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From the Editors 

This issue of RFL is the first to appear under the co-editorship of Greta Gorsuch, who has 

replaced Richard Day. Richard decided to step down after 22 years in the role. His 

contribution to scholarship in the field of foreign and second language learning has been 

enormous, and is most well-known in relation to Extensive Reading. His article with Julian 

Bamford on the top ten principles for ER must surely be one of the most-cited articles ever. 

However, his interests extend well beyond ER and this journal would not enjoy the reputation 

it does today without his discerning eye and guiding hand. We are very happy that Richard 

has agreed to stay on as Consulting Editor. 

This issue contains four articles and one book review. In the first article Jia Lin, Gengsong 

Gao, and Ting Huang address an under-researched area, the teaching of reading strategies in 

the field of Chinese as a Second Language reading. Among their interesting findings is their 

participants’ low interest in using strategies, even after instruction.  

Hitoshi Mikami takes on another under-researched question, that of anxiety as a facilitating 

factor rather than a negative force in L2 reading and draws tentative conclusions that promise 

to push the field further.  

The role of homonyms in L2 reading is another that has received scant attention to date and 

this is rectified in the third article, contributed by Kevin Parent, Stuart McLean, Brandon 

Kramer, and Young Ae Kim. Their findings suggest that homonyms deserve greater attention 

than they have received in the past. 

The final article in this issue reminds us of the importance of teacher practitioner research. In 

it, Daniel Malakowsky considers the use of extensive reading and repeated reading with adult 

learners in the USA.  

The issue concludes with Andrew Atkins’ review of Koda & Yamashita’s 2019 publication 

Reading to Learn in a Foreign Language. 

As always, we could not produce an issue of RFL without the support of many people, so we 

end with a big thank you to our reviewers and our copy editors:  

Reviewers: Gillian Claridge, Averil Coxhead, Julie Damron, Andy Gao, Greta Gorsuch, Rui 

Li, Willy Renandya, Jing Zhou  

Copy-editors: Greta Gorsuch, Lauren Brewer, Baiarma Sotkoeva  

We thank Dr. Carmen Pereira, Chair of Classical and Modern Languages and Literatures at 

Texas Tech University, for releasing Lauren Brewer and Baiarma Sotkoeva to the service of 

RFL as Assistant Editors.  

We ask you to subscribe because it will assist us in continuing to obtain institutional support 

for the Journal, keeping it free. So, please take a few moments to fill out the brief 

subscription form for Reading in a Foreign Language.  

And finally, a note to mention that this will be the final issue that John Macalister will co-

edit. We hope readers will give serious consideration to the call for editors elsewhere in this 

issue. 
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