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 Problem

 Purpose

 Audience

 Goals

 Prototype

 Usability

 Improvements

 Questions 

















 Multiple jobs

 Lack of time

 Unorganized                                             

students

 Forgetfulness





By creating a 

classroom website! 





 Parents of 5th

graders 

 Family members

 Teachers, staff,                             

administration



 Create an easy-to-use and functional 

classroom website

 Provide families with programs for home

 Continuously improve and add to the 

website 











 Free

 Drag-and-drop features

› Videos, images, documents, audio, text, slides

 Easily accessible for parents 



 Lunts (2003) - Analyzed 93 teacher websites, 
interviewed 16 of those teachers

 Popular items: self-intro, curriculum description, 
instructional activities, homework, and student work

 Halcomb, Castek, & Johnson (2007) – Reviewed 
2,000 websites

 Popular items: course overview, calendar, teacher info, 
email, link to the school’s website, date updated

 Schoolwires (2008) 
 Recommends including: contact info, welcome 

message, teacher bio, syllabus, homework, calendar, 
links, classroom rules, worksheets, resource lists



Welcome

About the 
Teacher

Book 
Orders

Blog

Contact

Grading

Programs

Spelling 
Lists

Schedules





Book Orders

 Simplified directions

 Online vs paper order form



Blog

 Class projects

 Images, links, videos

 Announcements

 Reminders

 Archived blogs

 Comments

 Easy to add a 
new post



Contact Page

 Email

 Phone

 Fillable form 

 School address

 Map



Grading 

 Percentages vs standards-based grading 

 Assessments

 General Learner Outcomes (GLOs)



Spelling Lists

 Viewable

 Downloadable

 Weekly overview

 Newsletter format



Schedules

 Bell schedule

 Homeroom 

schedule

 Partner class 

schedule



School Programs

 Language Arts and Math

 Curriculum connection

 Supplemental sites



Ease-of-use

Functionality









Program 

Information



Added 

information



Order of 

importance



Heading & Welcome Message

Important Dates



 Include an online gradebook for parent 

access

 Continue to add pages

› Homework, math, science, social studies, 

student blog section 

 Create a collaborative website with my 

partner teacher 



 Usability testing should occur more than once 

when creating a website

 Learn how to ask the right questions

 There is always room for improvement

 Lots of time spent up front creating the 

website and a few minutes per week updating



 Family

 Friends

 Grade-level team and coworkers

 CFG – Kuulei and Kelli

 Dr. Peter, Dr. Menchaca, and all of the 
professors at the COE




