The Public Holds An Empty—Bag

Hawalii’s largest industry, sugar production, is shut down |

today by a strike. The public, including some 28,000 sugar
workers and their families, are |oft holding an empty bag;
the sugar bag from which came the homes, the business
enterprises, the jobs of all kinds that make up the City of
Honoluiy and the Territory of Hawaii, F or the modery Jife
of these Islands and all its activities are founded upon the

This strikp cannot accomplish anything for the strikers
that they could not have obtained through peaceful collec-
tive bargaining. It is 2 blow to a community that welcomed
and encouraged labor organization in the confident belief
that its leadership would accept the responsibility foy the
common good that is commensurate with the power with
which it has been entrusted.

Strike action deprives sugar workers of $121,000 a day
in'wages, seriously cripples an industry that gives them their
employment, and similarly imperils virtually every person
and every activity throughout the Territory.
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Hawaii's sugar workers have been better paid and better
treated than employes in similar joba elsewhere since the
early days of the industry in these Islands, The tremendous
strides that have beep made here in the development of

Processing are the effects of Mmanagement's continuing effort
to maintain this position of leadership in employe relations.
Sugar had to be grown and made effectively to provide the
Pay and perquisites the sugar workers enjoyed,

That this policy has also Proved profitable to the sugar
growers is a desirable result and to he encouraged, CIO

The position of management in the present situation js
fair and generous. On top of wage increases of $3.500,000
last year, which lef¢ net earnings to the plantations of only
$4,000,000, an offer of $5,000,000 more has been made,
the wage base to be 65 cents an hour. This would be a mil-
lion dollars more than the sugar growers earned last year,
they explain, adding that an anticipated increase in the price
of sugar is counted on to enable them to meet the deficit.

Management has offered also to write its policy of no
discrimination into its contract and to establish job classifi-
cation that will insure equal pay for like work throughout the
industry,
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On its part, the union demands in addjtion to the wage
rate of 65 cents an hour, other conceasions that would make
the increased’cost to the industry $21,000,000 a year. Even
the most optimistic hope for a higher price of sugar could
not be expected to cover this demand. Some plantations
would be forced out of business, others would be brought
to such a low level of carnings that it would not be waorth
their while o go on.

Piled on top of this unrealistic demand s the union’s
insistence that all sugar workers be compelled to join in its
membership, and that they be discharged' if they fail to do

| s0. In other words, the strike leaders insist that management
practice discrimination against employes who will not i:ay

tribute to the unjon and obey its orders,
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| Comparison of the two positions cannot leave any doubt
in the minds of the people of Hawaii who is right and who is
0| Wrong in this strike. CIO leadership has led the sugar work-

| ©1s away from their own best interest and away from the
B coemmon good of all the People of these Islands,

——

lCityfeilcbr.‘:ltess Labor Day;
Workers Hold Two Parades

|  Thousands of workers, both men and woinen, members of the-
|AFL and CIO organizations, marched in Honolulu Monday in theiy

first observance of Labor Day since
About 2,000 craftsmen of the Am

the war ended.
erican Federation of Labor, many

of them dressed ih the attire of their calling, paraded from College

walk {o Thomas Square. Their 7
parade, featuring several floats ;ﬁ?:ﬁ?:ni a:‘degzgihn;rcgll: er:fci,?}t:eerl:',
carrying dance orchestras, was carpenters, electriclans, machinisty

brief but spappy with the swing
tempo of the bands.

Missing were the wusual signs

and placards of union slogans call-
ing for higher wages or racial
unity,-but the persons who rode or
Imarched’ wore the pins and other
;msignia of the unions they rep-
resented,
[ Absent also were the huge
throngs which have been cus-
tomary in parades of previous
{months. There was plenty of room
to witness the observance from
]any point and the streets were not
lined.

Among the union locals which
marched were the brewery work-
ers, dairy workers, teamsters,

and the sailors’ union of the Pa-

c,
A rally, consisting chiefly of
speeches hailing Labor Day as the
workingman's day, followed the
parade,

Speakers included Delegate Jo-
seph R. Farrington, Arthur Rut-
ledge, Dale 'O. Reed, John A,
Owens, and Supervisor Noble
Kauhane, who represented Mayor
Lester Petrie.

In a spirited discussion of
the labor movement Mr. Rutledgq
sharply criticizéd the division o
labor in the ohservance of; the
holiday and said that the reasor
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City Celebrates Labor Day; :
Workers Hold Two Parades

(Continued from Page 1)

for the” AFL and the CIO having
their own parades was “because
of certain indviduals who want
to see us divided” (meaning the
ILWU) and “it iz not the will of
the AFL that we be divided.”

“But regardless of this division,
we must help the 25000 sugar
workers who are now on strike to
win  for if they do, their gaing
will permeate throughout the com-
munity,” Mr. Rutledge said,

Delegate Farrington traced the
history of 1labor day holideys,
giving dates of its first observance
here and on the mainland and of
its creation s alggzinnal holiday
by Congress in .

yI-Ie #lso congratulated laber in
Hawail for its achievements and
wished it more years of progress.

Mr, Owens recalled the history!

of labor in its fight for better
wages, hours and conditions. He
also pointed out the need for stern
price control and urged AFL mem-

bers to help build the member-)

smﬁ'r. Reed told his audience

that the farthcoming months
would pose & problem to workers
in Hawaii because “employers in
the territory are determined to
make a final stand to retain all
the oid conirol they enjoyed for
ma ears,”

Sllllypmyvisor Kauhane extended
the greetings to labor from Mayor

Petrie,
eAb‘:)ut 5,000 CIO denim-clad

workers and their wives and chil-
dren gathered in the Iolani Palace
grounds for the first phase of their

The first speaker was Jack Hall.J
|reglonal director for the ILWU,
iHe described Monday’s labor pa-
rade as “marking g turning point
in the history of the Territory of
Hawaii.”

“It marks the opening of the
struggle of the little Ppeople who
want to control their own des-
tinles, It marks the Iast chance
of the economic royalists to majn-
tain their dictatorship in the sUg-
ar_industry,” he said,
| Henry Schmidt, ILWU rep-
'resentau've from San Francisco,
{Dledged the support of Honolulu
{and West Coast waterfront work-
lers and the committee for mari-
(time unity in the sugar sirike,

{ _“If any sugar from the Islands

should reach the West Coast the

CIO people won't put a hand to!

it,” he asserted. “It won't be

moved from the docks and it won't
refined by our people,

“And if you workers should
still be out on October 1, why it
looks very much as if the long-
shoremen will join you.”

Mr. Schmidt read an editorial
from Monday morning's Adver-
tiser, entitled “American Labor
{Day,” quoting “that promotion of
|the interests of any partcular
group is not timely”

“Your interests are the fnter-
ests of the Territory,” he gaid,
|He charged The Advertiser with
{being “controlled by the sugar
r’barons."
| Speakers representing the ma-
{rine cooks and stewards union al-
]so Pledged their support to the
{sugar sirike. These workers have
alsa get a strike deadline for Oc-

Labor Day observance. The sec- $obarsl

ond phase wes a.rally at the Hono-

Stadium at 1:15 p. m.
Im']l.‘lhemcmwda milled about the

palace grounds for more than an|

hour as they watched thelr fellow
workmen finish the parade and
gather about a truck equipped
with loudspeskers, from which
they were urged by ILWU leaders
to display unity in the demands
of the sugar workers and in the
ar strike.
Bu%lacat‘ds listing labor’s basic de-
meands in the sugar strike inter-
spersed the crowds. The theme
generally of the observance was
the sugar strike now 38 hours old;

f Jack 'Kawano, president of the
longshoreinen’s union, ILWU, was
'master of ceremonies,
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