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State 
A- I 

·stands 
to lose new 
sub chasers 
Cm11/ii11r,I St111I. Wirt' n,.,,.,,,, 

The Pentagon has decided on 
an inland move for the ocean­
going communications planes 
thnl link the prt!sident with nu­
clear , u!,m.i.rines - a move to 
an Oklahoma base in the dis­
trict uf the congressma n who 
led the ,·uccessful battle for 
mihtnry ,11(1 lo the Nicaraguan 
t:ontr, l~. 

De~pi LC' the fact that several 
million dollar<; already have 
bc1.n :-pent on facilities for the 
planes in Maryland and Hawau 
- and that IL will cost about 
s.>O m1IJ1un more to base them 
1,:;00 1111:C:- mland - they arc 
headed ror Tinker Air Force 
lJai::c m Oklahoma City. hours 
away from either coast. 

Some Pentagon officials arc 
angry over the decision. 

"Ra sing those planes in Okla­
homil ·,\"tll make sense as soon 
n., \\ c r-:tart basing the subma­
rm<',., in Nebraska," one Navy 
official grumbled. 

And members of Congress, 
qucst10nmg both the mauves 
and the military merit of the 
Tinker choice, have launched 
,m mvC'stigat1on. 

Hawau·s Sen. Daniel Inouye 
l,1,;t night called the whole af­
fair "polllic al foolishness" and 
rnwed Lo fight the attempt to 
mO\ ' C the communications 
planes from Hawan. 

LasL February, the Pentagon 
forwarded a S25.3 mtlhon rc­
quc ,l to Capitol Hill to begin 
~~.I~ 1.g the E-G base at Bar• 
\Jer,; Point Naval Air Station on 
Oahu. where the Pacific EC-130 
squadron is stationed. Th.e 
introduction or the E-6, a modi­
fied Boeing 707, wout~require 
new hangars and othc upport 
rac1littes because it is ice a~ 

large as the EC-130 it will re­
place, ttie Navy told Congress. 

The Navy said early last year 
that after more than three 
years of plann ing for the Ha­
waii base. con struction would 
begin in January 1987. Work 
on a similar S30 million com­
p lex sla te d for the Atlantic 
T ACA'.\10 i-quadron would start 
about two years tater at its 
hom e ba se at the Patuxent 
H1\ er Naval Air Tcc;t Center. 
~!aryland. Nav y budget docu­
ments said. 

But the Kmght-R1dder news 
:;crv1cc. quotmg congressional 
,;taffer~. reported that within 
\\Ccks of lls .irnval on Capitol 
Hill. the funding proposal for 
the E-6 coastal bases died a 
quiet death as budget pressures 
forced the Navy to cut its re­
quest. About the same time, re­
ports surfaced that the Navy 
was considering consolidating 
the E-6s at an mland base to 
cut co;;ts. 

A Navy med ia relations 
spokesman m Hawan ~mid yes­
terday that he has heard of no 
announcement to move the 
e xi s ting air reconnaissance 
,;quadron m th e Pacific. which 
consists of se ven pl~nes and 
s ome GOO Nav:, pers onnel at 
U.irbcr s Pomt. 

That asses sment wa s verified 
111 Washm gton b~ a Navy offi­
cial who ::isked not lo be identi­
fied. 

"Thc1·c·s been a lot of specu-
1.illon m the pre ss about where 
it's going. but right now we 
have no official comment on 
,t," that official said. 

Heached at hi s :Maryland 
home last night. Inouye said: 
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N-sub link to go _inland 
Hawaii loses and Oklahoma wins 

from page one 
··nus matiet b not only being 
scnou.dy studied. but ctrorts 
will be made - and I'm gomg 
to be put or th.it effort - to 
b3sc lhose plant. where they 
should be 
- 'lrs one thin& IO aet up Boy 
Scout camps around the coun­
try - but when you're aetUng 
up bases or vttal importance to 
our nalional security. the 
dcc1sion-makini: proccs:, shouhl 
be taken out or the pohlical 
.arcn.1 ... 

So how doc• ~uch a dcciSlon 
g<'l made .. 

Ask Rep. ~htkcy Ed"·ards. 
R-Okla: He tak~ full rrc,dtt for 
con,·incmg the lleagan adm1nis­
lra1Jon to b;uc the planes in hla 
home d1SlrtCL 

~:dwards told his consllluenl.s 
how he used hb clout u the 1 

•cnlot Republican cin a key 
House panel IO force the Navy 
10 conlllder Tinker as a base for 
the Navy planu. Illa maneuver 
came only six days bcrore the 
criti~I vote on the contras. 

Rep. Mldray Edwarda 
Old,_ badclld conlTU 

list to •even baSes. nnker ii 
not on either list. lie :ilso \Cid of how outgoing 

:-iavy Secretary John F. Leh • 
m• n Jr gave him '"personal 
.. suranccs·· a week alter the 
, a te that the planes would be 
based in Oklahoma. three 
months bclore Lehman made 
th ,• dccts,on 01fic1al. 

In timing that Edwards ac­
knowledger was "ext.raanllnui­
h peculiar." the rollowtng ee­
quencc or events occuned: 

• On May 1, 1986. an lnli!mal 
Navy doc:ument say • the Alt 
Pote1: has offered to let the 
Navy base the planer at one of 
20 locationa where 1t has exln 
n:,om: the Navy narrows that 

• On June 19, Edwards an• 
nouncca that the House Appro-­
pnaUons CommiHee'a military 
construction 1ubcommlt1ec -
on ..-h,ch he serves as ranking 
Republican - has ordered the 
S:ivy to add Tinker IO Its hst or 
bases being considered. Ed­
..-ards says lhe panel issued the 
order al hla tcqUest. 

• On June :Z4. Prmdent Rea­
gan, In a telev!Rd addtta from 
the Oval OIOce, urges •upporl 
for Edwards' amendment per ­
mitting the U nllcd Stales to 
ship weapons to the contr.u. 

Alter the speech, Reagan, 
aided by Edwards, engqu In 

Sen. Daniel Inouye 
"PolHlcal fooll/lfless-

Cltenslvc pcrtonal lobbylns IO 
sway undceldcd lawmalcets into 
his camp. 

"I wu having stra1e11y ses­
sions. lining up votes . talking to 
(White Ho:n e chief or 11am 
Don Reg.in a bout the presl • 
dent's involvement and getUn, 
hlm to mak e phone calla IO peo, 
pie ," Edwards recalled this 
we rk . 

• On June 25, Edward, leads 
a successful crrort to revene an 
earlier House action baning 
military aid t.o lhc amtru. The 
221-to-209 voie maru the ntst 
lime the House evl!f' has gone 
on tcConl ,upporUns mill~ 
aid \0 the Nlcara,uan rebels. It 
Is widely acknowledlcd lo be 

one or Reagan's moat slgnlll­
canl congtta,onal victories . 

··we can be proud that we as 
a prople have embraeed the 
sttui;sle of the rrttdom fighters 
or Nicaragua - today their 
c.ausc 11 our taus~ ... Reagan 
~•n oiler lhc victory . 

• On July 2. seven day • altu 
the volt-, Edwards announces 
the Nav y ha 11 decided that 
Tmker is the best base fot the 
plane s. 

The choice was made after 
··more than two months or pn • 
vatc conversation• between 
(£dwardsJ and key administra ­
tion dectsion-makrrs:• Edwards " 
ollice aaya 

t::dwards in, .•tcd his role in 
winning the bat tle fot cont.ta 
aid played no role h> the ba,ing 
decblon. 

"It hod never occutrcd \0 me 
that there was thal sort of 
overlap."' he sa id this week . 
"l',·e supportro aid lo the con• 
tr:i.s all along .'" 

" We just don 't discuss those 
kinds of meclin,gs and dlscus-­
S1on.,," Whtie llouse •pokesman 
Don Mathes said . ··we. don 't go 
inl o th e kind or di•cus.<ions that 
(While llo usel rongr~nal 
liaison ,,.-oplr. mii;ht have wilh 
the lhll, or th e kmd .• of 13cl0rs, 
con5ideralions and concern • 
that m ight be d11cusscd or 
lakcn under con51derat ion 
..-h~n th i• kind or lh,ng 15 de­
cMrd. ~ 

The planes that have caused 
this turmoil Ql'C dedicalt"d 10le• 
Jy to relaying auack orders 
from the commander in chlel IO 
su bmerged lialliulc mlullc 
submarin e,<. 

Ad""'llrr 1laff writ~ Will 
/loo vu ronlnbul~ to 1h11 ~ 
l'Orl. 


