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ig Isle Spaceport on Pad,”
screamed the headline
across the top of Page One
of The Honolulu Advertiser
of May 27, 1993, The arti-
cle below carried news of
what Gov. John Waihee
described as a “break-
through” in the state’s enduring efforts to get
private industry interested in developing a faunch
facility in Ka'u. The siate had exchanged let-
ters of agreement with Lockheed Missiles &
Space Co., Inc., the govemor’s office announced,
with each party committing “to cooperate on
the development of the commercial spaceport
project proposed for the Big Island.” On the
Big Island, the announcement was greeted some-
what more skeptically. “Spaceport Br?kﬂ'mugh
or PR7” was the headline over the article in the
Hawaii Tribune-Herald on May 28.

The state has spent millions of dollars over
the last six years in pursuit of a space-launch
facility in Ka‘u, During that entire time, resi-
dents of that southernmost district of Hawaii’s
southermnmost island have been pressing for
information on what:precisely the state is plan-
ning. To the extent that the state has respond-
ed to their queries at all, responses have been
vague and, some say, patronizing to boot.

Hawaii’s “space czar,” Thomas B. Hayward,
along with the Office of Space Indusiry and the
Department of Business Economic Develanmt
and Tourism {within which the OSI is housed)
do not seem able to get their message across to
most of Ka‘u’s 4,900 residents — this despite
one of the most massive public-relations cam-
paigns the state has yet undertaken.

With the state withholding release of a mas-
ter plan (prepared more than a year ago) and
still not ready to go public with a draft envi-
ronmental impactisiatement (the 10-volume
document was detivered to DBEDT in May),
people in Ka‘u and throughout Hawaii have
been growing more and more skeptical about
the state’s proposal to pave the way for pri-
vate industry to develop a commnercial rocket
launch facility in the South Point area. No less
a figure than the Big Island’s usually pro-devel-
opment mayor, Steve Yamashiro, has been
openly critical of the spaceport plan, teiling
reporters in March of this year that, as para-
phrased in one newspaper account, “the state
appears 1o just be spending a lot of money on
the proposal.”

Back in Time

The idea to build a launch facility in Ka‘u ante-
dates the latest proposal by decades. In his his-
tory of the project, Dick Pratt, director of the
Public Administration Program at the University
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L ost in Space?
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spendingandumrﬂ“y spacoport.” “Even If it but said that this work “is  appointed by Gov. Walhee  sald the state was intend-
5 o did,” he said, “there would 100 percent pro bono.” In In 1987. ing to renew Hayward's
ties of the state’s be no conflict.” fact, Hayward seems at 0S1 Director Munechika  contract for another yoar
“space czal"’ Hayward bristied at all time not to see a distine- has naught but praise for at his curvent rate of pay,
questions conceming his tion botweoen the statd and Hayward. “We're lucky to which Is slightly more than
cllents. “I'm going to stop  the Chamber of have him,” Munechika said  $5,000 per month,
this whole trend” of ques- Commerce. in his Invoice In a recont telephone Inter- although thisisfora
tions, he sald. “I'm not In momotandum 147 (dated view. “1 think the state has  “reduced level of effort”
the business of identifying  Aug. 5, 1982), Hayward gotton quite a bit of return by Hayward. Until January
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of Hawati-Manoa, traces the first mention of a
Hawaii spaceport to April 1960, At that time,
“just after statehood, the Mainland firm of Ralph
M. Parsons conducted a study for the state of
Hawaii Planning Oifice. The objective of the
study was to determine whether there were
places in Hawaii suitable for rocket launching
facilities, a matter very much on the minds of
national policy-makers in the post-Sputnik peri-
od.” Parsons concluded that the Big Island would
be ideal — not on the coast of Ka‘u, but near
the summit of Mauna Kea.

The Parsons report languished. More than
two decades later, the idea of a Big Istand space-
port was dusted off again, this time in a pro-
posal by the recently deceased Deke Slayton,
who, in his post-asironaut days, became an exec-
utive with a private launch company called
Space Services, Inc. Slayton visited Ka‘u in
1982, hoping to win support for converting the
site of the Air Force’s abandoned Pacific Missile
Range facility (used for tracking, not launch-
ing) into a commercial launch facility.

His meeting with the community did not go
well. As Lucy Jokiel described it in Hawaii
Business some years later, “Nearly 400 Na‘alehu
residents were waiting... when he arrived at the
commumity center in May 1982. But they weren't
there 10 cheer the man with the ‘right stuff’...
Instead, they were there to ‘tar and feather him,’
remembers Jack Keppeler, former Big Island
managing director under then-Mayor Herbert
Matayoshi... ‘They dida’t come to listen to
Slayton,’ recalls Keppeler. “They came to humil-
iate him and drive him out of town,"”

The idea did not die, but it did fade briefly
into the background. The Air Force turned the
land SSI had coveted aver to the Forest Service.
SSI tumned its attention 1o Bishop Estate land,
atthough that — like the earlier parcel — would
still require a buffer area of Hawaiian
Homelands, to which many native Hawaiians
objected. By December, Slayton was quoted in
the Hawaii Tribune-Herald to the effect that
SSI, though still interested in a Hawaii launch
facility, had given up trying to launch its first
rocket from the site because of opposition from
what he described as a “minority” group.

Slayton, the report went, said, *Tt’s a little star-

continued over the next three years. In 1986,
following the death of astronaut Ellison Onizuka
in the space shuttle disaster, the Legislature
considered a bill to designate South Point a
“high-tech district” — which, some legisiators
claimed, would be a fitting tribute to the late
Big Island native. The bill died, but not before
critics brought up the point that three years ear-
lier, Onizuka himself had told a reporter for
the Hawaii Tribune-Herald that while the space-
port “may create some jobs,” that benefit would
not be “enough to pay for the penalties that
such launchings would have on the environ-
ment.”

]

History Repeats
Still, by this time the notion of a spaceport in
Ka‘u — one that, alone among U.S. launch sites,
could put satellites into both equatorial and polar
orbits without flying over populated land —
seems (o have been planted firmly in the minds
of at least some of the area’s major landown-
ers, not least of them the C. Brewer Company,
owner of Ka‘u Agribusiness and the Iargest
employer in the area.

Sugar was in decline during the mid-1980s,
and Brewer’s efforts to develop the SeaMountain
resort:at Punalu‘u were spectacularly unsuc-
cessful. (The resort eventually was sold to the
Japanese firm of Sazale, which is mired in efforts
to expand and upgrade the facilities.)

As Pratt describes it, “Doc™ Buyers, who had
recently taken control of C. Brewer, needed
something in the Ka‘u area that “the company
could get into, or something someone else might
start.” At the same time Buyers was embark-
ing on his search, Pratt writes, John Waihee
arrived at Washingion Place. Pratt continues:

“The interests of Brewer and the state admin-
istration converged to prochice a campaign for
a spaceport in Ka‘u. On Dec. 14, 1986, Buyers
announced he was donating 500 acres to any-
one willing to build a rocket launching facility
on it. He enthusiastically noted that it could
bring in up to 10,000 jobs and stipuiated only
that the port be named after Ellison Onizuka..,
A month later, in his inaugural address, Waihee
expressed his wish for an operating spaceport
within five years... In the meantime, (Sen.) Spark
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tling to these people in Texas. In Texas they're  Matsunaga had given his whole-hearted sup-
pro-development, pro-high technology.” port to the development of ‘space industries’ =
By April 1983, SS, still saying South Point  in Hawaii, including a spaceport, and revealed
was its first choice for a facility, began looking  that he had been talking with the Japanese about
elsewhere — starting at the Navy’s Barking  their interest in a more equatorial site.”
Sands facility. (That effort, too, appears to have In 1987, state and private efforts to move for-
borne no fruit. Ultimately, SSI seems to have  ward on a spaceport began in earnest. The state
worked out an agreement with White Sands  commissioned Arthur D. Little, Inc., to report 0 r
Missile Range in New Mexico, allowing SSI  on space-related economic opportunities for
use of military facilities there.) Hawaii. In spring of that year, C. Brewer hired
Desultory efforts to put a spaceport in Ka'u  Mufi Hannemann and moved him to Na‘alehu,
ey ———E ———r—— to all new
$350. He paid three “park-  provide a “briefing of Hayward treated
ing boys” atotal of $85,a SEALAR business plan and  oxecutives of McDornell
caterer $30 and three wait-  technology to various Space Systems g
resses a total of $168.50.  Hawall and Mainiand par-  Division™ to dinner at e rsl
All totaled, the state pald ties.” SEALAR, Inc. — the Keo's, with taxpayers pliclk- B
Hayward $704.47 for the name stands for Sea ing up the $292.66 tab. In
party. Launch and Rocovery —is  November 1990, he was
Two days ater, Hayward  a private company Incorpo-  charging the state $251.18
and the advisory boand rated in Virginia. The par fior dinner at the Pacific
members were dining once  tles whom Hayward fnvited  Club for himself and senior
more at taxpayor expense. to the kinch are not fur- representatives from
Dinner for seven, at the ther idontifled. According Mitsubishi Heavy
Ouirigger Club, cost te Munechila, SEALAR industries, Hamilton
$278.94. was thinking of settingup  Standard of United
The most lavish siate- operations at Port Allen, Tocimologies and Orbital
pald dinner — or at least Kaual, as well as off the Sciences Corporation. in 1{1 -
the costilest — that tumed  Big Islamd. The company November 1992, he was \ /
up in our review of the proposes launching roclke- back at Keo's, treating the z
wmmbi- wwpefﬂﬁzr ““mmb Wehlowyou’reoutﬂw'e:adveiﬁserswhomllylikemeWeek{yandmakemtopick
eaten on Oct. 12, 1989. At  Munechika sai; by recov-  state $227.29. it up every week and keep hearing it talked about all over town. Advertisers who really
a dinner in Tolyo for exec-  ering some components of in Washington, Hayward wanl 10 run ads in the Weekly but, for some reason, just haven't made the move.
utives of Nissho lwal, a the immch vehicles, it has charged a mimber of
largs japanese hopes to reduce launch his meals to the account 50 here’s a brazenly undisguised come-on to get you moving. During July and August if
{and contractor to the cosis. Hayward himself, in  of Paul Coleman at the magrcempurdmﬂmadsofmysize’we’]]gweyouafo‘_uﬂladofequajsize_
state for cortain a telephone Interview, said Cosmose Clnb; when
tasks),  SEALAR could bring space- Coleman recolves the FREE OF CHARGE.
Haywasrd and four other reisted jobs to Hawall; as invoice, he forwards it to
people racked up charges  such, any offort expended  Hayward, who In tum Is that an inducement, or what?
ol'S?:ﬂ,ﬂ. on SEALAR's part was con-  sends it on to DEBEDT for
..:.'.'.?.m.:...m mm':u-. 3 mao,mmm OK. We admit it, we're trying to get you hooked. But advertising in the Weekly
space-reiated activities, Hayward’s favorite February 1, 1990, s a constructive habit — and it doesn't cost a lot. And it's for a good cause:
the state relmbursed watoring holes In Honolulu  Haywavd's charges at the your continued success.
Hayward $324.23 fora inciude the Paclfic Cosmos Club totaled

Remember: this extravagant enticement expires August 16th. For rates and more
information abiout getting vour free ad. call Leo at 528-1185 er Laurie al 528-1370.
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sell the spaceport idea to the locals. vanishing
No Demand Master Plai
By August, the Arthur D. Litle study  The state Legislature established ¢
was released. A number of promis-  Office of Space Industry, an arm
ing areas for space-related endeav-  DBED, in 1988, In May of that sar
ors were identified, Developmentof  year, the state advertised national
a commercial launch facility wasnot  for a prime contractor to undertal
high on the list, however. The study  preparation of a “comprehensive m:
found that “existing capacity can  tar plan" and an environmental impx
handle even the most optimistic fore-  statement that would meet both stz
cast of demand for non-NASA, non-  and federal requirements. (In wh
DoD payloads. It is likely that can only be described as an ove
additional capacity will be added at  abundance of optimism, the state
existing facilities before a completely  advertisement put consultants 1
new launch facility is built.” Still, potice that the draft EIS was “to
the report recommended that the state  completed in six months from tir
take certain measures to prepare itself  ofiaward.”)
in the event that the market should Ever since, the release date for
change. Those steps included talks  EIS has been, in the words of O
with promising commercial users,  staffer Richard Flagg, a “moving t
preparation of a master plan and eavi-  ger.” Residents ofiKa‘u were told
ronmental impact statement, and con-  first that it would be ready in mi
struction of the infrastructure that 1989, The end of 1990 was the n¢
would be needed to supporta launch  estimated time of arrival. That w
facility. moved back another year, then anol
Soon thereafter, the state com-  er year. In June of 1993, K
missioned Little to do a second study  Munechika, OSI director, was sa
— this time to identify the most  ing it would probabty be availat
space-launch suitable sites on the  for public review by the ead of 19¢
island of Hawaii, Palima Point {near The master plan is another sto
Pahala and just to the south of Hawaii ~ Work on it has been finished sin
Volcanoes National Park) and 1990, but the state is withholding
Kahilipali Point (near Na'alelu) were  rejease. In response to requests
chosen as sites exceptionally well-  members of the public to review
suited to a launch facility, Eitherone  the state Office of Informati
could support equatorial- and polar-  Practices (within the Department
orbit launches, would accommodate  the Attorney General) has advis
up to four launch pads, and would  that “the draft of the master plan
minimize poiential disruption of near-  not required to be disclosed unc
by populations. the [Uniform Information Practic
Act] exception for governme
reconds that, by their nature, must
confidential in order for the gover
ment to avoid the frustration of a leg
approval for “incidental expen
HOTn AR ETIR(TIIAY o8 and for some travet and
lodging was dated Oct. 2, 1989
but was not recelved at the
Hayward froguently combines 10th — two days afier
tho business he does for the Hayward's ravol commenced.
state with that which he under  Roger Ulveling, then DBED dire
takas for his other cllents. The tor, appeoved the trip memao,
language in his contract anticl- Indicsting the date of his
patos this sort of approval as Oct. 8.

Haywants basls for dotermb
Ing what share of expenses
Hawall should bear is not alwa
clear. On a 10-day trip to Kovres
and Japan last yoar, for exam-
ple, Hayward billed the state fi
his stay at the Shilla Hotel on
Sept. 14 ($196.43) and the use
of a hotel meeting room
($14.29) three days ister. it
seems apparent from the hotel
bills that the bulk of his expen
es wore rolated to activities o1
bohaif of Litton indusiries.
{Litton industries or Litton Dat

appears frequently o1
Hayward's bills. Hayward says
he sits on Litton's hoard of
directors.)

On Hayward will in
cato the state's “prorata” sha
of his expenses. His Inveice fo
a trip takdng him from Honoluh
to Seattie and Los Angleles in
Decomber 1991, for example,
showed that 0S1's share of his
$1,777.80 airfare came to pre-




imate government function.”
Instead of the master plan, the OSI,
in June 1990 released an “interim
report” titled “Project Description
and Concepiual Facilities Layouts for
a Commercial Rocket Launching
Facility in the State of Hawaii.”
Acconding to that document, no Jonger
was the master plan to be prepared

alongside the FIS. Now, DBEDT was A ¥

saying, there was a *three-phase pian-
fiing process.”

First stage was the “project descrip-
tion.” Second phase is the EIS. The
master plan would not be undertak-
en until after the first two were com-
plete.
According to Munechika, the mas-
ter plan cannot be undertaken until
the state has found some entity —
corporation or consortim — to devel-
op the facility, Only at that stage, he
said, would there be enough details
to fill out a master plan.

GClear on the

GConcept

The final “Conceptual Pian and
Praject Description” was released
by the OSliin February 1993. The
first half of the 135-page document
is given over to a discussion of the
“Space Age.” Only in the second
half are matiers pertaining to Hawaii
introduced.

According to this document,
between 150 and 325 people would
be directiy employed in spaceport
operations although the *‘most likely
scenario anticipates a work force of
between 50 and 170 persons per-

ed to require about 7 megawatts of
electrical power on average, with
peak demand of up to 10 megawatts,
Nowhere in the “Conceptual Plan”
is mention made ofshow this power
—which it states will be pravided by
the local utility, HELCO — will he
generated on an island where even
present demand frequently exceeds
generating capacity.

From the outset, the state has insist-
ed that it will not build or operate the
$400 milkion launch facility — a posi-
tion reaffirmed in the “Conceptual
Pian.” The state would, however,
“provide assistance to potential devel-
opers in the areas of land consolida-
tion and control, land use permits and
infrastructure improvements to roads
and utilities.”

Additionally, the plan says, “the
state would encourage the develop-
er to adopt measures demonstrating
sensitivity toward the lifestyles, cul-
tural traditions and special rights of
native Hawaiians."”

forming range operations and other i
critical support'activities” — a far cry Turrﬁng Up
from Buyers® vision of 10,000 jobs. the eat
Spaceport operations are expect- Release of the “Conceptuai Plan" has
cisely $73.80. The state’'s share  brought as a resuit of the inves-
of his other exponses was far tigation. “The case was closed,”
greater, however. it reimbursed  the Joumal reperted,
him meats, lodging and rental becatuse prosecutors didn't find
car expenses for two out of the any evidence of improper pay-
six days he was traveling. ments or gifts to the Navy's
Pacific Fleet officers who sup-
Nothing too Smaill plied Adm. Hayward with bnfor-
Hayward's invoices show meticc  mation.”
ulous attention to detall. When Hayward did not agree to be
he is traveling, almost every interviewed by the Wall Streot
axpense he incurs is billed to Joumal for that article. His
one or another cllent. While In lawyer, Moriin Staring, did
Tokyo in June of 1980, for to the newspaper
instance, Hayward paid 10 cents  that “when Adm. Hayward
for a local phone call. This he obiained information from U.S.
billad to the state along witha government or other sources
bill for lodging of $738.12 for about prospective foreign mill
four nights (6184.03 per night) tary contracts, ha would routine-
and a “special dinner” for “Dr. Iy pass on that information to
Nishimura” of $107.56. U.S. contractors. ‘There gemiine-
Not all his expenses are lav- ly was a patriotic sloment to
tsh. Frequently Hayward socks this,’ Mr. Staring asserted.”
for lunches at When Munechika was asked
McDonald’s or brealfasts at the  whether he was aware of this
Intemnational House of investigation, he sald he had
Pancakes. never heard of it. Moreover, the
very fact a reporter would bring
No Questions Asked tis up was “tragic,” he said.
On July 26, 1988, the Wall Streef Hayward was “innocent until
Joumnal reported that the U.S. proven guilty,” he sald; the fact
Justico Depawtment, from 1985 that he rose to such a high posi-
10 1887, investigated Haywasd tion in the Navy was, he added,
“for supplying allegedly privi- proof enough that the man was
leged information to dafonse beyond reproach.— P.T.
contractors who hired himas a
consuitant after ho retired” from

not quieted critics. If anything, to
judge by the letters to the editors of
the Big Island papers, it has rekin-
dled their energies. A report in the
Hawaii Tribune-Herald describing
OSI expenditures totaling $7 million
— most of it on spaceport-retated
activities — drew the wrath of Ken
Munechika, who responded with a
vigorous defense of his office’s activ-
ities. Among the achievements he
noted were that it helped “us remem-
ber that space remains an exciting
and challenging frontier.”

‘When Munechikn’s essay was itself
ridiculed by, among others, a scien-
tist on the staff of the University of
Hawaii at Hilo, none other than
Brewer's former rep in Ka‘u, the new
DBEDT Director Hannemann,
weighed in with a letter that recited
Munechika’s accomplishments and
his “local roots” (Munechika is from
Kauai}, The critical comments of the
faculty member, Hannemann said,
were “especially disturbing because
of his affiliation with the University
ofiHawaii at Hilo.”

On May 26, 1993, the governor’s
office announced *‘a breakthrough”
in the spaceport development.pro-
posal. The state and Lockheed
Missiles & Space Company, Inc., had
exchanged letters of agreement “to
cooperate on the development of the
commercial spaceport project,” the
governor's press release said.

The “breakthrough” was front-pape
news across the state, Some days later,
however, the Hawaii Tribune-Herald
reported that Lockheed had issued its
own brief statement, *clarifying its
agreement with the state.”

“Lockheed issued the statement,”
according to reporter Jim Witty, “in
response to a number of news
accounts last week that left some
believing a deal had been struck for
the actual construction of the faciti-
ty. Both the Office of Space Industry
and govemor's spokeswoman Carolyn
Tanaka acknowledged some of the
accounts may have been misleading
but said no clarification was in order.”
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Ba ShrimP Louis
Deliciously chilled, with a tangy sauce.
Crab Louis 3
Sticed bell pepper, tomato, lettuce, carrot, crabmeat & otive.
Seafood Louis or Shrimp Louis
CARRY-OUT The Ward Warehouse
ORDERS:
5215681 oo 11k

PON'T LET THE NAME SCARE YOU
We're professianal, service-oriented and not as frightening as you
might think. We have fun, and we love what: we do. 1t shows.

-.AND NOW ONLY $4.95 DOWNTOWN
Pleage call 523-5166. All we ask is one chance to impress you.

MOKES ON SPOKES
NO JOKE.

\7\-\ _

A Unique Coffee House Offering
Fine Specislity Coffees, Exquisite Desserts,
Soups, Sslads, Sandwiches, Smoothies & Fun

TUE LIZARD LOFT

PRESENTS
July 28th - 31st ~ B pm ~ Performance
"A Question of Loyalty™ by Hiroshi Kashiwagi.

A two-act play directed by Lyn Kajiwara-Ackerman.
Performed by Jackie Jordan & Keith Kashiwada. $5.
B8AM * IIPM MONDAY-THURSDAY
FRIDAY & SATURDAY TILL 12.30AM
SLUNDAY 10AM * 5PM
760 KAPALLILU AVE. — 732-2670

SKINDEEPTATTOOING

{ (808) 924-7460
2128 Kalakana Avenne, Honololn, Hawall 96515
L lisarz: dally 10 am - midnight

DO YOU KNOW YOUR
HIV STATUS?

Take a Deep Breath
and Call

922-1313

FOR FREE/ANONYMOUS
HIV/AIDS TESTING

Underwritten by COFFEE MANOA
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