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IS the shopping haul worth our planet?

In 2018, Americans disposed of 17,030 
tons of clothing. 
Only ⅓ of this was recycled or 
combusted, and roughly two-thirds or 
11,300 tons were sent to landfill. 

What can I do?

For a full  list of sources, go to https://go.hawaii.edu/a76 or scan HERE:
Photo: Ghanaian man leads livestock over  mound of discarded clothes. 
Credit: Muntaka Chasant, The Guardian
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1. Reduce your consumption- The most 
sustainable wardrobe is the one you 
already have! 

2. Reuse what you can- when items are 
beyond repair or no longer wearable, find 
ways to use them for something else.

 3. Shop sustainably - Natural fibers like 
cotton, linen and hemp are all 
biodegradable. Support local brands and 
shop second hand whenever possible

Textile waste disposal methods in 2018 (EPA)

Landfill 
- 66.4%

Recycled 
- 14.7%

Burned for energy 
- 18.9% 

That’s the same weight as 4,520 
SUVs: 

4,520 SUVsOne year of  
clothing waste

11,300 Tons 11,300 Tons
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