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Hawaiians, pure Hawaiians, are a dying race. When
Captain Cook arrived, 1,000 years or so after the
first Polynesian settlers discovered the Islands,
there were an estimated 300,000 Hawaiians. A century
later their number had declined an appalling 80 per-
cent, decimated by introduced diseases—measles,
syphilis, even the common cold. By 1976 there were
fewer than 8,000 full-blooded descendants, although
one authority claims the correct figure is closer to
1,000. Pockets of them survive in such places as
Ke'anae, Hana, and Kaupo on Maui, and on the privately
owned island of Ni'ihau, but it is only a matter of
time before the last pure Hawaiians will disappear
from the face of the earth.

There are, however, over 140,000 part-Hawaiians who
constitute about 18 percent of the total population.
These so-called "hyphenated Hawaiians" are also the
most rapidly expanding ethnic group, and if they con-
tinue to increase at the present rate (nearly 30 per-
cent of babies born here in 1973 were part-Hawaiian),
by the year 2000 there may be as many part-Hawaiians
as there once were pure Hawaiians.

These are the modern Hawaiians, a vastly different
people from their ancient progenitors. Two centuries
of enormous, almost cataclysmic change imposed from
within and without have altered their conditions, out-
looks, attitudes, and values. Although some tradi-
tional practices and beliefs have been retained, even
these have been modified. In general, today's
Hawaiians have little familiarity with the ancient
culture.

Not only are present-day Hawaiians a different
people, they are also a very heterogeneous and
amorphous group. While their ancestors once may have
been unified politically, religiously, socially, and
culturally, contemporary Hawaiians are highly differ-
entiated in religion, education, occupation, politics,
and even in their claims to Hawaiian identity. Few
commonalities bind them, although there is a continu-
ous quest to find and develop stronger ties. In short,
they are as diverse in their individual and collective
character as any other ethnic population.







