because you are the oldest son of a Japanese family doesn’t mean
that you should have to live with your parents forever. According
to the Japanese custom, my oldest brother is supposed to live
with my parents. Actually he is not livlng with them. He lives
separately with his wife and child but wisa the understanding that
he and his wife will look after my parents when they becorne old.
This is certainly a departure from the traditional Japanese custom
and yet nobody in our neighborhood criticized this action.

In this tiny plantation village, the people, old and young, could
not help but assimilate American culture. As the old Japanese
immigrants have discovered, it is difficult for an immigrant to
cling to his country’s customs without modificaton. Here in this
tiny village of Campville, one can observe the many ways in
which the people are becoming more and more Americanized.
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WEDDING CEREMONIES: 1938-1945
Chiyo Gushiken

August 3, 1948, what an exciting day it was for us! For the
first time there was to be a wedding in our family. Besides, it was
a son who was to be married. In all Japanese families, the marriage
of a son is a greater occasion than that of a daughter. Before the
wedding, my parents, together with my aunt and uncle, went to
the home of the girl’s parents, to moran her. This was to ask the
parents for their daughter. The request was accepted.

The following week a party (yu-s-nobi) was held at the home
of the girl’s patents to make it known that the girl was to be

“given to us.” This is like an engagement party. As the custom
goes, the boy’s parents bring the yz4-no (money) to be given
to the gitl’s parents as a token of goodwill and thanks. At this
party the weddmg day was agreed upon. But because Mother was
alarmed by the ‘washwomen” who told her about the desirability
of choosing a “good luck” day rather than a “bad luck” day for
a wedding, she consulted an Odaisan (fortune-telling priest) who
looked into his book and determined that the couple were a good
match, for they were matched as “tree and water” (analogy—a
tree needs water to live). But, he said the wedding day was a
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