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ALEX BITTER
Editor in Chief
A water main break on UH’s
campus likely had a minimal
impact on the nearby Mānoa
Stream, an environmental expert
with the university said.
The 20-inch main break, which
closed part of Dole Street for
roughly two and a half days starting June 26 and ﬂooded the Dole
Street parking structure, was
unlikely to cause any signiﬁcant
adverse environmental effects,
despite the fact that the water from
the break ended up in the stream
several hundred feet away, UH
Environmental Compliance Ofﬁcer
Stacie Cheramie said.
Although the water from the
main was clean, she said it still
picked up dirt, rocks and other
materials that formed a few inches
of sediment in the water.
If enough of that sediment made
it into the stream, it could have dissolved oxygen in the stream or

ﬂowed into the Ala Wai Canal.
“That likely didn’t happen,”
she said. “It could have been far,
far worse.”
Before crews were able to stem
the break, water from the main
ﬂowed into the stream through
nearby storm drains, which empty
into the Mānoa Stream.
The storm drains are meant to
carry rainwater, and a federal permit issued to UH prohibits substances other than water from entering
the system and the stream.
That permit, issued under the
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency’s National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System for
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer
Systems (NPDES MS4), comes with
a ﬁne of up to $25,000 if pollutants
are dumped into the storm drains.
Cheramie said the recent main
break doesn’t constitute a violation of the permit, while crews who
responded to the scene did work
quickly to end the flow of water
and minimize the discharge into

the storm drains.
Although neither the water nor the
sludge were chemically analyzed, as
is done in more severe leaks, she
said it’s likely that the water picked
up pollutants on the road and carried
them into the drains.
“It could have contained oil or
chemical pollutants,” Cheramie said,
adding that the water picked up whatever was in its path on the road.
Under state and federal law,
it’s the university’s job to keep
those substances out of the storm
drains. But, as operator of the
broken main, the state Board of
Water Supply “may be considered responsible” for ever ything,
including pollutants, that flowed
into the university’s storm drain,
according to Matthew Kurano,
an environmental specialist with
the Department of Health’s Clean
Water Branch.
To date, the Board has not been
the target of enforcement actions
for water main breaks, Kurano
said, since the Clean Water Branch

expects the Board to implement “best
management practices to prevent
the discharges of pollutants to State
waters from any of its activities which
have the potential for pollution.”
Sharon Williams, UH Mānoa’s
campus architect, said the university is considering ways to divert
the amount of water that ends up in
storm drains on campus.
Williams, who works on the campus’s long-range water planning
efforts, said the current ideas in
the university’s Long Range Development Plan focus on collecting
rainwater through catchment systems on rooftops and other hard
surfaces around campus to ﬁlter
and use the water.
The plan also looks at using
unfiltered “greywater” for irrigation on campus, she said.
“All of (these) will help to reduce
our water bills, recharge the aquifer, limit the discharge of pollutants
into the stream (and) ultimately the
ocean, and reduce stream degradation,” she said.
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Sports
Canoe’s: a spot for the new
and the experienced alike
cover story

K EN R EYES
Senior Staff Writer
It is no surprise that “Canoe’s,”
the surf spot behind the Duke Kahanamoku Statue would be ﬂocked
to by surfers from all around.
“Canoe’s” is located at Kuhio
Beach Park in the heart of
Waikīkī. It is named after the sixperson canoes that often give tourists a ride near the beach.
The beach is often crowded,
which should not come as a shock
to those who are looking out for
good surf on the south shore as
most beaches in Waikīkī are just
as packed.
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Duke Kahanamoku’s statue,
located adjacent to the beach at
“Canoe’s,” seemingly springs
back into life as the memory of the
legendary surfer and Olympian
athlete lives on.
“I think he was just so multitalented,” said Rob Siock, one
of the staff at Hawaiian Oceans
Waikīkī. “He wasn’t just a surfer. He was a water polo player,
an Olympic athlete, so he just
brought so much to the table that
he’s so well-respected.”
Hence, tourists and locals ﬂ ood
the area to get their pictures taken
with the statue and pay tribute to

Kahanamoku, who gave surfing
exhibitions to the community and
made the spot famous among the
locals on the island.
“I think there’s a hype in coming down to the statue and getting their picture in front of there,
and falling into the tourist trap,”
Siock said.
“This is the kind of a gathering
place right here. This is the heart
of it all. Everything revolves
around the Duke statue,” he said.

H OW ʼS T H E S U R F ?
Unlike beaches up on the
North Shore or the windward
side of the island, the south swell
at Canoe’s is friendly enough for
those who have only stepped on
a surf board for the first time but
rugged enough for those who are
more experienced with the board.
“The breaks at ‘Canoe’s’ and
‘Queen’s’ (east of ‘Canoe’s’) isn’t
too harsh compared to a lot of
spots on the island but at the
same time, there are peak summer swells and we have some
pretty mean waves,” Siock said.
“It can get scary out there but it’s
gotta be on the right day.”
Reef and coral generate the
waves at “Canoe’s”, where the swell
size averages three feet and consistent lefts and rights also create
good rides for longboarders as well.

“I usually surf (in) town because I’m not a very great surfer
and the drive up north is costly,”
said John Kaneshiro, who frequents the south shore. “I enjoy
the short distance and the fun
nuggets in town.”
However, like many other surf
spots in the south shore, “Canoe’s” is packed with tourists,
locals and water enthusiasts,
making it crowded at times.
While many experienced surfers
head farther out into the sea, the
crowd consists of mostly beginners who don’t understand the
localism just yet.
“I think distance has a lot to do
with the crowd,” Kaneshiro said.
“For those who live in town, south
is more accessible. Only people
who make the drive and value the
country will make the drive.”
Nevertheless, “Canoe’s” is one
of the best spots to learn how to
surf on the island and to enjoy a
good south swell.
“I think this is little bit more
friendly (than other spots).
People kinda know that some
people are just starting of f
learning here,” Siock said.
“ T hey’re from any where near a
beginner to a ver y experienced
shortboarder, so I think just the
wide range of sur fers makes it
f un for ever yone.”
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Ka Leo is dedicating a proﬁ le series to some of the top-rated professors at UH Mā noa, using RateMyProfessors.com as a benchmark.
For those who aren’t familiar with the website, RateMyProfessors gives students the option to search for a professor by school,
then allows them to read and leave comments about professors. Students can rate professors from 1 to 5 in different categories including helpfulness, clarity, easiness, hotness and overall quality.

Professor Winter makes up for difficulty
with communication skills
NICOLE DUNHAM
Contributing Writer

If you are looking for an easy A, Professor Jenifer Winter’s class isn’t for you.
Professor Winter teaches a variety of
Communications courses at UH Manoa.
She boasts ratings of 5 out of 5 in clarity,
helpfulness and overall quality on RateMyProfessors. But when it comes to easiness, she weighs in at a 2.5.
“People don’t want to take an easy
class where they are wasting money. People want to know if it is a good trade-off
for the amount of energy they are putting
in,” Professor Winter said.
Winter said that the reason her easiness is so low despite her high level of
overall quality is because she is very
clear about her expectations.
“ The thing about that is that you have
to be very clear about what the policies
are and assure that they are evenly enforced. (If ) that is equally done, you can’t
give one person a break and not the rest.
And I think they respect that.”
This respect shows in the comments
section of RateMyProfessors, with many
of the usual “It is not an easy class” comments ending with “She rocks!” and “How
could any professor be better than Ms.
Winter?”One of the reasons Professor
Winter excels at teaching is because she
keeps in close contact with her students,
often using email and Skype to explain
course material to students outside of the

classroom. It’s tough work, but Winter
said she likes doing it.
“I tend to be available,” she said. “I feel
like I’m on call all the time, but it’s hard for
me not to respond. I largely enjoy it.”
Winter’s dedication to her students
shines every day. She believes that the
positive experiences she shares with her
students outweigh the negative experiences “100 to one.”
“I can think of five (positive experiences). And that’s only today,” she said.
One of her more recent experiences was
with an undergrad student who came to
her with significant news.
“One of my undergrad honors students just got someone that has like
14,000 or 15,000 Twitter followers to
tweet out link to her research. So we are
hoping she gets a lot of surveys. I’m kind
of excitedly waiting to see what happens.”
Winter considers herself an introvert,
not getting her energy from large groups.
Still, something about teaching gives
Winter a rush she says she can’t feel anywhere else. Once she finishes teaching a
class, she feels completely different.
“Usually when I leave class I’m really amped, even more so than when I got
there,” she said.
If she could say anything to the students
who have given her such shining reviews, it
would be, “I hope you are doing well and I
am glad that you seem to have enjoyed the
classes that I taught. I do appreciate that and
it energizes me. I wish you well!”
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Professor Sakashita has perceptive
approach to religion
M EAK ALIA P REVICH-L IU
Staff Writer
Professor Jay Sakashita isn’t just a teacher, but also a storyteller. Professor Sakashita
teaches religion at UH Mā noa, and his reputation is shown through his high ratings on
the RateMyProfessors website.
Receiving a 4.5 out of 5 for helpfulness, 4.8
for clarity, 3.7 for easiness and 4.6 for overall
quality, he demonstrates a genuine appreciation
for the subject that he teaches and the energy
that can be felt when the class is going well. According to the website, he also has a ﬂaming
chili pepper for the Hotness category.
Sakashita is known for incorporating
hilarious stories into his lectures, with one
rater saying, “He has stories that make the
class cry with laughter.”
“Preparing the course syllabus and
exam time feel like work,” Sakashita said.
“Other than that, I enjoy the people in my department and I’m glad for the opportunity to
help students learn about different religious
tradition and all the stuff that goes along
with it. I try to have as much fun as I can
without being disrespectful to the subject
matter or irresponsible to the students.”
He said he tells stories about relationships because everyone can relate to them,
and uses them to convey whatever idea or
practice the religion is trying to establish.
“Other stories are from my own experiences that I tell on a regular basis because
I think students have found them helpful in
grasping the material,” he said.

Teaching religion, a sometimes controversial but culturally prevalent subject, is
something that Sakashita tries to make engaging and exciting for students. He said
there are two important things that need to
happen in order for that to be done.
“One, I make it very clear on the ﬁ rst day
of class I have no interest in converting anyone or attacking anyone’s faith,” Sakashita
said. “I tell the students that if they have their
own personal faith, keep it. I don’t want it. If
they are interested in ﬁnding the truth, go to
the nearest church, mosque, temple, synagogue or shrine. They claim to have it – the
closest we come to the truth is to making
sense. All I care about in the course is helping
students try to make sense out of non-sense.”
Sakashita said the second most important thing, and one of his teaching goals, is
to help people who are not familiar with particular religious traditions to get a basic understanding of its beliefs and practices, free
from as much bias as possible.
“I try to focus on ordinary, everyday
things students can relate to, instead of the
esoteric academic stuff,” Sakashita said.
“‘Sashimi is fantastic! Why won’t Jews have
any? Are they using wasabi and shoyu?
W&M teri-burgers are broke da mout! But
Hindus won’t eat them. How come? Why are
religions of peace sometimes so violent?’
These are some of the issues and questions I
utilize to frame the study of religion.”
To read more, go to
www.kaleo.org/features
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ACROSS
1 With
66-Across,
1967 Petula
Clark hit, and
a hint to the
three longest
puzzle
answers
7 Address book
no.
10 Bal. sheet
expert
13 Lure
14 Gas station
machine
15 Amtrak and
B&O, e.g.
16 Readied for
new paint
17 Thing left out
19 __ Paulo,
Brazil
20 Web surfing
devices
22 Baseball’s
Rose
23 1927 softshoe classic
26 Body sci.
27 Charlotte and
Norma
28 Swear to be
true
31 Singer Ives
32 Suitable
35 1971 Janis
Joplin charttopper
40 __ diem
41 Morning brew
42 Excellent
43 “Pretty
Woman”
co-star
Richard
44 Med. plan
options

47 1972 Billy
14 Ode, for one
18 Health resorts
Paul #1 hit
21 Banned bug
52 “The Thin
killer
Man” dog
24 Make, as
53 Andre of
money
tennis
25 Ship’s wheel
54 Fall back, as
28 Current unit
a tide
29 Gesture from
57 On the floor
a winner
above
59 Johannesburg 30 Corn serving
31 Finance
section
major’s deg.
61 Coloring
32 In times past
agent
33 Calligraphy
62 Pledges
tool
exchanged at
34 Golf ball raiser
the altar
36 Spun 9-Down
63 “I’m a __, not
at a party, say
a divider”:
37 Some tavern
Bush
workers
64 Spanish “that”
38 Crowd with
65 Guidance
foliage
counselor’s
39 24 cans of
deg.
beer, e.g.
66 See 1-Across
43 Annoying bug
DOWN
44 Nightwear,
1 Recipe amts.
briefly
2 Wife of Zeus
45 Death3 “Pound the
pavement” or
feigning critter
“break the ice” 46 Like some
4 Addition result
dips
5 O’Neill’s “The 47 Bea Arthur
__ Cometh”
title role
6 “Red Rocks”
48 Cable sports
resort near
awards
Flagstaff
49 On a freighter
7 Upside-down
50 Smart-alecky
puppy’s
talk
massage
51 Deal with
8 Diplomatic
55 Bingo call
representative 56 Bjorn with five
9 Hi-fi spinners
Wimbledon
10 Sobbed
wins
11 Prefix with
58 Goal
plasm
60 Green Bay’s
12 Good __:
st.
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Opinions

Hawai‘i County tobacco law
should have been better

ROUL LIEBER WIRTH / FLICKR

K RISTEN PAUL BONIFACIO
Opinions Editor

A new tobacco law recently
took effect in Hawai‘i County that
raised the legal age for the purchase of any tobacco products to
21. Although this is a good step
toward protecting Hawai‘i’s youth
from harmful products such as
cigarettes, the bill failed to address
the issue of minors who are in possession of tobacco products.

T H E N E W L AW
Introduced by Councilman Dru
Kanuha from Kona, Bill 135 ofﬁ cially took effect on July 1. The new
bill prohibits the sale of tobacco
products and electronic cigarettes
to anyone under the age of 21 in
Hawai‘i County.
However, there is a transitional period. Anyone who turned

18 before July 1, 2014 can still purchase tobacco products for the next
three years. Then starting on July 1,
2017, sales for tobacco products will
be sold to only persons 21 and older.

L I M I TAT I O N S
The new law will affect youths
eagerly waiting to purchase their
ﬁrst pack of tobacco products, but
retailers will feel the greatest impact. Under the new law, stores that
are caught selling to minors will be
penalized. But there is something
the law lacks: it doesn’t make it illegal for minors to smoke. If supporters of limiting access to tobacco products among youths really
cared about the issue, the new law
should have included harsher penalties for minors in possession of tobacco products in Hawai‘i County.
The current penalties for minors
possessing tobacco products in the

state are extremely lenient; Fines
for ﬁ rst offenses are only $10 for offenses thereafter, the penalty can
either be a $50 ﬁ ne, or the minor
will be required to perform 48-72
hours of community service. Although anyone under 21 in Hawai‘i
Country may no longer purchase
tobacco products, they can easily
ask a person of legal age to do it for
them. And since penalties for possession of tobacco are so lenient,
many minors are not worried about
being ﬁned for having them. The
“distributors” will be violating the
new law, but the minors will still
have their tobacco products and
some them too.

E Q UA L B L A M E
Hawai‘i’s current law is focused
more on retailers rather than on
the minors themselves. However,
minors should be equally account-

able for their behaviors. Fines for
stores caught selling to minors can
reach up to $2,000, while penalties
for minors in possession of tobacco
reach only up to $50, unless they are
subjected to community service.
Similar to alcohol, tobacco is
extremely harmful and causes more
than 450,000 deaths a year, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Yet, penalties for
minors in possession of tobacco are
also extremely tolerant, especially
when compared to the penalties for
alcohol possession among minors.
Minors who are caught possessing alcohol are required to appear in family court, and penalties
can either affect their eligibility
to apply for a driver’s permit, or
suspend their driver’s license for
more than 180 days. They are also
required to perform community
service and attend an alcohol edu-

cational program. There is a serious lack of equivalent penalties for
minors in possession of tobacco.
A possible reason why punishments for minors are so lenient is
that many believe that criminalizing
the possession of tobacco products
for minors does not reduce tobacco
use among youths. The American
Heart Association also says that
“rather than focusing efforts on
punishing the victims of tobacco,
we need to focus on the victimizers.”
However, putting the blame solely on
retailers does not properly teach the
minors to take responsibility for their
actions. By forgoing discipline, they
are not being taught a lesson.
The lenient punishment also
does not make minors afraid of
the consequences that they maye
face. Hawai‘i County had the
chance to address this issue, yet
it was ignored.
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What the U.S. performance at the World Cup really means
NICK HUTH
Sports Editor
It was right there. An underdog story that all Americans have
learned to thrive on – if the U.S.
men’s national team could make a
rare appearance in the quarterﬁ nals of the World Cup.
The team showed heart, tenacity and grace on their way to the
knockout stage, and a country that
was used to being left out of the
world’s game in its greatest moments was embroiled in it; trapped
in the swirling emotions that come
with the most watched tournament
in the world.
It was all right there, until it
wasn’t. A 2-1 loss to a developing, yet
gifted Belgium side ended that story.
Some fans will move on from
the sport for the time being.
They’ll enter hibernation until
2018, when the best nations face
off again in Russia. But some will
be left wondering about the sport
and where the country goes from
here. Are Americans destined to
play the underdog role in a game
embraced by the rest of the world,
or was the unlikely World Cup run
in 2014 the starting point of something more for the Yanks?

T H E GA M E
Beyond American belief and
a strong sense of momentum following their heroic effort in the
“Group of Death” was a Belgian
team that many predicted to make
the semiﬁ nals. Belgium was considered the dark horse of the tournament enough to make their run
fully illuminated. They were led
by a core of stars from the English Premiere League – the most
watched soccer league in the
world that’s ﬁ lled with some of the
world’s best players.
The U.S. was clearly outmatched
on the basis of individual talent, but
team cohesion kept the Americans
in the game, despite the onslaught
from a Belgian team that gained conﬁdence with every attack.

GETTY IMAGES

Yet, chances were created
and subsequently missed by a
team that felt out of place in the
attacking portion of the ﬁeld. A
characteristic lack of possession
and offensive rhythm undid the
Americans, while Belgium won
in extra time by playing the numbers. The U.S. took 17 shots compared to Belgium’s 39, and despite
completing more passes in the
game, America couldn’t turn that
into a goal when it mattered most.
A glimmer of hope appeared when
they pulled the score back within
one with 15 minutes remaining,
but at that point the team’s energy
and vigor that had gotten them
through the heat of Manaus and
the terrifying prospect of Group G
had left them.

THE TEAM
When U.S. coach Jurgen Klinsmann named the roster to this
year’s World Cup, journalists were
quick to question his addition of
relatively unknown youngsters like
Deandre Yedlin, John Brooks and
Julian Green. Klinsmann’s contract
extension past the 2018 World Cup
made people question whether the

2014 tournament was sacriﬁced to
improve America’s chances in Russia. Yet those young players came
through in the largest of moments
and vindicated the often-scrutinized German coach.
Along with the young players
that were among the main talking
points heading into the tournament was a salvo of veterans. Tim
Howard, Clint Dempsey, Jermaine
Jones and Michael Bradley played
pivotal roles throughout the tournament, even when Jozy Altidore
– their only true striker – went out
with a hamstring injury less than
30 minutes into their ﬁ rst game.
Germans questioned Klinsmann’s schemes and uncharacteristic sense of optimism, but the tactics from the head coach of the U.S.
men’s national team were largely
on point. His roster was full of difference makers, despite Landon
Donovan watching the tournament
from Los Angeles. His main criticism may fall with the substitution
of Chris Wondolowski, who missed
a clear chance against Belgium that
would have sent the U.S. to the quarterﬁnals. But he played the athletes
that he believed in, and his optimism

carried throughout the team in a
very American fashion.
Klinsmann’s youthful gamble
paid off in more ways than one. The
team is now set for an interesting future due to the heroic performances
of those unheard-of prospects like
Green and Yedlin. The U.S. is looking at one of its brightest generations of soccer players in the next
decade, and the experience earned
in this tournament could pay dividends in 2018.

T H E C O U N T RY
On both television and social
media, the World Cup hit Americans
harder than ever before, and the stats
showed the response. The group
stage game played against Portugal
drew more than 18 million viewers
according to ESPN, followed closely
by the knockout game against Belgium, with 16.49 million tuning in.
Those numbers don’t fully describe
the World Cup frenzy that swept the
country in the past month. To ﬁnd
what that fever truly culminated in,
look no further than Chicago.
Grant Park hosted around
20,000 U.S. fans at each of the three
group stage matches to give viewers

a chance to experience something
similar to that of Germany or Spain
during a large tournament. The
public attendance and passion led
to the U.S. Soccer Federation having to host the viewing party for the
knockout game in Soldier Field, a
stadium that only sees that type of
attendance for NFL games. Chicago
was just the brightest of many examples that showed Americans embracing soccer in a way that hasn’t
been seen before.
This particular display of
World Cup fever couldn’t have
been more vital to the growth of
the sport in America. Ten players
on the U.S. squad play for clubs
in MLS, which is six more than
in 2010. The World Cup team was
built with its domestic league in
mind, and it may lead to further
growth. According to Sporting
Intelligence, MLS is the seventh
best soccer league in the world,
but the higher number of American stars – and the unlikely run
they made in 2014 – could do
wonders for improving that mark
as the sport attempts to move forward into what may be a new frontier of American fans.

