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Interim Dean's Message

Welcome to the first issue of CTAHR's monthly e-bulletin to alumni and
friends, in which you will be learning more about the people and
programs of the founding college of the University of Hawai'i. Established
in 1907 with a budget of less than $50,000 and only a handful of faculty,
more than 100 years later CTAHR is stronger than ever, having grown to
its current size of almost 20 undergraduate and graduate programs, 822
students (a 10% increase over last year), and hundreds of full- and

part-time faculty. We have established a proud legacy of significant
achievements that we build on and expand in research, educational outreach or extension,
and instruction to achieve our vision: to actively help Hawai'i diversify its economy, ensure a
sustainable environment, and strengthen its communities. We look forward to sharing our
triumphs as we move into CTAHR's second century.

Best wishes,

Sylvia Yuen

News & Events

PARTNERS IN PROTECTION

On September 15, we reported on a new invasive
pest, the coffee berry borer (CBB), which eats and
destroys the green coffee bean. Here’s an update on
efforts to control it:

First it was necessary to assess the problem's extent
and offer information. So far, CBB has only been found

at 7 south Kona farms in the state, and further spread
must be curbed. Farmers, processors, legislators, and
City Council members met with representatives of CTAHR, the Hawai'i Department of
Agriculture (HDOA), and USDA Pacific Basin Agricultural Research Center (PBARC) on
September 13 in Kona. There followed a meeting in Ka‘u, arranged by PEPS Extension agent
Jari Sugano and NREM specialist Stuart Nakamoto; and a workshop in Lihu‘e, arranged by
PEPS Extension agent Richard Ebesu and Kaua‘i county administrator Roy Yamakawa.
Workshops and briefings will also be offered on Maui, Moloka‘i, and O‘ahu.

Elsie Burbano and TPSS Extension specialist H.C. “Skip” Bittenbender are informing farmers of
cultural control practices, such as removing and destroying fallen coffee cherries, to slow the
pest’s spread. Web updates and bulletins are being issued by HDOA and CTAHR, whose point
of contact is Special Research Director Ken Grace. PBARC entomologists, CTAHR alumni Eric
Jang and Robert Hollingsworth, are working with PEPS entomologist Russell Messing to
improve sanitation and beetle-monitoring methods, and to investigate biological control




methods, such as insect diseases.

It's unlikely CBB reached Hawai'‘i in imported green coffee beans, which are fumigated to
prevent such a problem. CBB also cannot survive in dry coffee with less than 15% moisture. It
probably arrived in clothing or possessions of agricultural workers or farmers returning from

visiting another coffee-growing region.

CBB is a worrisome foe, but a strong partnership has been assembled to combat it , and
CTAHR is at its forefront.

THE GARDEN MASTERS

The First Annual University of Hawai‘i Master
Gardener Statewide Conference, Growing Together in
Hawaii, will take place on October 15-17, 2010, at the
Ala Moana Hotel. It will showcase an important home
gardening resource: UH’s Master Gardener program

and its volunteers. The Master Gardeners’ newly

renovated organic herb garden (right) will be "-IIH|I- ——EE 1|
RS |

on Thursday, October 14, 2010, 3-6 p.m., with a local chef presenting Flavors from the

showcased at the conference’s pre-registration event

Garden. The conference will also include specialized field trips, educational sessions, and
networking opportunities. For more information, including a list of educational sessions and
updates, please call 453-6059 (O'ahu) or visit http://www.ctahr.hawalii.edu/sustainag

/MG/conference/agenda.html

LIKE (LOCAL) BEEF?
Mealani’s Taste of the Hawaiian Range, a continuing
celebration of Hawai'i's locally grown foods,

celebrated its 151

year on September 10 at the Hilton
Waikoloa Village. This popular food and agricultural
event features Hawai'‘i’s grass-fed beef as well as a
staggering array of other Island meats, fruits,

vegetables and value-added food products.

Twenty-nine Island chefs, including Chef Mark

Segobiano of HNFAS, right, participated, feeding over 720 enthusiastic participants. Honored
this year were the staff of CTAHR’s Mealani Experiment Station who have made this event
such a success over the years: Milton Yamasaki, Damien Arruda, Marla Fergerstrom, Lori and
Leslie Hasegawa, and Roy Ishizu. Significantly, this was also a zero-waste event: All wastes
were separated into biodegradable materials for composting and food waste for animal feed.
For a view of the festivities, see the news video at: http://www.bigislandvideonews.com
/2010/09/10/video-mealani-taste-of-the-hawaiian-range-2010/

Grants & Awards

ENTHUSIASTIC RESPONSE

“Outstanding work performance,” “creativity and
innovation,” “exemplary initiative and innovation,” and
“significant contributions” are among the criteria for
the Governor’s Team of the Year Award, presented to
the Quarantine First Responders Team at the
Governor’s Awards Ceremony on October 7. The




team, led by Arnold Hara, includes members from —

UH-Manoa’s CTAHR and UH-Hilo’s College of

Agriculture: Ruth DuPonte, Marcel Tsang, Charles Nelson, Susan Cabral, Kris Aoki, and Jon
Katada. They have created new methods of treating harvested foliage and flowers to allow
Hawai‘i to ship them to Guam, Japan, and California.

PLANTING SEEDS FOR THE FUTURE

CTAHR has received a scholarship award of $100,000
from Monsanto Company to support students who are
pursuing studies in the plant sciences, including plant
biotechnology and biological engineering. Thanks to
Monsanto for making a significant contribution to
Hawaii’s future workforce in the agrisciences!
Scholarships remain effective recruitment and

retention tools for students’ academic success in
CTAHR. The college’s Academic and Student Affairs Office awards 30-40 scholarships annually,
totaling over $100,000. An equally large number of scholarships are awarded by CTAHR’s
academic departments and other foundations and organizations outside the college. It is
estimated that, in total, more than 60 scholarships are awarded annually, totaling over
$300,000.

Spotlight on Our Community

PLAYING—AND LEARNING—IN THE DIRT
CTAHR'’s Sustainable Organic Farm Training program
and the state 4-H club have teamed up with Noelani
Elementary School to teach schoolchildren valuable
lessons in ecology and environmental awareness,
nutrition, observation and data collection, botany and
biology, and the importance of getting one’s hands
dirty. CTAHR participants include Thomas Lim,

Theodore Radovich, Linda J. Cox, and Gary Heusel.
Students work towards meeting benchmarks in science, math, social studies, and language
arts while participating in preparing the soil, planting, weeding, and harvesting garden
produce. Doesn’t that sound like more fun than you remember in elementary school?




