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obtained from the Ethnic Studies Oral History Project, University of Hawaii 
at Manoa before making more extensive use of the transcription and related 
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This project is supported by the State Foundation on Culture and the Arts 
under an appropriat i on by the Hawaii State Legis l at ure. 
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The Five Life Histories interviewees (clockwise from top): Charlie Santos, 
Ernest Malterre, Raku Morimoto, Edith Yonenaka, Yuzuru Morita. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Ethnic Studies Oral History Project (ESOHP) was established by legislative 
appropriation in January 1976, to record and preserve oral history interviews 
with individuals whose recollections of events, persons, and places are of in­
terest to the local community, including teachers and students, historians and 
other researchers . 

The ESOHP aims at supplementing the documentary sources on modern Hawaii as 
well as stimulating discussions on local and ethnic history. Special effort 
is made to record and share the often untold story of Hawaii's working men and 
women who overcame difficulties between ethnic groups, made the islands produc­
tive, and bettered the quality of life through struggle and hard work . 

Waialua and Haleiwa: The People Tell Their Story, Life Histories of Native 
Hawaiians, Rememberin~ Kakaako: 1910-1950, Waipi'o: M3no Wai (Source of Life), 
The 1924 Filipino Str1ke on Kauai, Women Workers in Hawaii's Pineapple Industry, 
Stores and Storekeepers of Paia and Puunene, Maui, Uchinanchu: A History of 
Okinawans in Hawaii, and A Social History of Kana, represent ESOHP's nine major 
efforts at accomplishing its aims. 

Five Life Histories 

Supported by the State Foundation on Culture and the Arts, ESOHP in 1983, under­
took its tenth project, Five Life Histories. This project focuses on the per­
sonal experiences and historical events recalled by five individuals of dispa­
rate backgrounds. 

Included among the interviewees are: Ernest Malterre, Jr., retired administrator 
for the Oahu Sugar Company; Raku Saka Morimoto, retired interpreter for the Im­
migration Bureau; Yuzuru Morita, retired irrigation superintendent for Oahu Sugar 
Company; Charlie Santos, musician; and Edith (Anzai) Yonenaka, retired storeowner 
and postmistress. The interviewees range in age from 64 to 93 and talk about 
their experiences in Big Island plantation communities, Kula, Maui, Leeward Oahu, 
central Honolulu, and Kaaawa, Oahu . 

Transcript Usage and Availability 

To facilitate the use of the transcripts, a photo section with pictures of the 
interviewees, a glossary of all "pidgin" English and non-English words used (un­
derlined in the transcripts), and a detailed subject index appear at the begin­
ning and end of this volume. A biographical summary also precedes each inter­
viewee's transcript. 

All interviewees were encouraged to read their transcripts and make any dele­
tions or additions they considered necessary before signing the following legal 
release: 

In order to preserve and make available the history of Hawaii for 
present and future generations~ I hereby give and grant to the 
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University of Hawaii Ethnic Studies OraL History Project as a 
donation for such schoLarLy and educationaL purposes as the 

• 

Project Director shaLl determine~ alL my rights~ title~ and e 
interest to the following: Tapes and edited transcripts of 
interviews recorded on (date) ~ BiographicaL Data Sheet 
dated (date) ~ and Notes of untaped interviews (date) . 

The transcripts, published in this volume, represent the statements which inter-
viewees wish to leave for the public record. e 
The transcripts are almost verbatim from the actual taped interviews. 
editing, was done by the ESOHP staff to make the transcripts easier to 
The flavor and authenticity of interviews were not compromised by this 
Staff additions are in brackets [ ]. 

Minor 
read. 
editing. 

In some cases, interviewees made grammatical or syntactic changes in their tran­
scripts. Some attached additions or explanations. These changes have been in­
corporated into the final transcript. Interviewee additions are in parentheses 
( ) . 

Three-dot ellipses indicate an interruption; four-dot ellipses indicate a trail­
off by a speaker. Three dashes indicate false starts. 

The tape identification number, assigned to each tape and transcript, indicates 
project number, cassette number, session number, and year of interview, in se­
quence. For example, Tape No. 10-6-1-83 identifies project number 10, cassette 
number 6, the first recorded interview session, and the year, 1983, respective­
ly. Tapes are stored and are available for public listening at the Hamilton 
Library•s Hawaii and Pacific Collection, University of Hawaii at Manoa. 

Transcript volumes are available at the following places: 

Hawaii 

Hawaii Public Library 
Hawaii Community College Library 
University of Hawaii at Hilo 
Library 

Kealakekua Community Library 

Kauai 

Kauai Regional Library (Lihue) 
Kauai Community Colleqe Library 

Lanai 

Lanai Community Library 

Maui 

Maui Regional Library (Wailuku) 
Maui Community College Library 

Molokai 

Molokai Community Library 

Oahu 

Hawaii State Library 
Kaimuki Regional Library 
Kaneohe Regional Library 
Pearl City Regional Library 
University of Hawaii at Manoa 

Hamilton Library 
Sinclair Library 
Ethnic Studies Program 

Honolulu Community College Library 
Kapiolani Community College Library 
Leeward Community College Library 
Windward Community College Library 
Hawaii State Archives 
State Foundation on Culture and the Arts 
Ethnic Studies Oral History Project 
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The staff of the Ethnic Studies Oral History Project believes that understanding 
the contributions of Hawaii 1

S multi-ethnic working people will foster within 
individuals a positive ethnic identity and an appreciation of the proud heritage 
that belongs to all of Hawaii•s people. We look forward to continuing the work 
at recording, developing and popularizing the people•s history of Hawaii. 

ESOHP is responsible for any errors in representing or interpreting the state­
ments of interviewees . 

Honolulu, Hawaii 
June 1983 

Michiko Kodama, Research Associate 
Warren S. Nishimoto, Research Associate 
Chad Taniguchi, Principal Investigator 
L. Pua•ala Fisher, Administrative and Fiscal Support 
Specialist 

Gale Yamada, Administrative and Fiscal Support Specialist 
Cynthia A. Oshiro, Transcriber/Graphic Artist 
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