
BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY: Kathleen Shimizu 

 

Kathleen Leilehua Marciel Shimizu was born in Hilo, Hawaiʻi on June 23, 1955 to parents 

Eleanor Branco and David Marciel. Kathy is the eldest of two siblings and comes from a 

ranching family. She recalls memories of training to herd cattle from her grandpa and grandma 

Branco, learning castration and branding, and having a freezer full of meat. Kathy is a Hilo 

Viking Alum and later moved onto majoring in Animal Science at the University of Hawai’i at 

Mānoa. She shares these same childhood experiences with her cousin, Davianna McGregor and 

later worked in Ethnic Studies department doing oral history interviews. Kathy accepted a 

position on the Experiment Station in Waialeʻe through the University of Hawaiʻi. She shares her 

time on the farm as a female worker, the experiments being conducted, and moving up the ranks 

from cattle, poultry, and piggery. She explains the ins and outs of a typical day on the farm and 

shares stories of the working families on the station she’s met along the way. Kathy worked on 

the farm for six years, it’s where met her husband Paul and they later started their family. Kathy 

returned to school to get a teaching degree and began teaching elementary education on the north 

shore. She shares with us ongoing issues facing Waialeʻe today, her hopes for the future, 

memories from her childhood in Waialeʻe, and her work on the farm. Kathy is currently retired 

and is actively working to preserve Waialeʻe for the abundant and rich place she’s always known 

it to be.  
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INTERVIEW INDEX: Kathleen Shimizu 

 

00:00:00 - 00:22:11 BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

Birthplace and parent’s work. Ancestors on paternal and maternal sides. Siblings and Cousins. 

Educational background.  

 

00:22:12 - 00:32:28 AGRICULTURAL STATION  

Worked with Ethnic Studies and doing oral histories. Majored in Animal Science. Interviewed 

for a position to work in Waialeʻe. Speak to the north shore prior to Turtle Bay. Living on the 

farm and expenses. Work environment on the farm as a female station worker. Studies conducted 

on the farm. Animals on the station and various jobs conducted on the farm.  

 

00:32:29 - 00:43:50 EXPERIMENTS  

Poultry. Leghorns, egg laying birds. Nutritional dies for birds. Weighing meat birds. Tedious 

repetitive work. Fertilized eggs and eggs for consumption. Various birds for studies, slaughter, 

and sale. Cattle work.  

 

00:43:51 - 00:48:08 CATTLE 

Holsteins cattle. Sorting cattle. Milking barn. The process of dairy. Diet of the cows. Genetics 

and breeding cows.  

 

00:48:09 - 00:51: 58 PIGGERY 

Castration. Artificial insemination. Nutritional checks. Later came rabbits.  

 

00:51:59 - 00:56:15 AFTER THE FARM 

Had children and left the farm after six years. Met husband on the farm. Married. Went back to 

school and taught at Sunset Elementary. Husband is a retired lifeguard and is very familiar with 

the beach on the north shore.  

 

00:56:16 - 01:11:03 LAY OF THE LAND 

Dairy Road. Cottages for Wayward boys dating back to Kamehameha IV. The Jail (across from 

Crawford’s home. Water source on the Mauka side and a well. Beach homes. Waialeʻe Beach 

park is currently closed. Rocky shoreline. Tako holes, humuhumu, ulua, limu kohu, and various 

marine life.  

 

01:11:04 - 01:14:33 FAMILY CONNECTION 

Familiarity of Waialeʻe. Ocean presence. Comfort and undeveloped. Family ties.  

 

01:14:34 - 01:18:28 EXPERIENCE ON THE FARM 
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Roberty Inyoe, piggery herdsman. Dairy and poultry herdsmen. Mr. Ikeda. Mr. Fisher. Tractor 

operator and steersmen. Ocean goers and land lovers. Houses on the lot.  

 

01:18:29 - 01:20:16 MOTOCROSS 

Raceway.  

 

01:20:17 - 01:28:49 FAMILIES OF WAIALEʻE 

Hasebe family. Narvez family. Grandpa Hasebe was a laborer on the farm and shorelined fish. 

Kuleana land. Fish pond. Paul Eguires, Ranchers who lease parcels surrounding the station. 

Military operations.  

 

01:28:50 -01:37:51 OBSERVATIONS  

Erosion on the beach. Siliar weather from her time working on the farm. Warmer now during the 

summer time. Hardcore fisherman. Protective of the area from being developed or renamed. 

Families of the Quonset homes. Waialeʻe is very isolated. Divers.  

 

01:37:55 - 01:43:55 FOND MEMORIES 

Spending time with the Hasebe family and learning from them. Closing of the Ag. station. 

Ranching and the Eguires family.  

 

01:43:57 - 01:47:10 TEACHING AFTER THE FARM 

First job in Kaʻaʻawa. Transferred to Sunset Elementary. Her current home on Ag. land.  

 

01:47:12 - 01:54:26 FUTURE FOR WAIALEʻE 

Assessment of the land and research from a cultural aspect. Community parcels. Land back to 

the people. Low impact and no harm to the land. Continuation of cattle.  

 

01:54:27 - 01:57:09 CLOSING 

Wrap up of interview. Fisher family. Husband’s fire station assignments.  
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ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW 

 

with 

 

 Kathleen Shimizu (KS)  

 

Pūpūkea, HI 

 

May 15, 2023 

 

BY: Davianna Pōmaikaʻi McGregor (DM), Landon Tom (LT), and Dani Kaohe David (DK) 

 

DM: What’s the what’s time? 

  

LT: Recording. And it’s a 9:58. 

  

DM: 9:58. 

  

LT: 9:56. 

  

DM: Okay. Okay. All right. we’ll start. All right. Well thank you so much for agreeing to share 

your experiences with Waialeʻe on Oʻahu. And today is Monday, May 15th, 2023. And 

we’re here with Kathy Marciel Shimizu in her home in Pūpūkea on Oʻahu. And the time 

is 9:56 a.m. and interviewing Kathy is myself, Davianna McGregor, director for the 

Center for Oral History at the University for Hawaiʻi Mānoa and Landon (Tom) and Dani 

Kaohe David, who are both graduate research assistants with the UH Mānoa Center for 

History. Thank you for inviting us to your home. 

  

KS: Sure. (Laughter) 

  

DM:  So we wanted to start by having you please give us your full name. 

  

KS: Full name. K so, Kathleen Leilehua Marciel Shimizu. (Laughter). 

  

DM: And what do you go by? 

  

KS: I go by Kathy Shimizu. Yeah. 

  

DM: Okay thank you. And when and where were you born? 
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KS: In Hilo. And it was still, Hawaiʻi was still a territory at the time. So June 23rd, 1955. 

Yeah. 

  

DM: And so. And were you raised—where are the places that you were raised? 

  

KS: Well, let’s see. I was raised, born and raised in Hilo, and I stayed until I graduated 1973. 

And then I moved to Oʻahu to go to the University of Hawaii. And after that, I stayed on 

and worked here. Had my family here. 

  

DM: So who is your mother and where was she from? 

  

KS: My mother is Eleanor, they called her Sissy Branco. And I’m not certain the 

documentation isn’t there as to whether she was born in Laupahoehoe on the Big Island 

or in Hilo. And yeah, she grew up there. 

  

DM: And what was her life work? 

  

KS: She, from what I understood, is she. . . .she did a couple of things. Some of it was 

secretarial, but she also worked to do floral arranging for Flowers of Hawaiʻi, which was 

just a talent, a natural talent that she had. Yeah. 

  

DM: Definitely. And who is your father and where is he from? 

  

KS: Okay, my father is David Marciel, and he. . . .he grew up in Maui, in Lahaina. His family 

is originally from Kaupō, but his—he actually his youthful years were in Lahaina, right 

on the beach. So lucky. And but he eventually made his way to the Big Island and 

finished his schooling at Hilo High in Hilo. So I’m not really sure how that happened. So 

he stayed there and became employed there as well and finally moved back to Oʻahu. 

  

DM: So what kind of work did he do? 

  

KS: He was a truck driver. He started out that way with Hawaii, HT&T, Hawaiʻi Transfer and 

Transport. And then I guess he—they needed a trainer on Oʻahu. So the company asked 

him to move here, and then he became employed with B and C Trucking and eventually 

worked his way up into administration. Yeah. 

  

DM: B and C. 

  

KS: B and C, trucking. Mm hmm. 
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DM: Okay. And can you tell us what you know about your ancestors on your—your father’s 

side and where they were from and what they did? 

  

KS: Most of what I know I had to read because I grew up with my Branco side. But the 

Marciel side is the side where I get my Hawaiian from. And so that was very intriguing 

and it’s sometimes hard to find information because of the documentation not being 

there. So my—my great great grandfather was from France, and that’s where the Marciel 

came from. I didn’t know that. So I guess he was a bit of a rebellious person. So he was 

an activist against the French government and so he was wanted. So he moved to 

Portugal. And in Portugal, I guess he was still reachable by the government, so he went to 

the Azores. And then in the Azores, he married and had his children there. Very 

interesting. And then my great grandfather moved to—he somehow he made his way to 

San Jose to farm. And then he must have had an offer to go on a whaling ship and made 

his way to the Arctic. And while in the Arctic whaling, his ship was stranded or ice 

bound. And so he was rescued by the Kohala, which somehow once had been up there 

whaling as well. So he jumped on the Kohala and ended back here in Hawaiʻi. So it’s 

really quite fascinating. Yeah. And so while I guess he went to the island of Maui and 

while in Maui, he married my grandmother was the first Hawaiian in—on that side of the 

family. And, you know, I can’t even remember her name there. She there is just her name 

and no history beyond that. So that was the first Hawaiian in the family. And the—the 

interesting thing was how he. . . .he married her. So when he got to Maui, he worked at, 

you know, several ranches. And he ended up working for a man named Enos. He was a 

rancher. And he told him, you know, okay, you work for me. I buy whatever you need, 

your clothes, your food, you stay here. But no money exchanged. And so down the line, 

he—they came across this Hawaiian man and his daughter. And so Mr. Enos told my 

grandfather, you know, ask him if you could marry his daughter. So he did. And so that’s 

how we. . . .we we got her into the family and then Mr. Enos said okay you know, said, 

okay, now it’s time for you to have your own own property. So he said, you go and you 

put an offer in for the land from Haleakalā, the rim, all the way down to Kaupo that 

whole strip of land. So he outbid someone and he ended up getting that property and the 

ranching was in the family, you know, at that point. And then, Mr. Enos, so that I think 

the marvel about him was that he saved all the money that my grandfather earned 

working for him and had him use that to buy his land, to—and to build this house. And he 

gave him several head of cattle so he could start his own ranch. So... 

  

DM: That’s amazing. 

  

KS: Yeah, Mr. Enos was a very good man. 

  

DM: Yeah. 
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KS: I wish I could meet his family and thank them for. . . .for that. You know, just amazing. 

Yeah, yeah, yeah. And then. Then my grandfather came a long—was born, and he 

worked quite a bit with the state. He was a magistrate at one point during that time. 

That’s what they call the judges. But he worked in as a principal, which I guess today 

would be like a district supervisor, district superintendent for the schools on the north 

side of Hilo. And then he worked for the Department of Health eventually. So he was 

pretty active, very active in the Catholic Church. And then my grandmother was a teacher 

for about 25 years in Maui. And then she loved singing, love the music, was very proud 

of her Hawaiian lineage. And she always—she would speak in Hawaiian, and I don’t 

know a lot about her because we would have to go visit her in Maui, because my father 

lived on Oʻahu. And she—it was very Hawaiian. There was always poi and fried fish. 

And there’s that—just that gentle Hawaiian love that you get, that sense you get when 

you go to her house. And it was a very calming place. And my grandfather was lovely, 

too. Just a very nice man. So I don’t know a lot about that. I wish I had. But they had a 

little farm. They’d raise things in the backyard. And so agriculture kind of tracked 

everybody along the way, right? 

  

DM: Yeah. 

  

KS: Yeah. 

  

DM: So can you tell us about your ancestors on your mother’s mom’s side? 

  

KS: Okay. Well, I grew up with my grandma and grandpa Branco because my mom passed 

when I was two and my sister was two and a half [months old]. So growing up there, I 

guess the furthest back I can remember firsthand are the Meyer family, which is my 

grandmother’s side. And so that’s where the German comes from. And my grandfather 

was in—always had ranching some form of ranching going on either in Waimea or in 

Hilo area. And he always had hundreds of head of cattle. And he would he would—he 

would go on to different ventures. I remember hearing that he also was in the auto 

industry selling cars for the auto businesses. And then he went into the dairy industry, 

which was—I think it was very difficult. He was—he was at the forefront though. 

He. . . .he was the first one to do pasteurization on Hawaii Island. And he was a generous 

man. And so and people would come with their children and they didn’t have money, but 

they needed milk or any kind of dairy products. He’d just give it to them. And I think that 

kind of was part of his downfall as well. And the Depression. So he. . . .he pretty much he 

didn’t file for bankruptcy. He refused to do that. But he went broke in the dairy industry. 

And then his mother, who was pretty well off, helped him. You know, she. . . .she helped 

him get back on his feet and he ended up raising pigs. And the Navy or not the Navy or I 
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should say, the military at the time needed a source of food for the men. And so my 

grandfather was a provider of pork for the military and the income he earned from that 

pork—selling that pork went to pay the debts he had accrued in the dairy industry or 

ranching or whatever, you know, venture he was in. And I think that says a lot about him 

because he could have easily just gone forward and left that be. But he. . . .he paid off all 

his debts. And I think that’s probably where we get some of our good habits from, right? 

(laughs). Yeah. So I grew up with them and we always had cattle on the homestead in 

Hilo, and then we had horses and all my uncles, they had second jobs at their primary 

level was they each had a ranch, different sizes, but they all had a ranch. And I mean, 

that’s just sort of in the bloodline. And I love that. And I guess that’s why I went into 

agriculture as well. 

  

DM: Yeah. 

  

KS: Yeah, yeah. 

  

DM: You have animals, too? 

  

KS: I’m trying to get the wild chickens to lay some eggs in my—over there for me. But, you 

know, they’re being difficult. Somebody else is feeding them as well. Yeah. 

  

DM: So what kind of—how, what did you learn growing up on the ranch? What kind of things 

were you, were you responsible for growing up? 

  

KS: Well, you know, it’s. . . .it’s funny, back then, as children, you just kinda ran around 

wild. You know, you weren’t—you just knew what you had to do. You watched and you 

listened and you just knew what was expected of you. But we had such free rein. We had 

30 acres to run, to go in the rivers, you know, and the pasture filled up with water to 

swim in those big lakes that form that we weren’t supposed to swim in, but we did 

anyway. We tried to get on the horses and ride them, just hanging on to the maine. And, 

you know, we’d always get in trouble because the horses were workhorses, you know, 

they weren’t—they weren’t just for riding like people have them mane. They were 

trained to herd cattle. And I think the best thing I loved was when it was braning and 

castration day and all the kids from the family would gather around the corral and we’d 

watch them, you know, herd the cattle and rope them up and castrate and brand them. 

And I look back and I think that was rather brutal, but, you know, we just we took it 

matter of factly because we had to mark our cattle so that they’d know it was ours when 

we sent them to market. And, you know, we castrated them. So they grew out better as 

steers. And it was wonderful. You know, we always had a lot of meat in the freezer and 

we shared with people and family and it was a quite a process. We’d slaughter right there 



 8 

at the ranch or at our family farm, and then we’d have to take, you know, the beef to the 

icehouse, get a permit and let it ice for, you know, several days. And then we’d bring it 

home and the whole family would line up along this long table and we’d all, you know, 

the meat would be cut by my grandma other, who was a butcher’s daughter. She was 

amazing. And she would cut all the meat up and we’d wrap it and label it and put it in 

this huge freezer. And, you know, we’d have we eat from tongue to tail pretty much. I 

didn’t, but the most of the elders did. And we were very fortunate. We always—we didn’t 

have a lot of money, but we always had food on the table. And I just love that about our 

family. And we—grandma would make, you know, Portuguese sausage and blood 

sausage, and she’d have—we had a smokehouse with a forno, which was a Portuguese 

oven, and she would make bread in there and they would do jerk meat out in the other 

part of the smokehouse. And it’s just amazing what they were able to do. As we talk 

about sustainability, we don’t know what sustainability is until we go back and look at 

that generation because it was a lot of work, you know, it wasn’t a trend, it was 

sustenance. And I, I just look back and I wish I had learned how to do some of that, you 

know? So we were very fortunate. We had a great rich childhood. Yeah. 

  

DM: Yeah. To disclose that I also—Kathleen as my cousin and we share the same 

grandparents and experiences on the farm (laughter). 

  

KS: Yeah. 

  

DM: And the—and the slaughtering of the animals (laughs). 

  

KS: Yeah (laughs). 

  

DM: So how many siblings do you have and where are you in the order? 

  

KS: Well, I’m the eldest, and then I have my sister Heather, who’s two years younger, and 

Heather still in Hilo. But Heather was adopted by my. . . .my mom’s sister, Auntie 

Margie, and she remained in Hilo. She did go into the Navy and she got out after her 

normal stint and still resides in Hilo. And then I have a half brother, Bryan, and he’s with 

the sheriff’s department. And when I came here for college, I initially stayed with my 

mom’s sister. But after she had a stroke, I moved in with my dad, who I didn’t really 

know, actually, because I didn’t grow up with him and my step mom and my step mom, 

Jean. And so after college, I stayed there with them during my last year of college, and 

then I moved out and got my own place. But my dad, he. . . .he’s very generous. He was a 

very generous man, very loving man, very social animal, you know, Always had people 

around. My step mom was the thinker, and I always want to thank her because she’s the 

one that, you know, put up with me because I was very difficult. You know, it’s hard to 
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be a step-parent or a stepchild. And so—but now I’m very close to her, so I’m really 

happy that we worked that out. And, yeah, I kept in touch with my. . . .my dad, my step 

mom, and my brother til today and his kids. I’m very close to my brother, even though 

we didn’t grow up together, you know. So I had a second chance to, you know, to reunite 

with my father and and my brother to my step mom. So it’s very nice. 

  

DM: That’s beautiful. 

  

KS: Yeah. Yeah. 

  

DM: So then can you tell us about you where you went to grade school and high school? 

  

KS: Well, okay. Well, our family, the Branco side of the family, we all went to Catholic 

school for the most part. Very few didn’t. And the intent was that we’d be schooled in 

religion, the morals, you know, good upbringing and really a good, solid, solid academic 

foundation. And we had predominantly nuns at the time or brothers from the church that 

would be our instructors. And it was an excellent education because the nuns were 

expected to go to school during summer to enhance their education or to keep at the 

forefront of what was going on in education. So we had a really all of our family had 

really very good education growing up. And then from there I went to the University of 

Hawaii at Mānoa and majored in animal science. And then after that I ended up in the 

animal science department at the research station at Waialeʻe. 

  

DM: So are there some highlights about your elementary to high school experience that you 

know or remember? 

  

KS: Yeah. I’m trying to think of the—I think the the one thing—the biggest change that’s 

happened in the schools is that, you know, the discipline is on the wane. I mean, you need 

discipline to be able—to have—to manage the class and for the students to learn and I 

missed that. It went without question from the parents. Seems that that was expected. 

And, you know, if you got in trouble at school when you got home, you got in trouble 

again, you know, and you were expected to listen and do what was what you’re supposed 

to do in school. So I thank them for that. And I think the big the highlight was our 

homecoming. And we had a homecoming week and it was homecoming like you can 

imagine today, right? Because we did things that just would not be okay to do today. So 

on Homecoming Day—homecoming week we’d have, you know, you dress a certain way 

or you do certain activities. But the. . . .the main day was when we had our. . . .our 

bonfire, the grease pole, grease pig. And it’s like—and now, if you said that, we would be 

in trouble with a lot of you know organizations, but we would leave school for the day 

and people would donate all their lumber that they didn’t want. So we drive around. I 



 10 

mean, you couldn’t even drive around without, you know, some kind of waiver today. 

But you just get in the back of the truck or, you know, everybody just pile in and go to 

different people’s homes and load up all the wood, take it down and pile it up, you know, 

in the big field. And then before that would happen, during the day, we’d have a grease 

pole contest. So we’d have a pole that was greased. And weʻd have a competition 

between grade levels and whoever was able to climb up to the pole first or fastest would 

be—would win that event. And then, of course, the greased pig. We’d be chasing these 

pigs that people loan us. And, you know, the same competition. Whoever caught the first 

pig would be would, you know, get the honor. And I just think of that now. Can you 

imagine people doing that now? (laughter) that would be just not okay. And then, of 

course, the bonfire, you know, our carbon CO2 imprint would be really bad, right? But 

we would do the bonfire and it was huge. And we would play Hilo High in basketball 

that. . . .that evening or I guess it was probably the next day. And, you know, we’d have 

an effigy of the—of the Hilo High Viking and you know, we’d be at the top of the 

bonfire and we’d burn that and cheer. And it was, it was just amazing the things you 

could do back then. Right. And you were trusted to, to make good choices. So I think that 

really sticks with me more than anything out of high school. And the great education. The 

great education. Yeah, yeah. 

  

DM: That’s amazing. 

  

KS: Yeah. 

  

DM: Never had to—got that (laughter). So then you majored in animal science, and then did 

you get the job at the AG station, right after? 

  

KS: Yeah. 

  

DM: While you were still in school? 

  

KS: Yes. So a little bit before that, while I was in school, I was very fortunate to work with 

ethnic studies, so I got a little bit of insight of what we’re doing here, the oral histories, 

and I think those were—I don’t even know if we had cameras done back then or but 

anyway, so I. . . .I worked with my cousin Davianna McGregor who graciously hired—

you know, hired me and then while going to school there. And so I then—I think I pretty 

much knew by my sophomore year that I was going to go into animal science. It was 

just. . . .it was just a natural thing for me to do. And so I. . . .I did courses in every type of 

livestock and farm animal. And then when it came to when I graduated from there, one of 

the professors who sat on the interview panel wanted to hire me, whereas the others 

wanted a man for this position because of the nature of the work, which I’ll tell you in a 
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bit. But he—fortunately for me, he spoke on my behalf and said, you know, why 

wouldn’t you hire someone that’s. . . .that’s in. . . .in that department already? You know, 

is a major in animal science. So I was hired, I think it was like about a semester after I got 

out because the position open then and came out and lived at the farm. And it was 

interesting back then because I would drive from Kaneohe where my parents lived, and 

on the way there were—there weren’t any really huge houses, there weren’t a lot of 

houses, but you drove along the shoreline. There was no shoulder to the road. It was just 

a basic two lane highway. And when you drove out, there was no Turtle Bay. There 

wasn’t Turtle Bay as we know it. There was still building the. . . .the units there. And 

there were nobody wanted to live out there. They were just about giving them away. And 

it wasn’t landscaped or anything. I thought, wow, that was the beginning of development 

out here. And so I’d pass along past Turtle Bay and passed this pond that had a history of 

being the bottomless pond. I don’t know if you remember that which they filled in, I 

believe right about Kawela Bay. And then as you come along, there weren’t any houses 

along the beach were more, what you would consider a beach house back in the day, 

which were very basic structures. And I thought the people were real akamai [smart] 

then, they were easy to take care of. It wasn’t pohō [lost] if they got washed out to sea, 

you know, and you didn’t have to worry, you know, the kids could run in and out with 

sand on their feet, it wouldn’t matter. And so from there then you just keep going. You 

pass the old jail house where the old boys home was. And on the mauka [mountain] side 

with the the old boys home, just the remnants of the structure and there’d be Crawford’s 

Convalescent home on the mauka side, where the elderly would go and spend their last 

years. And then you’d hit the farm. And the beauty of that farm was that when you 

became a herdsman, when you supervised each department, had a supervisor who had to 

live on the farm because the animals had to be tended to seven days a week. So you 

would get a house for $30 a month, which was just unheard of and free water. And so I 

was fortunate to have that. And I was just so blessed to be able to afford to move out and 

actually start being an adult before most kids are able to right? So I stayed at the farm and 

you’d work five days a week on call, seven days a week. And I say, put me in poultry, I 

guess they figured the animals are small. She’s a girl. She can handle it. Right. And so 

the men were very leery about having a female work there. And they just thought, okay, 

let’s see what she can do. So they would send me up to—across the main highway to 

where the feed room was. So you would mix—the professors would. . . .would do 

nutritional studies, so they would have different mixtures of feed. And so you’d go up, 

you’d have to go up the hill and put your order in, and then you have to bring them down 

on a forklift. And the forklift was one of those monstrosities. And so I had to learn really 

quickly. And so I had to bring the feed that was just stacked about a mile high. And you’d 

have to come down this little hill into the poultry area. And it was—it took some 

technique because the feed were just slide right off, right? And I thought, oh, no, these 

these are not going to slide off. These are going to get down there all on that step. So 
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that’s how they tested me. And after I did that a few times, it was okay. And then they’d 

have me, you know, you’d have to clear out the houses and all that. But they really tested 

me. And I think I think the best thing I could say for women is that just do your job, do 

the best you can, and, you know, before you know it and before they know it, you’re just 

another person working. And it was really interesting. But they’d have me you know, the 

chickens were enclosed in these houses because we did climate control studies and 

nutritional studies and some genetics, some crossbreeding studies. And so the houses 

were closed for environmental control for the most part. And so you’d have to go in there 

and you’d have to clean the floors of the manure in there once a week. And that was 

another task, you know, can she handle the smell, the shovel, you know, the wheelbarrow 

and. . . .and I passed the test. (Laughter). A wahine. And so it. . . .it just little by little, 

they. . . .they started to just accept you. And it was—it was—I was just really fortunate. 

Things lined up the way they did. And an excellent, another supervisor was an excellent 

trainer. And Mr. Wakamura, I’ll always remember him and he was so brilliant. You 

know, he worked at the Poultry for years, but he was—he was such an astute man. He 

could observe things and teach you things that many people would not have picked up on. 

So I was really fortunate to have him before I came in, or with me when I came in. So we 

would go out there, we would have egg laying hens, we’d have meat, birds, broilers, and 

we’d also have quail. And so we do various studies on each of them. But every day, 

religiously, you would have to collect the eggs, you’d have to take them to this little area 

that we had was like set up as a factory with incubators and things. And then you have to 

candle the eggs, which means you just set them over lights to be sure they didn’t have 

any, any spots in them or anything. And then we boxed them up. And then at the end, 

once we had maybe about a week’s worth of eggs, I would have to drive them in to town 

to deliver them to one of the egg factories, and then we’d recoup money to reinvest into 

the farm. So you’re trying to, you know, get as much money back in through the 

expenses you had to or to cover them. And. . . .and that was another trial. I never drove a 

column shift. And so I had to learn how to drive that. 

  

DM: Oh oh oh. 

  

KS: You know, the truck. You know, it wasn’t the typical shift. It was you’d have to go up 

and down and it was on on the steering column. So, you know, those guys tested me a lot, 

but I hung in there, you know, and it was fun. I learned a lot because of that. And yeah, it 

just gave me a whole different perspective on gender bias and then eventually realizing 

that, you know, you have to kind of prove yourself whether sometimes you’re female or 

not, you know, you still have to prove yourself that you’re you know, you’re worthy. And 

it was great, great experience. Yeah. 

  

DM: There was some other kind of birds from Japan. 
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KS: The quail, the Japanese quail. 

  

DM: Oh was Japanese. 

  

KS: So the quail, those eggs were like oh everybody wanted the quail eggs and they’re just 

tiny eggs and they’re they almost look like robin eggs that you get in the in the stores and 

the quail or tiny to there they were the Japanese variety and I believe we’re doing 

nutritional studies on them. So Dr. Ross would be running different types of diets on 

them to see, you know, what would what would be best. And the eggs again, were sold 

and they were very in high demand. So that would help bring money in for the farm as 

well. And they had tiny little cages for them. They it was a different, totally different set 

up. And yeah, you’d have to observe a lot and really kind of figure things out because not 

everything was obvious and the professors only came out once a week. So they would, 

they would tell you what they’d want done and you do it and they’d expect you to give 

them feedback because we were with the animals seven days a week, and then they 

would alter, you know, or design their experiments based on some of the feedback they 

got from us and the data. We’d collect a great deal of data. And so they. . . .they 

respected that we were there and they. . . .they took a lot of that into consideration. Yeah. 

  

DM: So did they do any breeding of the poultry as well? 

  

KS: You know, we didn’t—[We got them a hatchery] if the breeding would start at asagi so a 

Asagi Hatchery which is still in. . . .in I believe Kalihi today and they still have the 

hatchery there. And what we would do is request [we would get] different varieties of 

leghorns, the. . . .the egg laying birds and we would try—we would vary depending—we 

see [we would observe] the results based on the different. . . .different hybrids that we 

got. But usually it would depend if we’re doing an environmental study, [breed or 

nutritional study. then generally we would control that, you know, the type of bird we had 

and control the the nutritional—the diet. So it just depending on what kind of trial we 

were running and then we’d have meat birds and the meat birds, there are monsters, they 

were huge. And the. . . .the. . . .the sad thing about this crossbreeding is that you breed for 

size, you want them to grow fast and you want to grow big. So at about seven weeks 

they’re done. They’re ready for market. So we would have to weigh them weekly. And so 

we’d get these huge birds. They’re like about—they’re running maybe every week they 

put on another pound or so. Right? And so you’re catching all these birds, you’re 

catching them by their legs and you’re putting them in these bins and you weigh them the 

whole house, thousands of birds. And so that would be what you do every day. And then 

on the final market day, you load them up again and then this big truck could come and 

haul them to the slaughter house. And so the sad thing about that, though, is the birds 
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would be so big, they’re too big for their legs. So they’d have this slip...slip tendon that 

they would get because they’re on—they’re on cement covered with shavings. But still, 

they’re—they. . . .they suffered a great deal from leg disease. So when we did any kind of 

slaughtering on the farm to check for quality, you could see that the bruising in there. So, 

you know, there’s some things that that I think we do as humans that we don’t. . . .we 

don’t see the whole picture. We don’t realize in the process, you know, we’re sacrificing 

something else. And that was rather inhumane, I thought, you know, to be doing that. But 

times change at the time. You don’t see that. You just see it as meat producer 

[production]. And yeah, that was some some another little bit of insight you get. But it 

was it was quite grueling. And I guess, you know, my wrists are very small, so 

from. . . .from doing that repetitive work, I got carpal tunnel. So you know and I, you 

know, we get it even in typewriters or using a keyboarding. But it was very tedious, 

repetitive work. And, you know, you say research. It sounds so, you know, wow, that’s 

really academic and, you know, pretty amazing. But it was very tedious, repetitive work, 

you know, to get the data. So, yeah. And then, you know, you. . . .you have to clean out 

the houses and, you know, disinfect when you get a new herd. . . .new her—flock in. And 

you’d have to compete with wild cats and rodents. And, you know. 

  

DM: How do you control those? (laughs). 

  

KS: Well, the wildcats, you know, we would—we’d have to find our. . . .our own measures to 

to get rid of them because they were—they were affecting the the farm cats who would 

mouse and rat, you know, they’d control that and then the mongoose not. . . .not too bad 

because we were there during the day and usually it’s you know, by dusk is not too bad. 

So there would be the Department of Health would sometimes come out and put out their 

humane traps and control it, that we we just had to give them a call and they’d come out 

back in the day. They’d actually trap for you. Not anymore. They just, you know, that 

was up to you (laughter). Yeah. 

  

DM: So then you said there were the meat ones? And then there the egg hatchers, what kind 

of... 

  

KS: Yeah. 

  

DM: What kind of experiments would they do with the—those—the layers? 

  

KS: With the layers we were—we would—while taking them to that little the factory area to 

handle, we’d also weigh them and so we would weigh the fertilized eggs. So we have, 

there are two types of eggs, right? So we usually don’t want to fertilize. We have the 

roosters in with the hens to fertilize the eggs because they deteriorate a lot faster. So we’d 
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have fertile eggs with the roosters in the flock and we’d use those to incubate and raise 

more chicks generally. And then the other flock just had females, just hens, and that was 

to sell the eggs for consumption. So there are a couple of things going on, but 

there. . . .there’s a variety—a variety of things. And then we’d had a huge incubator in 

that factory area and we would—we would sometimes hatch our own birds, you know, 

and that would be another trial to see which ones had a higher, you know, hatching rate. 

And, you know, some of the guys would even throw some in there for balut, you know 

(laughs), just as a side bonus. And yeah, so there was a quite a few trials going on and. 

  

DM: Was that nutritional? 

  

KS: So there was nutritional, which where—we would have a variety of mixtures of feed 

which we do up at the...the...the barn the—and then we’d have some genetics where we’d 

get the different types of birds from asagi and then we do our—the broiler, the meat birds 

and then the quail. Yeah, quite a variety. 

  

DM: And then what kind of other like, what kind of other different animals that were on the 

farm. 

  

KS: Right. 

  

DM: What kind of experience do you—experiments, do you know were being done with the 

cattle and sheep? 

  

KS: Well, working. 

  

DM: And pigs? 

  

KS: Okay. Working my way up. So the. the—we were on the makai [ocean] side of Kam 

highway, the poultry and so was the—so were the beef cattle. So the beef cattle from 

what I recall, I think we started predominantly with nutritional studies and there were—

we would also do some breeding back in the day before art—just when I was coming out 

of school, artificial insemination was coming. . . .coming to be. And so there would be 

selection and then they would breed the cattle based on the type of, you know, what you 

selected from the catalogs. And that would be one type of experiment where you would 

check to see the, you know, how the calves did. And then there would also be the type of 

meat you get from them. And then not so much environmental or grass, but more grain, 

because back then grass fed beef were not looked at the way they are today. Today it’s 

high demand. Back then, people wanted their animals finished off on grain or raised on 

grain. So it was—that was mostly, I would say for the most part it was nutritional. And 
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we even had one...one steer was a castrated male, right? One steer that had a cannula and 

a fistula in it. So what we—the. . . .the professors did, they do a performance surgery on 

the side of the rumen or the side of the cow to access the rumen. And then they put this 

insert in there where you could unscrew the cover and put your hand and they get rumen 

samples and you could see. So that way you could test to see how the process of digestion 

and how it’s doing in the rumen. And that was quite fascinating to me that you 

could. . . .could do that you know. 

  

DM: Yeah. 

  

KS: So they did quite a few of those studies with that. . . .that animal and, you know, 

eventually, I guess, that that one went to slaughter. I don’t know. We did that only once. I 

think it was quite a process to put that cannula in fistula in and so that was another type 

of study that they did. Most of them would be in the pasture when they weren’t in the 

stanchions where they get their grain. And the pasture was really limited. And so on the 

ocean side, there was one section of the pasture that was decent. It was—it wasn’t 

swampy, which was fine. I think they usually put cattle that were gonna—the 

childbearing cattle on that end. And then on the other side where the steer barn is today 

was swamp land. And I’m not really sure if that was always the state, but it was a low 

spot. And I think because of the ocean being so close, I think the water table is high there 

or not the water table, the sea level is high. And so it was really swampy and it was really 

difficult to watch the cattle, you know, in that area because that’s where a lot of disease 

comes from yeah the swamp. And so often they would keep the cattle in the pens to avoid 

that. I do know that the pasture was drained occasionally and the men would have to go 

down and open up the pipe that would open on Waialeʻe Beach. And some of them 

actually ran into the ocean. But the one that I saw ran on to the beach. And every now 

and then when there’s high surf, the sand would block the entry—the exit to the pipe, and 

the guys would have to go down and dig it out. And if the pipe was blocked, the pasture 

would fill up with water. And when it was unblocked, the the ocean would have this just 

very rank smell from all that runoff, you know, and that’s how they control the water. But 

it was really very swampy. It really wasn’t meant for—to raise cattle. You know, 

unfortunately, I think they just used it for what their—what they had intended, regardless 

of their condition. And then so that was the the beef and the beef. We had our own 

slaughterhouse on the farm, and so some of the beef would be slaughtered there also to be 

checked for quality of beef and so forth. The majority of it would be taken to the 

[commercial] slaughterhouse, I do believe. I don’t know if it was in Ewa at the time, but 

they would take it to a commercial slaughterhouse to be finished off. And then the 

professors would go down there and get the data, you know, as the weights and, you 

know, bone to meant and stuff, things like that that they wanted to get feedback on. And 

then going further up mauka side of Kam Highway, we had. . . 
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DM: Where was the slaughterhouse? 

  

KS: The slaughterhouse was where the office was. So that big building on the mauka side was 

the feed room, the mechanics room, the slaughterhouse and the office. 

  

DM: Okay. 

  

KS: So the slaughterhouse was on the ocean side of the building. It’s rather—it was a state of 

the art. It was all stainless steel. It had a electric hoist and everything had a cooler. And 

then so then as you go mauka side, you’d have that. . . .that whole building there, right, 

that had the feed house and the the mechanic had his shop there and you would have the 

dairy. So the dairy had Holsteins which are your primary cattle breed for milking. 

They’re not great for meat because they’re bone to meet ratio is poor, so they would 

bring the cattle in from the the the pen. So the pen was like a big circle. The center—

the. . . .the lower center of the pen was where the milking barn was and then it would 

radiate out—radiate out into pens where they keep the cattle and they’d be sorted by 

when they caved cause they have to cave before they have milk. And so they would be 

sorted by still nursing ready to milk, going out of milk and then having to breed again. So 

it’s just a cycle. And so they would be brought in to the milking barn, which is really 

quite fascinating. I think there was room for four cattle at a time to be milked and they 

had a vacuum milker and so you did—there’d be suction cups and you just stick them on 

the teats after you disinfected them. And then the machine would indicate when the 

milking—the milk was gone and then the milk would go right through a pipe from the 

hoses attached to the milking machine, right into the refrigerated tank. And then from the 

tank would be hauled by a refrigerated truck to Meadow Gold in town. So it was a—it’s a 

quite a process for for dairy. And the sad thing about the cattle is were—when they’re on 

the—in the pens, the pens are predominantly cement flooring and it’s really hard on the 

hooves. Animals don’t do well on cement. So we had some hoove problems there. For the 

most part, they eat grain, but they also have a lot of silage. And one of the big events was 

when they—we were in silane pineapple tops [ and fed them to the cattle]. We had our 

own trench silos and we ensiled on pineapple tops and chopped them up and fitted to the 

cattle for roughage. And when the milk was eventually tested, there was heptachlor in the 

milk which came from the pineapple. And so we had to continue to milk the cattle to get 

all that out of the system. But all that milk was—had to be thrown away. So it was, you 

know, you just kind of learn along the way you think you’re doing a good thing, but 

you’re not necessarily doing so and so. So the cattle would. . . .when they. . . .when they 

were bred so that they would have their calves so they could be milked again, they were 

predominantly inseminated for the most part. So very expensive to keep bulls. And also 

you have to be careful for inbreeding because if you’re going to breed generations, you’re 
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going to be eventually get inbreeding. So that that’s the beauty of the artificial 

insemination. And bulls are just difficult to keep in pens anyway. We know that from 

childhood (laughter). They’re always breaking out and yeah, and you can control that. 

You can control the genetic stock a lot better. Yeah. So then they would put the calf [with 

their mothers for a couple of] to the cows. When they’re there with calf, they go out in 

the pasture and then have their calves and the cows would—once a they. . . .they 

probably milk for a couple of days and then they be taken away from the moms and then 

only the females would be capped and the males would be sold off because they weren’t 

worth keeping for meat. Yeah, because they’re too much bone, too much bone to meat. 

So. So then from there we had the piggery and piggery is really interesting. I worked up 

there for a little bit. I help with castration, but they’re so noisy, they’re so extremely 

noisy, and I’m—don’t know a whole lot about pig rearing, but you’d have the sows and, 

you know, they’d all be in their pens and then you’d have the boar. But again, artificial 

insemination was big too, because the boars—have a difficult time breeding. You have to 

help them. They’re not very good at it. So yeah, it’s—that’s really interesting to watch. 

And so when they have their—they’d have everything was on cement because you’d 

have to keep it clean. Yeah. You have to shoot down a lot. And so then they’d raise out 

the pigs and then they check them for mostly nutritional, almost predominantly 

nutritional, some, some breeding, some various breeds too. And the really interesting 

thing is that one of the professors was doing methane studies. So the waste, the waste 

from the pigs would go into a sump. Yeah, it’s just a collecting pit, basically. And I guess 

it leaches out. And they would use the. . . .the waste from the sump to produce methane. 

And so you see that today where a lot of farms are using their methane to run the farms. 

And so it would just fill this huge bladder that that methane would and you would extract 

the gas from there. And I’m not really sure what they did with the gas. I think it was—

they were just tests to see the quality and such. And so that. . . .that was pretty avant 

garde for the—for animal science out there, you know, because now that it’s a very big 

concern. Yeah. The methane being given off by our livestock. So that kind of brought it a 

little bit full circle. Yeah, the pigs were just taken to slaughter after that. And then, then 

we have the rabbit. So the rabbits were unique in that they’re so prolific. How you can—

there’s so many—you can do so many studies because their lifespan is very short and 

they produce so much. So they were doing blood studies on them with coumadin in for 

medical purposes because coumadin is a blood thinner right. And so it’s also used for rats 

to kill—to control rats. But the coumadin was used for—for people with heart conditions, 

yeah. To thin the blood. And so the coum—they. . . .they were doing coumadin studies on 

the rabbits. And I’m not sure the extent of the study, because I didn’t work up there. But 

they—that much they shared with me. And they would just check to see I think it was 

more amount of coumadin and they would put in the different rabbits. And it was a little 

kind of a gruesome place to work in that those that got the got a higher dosage, of course, 

would have a lot of health problems. Yeah. And then the control rabbits, you know, we 
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would slaughter a lot of things we would slaughter to see the quality of the meat or how it 

affected them. And then they would use the farmers. The the people that worked on the 

farm were able to take the meat home out to eat. No, that was the control they didn’t get 

any coumadin and so, yeah, so once the—the professor—they think there was just one 

trial, one professor that was doing those trials for the coumadin, but I and I’m not sure 

that he was with animal science. He might have actually been more with the medical 

school, but I am not sure because it wouldn’t make sense otherwise, I don’t think. And 

then what else did we have there? 

  

DM: The Sheep. 

  

KS: The sheep didn’t come in till later. They came in, I believe, when I left the farm. So I left 

the farm after about six years because I had my children and I after the first one, I was 

able to do it still. But when my second one came, it was just too hard to be available. Any 

of the seven days of the week you had to rotate. And they’re, you know, they’re not in 

school two days of the week. So I left there and it unfortunately, I you know, I really 

hated to go because that was my thing. But yeah, six years, six years at the farm. 

  

DM: And then you met your husband? 

  

KS: Yeah. Paul was working at the farm. 

  

DM: Oh. 

  

KS: He was working at the farm as a emergency hire, but he worked more at the bigger 

animals. And he was kind of—he moved from different departments. So he really knew 

quite a bit about the farm because he got to experience everything there. He— met him 

there and eventually we got married and had our kids and. Yeah. And then from there I 

you know left, went back to get my education degree and then taught and ended up again 

at sunset so. 

  

DM: Yeah. 

  

KS: We—but we—we are always at Waialeʻe I went there as a child with my auntie and uncle 

McGregor to go to their beach house and then probably during my high school and 

college days, not so much so. And then after college, all the way up till now, we go to 

Waialeʻe a at least five days a week, pretty much pretty close depending on the on the 

surf (laughter). 

  

DM: That’s Wonderful. 
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KS: Yeah. 

  

DM: And did Paul also do like, real lifeguarding? 

  

KS: He was a lifeguard. He initially was a lifeguard and he was also working at the farm. 

He’d flex work schedules and then he—after the kids came, he went into the fire 

department and retired from Waialua fire station as a fire captain. 

  

KS: Yeah. 

  

DM: Oh okay. 

  

KS: Yeah. 

  

DM: So he knows the ocean very well? 

  

KS: He’s. . . .he’s very good in the ocean. He knows all of Waialeʻe. He knows—he knows 

the currents, he knows the reef, he knows every tako hole, every ledge (laughter). You 

know, it’s. And so it’s really safe for me to go with him because he can—he’s kind of 

taught me. Yeah. How to get out and how to get in and not to panic. So if you get pulled 

out, just go with the flow and you might come out a mile down, but just go with the flow 

and then swim to shore. So but Waialeʻe is very special and it’s so interesting because 

the. . . .the things that are special to those of us that go there, are there very things that 

keep people away. And thank you, social media, because on social media it’s considered 

a terrible swimming beach because of the rocks and coming from Hilo, all our shoreline 

is lava, right? So that this is nothing for us. But if you when you go to Waialeʻe, it’s 

isolated. So people a lot of people don’t like that. They don’t feel safe. And a lot of the 

people that are down there are there fishermen, divers. And so the tourists don’t feel 

comfortable down there because a lot of them are from Hawaiʻi and they’re. . . .they’re a 

little rough around the edges because they do those kinds of things. And it’s—the. . . .the 

water is usually clean. There’s a lot of flushing. . . .flushing action there. The beach, 

there’s shells, there’s all kinds of things to see that ocean washes up. And so nowadays 

we. . . .we just go out and we. . . .we get the lad and the fishing line and we bring it home 

and just kind of clean out the ocean a little bit. And we pick up the ʻōpala [trash] on the 

beach. And that’s—we still call it beach house. There used to be a beach house there that 

my husband lived in. And it’s not there, but we still call it beach house, the spots there. 

And that’s our swimming hole right there. We just love it. 

  

DM: So if you go down, they’re calling it Dairy Road now, which I never knew the name. 
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KS: Oh oh. ʻAʻole [no] (laughter). 

  

DM: And if you go left toward sunset, is that where the direction in which your husband’s 

family was? 

  

KS: Actually they’re almost they’re almost at the end of that dirt road. 

  

DM: Oh okay. 

  

KS: So the Narvaez family went this way and the Hasebes that way. So they Hasebes was 

his—were his hānai [adopted] family. 

  

DM: So if you go down to the end of the road, then where the park is now, who, who lived 

there? 

  

KS: That was the Hasebes. 

  

DM: That was Hasebes. 

  

KS: So it was—I guess those homes were remnants of the boys’ home. And so the people that 

worked at the boys’ home would live in those cottages. 

  

DM: I see. 

  

KS: So that boy’s home goes back to Kamehameha the fourth, he was the one that wanted 

those built for these wayward boys that needed some direction. And so the farm was a 

way for them to work and make money and also maybe to. . . .to. . . .to get a following of 

some sort, you know, find their pathway and so, but there was a jailhouse there, I guess, 

for those that are maybe a little further, you know, a little more problematic. And the 

remnants of the. . . .the boys’ home is what’s—when you look mauka is to the right it’s 

the remnants of that two story building was actually the boys home. 

  

DM: Behind Crawford’s home. 

  

KS: It’s to the right of Crawford’s home. Yeah. 

  

DM: When you say right you mean sunset side? 

  

KS: When you’re looking mauka. Yeah. Sunset side. Sorry. 
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DM: Sunset side. 

  

KS: Yeah. Yeah. 

  

DM: And the jail is where? 

  

KS: The jail is where it still is today. The remnants. It’s right across Crawford’s convalescent 

home on the ocean. 

  

DM: The makai side. 

  

KS: Makai side. 

  

DM: Where they have a lot of—they do—they’re doing skateboarding? 

  

KS: Yeah, Yeah, there’s graffiti on it. 

  

DM: Yeah. 

  

KS: And then behind that are—is the fish pond. 

  

DM: Yes. 

  

KS: Yeah, yeah. 

  

DM: Oh okay, I didn’t realize that was the jail. 

  

KS: Yeah, yeah. And it’s real interesting because mauka right above Crawford’s is a water 

source and it would appear to be—it has sort of like the same concept as the toilet tank. It 

has a flapper on it. So when it fills up with water, it turns off. So the farm used to monitor 

that, and I’m not really sure. My husband Paul, doesn’t really know what the purpose was 

for that. You know, if it was a water source for the farm or not. So that’s. . . .that’s 

something to kind of investigate a little bit. It’s really interesting being that water is what 

it is today. Right. A source of water. So it was something like a well, maybe. 

  

DM: And where does it go now? 

  

KS: It. . . .it something that’s just in the ground? We’re not sure. He’s not sure. 
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DM: Oh. 

  

KS: He said the farm just kind of took care of it. And I’m not really sure if they used it. They 

ran a pipe from there or not that I’m not knowledgeable of. 

  

DM: But it was by the Crawford home? 

  

KS: It’s Mauka of Crawford home. Yeah, somewhere up in that area. 

  

DM: Oh. 

  

KS: Yeah. So it’d be a nice little track if you can get back up in there. 

  

DM: Yeah. 

  

KS: So that. . . .that home now, Crawford’s now is Hoʻolanapua. 

  

DM: Yeah. 

  

KS: Yeah. And I think that’s great. You know, I just hope, you know, everything goes well 

with that, you know, for. . . .for. . . .so. 

  

DM: Victims of traffic. 

  

KS: Yeah. So they call them survivors of trafficking. Yeah. 

  

DM: Yeah. 

  

KS: And yeah, they’ve got quite a lot of opportunity for them there. So yeah, my daughter 

worked there and she said it’s specifically for girls of Hawaiʻi. 

  

DM: Oh. 

  

KS: Not only girls, boys too of from Hawaiʻi and donors give with that in mind. So there was 

some move to. . . .to allow girls from the mainland to come in because less paperwork 

was needed. 

  

DM: Oh. 
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KS: And so many other people are making sure that it’s for the the people of Hawaiʻi. They 

get to use that. So it’s a good thing. You know, it’s a good it’s. . . .it’s needed a place for 

them to heal, get—you know, they get schooling and everything there and counseling. So 

it’s evolved a lot, Waialeʻe it has gone through a lot. You know, those. . . .those. . . .those 

little beach house are all gone. 

  

DM: Yes, so tell us about the beach houses, so if you go down to the park, Hasebes and if you 

go toward Kahuku side, then it was Narva’s. 

  

KS: There is Narvaez and then there are a couple of their houses. There was—oh, what was 

his name? My husband knows their names. There are a couple of other houses and 

there—they were—some of them are beach houses, some were primary residences. And I 

know one of them was a Yim’s house, which I think was closest to the McGregor 

property, and then there was another one in between there. And I can’t remember who 

those were, who they were. Burgess I think it was. 

  

DM: Oh Burgess. 

  

KS: Burgess House. Yeah. And then there was a duplex. And then on the Narvaezs live there. 

That was their primary residence. And what happened was the the state decided in their 

infinite wisdom to clear the houses and make it a beach park. So it kind of exchanged 

hands. So I believe—I’m not sure if the state so owns it, and the city and county was was 

keeping—maintaining it. So I’m not sure whose jurisdiction it is now. But what happened 

was they cleared it. They did archeological—archeological studies. They pinned it all, 

and now they close the park. 

  

DM: Oh. 

  

KS: It’s literally closed. I have been on a rampage regarding that because it’s still on the map 

as a park. But I’ve called different people, different representatives, and they’ve 

researched it for me. And they said, no, it’s actually closed right now. And the primary 

reason for that is they’re trying to keep the homeless out of there. 

  

DM: Oh oh oh.  

  

KS: And I’m not sure to what end. It’s considered semi-develop because there is no 

infrastructure of any kind. There’s no water, electric, restrooms. 

  

DM: Yeah, that’s what I was going to ask if there was any... 
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KS: Yeah. So the restrooms are—the lack of restrooms. It’s a good thing and a bad thing 

because sometimes that attracts. But what’s happening is people are relieving themselves 

in the sand and they’re using wipes and wipes to not disintegrate. So it’s. . . .it’s I—

it’s. . . .it’s my crusade to kind of keep on that and hopefully get it open. And I know 

once it opens to the public, we won’t have as much you know, it’ll be more populated 

than it is now, it be used way more. But I’d rather it be used for that than just have it 

closed. You know, people need places to go out and recreate. So I don’t know what the 

state plans to do with that. I have no idea. It’s—the road has become a dumping ground 

for trash. I’ve seen another, you know, people once it starts, it populates. Right. And 

yeah. 

  

DM: So all the—there are no structures from where Narva—from Hasebe was to—everything 

has been... 

  

KS: Everything’s gone. Everything’s gone. There was an entity and I don’t know, on the 

records, it shows that there’s a surf company that owns a section of the land down there, 

but that—we were told, No, that’s not the case. And they were renting out these little 

igloos. People were living in little igloos on McGregor’s old property. 

  

DM: Oh. 

  

KS:  Yeah. 

  

DM: Wow. 

  

KS: Yeah. So but it’s. . . .it’s the... 

  

DM: The owner of that property now, I don’t know who... 

  

KS: You know, I spoke with someone from the state. They said no, I guess the—in their own 

words, they said, no, that belongs to the state. All of it. 

  

DM: Oh where the igloos are. 

  

KS: Yeah. So... 

  

DM: And then from where Hasebes was going toward what they called Velzeyland. Were 

there any homes along the shoreline too. 

  

KS: Though—Welchs has lived there? 
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DM: Oh, okay. Welchs. 

  

KS: Which is a familiar name in your family, too, right. 

  

DM: Yeah right. 

  

KS: So the Welch’s lived there. They were the only house on that spot. And then the rest of it 

is just Haole Koa and brush. And then if you go to the right. . . .right about where the 

break is for Velzeyland there is a road that they put in with their cattle gate. So the intent 

from what I heard from the state is that that road is the road they want to use for people to 

access Waialeʻe, but it’s substandard. So unless it gets improved and I think it was a 

developer, it must have been some kind of agreement with the developers of that area. 

And so as long as it’s not improved there, it’ll be closed. 

  

DM: Okay. 

  

KS: Yeah. And that that’s kind of the status of the area. 

  

DM: So is the road then closed? That—Dairy road gets close too because the park is closed? 

  

KS: Well, what they’ve done is the part that’s closed is at the end of that dirt road. There 

were—there were huge pilings, cement pilings, but they’ve been moved by people who 

want to get through. So when you go down there, if the police are down there at the time, 

you could possibly be cited for trespassing. So there are signs all up by the end of that 

dirt road. So we park on the outside and walk in, and I’ll just go under the premise of 

Native gathering rights. Yeah. 

  

DM: Yeah. 

  

KS: So, yeah, people want to go down there, you know, and they’ve even put out the police 

squad their. . . .their ATVs go down there regularly to check and—but the homeless are 

still there. They’re in the bushes there, they’re not moving, you know, they just go deeper 

into the bushes. 

  

DM: So have you ever seen any monk seals down there on the ocean? 

  

KS No, not down there. Not down there. 

  

DM: They’re asking me because... 
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KS: Turtle Bay. Yeah, got plenty. 

  

DM: Yeah, yeah. 

  

KS: Yeah. 

  

DM: I’ve never seen any. 

  

KS: Yeah. 

  

DM: And then. So what do you folks do down there? What—what kind of activities when you 

go? You folks just you fish? 

  

KS: Yeah, well, we used to go. We used to camp. Yeah. 

  

DM: Oh. 

  

KS: It was—it was the Hasebes were renting one of the properties there and we would camp, 

the kids would go down there. My daughter went down there in her bassinet, you know, 

and she was like a maybe a week (laughter) so they were exposed early on to Waialeʻe, 

but—and we’d have parties. We’d invite people down there. And then once the house 

was gone, we didn’t camp because we didn’t have a permit. And we just go down for the 

day now and we either stand up, surf, boogie board. You kind of got to know the breaks, 

right? There’s a lot of tow in, and I’m really suspicious of that. I really watch when I get 

out there, when I see people coming down and, you know, they’re starting to organize 

and do events and things there. And, you know, I get very upset because, you know, you 

can come in use, but you got to leave. You cannot be organizing stuff down there. So I 

just get on the phone, typical retiree and call, you know, the powers and, you know, tell 

them what’s going on. But for the most part, you know, people don’t go down there 

because it’s it’s a rocky shoreline. There’s sand. But to get into the water, you have to go 

over the coral reef. 

  

DM:  So is—I know my dad used to get squid. . .  

  

KS: Oh, yeah. Paul knows every tako hole down there. 

  

DM: So they still—it still. . . 

  

KS: Still got, still got. 
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DM: And moslty kala, I don’t remember the other kind. . . . 

  

KS: Even them, they don’t come in. There is a lot—there some parts of typical hinalea. What 

else? Do you have the. . . 

  

DM: Manini. No? 

  

KS: Not too much manini, you know. 

  

DM: Oh used to have plenty manini. 

  

KS: Not too much. There’s a little pufferfish, humuhumu, which are just wonderful to watch. 

They’re so funny. They stick their head in so you don’t see them. They’re really cute to 

watch. Not to much some weke, ulua some ulua.  

  

DM: Oh oh oh. 

  

KS: Yeah. 

  

DM: Out by the reef. 

  

KS: Yeah. Yeah. You got to do that—Paul follows the channel, and he’s very cautious when 

he goes out. He won’t go out to those spots when other people are there because he 

doesn’t want them to over fish. 

  

DM: Right right. 

  

KS: You know, and then we’ve had people come in, I guess, you know, a lot of people from 

foreign countries, they’re used to, you know, fishing everything in sight. And so they’d 

been doing that. And, you know, we...we have to be vigilant. You know, we have to call 

we have to let people know what’s going on. Otherwise, it just continues. And, you 

know, we don’t want that to happen. We haven’t seen it, I think, because the police 

presence has increased. But thereʻs limu kohu out there, it’s starting to grow back. People 

were picking the whole fast, but they’re growing back. Some of the coral heads are 

looking better, but there’s a lot of sediment, a lot of runoff from development. And so, 

you know, things just aren’t as healthy as they used to, not as not as vibrant. 

  

DM: Yeah. 
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KS: Yeah. 

  

DM: What about that? The. . . .the. . . .the outflow from the pasture. Is that still open or is it... 

  

KS: It’s, it seems, you know, I haven’t walked down there because it’s become a little you 

know---you have to be careful, you have to be aware of your surroundings and there are 

homeless people and some of them aren’t right. And so we just—Paul doesn’t go with 

me. I don’t go, so I haven’t checked off the outfall lately, but I have to usually you can 

tell because the water is dirty where it comes out, you can smell the pasture. So I don’t 

think—if the water is increasing in the pasture, then they need to go down and open that. 

Yeah. And some... 

  

DM: I’ve seen pictures where they were clearing. 

  

KS: Yeah. 

  

DM: Up to their waist 

  

KS: Yeah. Yeah. So tell them to check the outfall. And I don’t know if you need a permit 

though for that. 

  

DM: Well, did they ever have a permit was my question? 

  

KS; Yeah, but back then nobody you know. 

  

DM: Yeah. 

  

KS: You know how it was back then. Right. 

  

DM: Right. 

  

KS: But now people, you know, really watch. And I remember calling because I said, Oh, the 

water is filthy. Where is this pollution coming from? So they call it nonpoint source 

pollution. And it’s just Mother Nature, you know, just the runoff. Got to go somewhere. 

But I if it’s really full like that, I would say they...they need to go and find out how to 

deal with that outlet cause it’s way back in the sand. And once—you got to get heavy 

equipment to unplug it. Yeah. 

  

DM: Right yeah. 
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KS: Yeah. 

  

DM: So what. . . .when—what what what is that about, Waialeʻe that your family feels so 

close? Make—feel so close to that place? 

  

KS: You know, I think it’s just the years weʻve spent there, the familiarity, and you know, 

we. . . .we had everything. We had a big shack in the back, and nobody stayed in the 

house. It was a shack. I mean, it was a really, really a shack. And we’d. . . .we’d stay out 

there and gather there and people would pitch their tents and it was time spent and just 

being really comfortable. And, you know, you have the ehukai and it’s just the ocean. 

And I think our family coming from Laupahoehoe living right there on the shore, the 

water is just, you know, the ocean is just in our. . . .in our blood stream. I can’t stay away 

from the ocean, you know? Every trip we take has some kind of ocean or—or lake or 

pond related to it. River. So I think it’s. I think it’s that. And I. . . .just I would just say 

we’re very comfortable there, you know? And it’s undeveloped. Undeveloped. No more 

houses. Beach houses now are ridiculous. Right? It’s like they’re palatial. They’re 

ridiculous. And, you know, the erosion is coming in there, too. Are the ironwood trees 

have disappeared, the the little cliffs are caving. Yeah. So the yard area is shrinking. And 

you know the. . . .the sand shifts, you can see it shifting, you know, wintertime, it goes 

out into the hole. In summertime it comes back to the beach and covers all the rocks and 

it goes back out again. So it’s just a process. I don’t know if we’ll cycle back, you know, 

And I don’t know. I mean, the erosion, once it happens, that happens. I don’t know that 

you can restore that in any way. Yeah. 

  

DM: But youʻve notice the. . . .the when you say the pine trees have pine trees... 

  

KS: Oh they’re gone. They’ve fallen they’ve been cut down I guess by the government, the 

state, you know, once they fall in over there—there’s you might even be able to go down 

there and see one on the beach now, you know. 

  

DM: But because of the erosion. 

  

KS: Yeah. 

  

DM: The ocean... 

  

KS: Yeah. The roots are undermined. Yeah. 

  

DM: Yeah. 
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KS: So you can see them hanging. Some of them are just hanging there and then eventually it 

just becomes too much for them to support themselves and they fall over. Yeah. So it’s, 

it’s been impacted too, but it’s... 

  

DM: The high water mark has, has increased over like. . . .like from I don’t know when did 

you move out there? In the seventies? 

  

KS: Yeah I wouldn’t I. . . .I wouldn’t say that it’s increased as much as I mean I haven’t 

measured to really say, but what I can say is that it probably has in that it’s, it’s eroding 

the land more than it ever has been. So I would guess to be able to go that far in, you 

know, the water level would... 

  

DM: Vegetation line though... 

  

KS: Is way back. Way back. Yeah, definitely, definitely. 

  

DM: The vegetation line has moved maybe five feet, you would say since you’ve... 

  

KS: I would say that would be yeah. I would say that’s a fair amount. Yeah. 

  

DM: Yeah. 

  

KS: Yeah. 

  

DM: Is that your dog? 

  

KS: No, we don’t have animals (laughter), only the wild chickens (laughs). Yeah. 

  

DM: So, could—wanted to ask you about, you know, living there on the farm. What was it? 

Was it like a community of people when you lived here? And who were some of the 

other people that were living there that we might talk to perhaps... 

  

KS: Oh, on Waialeʻe? 

  

DM: Their experience. 

  

KS: You know who you might speak with is Robert Inoye and I got to reach out to him. I 

haven’t connected. He was the piggery herdsman. We were called Herdsman if we ran 

our our section and he was there before me and he kind of knew the surrounding area, 

you know, like maybe that well, that water source and other things. But he, he’d be, I’m 
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sure he’d be willing to talk to you. I can reach out to him. He and his wife were really 

good friends, so they were one of the couples there. We had the dairy. The...the dairy 

herdsman lived there, Robert the piggery herdsman. So most of them are—have gone. 

Robert and I were the youngest ones there. And then, oh, we had the poultry herdsman 

who was next to my house. So the houses were. Mr. Ikeda who was the maintenance, and 

then Mr. Loquiao, who was the herdsman. . . .before I came at the poultry. Then my 

house and then next to me was Mr. Kubo. He was. He was the dairy guy. And he had 

moved up to the other house and then Mr. Ike—not Ikeda. There was a one more guy 

who worked there and then another piggery herdsman. So we kind of shuffled. We 

moved around. I stayed in my house and then—the manager stayed in the first house, the 

closest to the office building. That he lived there, yeah. 

  

DM: Who was the man? 

  

KS: Mr. Thomson, who is also related was the initial. And then there was Mr. Fisher, who 

was my primary herdsman, I mean manager. And he lived on the big house up on the hill. 

Right up. 

  

DM: Whereʻs the big house on the hill? 

  

KS: It’s gone. It’s gone. He was right next to the piggery. 

  

DM: Oh. 

  

KS: So he lived there. And he was a great, he knew everything. Everything. And he has a 

great Hawaiian history. He’s gone, though. And. . . .and that was it. So it’s mostly the 

herdsmen. And then down below had other homes, and one was the tractor operator or 

heavy equipment operator. And I don’t know who the. . . .the other was I think the 

steersmen. Yeah. 

  

DM: And so you said some of them have passed? 

  

KS: Most of them have gone—passed because they were older guys. Yeah. 

  

DM: And so that’s when you folks—did all of them enjoy the ocean or what—what—where 

did you folks used to gather together? 

  

KS: We did we weʻd gather—well the. . . .the barn up on top the feed room was used for like 

luaus right. 
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DM: Oh. 

  

KS: For the workers. They had special events. And then we, I would say we—the—Mr. 

Hasebe and we were more the ocean goers, the rest were more lamb lovers, I guess you’d 

say. So they would kind of just, you know, hang out or go visit their family in town or the 

family come out on the weekends. But I mean, they were farming people their simple, 

simple lives, right? And they’d have the lot—each house came with a bit of a lot, and you 

could have a farm, so they’d take care of their farms, you know, they’d have their own 

produce. So they were truly subsistence farmers. They before we thought it was really 

cool to be that, you know, they, they did it because pay wasn’t great and, you know, was 

really the real deal. 

  

DM: So that that raceway that’s... 

  

KS; Motocross. Yeah. 

  

DM: Do you—are you? 

  

KS: I’ve gone up. 

  

DM: Oh yeah. 

  

KS: Yeah. 

  

DM: So when did it—what’s the story? How? When did it open up? Were you still there or 

after you moved? 

  

KS: You know, I’m not sure but DeSoto you know the DeSoto family? 

  

DM: Yeah yeah. 

  

KS: Well they’re bikers and I’m not sure if they maybe his mom Frenchie DeSoto I’m not 

sure if they were they. . . .they were behind opening up and put they put up a gate, you 

know, so that they could control people going up there. I’ve been up there. It’s I don’t 

want to say anything against motocross and I don’t know if they’re, you know, 

reforesting or anything. But if you go up there, it’s very rutted. It’s...it’s just—I’m talking 

about deep ruts. You know, we’re at a motocross motorcyclist go and I guess when it 

rains, it’s muddy, so more so it gets rutted. So it’s it’s been highly it’s—it’s really worn. 

Now, I haven’t been up there many years, so maybe they have reforested or redirected 

traffic and switched off usage. But that is something I think, for the environmentalists to 
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work with the motorcross on. I don’t think they should be displaced. You know, I think 

they all need a place like that, but, you know, that’s something somebody—a group to 

work with because they know the area. Maybe they could just work on reforesting and 

switching off trail trails and redivert you know, diverting water or something. I don’t 

know. 

  

DM: Right. 

  

KS: Yeah. 

  

DM:  So it doesnʻt get all... 

  

KS: Yeah, yeah, yeah. I just don’t like closing places off to people. It just needs to be treated 

better. Places need to be treated better. Yeah. 

  

DM: And did you get to—aside from the Hasebeʻs, did you get to know other people who 

lived—who—residents in the Waialeʻe area? 

  

KS: Down below—the Narvaez. I knew the Narvaez. Mr. Narvaez. . . .he. . . .he. . . .he was he 

was a really nice guy, very smart. He was good friends with Grandpa Hasebe. I didn’t get 

to know them really well, but they had daughters if were more our age and, you know, 

everybody was kind of doing their into their own thing, you know, everybody was so 

busy with work or, I don’t know, just staying above, you know, above water. But... 

  

DM: Where—do you know for the Hasebeʻs, Where did they work in the--in the Northshore 

area? 

  

KS: Yeah well, Grandpa Hasebe was one of the laborers at the farm. 

  

DM: Okay. 

  

KS: And he was—he also farmed down at Waialeʻe so if you look at the end of the pasture, 

there’s the bananas, it’s kind of overgrown now, There’s there’s a break there, right? 

There’s all this growth between... 

  

DM: You’re talking makai and then on the Kahuku side of the road or the sunset side of the 

road? 

  

KS: Okay sunset side of the road. 
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DM: Oh, okay. 

  

KS: At the end of the fence line, cause right now, there there—there’s a ranch there yeah. So 

they’re ranching. At the end of that fence, there’s a there’s an area in there. And Grandpa 

Hasebe used to farm that and he’d have a piggery in there and Paul used to help him with 

the pigs. And then he’d raised his own produce down there. And so he—he had the house 

down there and he would stay down there and they were able to have a house on—above 

as well. But he spent most of his time down there because he used to shoreline fish. Yeah. 

So he loved it. 

  

DM: So he rented from the state down there? 

  

KS: Yeah. 

  

DM: And he had a house with the University. 

  

KS: Correct. Correct. 

  

DM: Oh nice. 

  

KS: But he was—he loved the ocean and he loved to farm, but he, his story is very interesting 

because during the war, all of his heavy equipment got taken away. He used to be down 

in the Kailua area, and they confiscated his equipment. He had a big, heavy equipment 

company. And he. . . .he didn’t get interned or anything like that, but it really pulled the 

rug out from under him. He wasn’t able to get back on his feet again. And so somehow he 

ended up here at Waialeʻe at the farm, and that was his job. But, yeah, you know, the 

government did a lot of things that, you know. 

  

DM: Just because he was Japanese? 

  

KS: Yeah. And because he wasn’t interned, he didn’t get any money. Right. 

  

DM: Right. 

  

KS: So now yeah. . . .simply because he was Japanese. 

  

DM: Yeah. 

  

KS: Well, he wasn’t interned. You got his things taken away. Yeah. Yeah. 
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DM: Wow. 

  

KS: He told us that himself. Yeah. 

  

DM: Oh, wow. 

  

KS: Yeah. 

  

DM: But there’s some other families that live toward—from where our house was toward 

Kukaimanini. 

  

KS: Oh, that is a—that’s really good. I meant to mention that. So if you go, it’s closer to 

Kukaimanini on the shore. There is kuleana land. 

  

DM: Yeah. 

  

KS: That’s one and I can’t remember her name. Hawaiian lady, she. . . .she lives there, I 

think, with a—significant other anyway. And she works with the people who bought the 

next slot over closer to Kukaimanini, Kahuku side. And that’s where they have weddings. 

  

DM: Oh. 

  

KS: Yeah and that’s—I don’t know who those people are. So that’s one kuleana land that was 

identified. Then the other Kuleana land is the one by the steer barn where they have the 

trailer there. 

  

DM: Yeah. 

  

KS: That’s kuleana. And then right now there is some contention as to whether or not there is 

a kuleana parcel up where the piggery and the rabbit barn is. 

  

DM: Right. 

  

KS: Which is the high end of the. . . . 

  

DM: Yeah. 

  

KS: Of the farm. So the. . . .the trust, the North Shore trust, land trust, I guess had claimed 

that as part of the farm. But now this these people I guess there’s some litigation. I don’t 

know if it’s gone to court yet, but there is some question as to whether that is theirs or 
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not. So if it is, that would be great. It’s just difficult because more and more people are 

involved. Yeah. 

  

DM:  Yeah. 

  

KS: Because of the families. 

  

DM: Then they—that would be their land, not the state. 

  

KS: Not—right. 

  

DM: Okay. 

  

KS: So I don’t—like I said, I don’t know if it’s in court or how far it’s gone. 

  

DM: Yeah. 

  

KS: Yeah, yeah. 

  

DM: And what about that fish pond? Did you ever explore that area? 

  

KS: I did. I went back there and I guess there is opae in there and there’s a crayfish. I wasn’t 

really looking at the fish too much, but we’d go back there and just kind of, you know, 

gallivant back in there when I was working at the farm. And I asked Paul, I said did the 

farm use it for anything? 

  

DM: Yeah. 

  

KS: He said, no, they. . . .they didn’t. 

  

DM: Oh. 

  

KS: They didn’t. But the person who got the. . . .the. . . .the farm property or leasing the farm 

property on the Haleiwa side. What is it, Paul Igaerius? And he’s also leasing the mauka 

side of the farm from the state. From the state, Yeah. So he’s saying and maybe this is 

something you might want to pursue further, but he was interested in working with the 

trust in terms of the water supply and he has all the heavy equipment. 

  

DM: Oh. 
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KS: And, you know, he was willing to work on some kind of a water line. But I. . . .I would 

really try to work with him if they could, because he has the knowhow and the 

equipment. And, you know, maybe if they could kind of collaborate and, you know, 

compromise, maybe. 

  

DM: How do you spell his last name? 

  

KS: Egauries. I-g-a-e, I don’t know.Eguries. I don’t know Paul Igaerius. I-g-a-e-r-i-u-s. His 

father has the property up, COMSAT. 

  

DM: Oh. 

  

KS: Yeah they’re ranchers and Paul Igaerius. I have his number though if you want I can give 

it to you later. 

  

DM: Was he on our list to interview with...No. probably should yeah. 

  

DK: Iʻll add him to the doc. 

  

KS: Yeah. 

  

DM: Yeah. Okay. 

  

KS: Yeah because he grew up at COMSAT. I don’t know if that’s part of Waialeʻe. That’s too 

far down. COMSAT is more... 

  

DM: That...that. . . .that road that goes up to the COMSAT. 

  

KS: Yeah. 

  

DM: I donʻt know if thatʻs part of the... 

  

KS: Yeah. 

  

DM: It might be. 

  

KS: Yeah. But they were close with the Fishers. So he—they were there a lot at the farm. 

They might know. 

  

DM: Yeah. 
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KS: Some things, Yeah. 

  

DM: So. Yeah. So what—do you remember—I remember there are some military operations 

out there. Do you recall hearing the—the at nighttime there’d be some... 

  

KS: Could be, Yeah. We still do. It’s all along. If you go all the way to the end where the Boy 

Scout camp is and you go all the way up that dirt road, there is a gate that only the 

military can get through. And they do operations up there. They do different drills, 

maneuvers. And so we can hear them. Some nights. They do—and it’s all along all along 

the mountain line, all the way down to, oh, where is that. . . .area, the old Tamura store, Is 

it Tamura store? Or Tanaka’s store. 

  

DM: Oh yeah. 

  

KS: All the way down to there so they—you can see their trucks heading down there and they 

go up in that area more so than here. And I’m guessing it’s because our our road, you 

know, it’s it’s right on the edge of the cliff. So I’m guessing maybe the neighborhood 

might not have wanted them to use it. I’m not sure. Yeah. So they do maneuver up there. 

  

DM: Yeah. But you—you don’t remember from Waialeʻe hearing that? 

  

KS: Not. Not so much. I hear it more here. 

  

DM: Okay. 

  

KS: More here than ever yeah. 

  

DM: And so what did you observe about Waialeʻe and kind of like cycles from season to 

season living out there is it always—does it rain daily? Is it rain and sun? or mostly sun, I 

mean... 

  

KS: You know, it’s really overcast there quite a bit because even now when we go down, 

that’s kind of for I guess it’s just the way the mountains and the ocean are aligned. It 

tends to be more overcast than not. And it’s—I don’t know that the weather has changed 

a great deal. I think it’s it’s very similar to what it was when I was there working, you 

know, maybe a little wetter. Maybe it didn’t rain as much I think. Seems that way to me. 

So, other than that, I don’t see that much of a difference in—I mean, apart from the 

erosion on the beach, it. . . .it seems to be very similar. I mean, you know, it is a cycle to 
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some degree. I know it’s. . . .it’s a the cycle is has been accelerated, you know, but I. . . .I 

wouldn’t say the weather has changed all that much in that particular area. Yeah. 

  

DM: So is there a great deal of change from the winter season to the summer season that you 

noticed living there? 

  

KS: I would say, oh boy, you know, I would say—right. So if you’re talking about hoʻoilo the 

wets the changeable season. I—I wouldn’t say there was a whole lot of change. I think 

it’s very similar, you know. Kawela the dry season probably it may be a little warmer 

now than before. It seems like. I would say it’s a little warmer. 

  

DM: In the summertime. 

  

KS: Yeah in the summertime, yeah. 

  

DM: And then, so then, well, I think we talked about how the community there has changed 

over time. 

  

KS: After development. 

  

DM: So you first started working there, there are a lot of families living there or coming 

regularly or for the weekends. 

  

KS: Yeah yeah.  

  

DM: And then when they tore down all the houses, then there was no new community there 

along the shoreline. 

  

KS: Most of the people that come are very, I call them hard core. They have to do it. They 

would be shore fishing or they would be diving. And then you just have most of the 

people that are out on the breaks. I’m not sure where they launch. I’m guessing they’re 

launching probably from Haleiwa Harbor because they have their jet skis. They do tow 

in, a lot of tow in. 

  

DM: What does that mean? 

  

KS: They—so the jet ski pulls the surfer into the wave. 

  

DM: Oh. 
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KS: Yeah. 

  

DM: And they do it they’re outside of Velzeyland. Oh, I didn’t know that. 

  

KS: Yeah. Yeah. So we’re just highly cautious of who comes down there. I mean, it’s not our 

property. Isnʻt by no means, but we just, we’re very protective to keep the area from 

being misused (laughs). Yeah. 

  

DM: Right yeah. 

  

KS: Or renamed. You know what I mean? 

  

DM: So then but there’s no—the. . . .the people who are living there too that are homeless 

theyʻre—they’re camping out—that—where—from—so from the Beach Park toward 

Kukaimanini is it all homeless people now? 

  

KS: A lot. They were cleared out just recently and but they just come back. I mean you you 

know, you’re just... 

  

DM: Yeah. 

  

KS: They’re going to come back. 

  

DM: Right. 

  

KS: So unless there’s somebody living there daily day in, day out, you’re not going to be able 

to control that. You know, they cut into the water line. And so I guess they cap the water 

line recently, the government. But it’s just—and, you know, the base problem is the 

health issue, you know, where they relieve themselves. That’s a that’s a really big 

concern. And, you know, I don’t want to walk down the beach and catch something. It’s 

disgusting, you know, And it’s it’s just unhealthy. And that’s my biggest complaint. And 

then the rubbish, you know, it’s that—that’s my biggest problem with the homeless issue, 

you know, So and I don’t know how to fix that without somebody being there day in and 

day out, you know. 

  

DM: So going again from where the end of our property was toward Kukaimanini I mean, 

there’s the homeless and then is there still the kuleana person? 

  

KS: She’s there. She’s—she’s did a nice job with her house. I think she was a Quonset hut, 

but she does a beautiful job. She has her dogs watching, but they—they’re on the chain 
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and her kids are still there. I had her kids in my classes. She has a really nice job and I 

think that—she has she’s employed. You know, she’s a single mother. She’s able to... 

  

DM: Yeah. 

  

KS: Stay there and fix it up. 

  

DM: Yeah. 

  

KS: She does a really good job with that. 

  

DM: Is she the only full time person that’s kuleana down there? 

  

KS: Apart from the one by the steer barn, where you folks out where you folks kind of 

congregate. 

  

DM: Oh yeah yeah. 

  

KS: That’s kuleana. 

  

DM: Oh, okay. 

  

KS: Yeah. 

  

DM: Okay, but you don’t remember her name? 

  

KS: Oh, I wish I did. I don’t off the top of my head. You can—you can probably get that 

yeah. From her. 

  

DM: And then all the time that you were down there and with other people, did you hear any 

kind of stories about the area? You know, stories about before? In the old days? (laughs). 

  

KS: Olden days, yeah. Olden days... 

  

DM: Or from time of the Crawford boys’ home kinda days. 

  

KS: Yeah, well, I know the. . . .the. . . .the home that the hasebes finally stayed in, the Weirs 

lived there, they were Hawaiian. 

  

DM: Right right. 
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KS: Hawaiian family. Very Hawaiian. When we go into the house, they left all their things. 

And, you know, they—I think he, if I’m not mistaken, he worked for the boys home. And 

I do believe he must have done woodshop, from what I recall, because there was like a 

bed made of mango and like the rocking chair right here, you know, And there was some 

other ones there. And then when they left, they left everything right, everything in the 

house. They didn’t take anything with them. And then the others are the Welch’s and the 

Welch’s, they’re they’re quite a bit of Hawaiian history to them that I don’t know about, 

but I know their their family is in Hauʻula I believe the Welch’s. Yeah. So and I don’t 

know them. I mean I’m—my beginning here was from the university, right. As far as 

other things I can see what. . . .what we notice when we go walking down the beach 

further. There’s a lot of pipes running out in the ocean, and I don’t know if that’s from 

the boys home. I would guess that it is cause the farm took the place of the boys home 

and it’s been—it’s it’s kind of closer to that closer to Kukaimanini. And you can see 

them. You can see all the pipes running out. So that—that’ll be kind of interesting to 

know what the story is with that. I don’t think they’re in use anymore. They’re just kind 

of there. Other than that, I don’t really know a whole lot about the area. I wish I did. 

  

DM: And, down on the beach is it mostly people that live there—are the people that come 

from Kahuku in the eastside there or from sunset side there. 

  

KS: The. . . .the Kahuku, Laie side, they go to Kukaimanini, there’s like a little park there 

now and it’s actually a nice area. So people tend mostly to go there because it’s open and 

I think they have some porta potties there and it’s a little safer in that it’s right by the 

highway so people can be seen if something happens. Whereas Waialeʻe it is very 

isolated. Yeah, because we have all the brush and everything. So nobody can see what’s 

going on down there. People that come down to Waialeʻe, I don’t know, I would say a lot 

of them come from Wahiawa. A lot of the people that come to the beaches here are from 

Wahiawa because there’s no ocean up there, right. Yeah, some might come from town, 

but a lot from Wahiawa. And more and more divers coming out. Divers. 

  

DM: And I guess just some personal level. What’s. . . .what’s maybe some of your fond 

memories down there at Waialeʻe? 

  

KS: Fond memories. I would have to say, spending time with the Hasebes, you know, these 

old timers, they’re just brilliant there—they just have so much knowledge. And Grandma 

Hasebe would teach me, like, how to make—how to cut sashimi and how to cook 

different—make namasu and how to cook with all these interesting ingredients. You 

know, she was just a real natural. And then they would repot things like the orchids. 

Everything they touch grew. It didn’t matter what it was. And they love to farm. They 
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just love to farm. They would always be potting something or clearing out the field, 

harvesting. And I just loved watching that. And Paul learned how to farm from them, also 

from going to school, university. But they were the ones that made Waialeʻe what it was. 

They were—they always had an open house, you know, olden times you open house, you 

eat, you sit around, you talk story, you know, and that I. . . .I. . . .I miss them, you know. 

But I—the ocean is still there. A beauty of the ocean is---I just appreciate I mean you’ve 

been down there, you know, so I just like the isolation and it is a little---it’s wild, you 

know, it’s untamed yet. It’s—it’s the last vestiges of the country, I guess you’d 

say(laughs). Yeah. So I like that. 

  

DM: Do you have any idea about why the AG station house finally closed down and move? 

  

KS: You know, I—I’m not sure if it’s proximity. You know, the distance to the university. 

It. . . .it might also be that many of the trials they were running were being had already 

been run. You know, it’s almost like they were duplicated. The difference being that it’s 

been done in the tropics. So we took—apart from the Philippines, we are one of the few 

institutions that that do research in Tropical AG. So I would say that even though some of 

them are repetitive, we were repeating what was done elsewhere. The importance of it 

was that it was done here in these weather—these conditions. And that makes it really 

special. Why—why it stopped? I have I. . . .I don’t know. I really don’t know. I don’t 

know if it’s cost prohibitive because, you know, cattle expensive. You know, animals are 

really expensive feeds, extremely expensive. Right. And and I don’t know if you can find 

people that work to work that job at that wage. You know, it’s it’s a different generation 

now. And there’s so much—I don’t know you think they do it with Zoom and everything. 

You could do it from the university right (laughs). But I’m not sure. But they hung on to 

it for a while. And then I guess the heads of the department changed and nobody could 

make a decision. I. . . .I think people need to get out of country and see what’s going on, 

you know, and really see firsthand what what is truly going on in our people, you know, 

running their trials. Are they running them correctly? Are they know maximizing what 

they can be doing? Do they have enough resources? And I think that there’s a disconnect 

there. You know. 

  

DM: And what happened to the houses that people lived in? 

  

KS: Well, they were torn down. And these that are there now or rebuilt. 

  

DM: Oh. 

  

KS: In their place or put in their place. I think there were like $300 a month to rent. All the 

other houses couldn’t be maintained. And I’m not sure. But I’m just wondering if maybe 
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they had lead paint, too, and the plumbing, because there were old houses. They were 

formerly military homes. Military barracks. 

  

DM: Oh. 

  

KS: Yeah. So I don’t know if that was reason, but they weren’t kept up well, and I think they 

found out it was cheaper just to put—build, build new—build new homes. Yeah. 

  

DM: Are they still being rented it out? 

  

KS: So that is with the other leaseholder for the property. That’s with Paul Igaerius. So he’s 

hoping to restore them and rent them out so that he can get some money back for the 

lease yeah. 

  

DM: Oh. 

  

KS: Heʻs paying quite a bit. 

  

DM: Leasing it to that guy? 

  

KS: Yeah, he’s—he’s paying a lot more than the North Shore Land trust (laughs). 

  

DM: Oh okay, so that pasture that’s on the sunset side of Dairy Road what—that was for cattle 

too? 

  

KS: That was for the cattle and primarily it was, I would say they use it for the beef cattle. 

  

DM: Okay. 

  

KS Yeah. And I think the Holsteins for the most part were mauka, the dairy cattle were 

mauka. Yeah. So it’s really hard. That’s not a whole lot of land there actually for that 

amount that head of cattle. 

  

DM: But this person Igaerius has some cattle? 

  

KS: Yeah, he’s supplementing with feed. 

  

DM: Oh I see. 

  

KS: And he—he’s just very connected in. . . .in the livestock community. 



 46 

  

DM: Oh okay. 

  

KS: So they do 4-H which is really beautiful. So they use that for 4-H as well. And he spent 

all his life in. . . .in ranching, you know, and he’s kind of inherited all that from his father. 

So I think he’s running water lines and things, too, for irrigation. 

  

DM: Cause he was born up with the COMSAT station. 

  

KS: Yeah. 

  

DM: So he’s lived here all his life? 

  

KS: Yeah. Yeah. Went to Kahuku High School. 

  

DM: Oh okay. 

  

KS: Yeah. 

  

DM: Yeah. And then. . . .so then after—after you left the station, then you went—when you 

had your children—with you. . . ..you went back to get your degree in education. 

  

KS: I did, yeah. 

  

DM: While you had your children and then you started teaching where where did you teach? 

  

KS: Well, my first job was—where did I start at? Was Kaʻawa. 

  

DM: Oh. 

  

KS: And I loved it there. It was just a really country school. And it’s so funny because we’re 

also very close. But when you it’s in an inundation area. And so we’d have to practice 

evacuation drills. And the first furthest you could go is to the base of the mountains, 

which is still the inundation area. So we would always laugh and say, why are we even 

practicing? You know, we’re still going where the water is going to go. But yeah, so I 

taught there and it’s kind of a drive, especially when you’ve got kids in after school like 

sports. So I stay there maybe three or four years. And then I got transferred to Sunset 

Elementary and I stayed. Yeah. 

  

DM: So you were already living here at Pupukea? 
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KS: Yeah. So when I guess when Mea was born. So this I believe we’ve been here almost 40 

years. 

  

DM: Oh. 

  

KS: Yeah. 

  

DM: It’s beautiful. 

  

KS: Yeah, Really lucky. Well, back then, this was AG land. Well, ours is dedicated, AG. But 

this was. These were ag parcels. Not not palatial parcels. They were ag parcels. And so 

now it’s become the thing, the place to live for wealthy people from Southern California. 

And they complain about birds, they complain about the dogs. And, you know, it’s just 

how they—acculturation isn’t there. 

  

DM: Yeah. 

  

KS: They just. . . . 

  

DM: Yeah. 

  

KS: And more and more of them are coming here and changing the culture. So it’s really sad. 

We’re the last---weʻre the tokens (laughs). 

  

DM: Just one other thing, but when you were living at Waialeʻe were---when you go to the 

beach, did you ever experience any kind of natural disasters like Tidal Wave or hurricane 

in that area? 

  

KS: Let’s see. I’m trying to think of even when grandma folks were down there. No, 

there. . . . there was I think there was one time when there was a surge. We could see a 

surge. 

  

DM: Really? Wow. 

  

KS: Where you could see the actual wave rolling in. But it was very minimal. But it was 

unnatural. Yeah. I mean, it was natural, but it was unusual. Let me rephrase that. Yeah. 

Yeah. But no, not really. The closest natural disaster would be like a shark in the pond or, 

you know, in a swimming hole. They do come that far in through the channel. So I think 
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that was the biggest disaster or the scariest thing that happened that we were went 

swimming there and now the shark’s there. So you can’t take or take it for granted. Yeah. 

  

DM: Yeah yeah. 

  

KS: You think you’re safe? Yeah. And then, you know, we have the turtles that come in, but 

never monk seals too rocky. I think their. 

  

DM:  Yeah. 

  

KS: To Rocky to get to the sand. Yeah. 

  

DM: Right, right, yeah. 

  

KS: Yeah. 

  

DM: All that reef. 

  

KS: Yeah. 

  

DM: So let’s just talk a little about the future for that area. Do you—what do you think given, 

you know, this wetland, the water, the fish pond, the pasture area that—what kind of 

things, um, do you think would be good for the community to happen there at Waialeʻe? 

Cause it’s a state land, so it should serve the community. 

  

KS: I agree yeah. 

  

DM: What do you think a part of this community, what would be a good use of that area? 

  

KS: Well, I think we have—the assessment of the land has to come first you know, you have 

to assess can that swamp—what was what did the Hawaiians—I think I would go back to 

our indigenous people and see what did the Hawaiians do with that? Because what I see 

now is not what it was. So if we want restoration, I would—I would probably have to do 

the research on that and that would be the most ideal because they were so akamai about 

working with the land or this land is good for this, we’re going to do that. They don’t go, 

let’s drain it and let’s put mat and do whatever right. They would work with what it was. 

So I think I would do that first. And then once you assess that, you know, how. . . .how 

could you get people involved? And I think there has to be some kind of constant there. I 

don’t think the voluntary process is going to do—is enough. I think, you know, if people 

kind of like the community garden concept, if maybe there could be parcels of of a sort, 
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you know, a maybe this parcel, certain areas aren’t going to be good for some things, 

right? But maybe it could be parceled out, you know, or if we could get some indigenous 

people that are willing to farm a large enough area where they could make a living off of 

it. You know, I would like to see that. I would like to see our people, our people that have 

been here for generations. I don’t care if you’re Hawaiian or not, per se, but you, your 

family has invested in Hawaiʻi. I’d like to see that land go to them, you know, have them 

use that land. There is a connection there. There’s a vested interest there. You know, I 

don’t like to see organizations per se running it. And I know sometimes that’s what it 

takes. It takes a big enterprise or some big organization to get it started because they have 

the know how. But if there is some way where we can get it back to the people to be 

using it and to be calling the shots or making the decisions, that’s really important. And 

as far as the buildings that are there, again, you know, what are you going to use—what is 

the ideal usage of that property? You know, what do the people want? What do the 

people need? I mean, obviously we need food. The island needs food, right? If there’s 

some way we could grow what the Hawaiians maybe did there, and if not, maybe 

something that’s low impact, you know, that is not going to harm the land. And 

remember, the run off, you know, there have to be some kind of catchment basin or, you 

know, gray water use or something of that sort. But it’s. . . .it’s we don’t look at things in 

its entirety and the total impacts zones and I think that’s where we get in trouble. You 

know, we. . . .we want to do this and then we go from there if you cannot you got to go, 

what—what will the land let us do, you know, and I think that’s missing. And I even the 

ranch, you know, for—for me it’s hard. Like the other side that’s leased for ranching. I’m 

from a ranching family. So for me to see it totally objectively, it’s as. . . .as. . . .as not 

using it for ranch is really hard. So ranching can be a good thing if we can, you know, 

maybe go back and use the methane or maybe, you know, try to run only so many head of 

cattle for what the gas, the grass can provide, you know, and make it affordable so that 

you can do that. I mean, if you’re paying 1,000 something a month for lease, you got to 

run X amount of cattle to get back to cover the expenses. And if you’re using brain. 

Yeah. Yeah. So the plan for that for according to Paul Igaerius who I spoke to directly, he 

wants to restore it to what it was to the farm. He wants to get the slaughter room so that 

the people in the community can use it. He wants to get the, you know, the the cooling 

units up and running. He wants to get the scalder for the pigs so he can slaughter the pigs 

there. There’s a scalder there and a—that you can use. That. . . .that’s his intent. And to 

get the houses running up and running. So I don’t know. It’s a...itʻs a... 

  

DM: How long has he had the lease on all the other land? So the. . . .the. . . .the land trust has 

the lease on, I know from the—where the fish pond is over to the dairy road and to the 

main road. 

  

KS: Right. 
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DM: He has the lease on the buildings? 

  

KS: On everything. Everything else. 

  

DM: Everything else. 

  

KS: Everything else. 

  

DM: How long has that been that you have got? 

  

KS: Oh, gosh. And I got to talk to him again when we run down beach. 

  

DM: When I started getting interested, of course, that was pre-pandemic, like. . . .like a couple 

of a—one year before the pandemic we got there and there was nothing. 

  

KS: Yeah. 

  

DM: And they were going to give it up to the Department of AG. 

  

KS: Oh. 

  

DM: So I guess at same time, the North Shore got—then these guys must have gotten. 

  

KS: Yeah. I called. . . .Quinlan to ask him what was going on, and he had said, well, they had 

something in the works and they were work trying to work it out. So the agreement was 

that the state would clear out all the abandoned vehicles that were there. They would say 

where to pick up the expense for cleanup. And then the North Shore Land Trust, I guess, 

got that parcel that they have now. And then Paul Igaerius got the other part of the ranch. 

A farm, rather. Yeah. This is from Sean Quinlan so. 

  

DM: Yeah, I kind of—during the pandemic I was on Molokai the whole time. 

  

KS: Oh. 

  

DM: So I lost touch with what was going on and all of a sudden I saw , oh, they got the lease 

and were starting to clear, really good what theyʻre doing... 

  

KS: Yeah. Yeah. Right. Well, it was, it was getting really bad because it was a chop shop. The 

cars were being burned along the roadside. More homeless. More homeless, you know, 
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And it’s just filth everywhere. And, you know, the wheels move very slowly, but yeah 

sean Quinlan was the one who, who answered my question, he researched and answered 

it. 

  

DM: He’s the councilman? 

  

KS: He is our councilman. Yeah. Yeah. And then I spoke with Heidi Tsuneyoshi, and they—

she was part of the cleanup as well and then she was on her way out, though. Yeah. And 

then who do we have now? Meyer, Meyer. or Wheeler is our representative? And then 

Awa. 

  

DM: Oh, yeah. 

  

KS: Yeah. 

  

DM: Alight, well, I don’t know. I’d like to ask if you have any questions, things that we 

usually do that—although you’re sort of the second person, I was the first (laughter). 

  

KS: Oh, your (laughs). 

  

DM: Your interviewing, but any of you folks have any other things that we might wanna learn 

about? 

  

DK: I didnʻt note down, but what years did you work at the ag station? 

  

KS: So 1978 until maybe 83, 84. 

  

DK: How old were you when you started working there? And you said... 

  

KS: Right out of school. 20, 21. 21. 

  

DK: And did you know? Richard Fisher. 

  

KS: Yeah, you know Richard? (laughs). 

  

DK: No, I was listening to his interview also, so. 

  

KS: Oh yeah, yeah. Richard Yeah. And Richard stayed down at the beach for a while when he 

needed a place. Yeah. 
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DM: You said he was a manager? 

  

KS: His father, Richard’s father was the manager. Leonard Leonard Fisher is the manager? 

and Richard is one of the kids. And so Leonard’s wife babysat my daughter Mea, so that I 

could work at the farm (laughs). And then when Kanoa my second one came, it was too 

much. I couldn’t do a full seven day a week thing. Yeah, yeah, yeah. And the fire 

schedule just didn’t work. The firehouse schedules. It’s just what just goes on and on, 

right? There’s no weekend per se. Yeah. 

  

DM: Was. . . .was your husband at the Sunset Fire Station? He started in Waikiki. 

  

DM: Oh, my gosh that was far. 

  

KS: Yeah, I’m in Pearl City, Makakilo, Mililani, Kahuku and Sunset. He loved Sunset when 

the—in the old, old firehouse, you know, the wooden house. And then finally Waialua. 

Yeah,. 

  

DM: Oh Waialua. 

  

KS:  Waialua he retired out of Waialua. Yeah. Had to work his way back. Yeah. Don’t we all? 

Yeah. 

  

DM: He must have a lot of knowledge as a firefighter. 

  

KS: Yeah. Oh, yeah. Yeah, he does. He’s just—he doesn’t feel comfortable because he’s from 

California. Yeah. 

  

DM: Yeah. 

  

KS: Yeah. 

  

DM: There’s—I mean, there’s a lot of people. California. 

  

KS: Oh, my gosh. Yes (laughs). 

  

DM: I’m sure no one probably knows as much as he does (laughs)... 

  

KS: He’s. . . .he’s. Yeah, he’s really embraced the culture, so it’s really nice. 

  

DM: Yeah. 
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KS: Yeah. 

  

DM: Well, thank you. I think that’s about it. 

  

KS: Yeah. 

  

DM: Thank you so much.  

 

END OF INTERVIEW 

  

 


