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Bill package seeks UH ‘empowerment’

By Kala A. Goriup
Ka Leo Contributing Writer

The University of Hawai‘i is seek-
ing greater autonomy with a legislative
package of seven bills introduced last
Wednesday to the 2005 Legislature.

One of the bills, introduced by
Higher Education Committee Chair
Tommy Waters (D-51st Dist.), proposes
the authorization of up to $250 million in
revenue bonds for construction and reno-
vation of student housing.

The Board of Regents would issue
the bonds and the debt would be repaid
by revenues from student housing pay-
ments, said David Morihara, UH’s direc-
tor of government relations.

“We are trying to work with private
developers to come in and provide hous-
ing for students,” Morihara continued. “T
know there is a real shortage at Manoa,
but there is a shortage at other campuses
t00.”

Morihara said UH is asking for
bonding charges that would provide
expedited ability to go to the bond market
for housing funds. The normal process is
going through the state.

Morihara said he expects that under
the new bill, UH would be able to cut at
least a month off the process and move
forward by immediately going to the
bond market once a project is conceived
with a private developer.

The legislative package was pre-
pared with feedback from the BOR, UH
President David McClain and the gover-
nor’s office, Morihara said.

“This package of bills is about
empowerment,” Morihara said. “It
doesn’t cost the state so much money,
unlike the operating budget, which is a
whole different package of legislation.”

Morihara said one of the big issues
this year is going to be procurement.

The Legislature gave the university
an exemption from the state procurement
process in 1998, Morihara said. But when
Act 216 went into effect Jan. 1, UH was
back under the umbrella of state procure-
ment procedures, which includes 40 state
agencies that formerly enjoyed statutory
exemptions.

Among those agencies are the
Hawai‘i Health Systems Corporation
(HHSC), which manages the state’s hos-
pital system, and the Correctional
Industries, administratively attached to
the Department of Public Safety — all of
which protested the last minute addition
to the list.

“Because we are different as a uni-
versity, we teach, hopefully, at the cutting
edge of knowledge,” Morihara said, “and
that requires, in many of the instances, in
our laboratories and by our researchers,
the cutting edge of equipment which isn’t
usually on a state procurement list.”

Thelegislative packagealso includes
ameasure to allow the university to enter
into long-term, public-private partner-
ships to facilitate development and con-
struction of new projects.

“Currently there is a cap of $3 mil-
lion, which is fine for most purchases
such as computers and such,” Morihara
said. “This will give us the ability to go to
developers and develop creative means of
financing these projects so that we can get
them built faster.”

The ability to enter into agreements
with private developers will affect proj-
ects like student housing, West O‘ahu and
the Cancer Research Center, as well as
major equipment leases, said Morihara.

Also included in the seven-bill
package is a measure to repeal the 2005
sunset provision of Act 321, which would
have ended the university’s authority to
operate its own financial and accounting

systems on June 30.

The bill would make permanent the
university’s ability to manage its own
financial and accounting systems by
removing the expiration date from Act
115 passed in 1986. Land management is
also included in the seven proposed bills.

“The bill will allow the university to
regulate and control land it owns or has
control over,” Morihara said. “This will
clear up confusion between the university
and the Bureau of Land Management that
often occurs.”

Gov. Linda Lingle has announced
her support for five of the seven bills.
Lingle’s announcement that she would
propose the legislative package in the
upcoming session is the first time she has
demonstrated the commitment she has
held, since her election in 2002, to a fully-
autonomous university.

“T know it is not everything the
university wants, but it strikes a good bal-
ance between maintaining oversight of
public tax dollars with giving the univer-
sity the authority and independence to be
successful,” Lingle said in a press confer-
ence two weeks ago.

Absent from her list were the pro-
posals for consolidation of special revolv-
ing funds and the bill to modify last year’s
legislation that set a five year sunset pro-
vision in UH’s retirement system.

But Morihara said the governor
supported all bills.

“All seven bills were negotiated
with the governor’s office and compro-
mises were made,” Morihara said. “Some
were decided not to be necessary at this
time, mostly in the area of budget and
finance.”

Morihara said he thought the two
bills not mentioned did not fit the theme
of Lingle’s press conference. “She
focused on the autonomy and empower-
ment of the university,” he said.

“The Governor is capable of veto-
ing the bills,” he added. “We need her
support and the support of the legisla-
ture.”

Morihara said the biggest obstacle
to passing the bills is getting people to
understand what the BOR is trying to
do.

“Whenever the university created a
program, they created a little fund associ-
ated with that program,” Morihara said.
“Over the last 10 years we have moved
away from all these tiny little funds to
more of a lump sum.

“We can do a more modern man-
agement of university funds as we grow
less dependent on the state for all of our
funds,” Morihara said.

The university also is pushing for an
optional retirement system to help recruit
key researchers and personnel.

“We have been trying to implement
an optional retirement system for years,”
Morihara said. “Currently under (the
Employee Retirement System), the state’s
retirement plan, it takes 10 years to quali-
fy for the program.”

“Faculty seeking to come here
would be looking for portability,” he said.
“The five-year sunset provision is a seti-
ous handicap to recruitment.”

The bill would allow the university
to develop a retirement plan similar to
other universities and make UH more
competitive for recruitment of new fac-
ulty and researchers.

“This is about empowering the univer-
sity to develop and grow,” he said. “The
concern from the government and legisla-
tures is whether we (the university) can be
fiscally responsible.”

Board of Regents Bill Package
Introduced Jan. 19, 2005

By Rep. Tommy Waters (D-51st
Dist.), Chairman Higher Education
Committee

HB15 < Authorizes the board of
regents of the University of Hawai‘i
to develop internal policies and pro-
cedures for the procurement of
goods, services, and construction
not subject to the procurement
code.

HB18 ¢ Clarifies the authority of the
University of Hawai‘i to manage
any real property owned or leased
by the university or otherwise under

its control by authorizing the Board
of Regents to adopt rules pursuant to
chapter 91, Hawai‘i Revised
Statutes, relating to public activities
permitted or occurring on university
lands.

HB19 « Authorizes the issuance of
revenue bonds to finance university
housing units.

HB20 ¢ Removes the June 30, 2005
sunset date of Act 321, Session
Laws of Hawai‘i 1986.

HD21 « Allows the University of
Hawai‘i to enter into financing
agreements, without exception and
without the approval of the Director

of Finance and the Attorney
General.

HB22 « Consolidates several special
and revolving funds of the University
of Hawai‘i system.

HB23 « Makes the optional retire-
ment plan for University of Hawai‘i
employees permanent. Changes the
limit on how much the State contrib-
utes to the optional retirement plan
on behalf of the employee by remov-
ing the $100,000 ceiling and tying
the ceiling to the federal tax limit on
annual compensation as set forth in
the Internal Revenue Code.

JAMM AQUINO KaLeo O Tawaii

Heather Crislip of the UH Manoa chancellor's office handles a walking stick, a type of insect, at the
Entomology Club booth, one of many booths set up for UH Day at the State Capitol last Friday.

United Nations U.
seeking students

The 2005 UN University UNU
Global Seminar, “Consuming
Cultures: Change, Tradition and
Choice in Asia and the Pacific” is
being held May 18to21. T h e
seminar is designed as an intense
three-day exploration of contempo-
rary issues affecting the Asia-Pacific
region. Students and young profes-
sionals will engage with scholars,
artists and experts working in the
global network of the United Nations
and international universities.

Small group discussions, as well
as community interaction are sup-
posed to help participants analyze
concepts raised in scheduled presen-
tations.

Sixty participants will be select-
ed through an application process.
The seminar is looking for under-
graduate and graduate students and
young professionals who are inter-
ested in the topic of the seminar,
specifically the ways in which the
exchange of ideas and materials have
transformed the lives of peoples

across Asia and the Pacific.

This is the second session to be
held in Hawai‘i as well as in the
United States.

Last year’s inaugural seminar in
Hawai‘i gathered speakers and par-
ticipants from all over the Asia-
Pacific region to consider the theme
of “Negotiating Pacific Identities:
Ethnicity, Encounters and Self-
Determination.”

Begun in 1985 in Japan by
UNU, the Global Seminar Series
aims to increase awareness and
enhance understanding of contempo-
rary global issues. The series consists
of seminar sessions organized and
hosted by various higher education
institutions throughout a given year.

In recent years, the Global
Seminar Series has branched outside
Japan to South Korea and most
recently to the United States through
the University of Hawai‘i.

The School of Hawaiian, Asian
and Pacific Studies (SHAPS) at the
UH Manoa and the UNU of Tokyo,
Japan are sponsoring this event.

Applications to participate are
being accepted through Jan. 28,
2005.

More information and applications
may be accessed through the Web site at
www.hawaii.edu/shaps/unconf/2005

“Freedom of Information:

Capitol to host
media workshop

Workshop for the Media” will be put
on by the Office of Information
Practices (OIP) Tuesday, Jan. 25 from
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the State Capitol,
Conference Room 224.

Experts will brief journalists on
Hawai‘i’s open records and meetings
laws, with special focus on issues and
concerns of interest to the media.

OIP director Les Kondo and
University of Hawai‘i Professor
Beverly Keever will conduct the
workshop and discuss the sunshine
law, open records law and procedures
for gaining access to state and county
meetings and documents.

Attendees should bring a brown-
bag lunch or bring money for the
sandwich-ordering service.

The workshop is free. To RSVP
e-mail he-mc@verizon.net

For more information call 748-
0880.
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Clarification

The cover photo of the January
10 issue of Ka Leo was taken
by Ka Leo Associate Photo
Editor Jamm Aquino.
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Announcements
Clinical Reseach Center Study

Undergraduate women ages 18
to 26 are needed for a study of
risk factors for heart disease.
Benefits include screening for
diabetes, cholesterol, body com-
position tests, helping researchers
learn how heart disease develops,
and at completion, a $30 gift cer-
tificate at the UH bookstore.

For more information call 983-
6242 or e-mail crc@kapiolani.org.

Career Opportunities to protect
the environment

The state Public Interest
Research Groups (PIRGs) are a
nationwide network of state-based
environment advocacy groups.
This year, PIRGs is hiring 150
graduating college students to join
the ranks of progressive thinking
and advocacy.

Moira Chapin, the Hawai‘i
Field Organizer, will be holding
an informational session on Wed.,
Jan. 26 from 3 p.m. to 3:45 p.m.
in Campus Center 306. On Thurs.,
Jan. 27 Chapin will also be con-
ducting interviews.

For more information, log on
to www.pirg.org/jobs, contact
Chapin at mchapin@pirg.org, or
inquire at the Career Center.

Lectures

Intersections, a free public lec-
ture

When: Jan. 25, 7:30 p.m.
Where: Art Auditorium

Paul Pfeiffer presents a lecture
on ground-breaking work in
video, sculpture and photography
using recent computer technolo-
gies to dissect the role that mass
media plays in shaping conscious-
ness.

An International Women’s
Perspective on Militarism

When: Jan. 28, 6 — 9 p.m.
Where: Kamakakuokalani Center
for Hawaiian Studies, 2645 Dole
St.

Women activists from Hawai‘i
and the Philippines talk about vic-
tims of toxic hazardous waste
from former U.S. military bases,
women breaking the cycle of vio-
lence and prostitution, issues fac-
ing Amerasian children and the
struggle against resource exploita-
tion and military expansion in
Mindanao. The event includes a
presentation by guest speaker
Gwyn Kirk.

For more information, e-mail
ellenraec@yahoo.com or call 778-
2074.

Brown Bag Biographies

When: Jan. 27, Noon — 1:15 p.m.
Where: Henke Hall 325

“Rethinking Colonial
Complicity through George
Ariyoshi’s ‘With Obligation to
All’” presented by Bianca Kai
[saki.

Freedom of Information Media
Workshop

When: Jan. 25, 11 am. — 1 p.m.
Where: State Capitol, Conference
Room 224

Information Practices and
experts will brief journalists on
Hawai‘i’s open records and meet-
ings laws, with special focus on
issues and concerns of interest to
the media. Brown bag lunch wel-
come, to RSVP e-mail he-mc@
verizon.net.

Future Directions in Historic
Preservation

When: Jan. 27, Noon
Where: Old Archives Building on
the grounds of ‘Iolani Palace

Dr. William Murtagh, former
keeper of the National Register for
Historic Preservation and founder
and former director of UH
Graduate Certificate Program in
Historic Preservation will present
a lecture on National Heritage
Corridors and Areas.

Searching for the Good Life

When: Jan. 27, 3 p.m.
Where: Crawford 115

Unasa L. F. Va’a presents a lecture
on Samoan international migra-
tion, assimilation and retention of
their own culture.

Events

Moonlight/starlight tour at Sea
Life Park

When: Jan. 28, 7 — 8:30 p.m.
Where: Sea Life Park

Cost: $7 ages 4 — 12, $10 ages 13
and up

Observe the residents of Sea
Life Park in their nocturnal state.
Call 259-2512 to register.

Study Abroad Spring Festival

When: Jan. 26, 9 a.m. — 2 p.m.
Where: Campus Center

Representatives from the UHM
Study Abroad Center will be avail-
able for questions and informa-
tion. Visit the Web site at www.
studyabroad.org.

Earth Stories Reception

When: Jan. 30,4 — 6 p.m.
Where: Hawai‘i Pacific University
Art Gallery

A reception for the display of
works by Barbara Okamoto and
Deborah Young will be held.
Exhibition dates are Jan. 30 —
Mar. 11, Mon. through Sat. 8 a.m.
-5 pm.

Indonesian Randai

When: Jan. 28 — 29, Feb 3 — 5,

8 p.m., Feb. 6 at 2 p.m.

Where: Kennedy Theatre

Cost: $3 UHM students with vali-
dated ID, $15 general, $12
seniors, military, faculty/staff, $10
non-UHM students

“Luck and Loss: Manandin’s
Gamble” by Musro Dahrizal,
translated by Eva Nukman and
Kirstin Pauka, and directed by
Kirstin Pauka.

A tale of romance and mischief
featuring martial arts, dance, live
music and explosive drum-like
pants-slapping. Jan. 29 and Feb. 5
shows will include a pre-show
chat at 7 p.m. Feb. 5 show will be
interpreted in American Sign
Language.

An Evening with Carol
Channing

When: Jan. 28, 7:30 pm.
Where: Hawai‘i Theatre
Cost: $35 — $55

Carol Channing accompanied
by pianist Glen Roven will be
performing. For more info call
528-0506 or log on to www.
hawaiitheatre.com.

Auditions

HPU Theatre Spring Production
Auditions

When: Jan. 28 at 7 p.m., Jan. 29
and 30 at 12 p.m.

Where: HPU Theatre on the
Windward Campus

Auditions for “The Miser” by
Moliere, directed by Joyce
Maltby.

Cruel Theatre Auditions

When: Feb. 5, 10:30 a.m. — 12:30
p.m.

Where: Kennedy Theatre, back
entrance

Nine males are needed for
auditions for Frank McGuinness’
“Observe the Sons of Ulster
Marching” directed by Taurie
Kinoshita. Auditions will consist
of cold readings, no preparation
necessary, monologues welcome,
please come early.
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UH Tsunami Relief Fund Drive

| UH'’s International Student

Services, International
Student Association, the
YWCA, and the Thai Student
Association are having a
Tsunami Relief Fund drive this
week onto the next, and
should be at Campus Center
near Starbucks from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. daily.

CHRISTOPHER WARSH
Ka Leo 0 Hawai

Ben Harper’'s newest
release for fans only

By Julia Wieting
Ka Leo Staff Writer

The album, “There Will Be a
Light” pairs the venerable trio the
Blind Boys of Alabama with neo-
gospel crooner Ben Harper. It
includes 11 songs total, seven new
songs by Harper, including one
instrumental, “11th
Commandment,” one traditional
hymn, “Mother Pray,” and two
covers, along with three others.

I suspect this album is the lat-
est installment in Harper’s ego-
driven crusade of righteousness to
bring morality to music, exempli-

fied by the typical song “Wicked
Man.” Nevertheless, he has pro-
duced a smooth and fervent
album.

Unfortunately, the Blind Boys
are often relegated to backing
vocals, a waste of their talent. The
exceptions are “Satisfied Mind,” a
solid riff on life unencumbered by
the false promise of wealth, and
the traditional spiritual song
“Mother Pray.”

For the most part the songs
work. “Picture of Jesus” is pre-
dictably sappy and uninteresting.
“Take My Hand” is a sparse but
optimistic song that contains some

of Harper’s most concise and
powerful writing on the album.
The best songs are Bob Dylan’s
“Well, Well, Well,” in which the
unadorned vocals plead for the lis-
tener’s spiritual redemption with-
out sentimentality, and the surpris-
ingly light-hearted “Church on
Time.”

If you’re already a Ben Harper
fan, you will want to add this to
your collection. But if you’re not,
then save your money and buy
Harpers’ second album, “Fight for
Your Mind,” instead. It’s fresher
and won’t leave you feeling like
you’ve heard it all before.

Book takes good
look at bad words

By Sabrina Favors
Ka Leo Staff Writer

There are words out there,
words where even the sound of
them can make us cringe. The
meanings are sometimes harmless,
but the sound of the word out loud
is enough to make a person giggle
nervously. Other times it’s the
image the word produces that has
that effect. The world is full of
these words, prompting Andrew
Witham and Brian Snyder to write,
“The Dictionary of Uncomfortable
Words: What to Avoid Saying in
Polite (or Any) Company.”

The small light green book con-
tains a collection of words that
“aren’t dirty, but they cause a
markedly uncomfortable reaction in
a group,” as the two authors say in
their introduction. Witham and
Snyder advise readers to “play
along” and read the words aloud as
they make their way through the
book. Or better yet, say some of
them at a party and watch the reac-
tion of others.

Witham and Snyder organize the
words alphabetically, but there are
underlying categories for the
words. Some, like uvula, abreast,
and feckless have harmless mean-
ings, but for some people, they just
don’t sound so innocent when spo-
ken aloud. Most of the words fall
into this category, which is the larg-
est. Some don’t seem innocuous,
such as orifice or suck, but that’s
due to the pervasiveness of the
word as one to cause discomfort.

The “definitions” of these words
are jokes, which at times sound sar-
castic; though a few include some
mention of the actual meaning.
Most of them are funny, but some,
like the definition for arrears and
rag, are hardly jokes at all and
sound very juvenile.

Luckily, the authors didn’t stick
to words that are uncomfortable
solely due to sexual innuendo and

bodily functions. They also includ-
ed some medical terms and health-
related words that make readers
look away with a grimace. Some
people faint at the sight of blood,
or at least, don’t care to look at it.
And who wants to think about a
colostomy or an enema? The vari-
ety is nice, but next to words like
crapulous, a “drunken headache,”
blood doesn’t seem quite so
uncomfortable.

There are a few words that
sound inappropriate, considering
the subject of the book, such as
centaur, but the authors advise the
readers to picture it, a half-man and
half-horse. They say, “Any man
that resembles a horse from the
waist down should be put in a sta-
ble with the door closed.” Witham
and Snyder place the discomfort
into these words, illustrating the
subjectivity of their dictionary.
After reading their definitions of
sauce and marmalade, the reader
may think these are “uncomfort-
able” words, too.

However, this isn’t the case for
every word. In the dictionary,
Witham and Snyder included galle-
ria, box and facetious. Even after
reading their “definitions,” it was
difficult to understand how these
words made it into the book.

“The Dictionary of
Uncomfortable Words” is meant to
be a funny look at all the words
that made us laugh when we were
kids and perhaps still make us
laugh, if only to ourselves. For that
purpose, this book works. I chuck-
led when I read the word “invagi-
nate,” which simply means, “to
insert or receive, as into a sheath.”
According to the dictionary, it
made Witham and Snyder fall down
the stairs when they first saw it.

Some of the words and jokes
fall short of being humorous, but
overall, it’s a fun book to flip

See Book, page 7
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Guilty Pleasures,
Cool-B

By Nina Buck
Ka Leo Staff Columnist

I am a coffee fiend. There, I said it. I am a fiend for
coffee. There, I said it again. Fiend. Coffee. Fiend. Fiend.
Fiend.

I’ve worked in coffee shop bookstores. I’ve picked
beans in Kona. I’ve worked in organic certification.

“We don’t sell a foul-tasting brown beverage,” my
boss used to say. “We sell a legal drug.”

Oh, caffeine! Oh, coffee! Oh, nectar of the
grad student who thinks Mountain Dew
looks disturbingly like radioactive
piss! Oh, choice of the sleep-de-
prived who distrust Pepsi, Coke and
Corporate Greed!

I like cowboy coffee with
grounds still swirling in the murk. I v
like double soy coconut lattes in
uptown cafes. I like small round
ceramic mugs with stale warm coffee
served by women with hairnets in din-
ers. I like the thick-as-pitch-ferocious-
steamy cups at the bakery in my old
hometown. I like hangover coffee and
potatoes at breakfast joints. I like foamy
cappuccino served by self-consciously
handsome Italian men in
San Francisco. I
like cafe au
lait with
sweet
rolls. I
like my
dad’s
every-
day-
before-
work
coffee.

I like
the rich,
oily beans
and the
early morn-
ing smell. I
like sitting on
plush couches and
sipping with my girlfriends. I
like coffee breaks when I’'m work-
ing with my hands.

I like the warmth. I like the ritual. I
like the time spent preparing and the
time spent to sit and have a drink.

I like the stuff.

. wl®

.

aren’t

same

cup a day,

Oh sure,
soda. You can
You can treat it

But, do not have to rul

% .

Fortunately
for my con-

' science and
my coffee
habit, the

vicious cycle

. ended. I was given
a new travel mug

for Christmas. I am back

to my old ways, this time

with a stylish silver accessory
instead of a heap of trash.

It’s good to be back. Mornings
the same without it. Mid-

mornings aren’t the same without it.
Late mornings aren’t the same without
it. Afternoons and evenings aren’t the

without it.

Actually, I try to limit myself to one

but sometimes I am overtaken

by the all-night-project gnomes and their
caffeine-pushing minions.
I told you I was a fiend for the stuff.

you can treat coffee like
slum around with Redbull.
like a meaningless commodi-

ty, a means to an eye-opening end. You can

go to Starbucks if pacts with the coffee devil

are your thing. You can spend your four dol-
lars on pumpkin lattes if you don’t want to sup-
port local business. I’ve done it, too. There are
mornings when Starbucks seems inevitable.

It is not inevitable! Supporting things you

do not believe in is not inevitable. Corporations

e the world. There are plenty

lately of independently-owned cafes in this town. If I
I’'ve don’t make it in my own kitchen, I would rath-
been feel-  er throw my four dollars on fancy lattes to a

ing guilty when I locally-owned shop than to a soulless corporate
push through the doors at Volcano Joe’s. I bust- ~ conglomerate. Since I have the choice, I choose
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get a coffee to go (anytime I have class before smile at people. I

cardboard insulator and a little wooden stir I bring
stick. I finish my joe, and the Styrofoam cup
and the cardboard insulator and the little wood-
en stir stick all wind up in the trash. And the
trash all winds up in the landfills. And the
landfills already have enough Styrofoam cups
and cardboard insulators and little wooden stir
sticks in them. The landfills already take up
enough precious space. And, suddenly, | am
contributing unnecessarily to this mess. It’s
awful.

ed the lid of my travel mug while skateboard- to buy fair trade, shade-grown, organic coffee.
ing erratically down Wilder Street. Every time I I believe we change the world every day. I

take my time. I tip the baris-

10 am), I wind up with a Styrofoam cup and a ta. I can’t take any more coffee guilt.

my own mug.

We're interested in what you have to say. Here are some ideas:
Letters to the Editor
If you want to voice your opinion about an article or a letter to the editor that

Perspectives

the Letters to the Editor category described above.

Letters can be submitted in two ways: Typed, double-spaced, on standard let-
ter-sized paper, or by e-mail (please proofread). Generally speaking, we prefer
the e-mail option.

All submissions should include your name, major and class rank. Faculty
members, please include your department and position. Please remember
that we reserve the right to edit stories. You may submit up to two letters or
perspectives per month.

Mailed submissions will not be returned.

has already been printed, go

ahead. Letters should be about 300 to 400 words and reference the article it is in response to.

If you are concerned about an issue and would like to write a significant amount of text about it, you can do
that too. Submissions should be about or under 700 words. If your submission is too short, it will be included in

Editorial Page Editor
1755 Pope Road
Building 31-D
Honolulu, HI 96822
opinions@kaleo.org
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Military families learn to endure

Spouses, children
of military
members carry on

Military families struggle
through the hard times but become
stronger than ever while their loved
ones are deployed for Operation
Enduring Freedom. Tara Eslinger,
whose husband is deployed to
Afghanistan, said, "I'm proud to say
that he does serve our country, and
I'm confident in his abilities, but I
still worry."

Many spouses of military
members have it extra hard when
there are children involved. Marie
Romanstine's husband is also
deployed to Afghanistan and has a
17- month-old son. "It's harder on
him, because he's used to daddy
coming home every day,"
Romanstine said. "That was his fun
time, and now daddy is not here,"
she added.

Kristi Eaton also experiences
the difficulties of raising her 3-year-
old son while her husband is
deployed to Afghanistan. "It's dif-
ficult raising our son," Eaton said.
"I put maps up and explain to him
where daddy is and why daddy is
there. I have him writing letters and
drawing pictures." Many children
of military members are so young
that it is most difficult for them to
grasp an understanding of what is
going on. Eaton said, "When he
gets upset he starts crying for daddy.
There is nothing that I can tell him
to make him feel better. That's
hard."

Many of the military members
are usually deployed for more than
six months. Amanda Marquez' hus-
band is deploying in January for
nine months. "The hardest part is

him missing out on our daughter,"
said Marquez. Romanstine also said
she feels the same way. "I think my
husband will be more upset that
he's missing so much of our son.
He's already missed so much," said
Romanstine.

There is so much stress put on
these women that many of them
have trouble sleeping. Romanstine
said, "When I sleep it is just a rest-
less sleep. It's not a peaceful sleep.
I'm worried that something is going
to happen. I'm not ready for that. [
don't even want to come to terms
with the fact that something might
happen."

Eaton said, "I don't sleep. I
find myself channel surfing at 1 or
2 o' clock in the morning, and when
I do get to sleep, it's not for a long
period of time." Marquez also sees
a change in her eating habits. "I eat
a lot when he's gone. I get bored.
When I get bored I eat," said
Marquez.

It is a very emotional time for
anybody who has a loved one who
is deployed for so long in such a
dangerous territory. "If I were to
actually let myself fall apart, I'd
probably cry for days and days,"
Romanstine said.

"I'd probably wouldn't be able

to get up in the morning. I can't let
myself do that, because I have to
support him. If I'm strong then he'll
be strong," said Romanstine.

Eslinger said, "I cry a lot. To an
extent | feel like part of me is miss-
ing, because he's my other half. My
days are just lonely. There are days
that I feel depressed and don't feel
like doing anything."

Not only is there sadness and
tears, but there is also anger
involved.

Eaton said, "Right now I think
there is a lot of anger, because he is
not here and can't be here for the
holidays. In the six months that we
have been here my husband had
spent more time away from home
than he has here. It's been myself
and our son doing it all on our
own."

The hardest thing the spouses
must face is the possibility that
everything will not be OK. It is a
worry that is constantly on their
minds and that makes it most diffi-
cult to live a normal life.

Romanstine said, "I worry the
most that he won't come home or
that he will be so mentally differ-
ent. I'm worried that he'll see things
that he shouldn't have seen and
won't be able to deal with it in his
mind, and that he'll take it out on
us. I want my husband to come
back the way he left, and I don't
think that is going to happen."

Marine Corp Base Hawaii has
many support services for those in
need.

The Semper Fit Center allows
military spouses the opportunity of
going to the gym and taking their
children. Child care services are
provided free of charge, but these
services are run by volunteers. In
order to take advantage of these
services you must volunteer for
these services at least once a
month.

The chaplains are available

any time of the day. "If you need to
talk they always got one that is on
duty," said Eaton. Eaton is the
Marine Corp Key Volunteer for the
Combat Engineer Company. Eaton's
job as the Key Volunteer is to
inform all the spouses and family
members of any new developments
or news that involves their loved
ones on deployment.

"There are many services
offered to spouses that are having
difficulties with the deployment,"
said Eaton.

Those who are experiencing
the difficulties of a spouse's
deploymentmust take it day by day
and be stronger than ever. Marquez

said, "I think this experience would
make anyone a stronger person."
Eslinger said, "I think this experi-
ence will help me grow a little
more independent, and it will defi-
nitely make me appreciate having
him by my side."

Being a spouse of a military
member is a tough job, but each of
these wives are extremely proud
that their husbands are serving their
country. Romanstine said, "This is
his moment of glory."

Kimberly Ruiz
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Got a question?
Talk story with our
Wala‘Au columnists

Send Danny and Toya your questions
or concerns about anything that’s on your
mind to features@kaleo.org.

Tough questions deserve twice the
answers.

Editor: Marlo Ting Associate Editor: Kimberly Shigeoka | (808) 956-3218 | features@kaleo.org
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“A Dictionary of

Book: New dictionary
makes for fun reading

From page 3

fall short of being humorous, but
overall, it’s a fun book to flip
through in between classes. This is
especially true if you read it aloud
and watch the faces your friends
make when you abruptly say
“crampon” for no apparent reason

(even though it refers to a piece of
rock-climbing equipment).

Witham and Snyder don’t take
themselves seriously, as evidenced
by the short blurbs about the authors
on the back cover. And they invite
readers to submit their own uncom-
fortable words at their Web site,
www.uncomfortabledictionary.com

Car transmissions age badly

By Justin Sumida
Ka Leo Staff Writer

With advancements in technol-
ogy and craftsmanship, it is not
unusual to see a modern-day car
last for 100,000 or even 200,000
miles. Although these numbers are
becoming the “norm,” it doesn’t
hurt to provide a little extra help
to make your car go those extra
miles. One area that can use that
help is the automatic transmission.

The automatic transmission
(from now on transmission will
only refer to automatic transmis-
sion) is very vulnerable to heat.
Transmission fluid is crucial in
keeping the transmission well-lu-
bricated and cool. Proper trans-
mission fluid levels and condi-
tions are imperative for transmis-
sion longevity. However, exten-
sive idling, towing, long trips,
heavy loads, racing and similar
strenuous activities puts a strain
on the transmission and can break
down the fluid’s lubricating and
cooling properties.

A transmission fluid and filter
change removes any crud and
build up that may accumulate
inside the transmission. On some
transmissions, it is recommended
that the fluid and filter be changed
at 30,000-mile intervals. Some
makes and models call for
100,000-mile intervals. At these

times, a few internal adjustments
may be made to firm up the per-
formance and shifts. However, at
about 90,000 to 100,000 miles,
some mechanics may refuse to
change your transmission fluid
and filter because they consider
the transmission to be “question-
able.”

At 90,000 - 100,000 miles, the
transmission will have seen a lot
of wear and tear. Independent
mechanics may advise that you
leave the transmission as it is and
not change out the fluid or filter,
and they may warn you that your
car will never move again if they
do the service. The reason is that
the gunk that has built up inside
the transmission may be what’s
holding the internal parts of the
transmission together and keeping
the shifts “firm” and precise. By
flushing out that gunk, your trans-
mission may begin to slip or shift
incorrectly. If your mechanic tells
you this, you should take your car
to a transmission specialist and
ask for their recommendation on
what to do.

After you’ve changed your
transmission’s fluid and filter, you
can prolong its life with transmis-
sion cooler. To prevent fluid over-
heating and breakdown, automatic
transmissions are equipped with
cooler lines that lead to the radia-
tor. The transmission fluid is then

sent through the cooler lines and
through a series of tubes inside
the radiator. The heat is then dissi-
pated from the transmission fluid
to the engine coolant. This means
that the transmission fluid temper-
ature can only be reduced to the
same temperature as that of the
engine coolant, which is still pret-
ty hot.

An aftermarket transmission
cooler, on the other hand, fulfills
the same purpose as the cooler
lines in the radiator, but it does a
better job at cooling the transmis-
sion fluid. Instead of running the
cooler lines to the radiator, the
lines run to the transmission cool-
er, which is usually mounted to
the radiator. A transmission cooler
looks like a small radiator and is
about equal to or half the size of a
cereal box. The heat from the
transmission fluid is dissipated
through the air surrounding the
transmission cooler, which is
much cooler than the hot engine
coolant. The cost of a transmis-
sion cooler varies for each model
and averages at about $60.00, not
including installation. The bene-
fits of better transmission fluid
cooling capabilities outweigh the
cost.

Send your questions and state-
ments, automotive related or not,
to kaleocars@hotmail.com
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Rainbow Ricky Bauer (25) pitches one during the 3rd inning in UH vs.

Sacramento State.

UH scores five ‘Bows
on all-WAC team

Ka Leo Staff

The University of Hawai‘i
Rainbow baseball team was picked
to finish fourth in the Western
Athletic Conference by the confer-
ence coaches in the preseason
coaches poll released Friday. In
addition, five ‘Bows were named to
the preseason all-WAC team.

Hawai‘i collected two second-
place votes, one third-place and two
fourth-place votes for a total of 15
points.

The Rice Owls were over-
whelmingly picked to win the con-
ference, with Fresno State picked to
finish second, and Nevada third.
The Owls have been picked to win
the WAC for the past nine seasons.

Despite the low ranking, the
‘Bows did place the most players on
the all-WAC team with five.
Nevada also had five players named
to the list, while Fresno State had
two, followed by San Jose and Rice
with one apiece.

UH hurler Ricky Bauer was

selected as the preseason Pitcher of
the Year. Also on the all-WAC team
are outfielder Greg Kish, third base-
man Rocky Russo, pitcher Stephen
Bryant and reliever Darrell
Fisherbaugh.

Nevada’s Brett Hayes was
picked as the preseason Player of
the Year for the second-straight
year.

The ‘Bows start the season on
Thursday, Feb. 10 when they play
the first of a four-game series
against Alabama. The game starts at
6:35 p.m. at the Les Murakami
Stadium.

2005 WAC Coaches’

Poll

Team Points

25

1. Rice 19

2. Fresno State 17

3. Nevada 15

4. Hawai'i 7

5. Louisiana Tech 7
6. San Jose State

Preseason
All-WAC Team

OF Lance Pendleton, Rice
OF Nick Moresi, FSU
OF Jacob Butler, UN
OF Greg Kish, UH

1B Ben Mummy, UN
2B Carlos Madrid, UN
3B Robert Marcial, UN
3B Rocky Russo, UH

C Brett Hayes, UN

SP Ricky Bauer, UH
SP Matt Garza, FS

SP Stephen Bryant, UH
SP Corey Cabral, SISU
RP Darrell Fisherbaugh,
UH

Player of the Year:
Brett Hayes, UN
Pitcher of the Year:
Ricky Bauer, UH

High-tech telecast techniques here to stay

Tiny cams and
microphones
becoming standard

By Don Walker
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

(KRT) — In television sports, the
game is still the thing.

The swing of the bat in the bot-
tom of the ninth, the collision
between running back and lineman
on a fourth-and-1 play, and the clear-
out for the shooting guard with 5
seconds to go in a deadlocked con-
test.

Television delivers the goods on
those scenes, providing instant thrills
and heavy drama for the sports fan.

Today, that’s not enough to keep
eyeballs on the screen. And that fact
is not lost on the networks that
broadcast sports.

A new wave of technology has
helped keep viewers from changing
the channel.

Most of the technological do-dads
have catchy names: Pass Track,
SkyCam, Diamond Cam, First and
10, Cable Cam, SuperVision and the
K Zone.

Players are wearing microphones,
and cameras are being embedded in
the playing field.

The gizmos can dazzle, inform or,
to the sports purists, annoy.

But they’re here to stay.

The producers who put sports
broadcasts together each night know
that a generation raised on video and
computer games will not sit still
unless there is something more to
keep their attention.

“We are all thinking of things to
make a telecast more interesting for
the viewer,” said Ken Aagaard,
senior vice president for operations
at CBS Sports. “We are just trying to
keep the audience that we have and
make it interesting to everybody.”

Any discussion of the new look
of sports broadcasting begins and
ends with high-definition television.
High-definition broadcasts provide
uncommon clarity and resolution to a
sports broadcast, and more and more
oames are being offered in high-defi-

nition.

Even the engineers and the pro-
duction people at the networks swear
they can’t watch regular broadcasts
any longer. High-def is a revolution-
ary change, and is considered as
important a change in broadcasting
as color was decades ago.

The National Football League is
convinced. Its new TV contract
requires all NFL games to be broad-
cast in high-def by 2009.

Many games already are broad-
cast in high-def. ESPN has dedicated
an entire network to high-def.

But there is more than high-def to
take in when sports are on the air.
Graphics are king on television,
though there’s a fine line between
jaw-dropping visuals and useless
innovations that clutter up the screen.

One fan might be entertained by
watching, graphically with Pass
Track in three dimensions, how Brett
Favre was able to thread the needle
and deliver a laser-guided football
into Donald Driver’s hands.

Someone else will gladly settle
for a replay free of clutter.

The NFL has final approval on
the innovations. Seth Palansky, an
NFL spokesman, said the use of sky
cameras took a few years to approve
because the league wanted to be sure
it wouldn’t affect the game itself.
There were concerns about punters
hitting the camera.

Likewise the use of the First-and-
10 virtual line, Palansky said. Game
officials were initially concerned
people would second-guess what
they do on the field.

The point is that the networks are
constantly studying ways to keep
you watching, and they are willing to
take chances for the one innovation
that strikes gold

“We use a term called UVD, for
Unique Visual Difference,” said Bill
Brown, executive vice president for
production at Fox Sports. “You want
to make your broadcast stand out
from your competitors.”

Ten years ago, the folks at Fox
introduced the Fox Box to the NFL.
Right on the screen there was a
wealth of information on the status
of the game. In the old days, you had
to wait for an announcer to fill in the
blanks.

Then Fox put it on the screen.

“Nobody else had it,” Brown
said. “We were ripped, we were vili-
fied for cluttering up the screen.
Move forward 10 years, and if you
don’t see it now, you get angry.”

Aagaard remembers when the
networks adopted the first-down line.
The guesswork was gone and view-
ers knew how far the offense had to
go.

“It was an incredible enhance-
ment to the game,” he said.

CBS Sports didn’t stop there. Last
September, it put in a blue line of
scrimmage for viewers. Fans now
could see where the ball was and
how far the offense had to go to get a
first down.

Some of the gadgets have been
around, waiting for the right time to
debut on the screen. Aagaard said a
sky camera was first used in 1986 at
the Orange Bowl.

It disappeared. Four years ago, a
bigger and better sky camera made a
comeback.
Today, it’s a sta-
ple on the major
sports broad-
casts.

“It gives you
a cool and dif-
ferent look,”
Aagaard said. “It
puts you down
in the field, and

“We've had a long
history of utilizing
technology as a
way to enhance
our telecasts spe-

our mail,” said Jed Drake, ESPN’s
senior vice president for production.
“In this electronic age of e-mail, it
gets to be pretty clear, pretty quick.”

ESPN has run ahead of the pack
in terms of innovation, Drake said.
“We’ve had a long history of utiliz-
ing technology as a way to enhance
our telecasts specifically for the
enjoyment of the viewer. We want to
make a better telecast.”

The network’s SkyCam has been
a huge hit, Drake said.

“It’s a complicated system to run
properly,” he said. “We make sure
the camera is well behind the play.”

ESPN has a relationship with
Sportvision, a private company that
develops many of the technological
changes on television. The Pass
Track system is a collaboration of
the two.

“We keep telling them they
should never stop thinking about
ways to cover sports better but, and
this is the big
but, we are
always thinking
about ways to
cover the tele-
cast better, t0o,”
Drake said.
“We’re the ones
who are televis-
ing events every
day.”

it lets you fly ] At Fox,
lower and fast- C Ifl Ca I |y fo r th e the network has
er.” . big plans for its
Supervision, S nJ Oy me nt Of t h e Diamond Cam.
also featured on . " The cameras,
CBS, is another Viewer. which are dime-
innovation that — Jed Drake, size, will make
has its fans and ESPN production senior vice an appearance at
detractors. president the Super Bowl.

Essentially, it’s a

high speed cam-

era that can

show incredible detail of a ball in
flight. CBS tried it out for the Detroit
Lions game on Thanksgiving.

With all of those graphics, there
can be clutter on the screen. Some
telecasts offer a graphic superim-
posed on the field with the down and
yards to go. Most of the time, the
same information can be found at the
top of the screen.

If there’s too much, the networks
will hear about it.

“We do focus groups. We watch

“We’re
planning on
burying 15 cam-

eras in the field,” Brown said.
“There’s probably 130 to 150 plays
in a football game, and if we can get
five on this camera and get lucky
when the ball is lined up a yard or
two from the camera, that would be
great. It will give the viewer an angle
they have never seen before. We
hope it will show what it’s like to be
in the middle of a scrum.”

The Diamond Cam gained some
notoriety during the baseball playoffs
last season when New York Yankees

catcher Jorge Posada kicked dirt and
stomped on the tiny cameras. Posada
was concerned that a ball hitting the
cameras might change the route of
the ball. But Major League Baseball
and its players’ association approved
the use of the cameras.

Although the picture and presen-
tation have changed dramatically,
there is another frontier to cross.

Sound, and lots of it. For the
viewer, audio has improved in recent
years. But the technological chal-
lenges to bigger and better audio are
formidable, networks executives
said.

“Audio, frankly, is the toughest
thing to do,” Aagaard said. “Good
audio is in its infancy, and it’s so
screwed up. It will be a while before
it sorts itself out. We all claim great
audio, but when it gets to some-
body’s house, God knows what it is.’

Fox’s Brown agreed, and
explained why.

The signal picture and sound
from a game broadcast at Lambeau
Field will likely travel 100,000 miles
before it gets into the home.

“We are constantly trying to keep
the audio pace with the video,”
Brown said. “If it doesn’t, it can be
frustrating. But as the technology
improves with high-def and surround
sound on TV, that will result in better
audio quality.”

The cable companies are paying
attention, too. A small number of
cable systems around the country
offer subscribers the option of watch-
ing a game with a different camera
angle.

“Believe it or not, the U.S. is far
behind the rest of the world in TV
technology,” Brown said. “In the
United Kingdom, viewers have more
choices, and there is more interaction
between the viewers and the broad-
casters. In London, viewers can
watch four soccer games in four
quadrants on their television, or use
their clicker and focus in on one
game.”

“I can’t tell you today what ESPN
will be doing in three years, but |
know something we’ll be doing in 18
months,” ESPN’s Drake said. “It’s
one of the most exciting parts of
what we do.”
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