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Hawaiians, pure Hawaiians, are a dying race. When 
Captain Cook arrived, 1,000 years or so after the 
first Polynesian settlers discovered the Islands, 
there were an estimated 300,000 Hawaiians. A century 
later their number had declined an appalling 80 per- 
cent, decimated by introduced diseases—measles, 
syphilis, even the common cold. By 1976 there were 
fewer than 8,000 full-blooded descendants, although 
one authority claims the correct figure is closer to 
1,000. Pockets of them survive in such places as 

Ke'anae, Hana, and Kaupo on Maui, and on the privately 
owned island of Ni'ihau, but it is only a matter of 
time before the last pure Hawaiians will disappear 
from the face of the earth. 

There are, however, over 140,000 part-Hawaiians who 
constitute about 18 percent of the total population. 
These so-called "hyphenated Hawaiians" are also the 
most rapidly expanding ethnic group, and if they con- 
tinue to increase at the present rate (nearly 30 per- 
cent of babies born here in 1973 were part-Hawaiian), 
by the year 2000 there may be as many part-Hawaiians 
as there once were pure Hawaiians, 

These are the modern Hawaiians, a vastly different 
people from their ancient progenitors. Two centuries 
of enormous, almost cataclysmic change imposed from 
within and without have altered their conditions, out- 
looks, attitudes, and values. Although some tradi- 
tional practices and beliefs have been retained, even 
these have been modified. In general, today's 
Hawaiians have little familiarity with the ancient 
culture. 

Not only are present-day Hawaiians a different 
people, they are also a very heterogeneous and 
amorphous group. While their ancestors once may have 
been unified politically, religiously, socially, and 
culturally, contemporary Hawaiians are highly differ- 
entiated in religion, education, occupation, politics, 
and even in their claims to Hawaiian identity. Few 
commonalities bind them, although there is a continu- 
ous quest to find and develop stronger ties. In short, 
they are as diverse in their individual and collective 
character as any other ethnic population, 
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Matthint no na ketkt o ko la kou atna pono't tho- 
"the children of the land are strangers in their own 
land'. It is an observation often made about those 
who once possessed a proud civilization and all the 
lands and resources of the Islands. Now they are the 
most dispossessed and disadvantaged of Island peoples. 
The cumulative material and psychological destruction 
has also left them disillusioned, alienated—and in 
serious trouble. 

The evidence is compelling: Hawaiians are more 
than half of the population of the State youth cor- 
rection facility, almost half of the residents in 
adult correctional facilities, and a high percentage 
of those on parole. They also lead all other ethnic 
groups in serious crimes committed and arrests in pro- 
portion to their percentage of the population. 

Economically, Hawaiians are at the bottom of the 
ladder, with one of the lowest income averages of any 
ethnic group. Hawaiians are the largest racial group 
—27 percent—on State welfare and occupy the greatest 
number of public housing units. Less than 1 percent 
of Island doctors and lawyers are of Hawaiian extrac- 
ErOn. 

Hawaiian schoolchildren have one of the highest 
rates of absenteeism, suspension, and dropping out. 
Less than half of Hawaiians over twenty-five have 
completed high school or, put another way, Hawaiians 
number 30 percent of the school population but only 
» percent of high school graduates. Of course the 
percentage of college graduates is even smaller; in 

fact Hawaiians comprise only 10 percent of enrollment 
in the University of Hawai'i system. 

Not all Hawaiians are so disadvantaged, but the 
ettects of this litany of failure are shared by all. 
As One Hawaiian put it, "Too many of us are over- 
whelmed by our own sense of inadequacy and feelings of 
inferiority." 

For many Hawaiians this negative self-image becomes 
deeply imbedded at a young age. According to a study 
Of Hawalian youths on the island of Hawai '4-——-fittingly 
entitled "Stranger In Their Own Land"—frustration and 
failure in school result in self-disparagment. The 
“dumb Hawaiian" has become "a living, breathing self- 
image" by the age of eighteen. This is manifested in 
their narrow selection of work options, pretty much 
confined to service occupations, unskilled and semi- 
Skilled labor. In other words, they rule themselves 
out of the professions, management, technical and 


