STAND. COM. REP. NO. /6.‘2

Honolulu, Hawaii
March /3, 1973

RE: H. R. NO. 220

The Honorable Tadao Beppu
Speaker, House of Representatives
Seventh Legislature

Regular Session, 1973

State of Hawaii

Sirs

Your Committee on Higher Education to which was referred
H. R. No. 220 entitled: "HOUSE RESOLUTION RELATING TO THE
EXPANSION OF HONOLULU COMMUNITY COLLEGE", begs leave to report
as follows:

The purpose of this resolution is to educate the members
of the Higher Education and Housing committees as to the
problems and concerns of residents and businesses affected by
the expansion of Honolulu Community College.

Your Committee on Higher Education heard different kinds
of testimony at its hearing of March 8. In many ways, this
hearing served the function of presenting various viewpoints
on the "problem" of expansion at Honolulu Community College
alluded to in this resolution.

Provost Clyde Yoshioka pointed out the need for expanding
the College, citing increased enrollments for apprenticeship
programs. The Trade-Technical building, one of the facilities
affected by the resolution, is being planned to serve these
programs. The facility will be built on land which citizens
and residents claim would "displace" them.

Ms. Alice Kailewa, chairwoman of Kalihi-Palama Model
Cities Association for Census Tract 57, the general area in
gquestion, testified that residents of the affected area were
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not against education or expansion of the College. When, how-
ever, expansion forces people to move from their homes, it
seemed appropriate for them to protest through public statement.

Frederick Yee, also from the same Census Tract, saw the
expansion problem as an issue of "land use.”" He described the
industrial, residential, and business uses of land. He claimed
that 'his' Yick Lung company nearby would have to dismiss 37
employees residing in the area. Furthermore, he stated that
these 37 include a "significant group" of handicapped workers
who would be unable to secure employment elsewhere.

Your Committee wishes to point out that the issues raised
in these claims represent aspects of State housing and land use
problems now being deliberated by other Committees of the House.
Your Committee on Higher Education acknowledges the fact that
in this particular situation, the "problem" of expansion
appears to be a problem of adequacy of communication between
between Community College personnel, residents of the area, and
State agencies involved in land and planning negotiations.

We also wish to note that Ms. Kaleiwa, in particular,
expressed hope that the College consider alternative methods of
expansion. She requested that College personnel consult with
residents in the near future. Provost Yoshiocka expressed
sympathy with the residents. He stated that the College appears
to be caught on the horns of a dilemna. On the one hand, it is
mandated to respond to the educational needs of its students:
and by so doing, it "inadvertently places members of its
community in jeopardy."

Recognizing this dilemna, your Committee notes that dis-
cussions have been held between Honolulu Community College
officials, residents of the census tract area, other interest
groups, and the sponsor of this resolution. We hope that
discussions like these and future public hearings on this
resolution continue this dialogue.

Your Committee on Higher Education concurs with the intent
and purpose of H. R. No. 220 and recommends that it be referred
to the Committee on Finance.
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Respectfully submitted,

mw

Chairman

EIROS Mem‘ber

/ JOHN’J

HOWARD K. ODA, Member PA‘I'RICIA SAIKT, Member




