
Spreads via cat feces in soil,
runoff into streams and ocean

Infects all warm-
blooded animals,
causes fatal disease
toxoplasmosis

Fatally infected 15 
monk seals since 2001

Infected 5 ʻalalā in 
1998 reintroduction

Causes 4% of nēnē deaths

Found in spinner dolphins

Hunt forest birds
too...palila, ʻiʻiwi, ʻelepaio

There are cats on the
slopes of Mauna Kea!

252 native birds killed on Hanalei
Reserve in just three years

One cat killed nine ʻuaʻu
chicks in three days

Threaten many coastal
and wetland species...

ʻUaʻu, ʻAʻo, Koloa, Aeʻo,
ʻAlae ʻula, ʻAlae kea, Kōlea
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Cats will hunt and kill birds even if fed by humans

Many feral cat colonies located near native bird sites

Parasite toxoplasma 
gondii reproduces only in cats

ISLAND CAT-ASTROPHE?
How Feral Cats Affect Native

Wildlife in Hawaiʻi

Sources
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Estimated hundreds of
thousands of feral cats statewide

High reproductive rate: A colony
starting with 20 female cats
could reach 761 in just 5 years! 

Fast increases in population will
amplify threats to native wildlife
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Number of cats

Feral Cat Population Growth

Population Control
Trap-Neuter-

Release/Euthanize

Relocation
Adoption

Cat Sanctuaries

ETHICAL ISSUE

Animal cruelty,
killing, dumping,

etc. is NOT a
solution 

More Info


