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Hawaii's largest industry, sugar production, ia shut down 
today by a strike. The public, including some 28,000 sugar 
workers and their families, are left holding an empty bag; 
fhe sugar bag from which came the homes, the businea 
enterprisea, the jobs of all kinds that make up the City of 
Honolulu and the Territory of Hawaii. For the modern . life 
of these Islands and all its •~tivitiea are founded upon the 
pioneering effort of the men of far vision who here in mid­
Pacific have been .world leaders in sugar culture and proc­
essing. 

The Public Holds An Empty Bag 

Thia atrikE cannot accomplish anything for the strikers 
that they coula not have obtained through peaceful collec­
tive bargaining. It is a blow to a community that welcomed 
and encouraged labor organization in the confident belief 

that its leadership would accept the responsibility for the I 
common good that is commensurate with the power with 
which it has been entrusted. 

Strike action deprives sugar workers of -$ 121,000 a day 
in wages, seriously cripples an industry that gives them their 
employment, and similarly imperils virtually every person 
and every activity throughout the Territory. 

• • • • 
Hawaii'• sugar workers have been better paid and better ' 

treated than emp)oyes in similar jobs elsewhere since . the 
early days of the industry in these Islands. The tremendous 
strides that have been made here in the , development of• 
heavy yield cane and modern· methods of production and 
processing are the effects of management's continuing effort 
to maintain thia position of leaderiihip in e!Ilploye relations. 
Sugar had to be grown and made effectively to provide the 
pay and perquisites the sugar workers enjoyed, 

That this policy has also prov~ profitable to the sugar 
growers is a desirable result and to be encouraged. CJO 
leaders are shortsighted when they harass to the point of 

extinction an industry whose labor standards have consist­
ently set the high mark in its own particular field of activity. 

• • • • 
The position of management in ~e present situation ia 

fair and generous. On top of wage increases of $3,500,000 
last year, which left net earnings to the plantations of only 
$4,000,000, an offer of $5,000,000 more has been made, 
the wage base to be 65 cents an hour. This · would be a mil~ 
lion dollars more than the sugar growers earned last year, 
they explain, adding that an anticipated increase in the price 
·of sugar is countea on to .enable them to meet the deficit. 

Management has offered also to write its policy of no 
discrimination into it, contract and to establish job clauifi­
cation that will insure equal pay for like work throughout the 
industry. . . ·- . 

On its part, the union demands in addition to the wage 
rate of 65 cents an hour, other concession, that would make 
the increased' coat to the industry $21,000,000 a year. Even 
the moat optimistic hope for ~ higher price of sugar could 
not be expected to cover this demand, Some plantations 
would be forced; out of busiliell8, others would be brought 
to such a low level of earnings that it would not be worth 
their while to go on. 

Piled on top of this unrealistic demand is the union's 
insistence that all sugar workers be compelJed to join in its 
mernbera'hip, and that they be discharged if they fail to do 
so. In other words, the strike leaders insist that management 
practice discrimination against employee who will not pay 
·tribute to the union and obey its or~rs, 

• * • • 
Comparison of the two positions cannot leave any doubt 

in the minds of the people of Hawaii who is right and who is 
-,vrong in this strike. ClO leadership has led the sugar work­
ers away from their own beat interest and away from the 
common good of alJ the people of these Islands. 
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City CelebratesCelebrates Labor DayDay; 
W 01·kers Hold Two Parades 

Thousands of workers, both men and women, members of. ~• · 
JAFL and CIO organizaUons, marched in Honolulu Monday in theu­
ftrst observance of Labor Day since the war ended, 

About 2 000 craftsmen of the American Federation of Labor, man7 
of them dr~ th · the attire of their calling, paraded ..from College 
walk to Thpriias Square. Their operating and technical engineers, 
parade, featuring several floats musicians, ,br.ldge iron workers, 
carrying dance orche!<tras, was carpenters, electridans, machinists 
brief but snappy with the swing and the sailors' union of the Pa-tempo of the bands. cl.fie. 

Missing were the usual signs A rally, conslstfng chiefly ot 
land placards of union slogans call- speeches hailing Labor Day as the 
ing for higher ~wages or racial workingman •s d;ey, followed the 
unity, but the persons who rode or parade. 
marched ' wore the pins and other · Speakers included Delegate Jo­
insignia of the unions they reP- seph R. Farrington, Arthur Rut• 
resented. ledge, Dale ·o. Reed, John A. 

Absent also were the huge Owens, and Supervfsoi: Noble 
throngs w11Jch have been cus- Kauhane who representrd Mayor 
tomary in pa,ades of previous Lester &!trle. 
months. There was plenty of room In a spirited dfscusslon . of 
to witness the observance from the labor movement Mr. Rutledg1 
any point and the streets were not sharply crlticiieo the divis.lon o. 
lined. labor in the Qbservance of .. tht 

Among the union locals which hoUday and sald that the reasot 
marched _ were the breweryt "_w!:~- · (Continued on Page 5 Col 1) ers, dairy work era, e......,..,. "• • 

City CelebratesCelebrates Labor DayDay; 
Workers Hold Workers Hold Two ParadesParades 

(Continued .from Page 1) The first speaker was Jack HalJ, j 
regional director for the ILWU, for the· AFL and the cr9. having He described Monday''! labor pa-

their own para~es was because rade as "marking a tumJng point 
of cerla!n indvfduals who want in the history of the Territory of to see WI divided" {meaning the Hawall." 
ILWU) and "it is not the wl!f of "It marks the opening of the 
the AFL that we be d!vfd~ • .., struggle of the little people who 

"But regardless of this div.,uon, want to control their own des­
we must help the 25,000 sugar tinfes. It marks the last chance 
workers who are now on &trike to of the economic royalists to main­
win , for if they do, their gains tam their dictatorship in the sug­
will permeate throughout the com- ar Industry," he said. 
munlty," Mr. RuUed!le said . Henry Schmidt, n.wu reP-

Delegate Farrington traced the resentali'le from San Francisco, 
history of labor day holidays, pledged •he support of Honolulu 
giving dates of its first observance and West Coast waterfront work­
here and on the mainland and of ers and the committee for marl­
its creation as a national holiday time unity in the sugar strike. 
by Congress In 1894. "It any r.ugar from the islands 

He also congratulated labor in should reach the West Coast the ' 
Hawa il for its achievements and CIO people won't put a hand to 
wished it more years of progress. it," he asserted. "It won't be 

Mr. Owens recalled the h~ moved from the docks and it won't 
of labor in its fight for r be refined by our people. 
wages hours and conditions. He "And if you workers should 
also JM>inted out the need for stern still be out on October 1, why ft 
prlce control .and urged AFL m=- looks very much as it the long­
bers to help build the mem - shoremcm will join you," 
ship. Mr. Schmidt read an edltorial 

Mr. - Reed told his audience from Monday morning's Adver­
that the farthcomfng months User, . entitled "American Labor 
would pose a problem to workers Day," quoting ''that promotion of 
fn HawaU because "employers ::: the interesta of any particular 
the territory are determined group Is uot timely," 
make a final stand to retain ail "Your interests are the Inter­
the old control they enjoyed for ests of the Territory," he said. 
many years." He charged The Advertiser with 

Supervisor Kauhane exte nded being "controlled by the sugar the greetings to labor from , Ma)'or barons." 
Petrie. Speakers representtng the ma-

About 5,000 CIO denhni!ftd rfne cooks and stewards union al­
workers and their wives and c - so pledged their support to the 
dren g~therea In the Iolani P'tlia~ sucar fflike. These workers have 
grounds for the first phaseThof e also set a strike deadline for Oc-Labor Day oblervance. e sec- tober 1. 
ond phase was a .rally at the Hono- Jack Kawano, president of tne 
lulu Stadium at 1:15 p. m.bo t th longshoremen'• union; n.w.u, was 

The crowds mllled a thanu a! master of ceremonies, palace grounds for more _ 
hour as they watched their fellowd 
workmen finish the parade an 
gather about a truck equfphi~ 
with loudspeakers, from w 
they were urged by ILWU leaders ' 
to display unity in the demands 
of the sugar workers and in the 
sugar strike. d 

Placards listing labor's basic e­
mands in the sugar strike fnter­

ersed the crowds. The theme 
~erally of the observance was 
fite sugar strike now 36 hours old, 


