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PREFACE

Preface

As I begin my tenure as the new series editor of the AAUSC annual volume
Issues in Language Program Direction, 1 would like to thank my predecessor,
Sally Magnan, for her singular contribution to our organization and to the for-
eign language teaching profession as a whole. Throughout her career, Sally has
fought to professionalize foreign language teaching in U.S. higher education. In
addition to serving as the series editor of this annual volume since its inception
17 years ago, Sally also served as the editor of the prestigious Modern Language
Journal. During her twin editorships, she not only raised the quality of both
journals but also conducted numerous workshops for young scholars on the
intricacies of academic publishing. As a result of her advocacy and mentoring,
language program directors across the country have become more sophisti-
cated in their approach to scholarship as well as more involved in the future of
their profession.

I would like to build on Sally’s successes as editor of this journal by pursuing
innovation in three different areas: (1) development of an online presence;
(2) greater participation of junior scholars, including graduate students; and
(3) more emphasis on the issues facing less commonly taught language pro-
grams (e.g., Chinese, Arabic, Hindi, and Russian). While there are no firm plans
at present concerning electronic publishing, I hope to pursue emerging tech-
nologies (e.g. wikis, blogs, and social software) in an effort to create an online
community of scholars, teachers, and learners interested in exploring foreign
language learning and teaching.I envision young scholars and graduate students
playing a greater role in this community. As such, there are plans for graduate
students to participate in the conception and editing of future volumes. A
mixed editorial team of graduate students and supervising professors not only
will assure that future volumes include a greater diversity of viewpoints from a
wider variety of stakeholders but also will help more graduate students learn
the ins and outs of academic publishing. And finally, in response to the growing
impact of the so-called less commonly taught languages, I intend for the AAUSC
volume to include more authors and editors who represent these increasingly
critical foreign language programs.

It is an exciting time to be a foreign language professional. The twin impera-
tives of globalization and multicultural/intercultural education have led to an
increased interest in foreign languages in education, business, and government.
As a consequence, I believe that the work of AAUSC, including the publication
of this annual volume, holds more potential than ever before to affect important
educational and social change.

Carl S. Blyth
Series Editor
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