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or those who visit our shores as guests for short periods of time, Hawai‘i
F appears as a pristine paradise, a melting pot, a rainbow, and even an

idyllic multicultural society where many ethnic and racial groups work
and play in harmony with one another and with nature. Yearly, millions of
visitors arrive on packaged tours and are greeted with /e and music before
being whisked off to Waikiki for a week of fun in the sun where they learn
of the zloha spirit” from tour guides. Lolling about on beaches, they absorb
Island friendliness through the smiling faces of those who offer them courteous
and seemingly deferential treatment'—the best that money can buy. They live
blissfully in a plastic tourist bubble for a week or so before being magically
transported back to the airport, still unaware of the complex society outside
this bubble that has contained them. During their stay, they learn little of
the political, economic, social, and spiritual struggles either of the Hawaiian
people or of any of the many other ethnic groups living in Hawai‘i, and they
see nothing of the Black experience in Hawai‘i. All they see as “multicultural
Hawai‘i” has been carefully prepared and packaged for enjoyment.

Relatively little is known and/or understood about the Black experience
in Hawai‘i. The Black experience in Hawai‘i has been virtually ignored by the
media unless there are issues and concerns with the many Black athletes at
the University of Hawai‘i or with the maltreatment of students in our public
schools. When thinking about writing this essay, this paucity of information







