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or those who visit our shores as guests for short periods of time, Hawai‘i 
} appears as a pristine paradise, a melting pot, a rainbow, and even an 

idyllic multicultural society where many ethnic and racial groups work 
and play in harmony with one another and with nature. Yearly, millions of 
visitors arrive on packaged tours and are greeted with /ei and music before 
being whisked off to Waikiki for a week of fun in the sun where they learn 
of the ‘aloha spirit” from tour guides. Lolling about on beaches, they absorb 

Island friendliness through the smiling faces of those who offer them courteous 
and seemingly deferential treatment!—the best that money can buy. They live 
blissfully in a plastic tourist bubble for a week or so before being magically 
transported back to the airport, still unaware of the complex society outside 
this bubble that has contained them. During their stay, they learn little of 
the political, economic, social, and spiritual struggles either of the Hawaiian 

people or of any of the many other ethnic groups living in Hawai‘i, and they 
see nothing of the Black experience in Hawai'i. All they see as “multicultural 
Hawai'i” has been carefully prepared and packaged for enjoyment. 

Relatively little is known and/or understood about the Black experience 
in Hawai'i. The Black experience in Hawai‘i has been virtually ignored by the 
media unless there are issues and concerns with the many Black athletes at 
the University of Hawat‘i or with the maltreatment of students in our public 
schools. When thinking about writing this essay, this paucity of information 
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left me with as many problems as possibilities. Most fundamental was the 

basic form of this chapter should take. Every person who has given me advice 

has had different expectations. My scholar friends demand detailed footnotes 

crammed with scholarly minutiae. My history friends look for a comprehen- 

sive account of the Black Experience in contemporary Hawai'i told through 

the dizzying sweep of the history of Blacks in Hawai'i. My anthropology 

acquaintances expect comparisons that draw from the ethnographies of all 

ethnic groups in Hawai‘i. My friends who are researchers hope for a grand 

new explanation of the nature of the Black experience. My family plead for 

compassion in making known our history, our contributions, and our demands 

for equal opportunities to live and work in Hawai'i. 

The 2000 Census data speaks to some of the demographic realities of 

multicultural-multiethnic Hawai‘i which helps to highlight the issues of race 

and ethnicity. The members of these groups have voices that are muted. The 

focus in this section will be on how these ethnic groups relate to one another. 

For the last several years, and much more intensively today, a debate has been 

occurring throughout the United States on the subject of culture, ethnicity, 

and race. A key question in this debate is whether the United States should 

maintain its dominant culture or instead allow itself to continuously become a 

nation that recognizes the presence of many different cultures. The conserva- 

tive faction that presently controls our national government, as well as many 

state governments, supports a view uncomfortably similar to that of President 

Theodore Roosevelt who declared at the beginning of the twentieth century: 

“There is no room in this country for hyphenated Americanism.”” His defini- 

tion of Americanism as “an American is an American and nothing else”? is 

a definition that implies that all should assimilate to mainstream American 

standards and that minorities should merge with the cultural practices and 

ideologies of the dominant group of Americans. Roosevelt's ideal of assimila- 

tion dominated the United States’ agenda on culture and race until the 1960s 

when even the dominant group began to accept the reality that America must 

live with pluralism, or a mosaic model of society, a salad or stew, wherein each 

ethnic group proudly retains, to a large degree, both language and culture. 

The best means for understanding and setting the framework for look- 

ing at “contemporary Hawai‘i from a multicultural-multiethnic society” 

perspective might be to survey briefly some of the theories that discuss how 

ethnic groups relate to one another in Hawai‘i. The writings and research of 

Nathan Glazer and Daniel Moynihan,‘ Milton Gordon,’ Michael Novak,° 


