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1. A SHORT OVERVIEW OF DAMON SALESA'S AN INDIGENOUS OCEAN: PACIFIC ESSAYS 

 

SALESA, DAMON. 2023. An Indigenous Ocean: Pacific Essays. 

Wellington: Bridget Williams Books. 300 pages. ISBN: 978-

1991033604 (pb). See at https://www.bwb.co.nz/books/an-

indigenous-ocean/ for a video presentation of his book by Damon 

Salesa. 

 

- by Nancy Pollock 

 

Damon's essays consider alternative ways of looking at settlement of the Pacific over time. He reconsiders 

earlier writings while focusing on the work of indigenous scholars as they are drawing attention to 

alternative viewpoints. His chapter on the Pacific in Indigenous time leads the essays international 

occurrences in the context in which peoples of the Pacific experienced them and the reactions of British, 

French, Dutch and American visitors invoked. Unusually he places New Zealand in their Pacific contexts as 

well as drawing attention to the concerns of race and colonization. His re-view of Samoa's colonial 

encounters brings the issue of alternative 'ways of seeing' the Pacific into his own wider perspective on his 

heritage. The volume draws our attention to the Ta Va perspective which has been of ongoing interest to 

many ASAO participants.  

 

Damons approach shares new insights that take us beyond disciplinary boundaries of history, anthropology, 

politics and international relations to indicate his thinking about how the past of Indigenous peoples of the 

Pacific lies out before us. I hope readers from across the globe will read this work for the new insights it 

offers. 

 

 

2. NEW BOOKS 

 

[These books can't be purchased from the CPAS. Please send your enquiries directly to the publishers. Not 

all the books in this section are strictly new, but those that are not, were not before listed in the Oceania 

Newsletter.] 

 

GENERAL 

 

BRIZON, CLAIRE. 2023. Collections coloniales: À l'origine des fonds anciens non-européens dans les 

musées suisses. Zurich: Seismo. 227 pages. ISBN: 978-2-88351-117-0. Review: Le Journal de la 

Société des Océanistes, (2/157), 2023: 310-312 (by M. Bertin). 

 

"The work begins with an anecdote reported by the author. In 2016, while carrying out an inventory 

of the ethnography collection of the Cantonal Museum of Archaeology and History in Lausanne, she 

discovered a sample of tapa whose associated handwritten note indicates that it came from from an 

expedition of Captain James Cook (1728-1779). It was this note that encouraged her to continue 

mailto:cpas@maw.ru.nl
https://www.bwb.co.nz/books/an-indigenous-ocean/
https://www.bwb.co.nz/books/an-indigenous-ocean/
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research into ancient collections that arrived on Swiss territory during the Enlightenment period. The 

four chapters of the work address different aspects linked to the history of these ancient collections: 

field collectors, the 'collecting culture' created by travel literature and naturalist literature, the visual 

imaginations linked to use and nomination of so-called 'non-European' artificialia and naturalia and, 

finally, cabinets of curiosities as places of social construction. The project's methodology is based on 

the study of the collections themselves, combined with that of handwritten archives and period 

images. A rich visual corpus of objects and archival documents is reproduced in the work. Each of 

the chapters is based on a selection of some artificialia and naturalia preserved in Swiss institutions 

and coming from China, Japan, Indonesia, Burma, India, the Caribbean, Alaska, Tahiti or even from 

New Caledonia. Several chapters begin with a research anecdote that contributed to the author's 

thinking. The conclusion questions the exhibition methods and the discourses on these ancient 

collections today" (Marion Bertin, Le Journal de la Société des Océanistes). 

 

HALL, NINA (ed.) 2020. Beyond These Shores: Aotearoa and the World. Wellington: Bridget Williams 

Books. 248 pages. ISBN: 978-1988545639 (pb) and 978-1988545608 (eb). Review: The Journal of 

Pacific History, 58(4), 2023: 480-481 (by I. Hoëm). 

 

"New Zealand looks out to a turbulent world. Long-standing alliances are fracturing, nationalism is 

surging and the oceans are rising. The contributors within these pages are not, as editor Nina Hall 

notes, conventional foreign policy voices, but these are far from conventional times. These 

contributors ask that we fundamentally rethink Aotearoa's role in the world and offer practical ideas 

grounded in progressive values and evidence. 

 

Contents: Introduction: New voices on Aotearoa's role in the world, by Nina Hall; 1. Tackling 

waste colonialism, by Tina Ngata; 2. New solidarities, old alliances, by Max Harris; 3. Coral 

consciousness: Aotearoa's relationship with Moana, by Tulia Thompson; 4. Rethinking the China - 

New Zealand relationship, by Zeng Dazheng; 5. From laggard to leader: Getting New Zealand 

businesses to respect human rights at home and abroad, by Amelia Evans; 6. Precious lessons from 

New Zealand's contribution to peacebuilding, by Fairlie Chappuis; Epilogue: Towards a 

transformational foreign policy, by Thomas Nash." 

 

ROULIÈRE, CAMILLE & EGERER, CLAUDIA (eds). 2022. Water Lore: Practice, Place and Poetics. 

Abingdon: Routledge. 284 pages. ISBN 978.1032110660 (pb), 978-1032110653 (hb) and 978-

1003218272 (eb). Review: Oceania, 93(3), 2023: 396-397 (by S. Babidge).  

 

"Located within the field of environmental humanities, this volume engages with one of the most 

pressing contemporary environmental challenges of our time: how can we shift our understanding 

and realign what water means to us? Water is increasingly at the centre of scientific and public 

debates about climate change. In these debates, rising sea levels compete against desertification; 

hurricanes and floods follow periods of prolonged drought. As we continue to pollute, canalise and 

desalinate waters, the ambiguous nature of our relationship with these entities becomes visible. From 

the paradisiac and pristine scenery of holiday postcards through to the devastated landscapes of post-

tsunami news reports, images of waters surround us. And while we continue to damage what most 

sustains us, collective precarity grows. Breaking down disciplinary boundaries, with contributions 

from scholars in the visual arts, history, earth systems, anthropology, architecture, literature and 

creative writing, archaeology and music, this edited collection creates space for less-prominent 

perspectives, with many authors coming from female, Indigenous and LGBTQIA+ contexts. 

Combining established and emerging voices, and practice-led research and critical scholarship, the 

book explores water across its scientific, symbolic, material, imaginary, practical and aesthetic 

dimensions. It examines and interrogates our cultural construction and representation of water and, 

through original research and theory, suggests ways in which we can reframe the dialogue to create a 

better relationship with water sources in diverse contexts and geographies. This expansive book 

brings together key emerging scholarship on water persona and agency and would be an ideal 

supplementary text for discussions on the blue humanities, climate change, environmental 

anthropology and environmental history. 

 

Concise contents: Foreword: 'Salt Water Kin', by Jill Jones; Introduction: Flux and Change, by 

Claudia Egerer and Camille Roulière; Part I. Water Stories: 1. Sapphire stories: Disenchantment 

and sense of wonder in the underwater world, by Karin Dirke; 2. Imaginings of water: Anthropocene 
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waters and the entanglement of the living, by Claudia Egerer; 3. The blue Anthropocene and the 

oceanic south: Reading containerisation and inundation diffractively, by Meg Samuelson; 4. Poetic 

economies of Walden: Keeping current(cy), by Diane P. Freedman; 5. Salt, water and sound: 

Translations from the Murray Mouth, by Camille Roulière; 6. The wild edge: A language for coastal 

landscapes, by Nicole Larkin; Part II. Water law and lore: 7. The WaterLore project: Mapping the 

sacred in cultural waters, by Gini Lee; 8. Te Mana o te Wai: Relating to and through the charisma of 

water, by Dan Hikuroa and Billie Lythberg; 9. Divining, by Stephen Muecke; 10. Water remembers: 

Drowning colonialism and swimming in wealth, by Brandy Nalani McDougall; 11. The weight of 

river stones, by Ali Gumillya Baker, Faye Rosas Blanch and Simone Ulalka Tur; Part III. 

(Re)imagining waters: 12. Call-and-response writing on water, by Louise Boscacci and Pip 

Newling; 13. Fresh water, salt water: Socially engaged art, collaboration and the environment, by 

Kim Williams and Lucas Ihlein; 14. Storied matter, by Deborah Wardle; 15. New perspectives on 

water significance: Joining art and science to communicate water ecology, by Anastasia Tyurina; 16. 

I am phytoplankton, by Kassandra Bossell; Afterword: 'if we stand…', by Em König." 

 

Extensive contents: https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/edit/10.4324/9781003218272/water-lore-

claudia-egerer-camille-rouli%C3%A8re?refId=8e36c0c5-21bb-4798-ab2f-

052e9c592b97&context=ubx.  

 

STUBBS, JOHN, CHAPMAN, WILLIAM, GATLEY, JULIA & KING, ROSS. 2024 (December 2023). 

Architectural Conservation in Australia, New Zealand and the Pacific Islands: National 

Experiences and Practice. Abingdon: Routledge. 614 pages. ISBN: 978-0367654436 (hb) and 978-

1003129455 (eb).  

 

"The fourth in a series that documents architectural conservation in different parts of the world, 

Architectural Conservation in Australia, New Zealand and the Pacific Islands: National Experiences 

and Practice addresses cultural heritage protection in a region which comprises one third of the 

Earth's surface. In response to local needs, Australia, New Zealand and the Pacific Islands have 

developed some of the most important and influential techniques, legislation, doctrine and theories in 

cultural heritage management in the world. The evolution of the heritage protection ethos and 

contemporary architectural conservation practices in Australia and Oceania are discussed on a 

national and regional basis using ample illustrations and examples. Accomplishments in architectural 

conservation are discussed in their national and international contexts, with an emphasis on original 

developments (solutions) and contributions made to the overall field. Enriched with essays 

contributed from fifty-nine specialists and thought leaders in the field, this book contains an 

extraordinary breadth and depth of research and synthesis on the why's and how's of cultural heritage 

conservation. Its holistic approach provides an essential resource and reference for students, 

academics, researchers, policy makers, practitioners and all who are interested in conserving the built 

environment. 

 

Contents (concise): Foreword by Richard A. Engelhardt; Preface; Acknowledgments; List of 

Contributors; Part I. Introduction to Pacific Heritage Conservation: Introduction: Context of 

Pacific Heritage Conservation; Part II. Australia and Aottearoa New Zealand: 1. Australia; 2. 

Aotearoa New Zealand; Part III. Hawaii, Micronesia, Melanesia, South Pacific Polynesia, and 

Pacific Polar Regions: 3. Hawai'i; 4. Micronesia; 5. Melanesia; 6. South Pacific Polynesia; 7. Polar 

Regions of the Pacific; Part IV. Closing Comments: Conclusion and Looking Forward; Glossary; 

General References on Architectural Conservation; Image Credits; Index." 

 

Contents (extensive): https://www.routledge.com/Architectural-Conservation-in-Australia-

New-Zealand-and-the-Pacific-Islands/Stubbs-Chapman-Gatley-

King/p/book/9780367654436 [click Preview Book].  
 

 

 

 

AUSTRALIA 

 

https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/edit/10.4324/9781003218272/water-lore-claudia-egerer-camille-rouli%C3%A8re?refId=8e36c0c5-21bb-4798-ab2f-052e9c592b97&context=ubx
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/edit/10.4324/9781003218272/water-lore-claudia-egerer-camille-rouli%C3%A8re?refId=8e36c0c5-21bb-4798-ab2f-052e9c592b97&context=ubx
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/edit/10.4324/9781003218272/water-lore-claudia-egerer-camille-rouli%C3%A8re?refId=8e36c0c5-21bb-4798-ab2f-052e9c592b97&context=ubx
https://www.routledge.com/Architectural-Conservation-in-Australia-New-Zealand-and-the-Pacific-Islands/Stubbs-Chapman-Gatley-King/p/book/9780367654436
https://www.routledge.com/Architectural-Conservation-in-Australia-New-Zealand-and-the-Pacific-Islands/Stubbs-Chapman-Gatley-King/p/book/9780367654436
https://www.routledge.com/Architectural-Conservation-in-Australia-New-Zealand-and-the-Pacific-Islands/Stubbs-Chapman-Gatley-King/p/book/9780367654436
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ARROW, MICHELLE (ed.). 2023. Women and Whitlam: Revisiting the Revolution. Sydney: University of 

New South Wales Press. 352 pages. ISBN: 978-1742237855 (pb). Review: Australian Historical 

Studies, 54(4), 2023: 844-846 (by Marian Quartly). 

 

"The Whitlam Government (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whitlam_government) transformed 

Australia. What is often overlooked, however, is the scope and scale of the reforms for Australian 

women. The Whitlam Government of 1972-1975 appointed a women's advisor to national 

government - a world first - and reopened the equal pay case. It extended the minimum wage for 

women, introduced the single mother's benefit, ensured cheap and accessible contraception, funded 

women's refuges and women's health centres, introduced accessible, no-fault divorce and the Family 

Court, introduced paid maternity leave in the public service, and much more. At a time when women 

are once again discovering their political voice, this book brings together three generations of 

women - including Patricia Amphlett, Elizabeth Reid, Eva Cox, Tanya Plibersek, Heidi Norman, 

Blair Williams and Ranuka Tandan - to revisit the Whitlam revolution and to build on it for the 

future." 

 

"This collection works at being inclusive. Two of the contributors identify as Indigenous: Cathy 

Eatok is a Gayiri/Badtjula woman, and Heidi Norman is a descendant of the Gomeroi people. Cathy 

Eatok tells the life-story of her mother, Pat Eatok, an inspiring account of struggle and achievement. 

Heidi Norman, introducing the final section on 'What remains to be done', recognises the delicate 

balance achieved by Aboriginal women in response to the opportunities offered by the Whitlam era: 

taking action on behalf of mothers and children without prejudicing 'the political campaign for 

Aboriginal recognition' (241). Norman calls not for revolution but for 'a more significant shift', 'a 

local community-based politics for change organised around [alternative] values'. She concludes that 

'there is much to be gained by considering Aboriginal approaches to thinking about what counts as 

important, what is valued, how we manage resources, how we relate to people and places, and 

concepts of responsibility and reciprocity'" (Marian Quarty, Australian Historical Studies). 

 

BOWERN, CLAIRE (ed.). 2023. The Oxford Guide to Australian Languages. Oxford: Oxford University 

Press. 1181 pages. ISBN: 978-0191863615 (online) and 978-0198824978 (hc). Review: Le Journal 

de la Société des Océanistes, (2/157), 2023: 309-308 (by M. Legentil).  

 

"The Oxford Guide to Australian Languages is a wide-ranging reference work that explores the more 

than 550 traditional and new Indigenous languages of Australia. Australian languages have long 

played an important role in diachronic and synchronic linguistics and are a vital testing ground for 

linguistic theory. Until now, however, there has been no comprehensive and accessible guide to the 

their vast linguistic diversity. This volume fills that gap, bringing together leading scholars and 

junior researchers to provide an up-to-date guide to all aspects of the languages of Australia. The 

chapters in the book explore typology, documentation, and classification; linguistic structures from 

phonology to pragmatics and discourse; sociolinguistics and language variation; and language in the 

community. The final part offers grammatical sketches of a selection of languages, sub-groups, and 

families. At a time when the number of living Australian languages is significantly reduced even 

compared to twenty year ago, this volume establishes priorities for future linguistic research and 

contributes to the language expansion and revitalization efforts that are underway. 

 

Contents: Dedication; Series Preface; Abbreviations and conventions; The Contributors; Language 

maps; Key to language maps; Australian language families and linguistic classifications; Foreword; 

1. Introduction, by Claire Bowern; Part I. Background: 2. A history of the early description of 

Australian languages, by Clara Stockigt; 3. Documentation of Australian languages, by Nicholas 

Thieberger; 4. Australian languages and syntactic theory, by Rachel Nordlinger; 5. Australian 

languages and interdisciplinary approaches to the past, by Luisa Miceli and Claire Bowern; 6. 

Nineteenth-century classifications of Australian languages, by Clara Stockigt; 7. How many 

languages are and were spoken in Australia? by Claire Bowern; 8. Philological methods for 

Australian languages, by John Giacon and Harold Koch; Part II. Structures: A. Phonetics and 

phonology: 9. Articulatory and acoustic phonetics, by Marija Tabain; 10. Segment inventories, by 

Erich R. Round; 11. Phonotactics, by Erich R. Round; 12. Morphophonology: Lenition and 

assimilation, by Erich R. Round; 13. Nasal cluster dissimilation, by Erich R. Round; 14. Lexical 

stress, by Kathleen Jepson and Thomas Ennever; 15. Intonation, by Janet Fletcher; 16. Sound 

change, by Barry Alpher; B. Morphosyntax: 17. Word classes, by Oliver Shoulson; 18. The noun 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whitlam_government
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phrase, by Dana Louagie; 19. Noun classes, by Amalia Skilton; 20. Ergativity, by Vivien Dunn and 

Felicity Meakins; 21. Semantic case, by Jane Simpson; 22. Possession, by Maïa Ponsonnet; 23. 

Demonstratives, by Dana Louagie; 24. Pronouns, by Alice Gaby and Oliver Shoulson; 25. Adjectives 

and adverbs, by Juhyae Kim; 26. Complex predication and serialization, by David Osgarby and 

Claire Bowern; 27. Conjugation classes, by Harold Koch; 28. Agreement morphology, by Parker 

Brody; 29. Suppletion, by Xavier Bach and Erich R. Round; 30. Valency change and causation, by 

Stef Spronck; 31. Reflexives and reciprocals, by Alice Gaby; 32. Tense and aspect, by James Bednall; 

33. Modality and mood, by James Bednall; 34. Negation, by Josh Phillips; 35. Word order, by 

Magda Andrews-Hoke and Parker Brody; 36. Questions, by Juhyae Kim and Claire Bowern; 37. 

Subordination, by Marie-Elaine van Egmond; 38. Relative clauses, by Rachel Hendery; 39. 

Antipassives, by Jessica Denniss; 40. Morphological change, by Barry Alpher and Claire Bowern; 

C. Semantics, pragmatics, and discourse: 41. Quantification, by Margit Bowler and Ivan 

Kapitonov; 42. Direction and location, by Dorothea Hoffmann; 43. Kinship, marriage, and skins, by 

Patrick McConvell; 44. Toponyms, by Katherine Rosenberg, Jane Simpson and Claire Bowern; 45. 

Discourse and social interaction, by Joe Blythe and Ilana Mushin; 46. Narrative, by Francesca 

Merlan; 47. Interjections, by Maïa Ponsonnet; 48. Insults and compliments, by Michael Walsh; 49. 

Language names, by Katherine Rosenberg and Claire Bowern; Part III. Sociolinguistics and 

language variation: 50. The verbal arts in Indigenous Australia, by Jennifer Green, Inge Kral and 

Sally Treloyn; 51. Sociolinguistic variation, by John Mansfield; 52. Australian Indigenous sign 

languages, by Jennifer Green; 53. Gender-based dialects, by John Bradley and Alice Gaby; 54. 

Multilingualism, by Jill Vaughan; 55. Code-switching, by Amanda Hamilton-Hollaway; 56. 

Language contact, by Denise Angelo; 57. Kriol, by Greg Dickson; 58. Young people's varieties, by 

Carmel O'Shannessy; 59. Restricted respect registers and auxiliary languages, by Michael Walsh; 60. 

Language input and child-directed speech, by Lucinda Davidson, Barbara Kelly, Gillian 

Wigglesworth and Rachel Nordlinger; Part IV. Language in the community: 61. Language policy, 

planning, and standardization, by Rob Amery; 62. Indigenous children's language practices in 

Australia, by Gillian Wigglesworth and Samantha Disbray; 63. Technology for Australian 

languages, by Catherine Bow; 64. Language revival, by Maryanne Gale; 65. Language, land, 

identity, and wellbeing; by Rob Amery and Mary-Anne Gale; Part V. Structural sketches of 

languages, subgroups, and families: 66. Contact language case studies, by Denise Angelo; 67. The 

Gunwinyguan languages, by Nicholas Evans and Alexandra Marley; 68. Anindilyakwa, by Marie-

Elaine van Egmond; 69. Languages of the Kimberley region, by Stef Spronck; 70. The Maningrida 

languages, by Margaret Carew and David Felipe Guerrero Beltran; 71. Living languages of 

Victoria, by K. Eira; 72. Lamalamic (Paman), by Jean-Christophe Verstraete; 73. The Bandjalangic 

languages and dialects, by Margaret Sharpe; 74. Noongar, by Denise Smith-Ali, Sue Hanson, George 

Hayden, Claire Bowern, Akshay Aitha, Lydia Ding and Sarah Mihuc; 75. The Wati (Western Desert) 

subgroup of Pama-Nyungan, by Sarah Babinski, Luis-Miguel Rojas-Berscia and Claire Bowern; 76. 

Ngumpin-Yapa languages, by Felicity Meakins, Thomas Ennever, David Osgarby, Mitch Browne by 

Amanda Hamilton-Hollaway; 77. Wajarri, by Doug Marmion; 78. The revitalization of the sleeping 

Tasmanian Aboriginal languages palawa kani, by Annie Reynolds and Theresa Sainty; References; 

Index." 

 

CANE, PETER, FORD, LISA & MCMILLAN, MARK (eds). 2022. The Cambridge Legal History of 

Australia. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 794 pages. ISBN: 978-1108499224 (hb). 

Review: Australian Historical Studies, 54(4), 2023: 827-839 (by Richard P. Boast: Old Dead Trees 

and Young Trees Green: The Cambridge Legal History of Australia).  

 

"Featuring contributions from leading lawyers, historians and social scientists, this path-breaking 

volume explores encounters of laws, people, and places in Australia since 1788. Its chapters address 

three major themes: the development of Australian settler law in the shadow of the British Empire; 

the interaction between settler law and First Nations people; and the possibility of meaningful 

encounter between First laws and settler legal regimes in Australia. Several chapters explore the 

limited space provided by Australian settler law for respectful encounters, particularly in light of the 

High Court's particular concerns about the fragility of Australian sovereignty. Tracing the 

development of a uniquely Australian law and the various contexts that shaped it, this volume is 

concerned with the complexity, plurality, and ambiguity of Australia's legal history. 

 

Contents: List of Figures page; List of Maps; List of Contributors; 1. Editors' Introduction, by Peter 

Cane, Lisa Ford and Mark Mcmillan; Part I. Cultures and Law: 2. Plural Legal Orders: Concept 
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and Practice, by Shaunnagh Dorsett; 3. English Legal Culture in the Late Eighteenth Century: 

Institutions and Values, by David Lieberman; 4. Challenging Settler State Legal Fantasies: Basic 

Precepts of First Law, by Mary Spiers Williams; Part II. Public Authority: 5. Colonial Settlement 

to Colony, by Bruce Kercher; 6. Colonial Self-government, by Ann Curthoys and Jessie Mitchell; 7. 

Federation, by Brendan Lim; 8. Constitutionalism in Australia, by Cheryl Saunders; 9. Indigenous 

Governance: 9.1 Mparntwe/Alice Springs: Towards a History of Indigenous and Settler 

Jurisdictions, by Tim Rowse and Jennifer Green; 9.2 Gunditjmara and Ngarrindjeri: Case Studies of 

Indigenous Self-government, by Daryle Rigney, Denis Rose, Alison Vivian, Miriam Jorgensen, Steve 

Hemming and Shaun Berg; Part III. Public Authorities in Encounter: 10. The Challenge of 

Indigenous Polities, by Kirsty Gover and Eddie Cubillo; 11. Australia as Empire, by Miranda 

Johnson and Cait Storr; 12. Australia and the World, by Coel Kirkby; Part IV. Land and 

Environment: 13. Settlement and Dispossession, by Lisa Ford and David Andrew Roberts; 14. 

Australian Land Law, by Maureen Tehan; 15. Aboriginal Land Rights, Subjection and the Law, by 

Amanda Kearney; 16. Land Justice, by Jason Behrendt and Sean Brennan; 17. Environment, by Ruth 

A. Morgan and Judith S. Jones; Part V. Social Organisation: 18. Colonial Law and its Control of 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Families, by Terri Libesman, Katherine Ellinghaus and Paul 

Gray; 19. The Legal History of Non-Indigenous Marriage, by Alecia Simmonds; 20. Protection 

Regimes, by Amanda Nettelbeck; 21. Economic and Social Welfare, by Anne O'brien; 22. Civil 

Rights and Indigenous People, by Gary Foley and Crystal Mckinnon; 23. Rights, by Frank 

Bongiorno; 24. Citizenship and Immigration, by Rayner Thwaites; Part VI. Social Ordering: 25. 

Criminal Law and the Administration of Justice in Early New South Wales and Van Diemen's Land, 

by David Andrew Roberts; 26. Criminal Justice after the Convicts: A History of the Long Twentieth 

Century, by Andy Kaladelfos and Alana Piper; 27. Indigenous Peoples and Settler Criminal Law, by 

Mark Finnane; 28. Civil Wrongs, by Mark Lunney; 29. Labour Law, by Diane Kirkby; 30. Place and 

Race in Australian Copyright Law: May Gibbs's and Albert Namatjira's Copyright, by Kathy 

Bowrey; Part VII. Reckonings: 31. Indigenous Legal Traditions and Australian Legal Education, by 

Nicole Watson; 32. Reckoning with the Past, by Shino Konishi; Index; The plate section can be 

found between pp 396 and 397 (interrupting chapter 17)." 

 

COOPER, INALA. 2022. Marrul: Aboriginal Identity and the Fight for Rights. Melbourne: Monash 

University Publishing. 96 pages. ISBN: 978-1922633248 (pb). 

 

"What does reconciliation and truth-telling look like, and how do we as a nation find justice for 

Indigenous people? In this deeply personal work, Inala Cooper shares stories of her family to show 

the impact of colonisation on the lives of Aboriginal people from the 1940s to now. She reveals the 

struggles faced by her Elders and contrasts them with the freedoms she comes across as an 

Aboriginal woman today. Speaking only from lived experience, Inala examines racism, privilege, 

and how deeply personal is one's identity. Her stories illustrate the complexities of identifying as 

Aboriginal and the importance of community in an increasingly individualist world. Exploring the 

impacts of major events throughout her life, Inala reflects on how human rights are breached and 

defended. She examines reconciliation and the need to share wealth and power, and the importance 

of truth-telling and justice. The thought-provoking stories in this book surface more questions than 

the necessary answers. But Inala brings us to her home as she weaves together her stories, the 

country she's connected to, and the elements that shape her path - none so prevalent as Marrul: the 

changing wind.[note] Inala Cooper is a Yawuru woman with German and Irish heritage, from Rubibi 

(Broome) in the Kimberley in Western Australia. She grew up on Gunditjmara land in south-western 

Victoria and has lived on the land of the Kulin nation in Melbourne for over twenty-five years." 

 

Note: "[The Yawuru season of Marrul is] a time of transition, wedged between the wet season of 

Man-gala and the cooler, dry seasons. Marrul usually falls in March and April, but it's unconstrained 

by calendars. Instead, Marrul reveals itself to the Yawuru through nature." See: Carolyn Beasley, 

2023: https://www.westernaustralia.com/sg/plan-my-trip/planning-tools/travel-stories/broomes-

transitional-season-of-marrul. Hilary Howes, Kim de Rijke, Martha Macintyre and Emanuela 

Appetiti of ASAO Net helped me trace the possible meanings of the name Marrul. It looks like Inala 

Cooper is hoping for a time interval of confession and reconciliation in Australian society after 

which the sins and pain of colonialism will be neutralized. 

 

https://www.westernaustralia.com/sg/plan-my-trip/planning-tools/travel-stories/broomes-transitional-season-of-marrul
https://www.westernaustralia.com/sg/plan-my-trip/planning-tools/travel-stories/broomes-transitional-season-of-marrul
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DALLEY, CAMEO & BARNWELL, ASHLEY (eds). 2023. Memory in Place: Locating Colonial Histories 

and Commemoration. Canberra: ANU Press. 304 pages. ISBN: 978-1760466077 (pb) and 978-

1760466084 (pdf). Retrieved 17 January 2024 from: http://doi.org/10.22459/MP.2023.  

 

"Memory in Place brings together Indigenous and non-Indigenous scholars and practitioners 

grappling with the continued potency of memories and experiences of colonialism. While many of 

these conversations have taken place on a national stage, this collection returns to the rich intimacy 

of the local. From Queensland's sweeping Gulf Country, along the shelly beaches of south Sydney, 

Melbourne's city gardens and the rugged hills of South Australia, through Central Australia's dusty 

heart and up to the majestic Kimberley, the collection charts how interactions between Indigenous 

people, settlers and their descendants are both remembered and forgotten in social, political, and 

cultural spaces. It offers uniquely diverse perspectives from a range of disciplines including history, 

anthropology, memory studies, archaeology, and linguistics from both established and emerging 

scholars; from Indigenous and non-Indigenous contributors; and from academics as well as museum 

and cultural heritage practitioners. The collection locates some of the nation's most pressing political 

issues with attention to the local, and the ethics of commemoration and relationships needed at this 

scale. It will be of interest to those who see the past as intimately connected to the future. 

 

Contents: List of illustrations; Acronyms; Contributors; Acknowledgements; [Intro:] Memory at 

scale: Interdisciplinary engagements with Australian histories, by Cameo Dalley and Ashley 

Barnwell; Part I. History in the landscape archive: 1. Matriarch: Reclaiming the mermaid, by 

Julia Hurst and Karen Maber; 2. Spirit of place: The critical case for site visits in the construction of 

Indigenous Australian histories, by Barry Judd and Katherine Ellinghaus; 3. Memory-lines: 

Ethnographies of colonial violence in Central Australia, by Jason Gibson, Jennifer Green and Joel 

Perrurle Liddle; 4. Tommy Burns and the challenge of truth-telling on the pastoral frontier in the 

Gulf Country of northern Australia, by Richard Martin and Fred Pascoe; 5. Searching for 

Retribution Camp, by Billy Griffiths; 6. The South Australian frontier and its legacies: Remembering 

and representing the Mount Bryan murders, by Skye Krichauff; Part II. Remembering and 

forgetting in heritage spaces: 7. A stone in the park of empire: Reclaiming First Nations space 

through burial, by Alexandra Roginski; 8. Place as archive: The heritage of children's homes and the 

legacies of colonial violence, by Sarah Hayes, Steven Cooke, Edwina Kay and Antony Catrice; 9. 

Engaging communities in archives and museums, by Imelda Miller, Olivia Robinson and Cameo 

Dalley; 10. History by committee: Representing the 'facts' of settler colonialism in a local historical 

society museum, by Cameo Dalley and Ashley Barnwell; 11. Displaying frontier violence at the 

Australian War Memorial, by Thomas J. Rogers; 12. Blue sky mining and Sweet Country: Is it too 

soon to commemorate colonial violence? by Chris Healy; Afterword: Re-membering history at our 

current juncture, by Yin Paradies; Index." 

 

LI-YANYUWA, LI-WIRDIWALANGU, BRADY, LIAM M., BRADLEY, JOHN & KEARNEY, 

AMANDA. 2023. Jakarda Wuka (Too Many Stories): Narratives of Rock Art from Yanyuwa 

Country in Northern Australia's Gulf of Carpentaria. Sydney: Sydney University Press. 347 pages. 

Tom Austen Brown Studies in Australasian Archaeology. Australia: Sydney University ISBN 978-1-

743-32877-4 (pb), 978-1-743-32878-1 (ep) and 978-1-743-32879-8 (pdf). Review: Visual 

Anthropology, 36(5), 2023: 539-542 (by P. Hockings).  

 

"Jakarda Wuka draws on a combined 70+ years of collaborative research involving Yanyuwa Elders, 

anthropologists, and an archaeologist to tell a unique story about the rock art from Yanyuwa Country 

in northern Australia's southwest Gulf of Carpentaria. Australia's rock art is recognised globally for 

its antiquity, abundance, distinctive motifs and the deep and abiding knowledge Indigenous people 

continue to hold for these powerful symbols. However, books about Australian rock art jointly 

written by Indigenous communities, anthropologists, and archaeologists are extremely rare. 

Combining Yanyuwa and western knowledge, the authors embark on a journey to reveal the true 

meaning of Yanyuwa rock art. At the heart of this book is the understanding that a painting is not 

just a painting, nor is it an isolated phenomenon or a static representation. What underpins Yanyuwa 

perceptions of their rock art is kinship, because people are kin to everything and everywhere on 

Country. Jakarda Wuka highlights the multidimensional nature of Yanyuwa rock art: it is an active 

social agent in the landscape, capable of changing according to different circumstances and events, 

connected to the epic travels and songs of Ancestral Beings (Dreamings), and related to various 

aspects of Yanyuwa life such as ceremony, health and wellbeing, identity, and narratives concerning 

http://doi.org/10.22459/MP.2023
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past and present-day events. In a time where Indigenous communities, archaeologists, and 

anthropologists are seeking new ways to work together and better engage with Indigenous 

knowledges to interpret the 'archaeological record', Jakarda Wuka delivers a masterful and profound 

narrative of Yanyuwa Country and its rock art. This project was supported by the Australian 

Research Council and the McArthur River Mine Community Benefits Trust. 

 

Contents: Tom Austen Brown Studies in Australasian Archaeology; Dedication; 

Acknowledgements; List of Figures; List of Maps; List of Tables; Glossary; Foreword; 1. A story 

about Saltwater People and their rock art; 2. A framework to understand Yanyuwa rock art: Kinship 

and relationships; 3. Creative expressions and rock art in the southwest Gulf of Carpentaria; 4. Rock 

art of Wuyaliya clan Country; 5. Rock art of Wurdaliya clan Country; 6. Rock art of Rrumburriya 

clan Country; 7. Rock art of Mambaliya-Wawukarriya clan Country 8 Mainland rock art: 

Rrumburriya and Wurdaliya; 9. The importance of rock art and Country for Yanyuwa People; 

References; Index." 

 

TAMISARI, FRANCA. 2024 (January). Enacted Relations: Performing Knowledge in an Australian 

Indigenous Community. New York: Berghahn. 320 pages. ISBN: 978-1-80539-239-2 (hb) and 978-

1-80539-240-8 (eb). 

 

"The Yolngu Indigenous people in the Northeast Arnhem Land of Australia respond to neo-colonial 

challenges by continuing to affirm their political autonomy and transmit 'Yolngu Law', which are 

ways of knowing and being with the younger generation. They deal with non-Indigenous institutions, 

through participation of bodies, language, things, images of movement and notions of mutual care, 

feelings and accountability. This book explores the Yolngu relational ontology and epistemology in 

the context of everyday practices, ritual ceremonies, bicultural education, vernacular Christianity and 

the production of popular music. 

 

Contents: List of Illustrations; Acknowledgements; Note on the Orthography and Pronunciation of 

Terms in Yolngu Language; Introduction: Performance, Connectivity and Co-becoming; 1. 

Learning Yolngu Law; 2. Encountering Others in the Field; 3. The Body as Principle and Image of 

Connectedness; 4. Names and Naming; 5. The Law of the Songs; 6. Dancing with and for Others; 7. 

Creating Your Vision, Sharing Culture and Cultural Remix; Conclusion: Understanding through 

Feeling; References; Index." 

 

MELANESIA 

 

ALY, GÖTZ. 2023. The Magnificent Boat: The Colonial Theft of a South Seas Cultural Treasure. 

Translated by Jefferson Chase. Cambridge: Belknap Press, Harvard University Press. 207 pages. 

ISBN: 978-0674276574 (cl) and 978-0674293199 (eb). Review: Journal of Anthropological 

Research, 49(4), 2023: 551-552 (by R. Handler). Originally published 2021 as Das Prachtboot: Wie 

Deutsche die Kunstschätze der Südsee raubten by Fischer Verlag. 

 

"Countless museums in the West have been criticized for their looted treasures, but few as 

trenchantly as the Humboldt Forum, which displays predominantly non-Western art and artifacts in a 

modern reconstruction of the former Royal Palace in Berlin. The Forum's premier attraction, an 

ornately decorated fifteen-meter boat from the island of Luf in modern-day Papua New Guinea, was 

acquired under the most dubious circumstances by Max Thiel, a German trader, in 1902 after two 

decades of bloody German colonial expeditions in Oceania. Götz Aly tells the story of the German 

pillaging of Luf and surrounding islands, a campaign of violence in which Berlin ethnologists were 

brazenly complicit. In the aftermath, the majestic vessel was sold to the Ethnological Museum in the 

imperial capital, where it has remained ever since. In Aly's vivid telling, the looted boat is a portal to 

a forgotten chapter in the history of empire - the conquest of the Bismarck Archipelago. One of these 

islands was even called Aly, in honor of the author's great-granduncle, Gottlob Johannes Aly, a naval 

chaplain who served aboard ships that helped subjugate the South Sea islands Germany colonized. 

While acknowledging the complexity of cultural ownership debates, Götz Aly boldly questions the 

legitimacy of allowing so many treasures from faraway, conquered places to remain located in the 

West. Through the story of one emblematic object, The Magnificent Boat artfully illuminates a 

sphere of colonial brutality of which too few are aware today." 
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BONNEMÈRE, PASCALE. 2022. A Life Committed to Papua New Guinea: Conversations with 

Christopher Owen - Filmmaker. New Guinea Communications Vol. 8. Glienicke: Galda Verlag. 

325 pages. ISBN: 978-3962032197 (pb). 

 

"The 23 March 2018 issue of the Weekend Courier (PNG) pays tribute to Chris Owen in the 

following terms: 'I do not know of one other culture whose children will inherit a film heritage such 

as the one Chris Owen has given to the people of Papua New Guinea.' Pascale Bonnemère has 

transcribed a series of long conversations she had with Chris Owen, between 2013 and 2017, which 

paint a vivid picture of the life and work of this dedicated author of the most famous films on the 

country (The Red Bowmen 1978, Malangan Labadama: A Tribute to Buk-Buk 1980, Gogodala: A 

Cultural Revival? 1983, Tighten the Drums: Self-decoration among the Enga 1983, Tukana: Husat i 

Asua [What Went Wrong]? 1984, Man without Pigs 1990, Bridewealth for a Goddess 2000 and 

Betelnut Bisnis 2004). Completed by contextual information and photographs from his archives, the 

present volume constitutes a valuable testimony on a key period in the history of Papua New Guinea 

as experienced by a committed left-wing expatriate who spent almost 40 years of his life there and 

became a child of the country. 

 

Contents: New Guinea Communications; Acknowledgement; Foreword; Photos; Info Boxes; 1. 

Introduction; 2. I moved into Cinematography to pursue; 3. I was the team leader of myself; 4. I 

always sit down with the community and explain what the film is going to be; 5. Tukana was my 

first drama film: Bougainville stories; 6. My films do speak for themselves; 7. Working with other 

filmmakers in the country; 8. Skul Bilong Wokim Piksa [School for Filmmaking]; 9. The role of the 

NFI is to be a national film institute; 10. Conversations about filmmaking in Papua New Guinea, 

past and present; 11. Living with memories; Chris Owens filmography; References." 

 

BOWDEN, ROSS. 2022. Art and Creativity in a New Guinea Society: The Kwoma in Cross-cultural 

Perspective. Lanham: Lexington Books. 184 pages. ISBN: 978-1-7936-1136-9 (hb) 978-1-7936-

1137-6 (eb). Review: The Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute, 29(4), 2023: 969-970 (by 

R. Apthorpe). 

 

"The Kwoma, the subject of this book, are one of a number of peoples in the Sepik River region of 

northern Papua New Guinea who have created some of the most distinctive visual art in the Pacific. 

Through case studies of their painting, sculpture, architecture and ritual this book examines in detail 

how people in this society understand their art as a cultural phenomenon. This includes how they 

understand its origins in the spirit world, how they judge quality in art and how they understand 

artistic creativity. The book contrasts Kwoma beliefs with the radically different approach to art 

found in the modern West. The modern Western concept of art first emerged not in the eighteenth 

century in the Enlightenment, or even later, as anthropologists and art historians often assume, but 

several centuries earlier in the Renaissance. The book gives an account of radical changes that took 

place culturally in Europe between the twelfth and sixteenth centuries in the way human intellectual 

creativity was understood, and how this gave rise to a new concept of art, one that remains 

unchanged in the modern West today." 

 

Contents: List of Figueres; Acknowledgements; 1. Sources of Creativity in Art; 2. The Supernatural 

Origins of Men's Houses and Their Art; 3. The Supernatural Origins of Kwoma Ritual; 4. Cultural 

Implications of Kwoma Notions of Creativity in Art; 5. A Cross-Cultural Perspective; 6. Related 

Issues; References; Index; About the Author." 

 

BREEN, B. (2024). Tripping on Utopia: Margaret Mead, the Cold War, and the Troubled Birth of 

Psychedelic Science. New York: Grand Central Publishing. Reviews: Science, 383(6680), 2024: 266 

(by A. Turner: When the CIA Met LSD: A Pair of Anthropologists' Personal Papers Shed Light on 

US Psychedelic Science in the Mid-20th Century). 

 

"Far from the repressed traditionalists they are often painted as, the generation that survived the 

second World War emerged with a profoundly ambitious sense of social experimentation. In the '40s 

and '50s, transformative drugs rapidly entered mainstream culture, where they were not only legal, 

but openly celebrated. At the center of this revolution were the pioneering anthropologists - and star-

crossed lovers - Margaret Mead and Gregory Bateson. Convinced the world was headed toward 

certain disaster, Mead and Bateson made it their life's mission to reshape humanity through a new 
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science of consciousness expansion, but soon found themselves at odds with the government bodies 

who funded their work, whose intentions were less than pure. Mead and Bateson's partnership 

unlocks an untold chapter in the history of the twentieth century, linking drug researchers with CIA 

agents, outsider sexologists, and the founders of the Information Age. As we follow Mead and 

Bateson's fractured love affair from the malarial jungles of New Guinea to the temples of Bali, from 

the espionage of WW II to the scientific revolutions of the Cold War, a new origin story for 

psychedelic science emerges." 

 

DEMIAN, MELISSA (ed.). 2023. Grassroots Law in Papua New Guinea. Canberra: ANU Press. 202 pages. 

ISBN: 978-1760466114 (pb) and 978-1760466121 (pdf). Retrieved 21 December 2023 from: 

http://doi.org/10.22459/GLPNG.2023.  

 

"The introduction of village courts in Papua New Guinea in 1975 was an ambitious experiment in 

providing semi-formal legal access to the country's overwhelmingly rural population. Nearly 50 

years later, the enthusiastic adoption of these courts has had a number of ramifications, some of them 

unanticipated. Arguably, the village courts have developed and are working exactly as they were 

supposed to do, adapted by local communities to modes and styles consistent with their own dispute 

management sensibilities. But with little in the way of state oversight or support, most village courts 

have become, of necessity, nearly autonomous. Village courts have also become the blueprint for 

other modes of dispute management. They overlap with other sources of authority, so the line 

between what does and does not constitute a 'court' is now indistinct in many parts of the country. 

Rather than casting this issue as a problem for legal development, the contributors to Grassroots 

Law in Papua New Guinea ask how, under conditions of state withdrawal, people seek to retain an 

understanding of law that holds out some promise of either keeping the attention of the state or 

reproducing the state's authority. 

 

Contents: Preliminary pages; Acknowledgements; Introduction: The magic of the court, by Melissa 

Demian; Part I. Village courts and non-courts in action: 1. Legal consciousness and the 

predicament of village courts in a 'weak state': Internalisation of external authority in the New 

Guinea Highlands, by Hiroki Fukagawa; 2. Following an adultery case beyond the court: The 

making of legal consciousness in and around Nadzab Village Court, Markham River Valley, by 

Juliane Neuhaus; 3. 'Making kastam full' in the Sepik: The Awim Village Court as a spectral gift of 

shells, by Tomi Bartole; 4. Unmaking a village court: The invisible workings of an alternative 

dispute forum, by Eve Houghton; Part II. The courts, the law and the Papua New Guinean state: 

5. Keeping the sky up: Papua New Guinea's village courts in the age of capacity building, by 

Michael Goddard; 6. Collapsing the scales of law, by Melissa Demian; 7. A system that allows 

people to say sorry: An interview with Fiona Hukula, by Camila F. Marinelli and Melissa Demian; 

Contributors; Index." 

 

DILLON, PAUL. 2023. Queensland's Contribution to the Development of British New Guinea. Foreword 

by Geoffrey Blainey. Cleveland: Connor Court Publishing. 180 pages. ISBN: 978-1922815880 (pb). 

 

"Dillon's latest book investigates, with keen attention to detail, colonial Queensland's role in the 

development of British New Guinea. It reveals the rising importance of Torres Strait and its 

international steamship traffic, the contest with Germany in 1883 for the easterly or non-Dutch 

portion of New Guinea and the attractive islands of New Britain and New Ireland. Without the 

determination of Queensland, Britain would never have set up a government house at Port Moresby 

in 1888. Dillon reminds us that, in the eyes of some major politicians, the nearer parts of New 

Guinea were almost as essential as Tasmania. In essence, 'New Guinea and the adjacent groups of 

Pacific Islands must form part of the future Australian nation'. It is especially Dillon's skill in 

weighing evidence, and in cross-examining long-dead witnesses, that makes him a historian worth 

reading. That he ventures into new territory is a bonus" (Geoffrey Blainey, 'Foreword'). 

 

FUGMANN, GERNOT. 2022. Verknüpfungen: Ein Leben zwischen Neuguinea, Australien, 

Neuendettelsau und Ostasien. Neuendettelsau: Erlanger Verlag für Mission und Ökumene. 371 

pages. ISBN: 978-3-87214-567-3 (pb). Review: Anthropos, 118(2), 2023: 618-620 (by M. 

Kittelmann). 

 

http://doi.org/10.22459/GLPNG.2023
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"Ein Leben zwischen drei Kontinenten: In der Biografie von Gernot Fugmann, 1938 im heutigen 

Papua-Neuguinea als Missionarskind geboren, sind Melanesien, Australien, Neuendettelsau und 

Ostasien eng miteinander verknüpft. Lebendig, engagiert und auch humorvoll berichtet Fugmann 

über seine Kindheit in Neuguinea und Australien, über Stationen als Missionar mit Frau und Kindern 

im Hochland Papua-Neuguineas, als Leiter des Missionskollegs in Neuendettelsau oder als Direktor 

des Melanesischen Instituts in Goroka. Bei Mission Eine Welt war er als Referent am Aufbau eines 

Netzwerks pazifischer und ostasiatischer Kirchen beteiligt. Gernot Fugmann hat den Wandel im 

Missionsverständnis und die Emanzipation der Kirchen des globalen Südens hautnah miterlebt. Ein 

Buch, das neugierig macht auf die bunte Vielfalt der weltweiten Ökumene.  

 

Contents: Geleitwort; Vorwort; 1. Kindheit und Jugend als 'Third-Culture-Kid'; 2. Niugini erlebt als 

Familie: Kirche und Kultur Neuguineas im Wandel 1968-1978; 3. Deutschland 1978-1983; 4. 

Wieder als Familie in Niugini 1983-1987; 5. Die Zeit Referent: neue Wege gehen; 6. Der Ruhestand: 

sich auf Nebenwege einlassen." 

 

GODELIER, MAURICE. 2023. Forbidden Fruit: An Anthropologist Looks at Incest. London: Verso. 112 

pages. ISBN: 978-1804292341 (pb) and 978-1804292358 (eb). First published as L'Interdit de 

l'inceste à travers les sociétés by CNRS Editions in 2021. Translated by Nora Scott. Reviews: 

Anthropos, 117(2), 2022: 556-557 (by J.J. Rivera Andía); Journal de la Psychanalyse de l'Enfant, 

12(2), 2022: 559-562 (by D. Houzel); Lectures, 24 January, 2022: https://doi.org/10.4000/ 

lectures.53874 (by R. Rouméas: Maurice Godelier, L'interdit de l'inceste à travers les sociétés); Le 

Monde, 7 April 2021: https://lejournal.cnrs.fr/articles/toutes-les-societes-font-de-linceste-un-tabou-

mais-cette-universalite-revet-des-formes-tres (by A. Chemin: "Toutes les sociétés font de l'inceste un 

tabou mais cette universalité revêt des formes très différentes" - Interview). 

 

"What is incest? Is it universally prohibited? Does this prohibition concern only 'biological' kinships 

or does it extend to various 'social' kinships, such as those that are formed today in so-called blended 

families but which also exist in many other societies? This prohibition plays a fundamental role in 

the functioning of the multiple kinship systems studied throughout the world. But where does it 

come from? Can we think, with Claude Lévi-Strauss, that the prohibition of incest alone marks the 

passage from nature to culture? And how can we understand, then, the persistent tension between the 

proclaimed, institutionalized prohibition and the incestuous practice which, everywhere, remains? 

World-renowned anthropologist Maurice Godelier highlights an essential fact, the spontaneously 

asocial and undifferentiated character of human sexuality and the need for a social regulation of this 

spontaneity. It thus brings to light the main teachings of anthropology on the question of incest, a 

major social fact of burning relevance today. 

 

Contents: 1. The incest taboo; 2. The taboo on incest in kinship systems; 3. The sexed bodies of men 

and women: Ventriloquist's dummies for their society; 4. From animal to human; 5. The child and 

kinship today." 

 

HIRSCHBICHLER, MICHAEL. 2021. Mythische Konstruktionen: Kult- und Geisterhäuser Papua-

Neuguineas. Berlin: Wasmuth und Zohlen Verlag. 366 pages. ISBN: 978-3-8030-2109-0 (hb). 

Review: Anthropos, 118(2), 2023: 628-629 (by C. Schittich). 

 

"Die Kult- und Geisterhäuser Papua-Neuguineas üben eine einzigartige Faszination aus. Neben 

ihrem ästhetischen Reichtum sind es vor allem die mit ihnen verbundenen soziokulturellen 

Vorstellungen und weitreichenden Kosmologien, die beeindrucken und gerade heute eine besondere 

Aktualität besitzen. Die Umwelt erweist sich darin als groß angelegtes kulturelles Projekt, als 

physische Wirklichkeit und zugleich in Raum und Zeit ausgebreitete kollektive Erzählung. Mit Hilfe 

künstlerischer und architektonischer Zeichen konnte diese aufgegriffen, verändert und weitererzählt 

werden. Die Umwelt wurde dabei als Lebensraum verstanden, in dem lebendige Menschen und 

zahlreiche andere Akteure - verstorbene oder noch ungeborene Menschen, Tiere, Pflanzen, Dinge, 

Geister und mythische Wesen - koexistierten und durch komplexe soziale Beziehungen miteinander 

verflochten waren. Diese Beziehungen und die daraus entstehende gemeinsame Welt wurden vor 

allem in Ritualen stets aufs Neue verhandelt. Michael Hirschbichler untersucht den kulturellen 

Kosmos verschiedener Kulturen Papua-Neuguineas in detaillierten Analysen und mit einem 

multiperspektivischen Ansatz. Dieser verbindet Kultur- und Sozialwissenschaften sowie Bau-, 

Architektur- und Raumforschung miteinander. Darauf aufbauend entwickelt Michael Hirschbichler 
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in transkultureller Hinsicht eine facettenreiche räumliche Theorie mythischer Konstruktionen, die 

aus westlich-modernen Verständniswelten hinausführt und eine Fülle von äußerst relevanten 

Konzepten zum Verständnis und zur Gestaltung einer mehr-als-menschlichen Welt liefert." 

 

LEMONNIER, PIERRE. 2023. La ritualité des choses: Objets, gestes et paroles des initiations masculines 

baruya (Papouasie-Nouvelle-Guinée). Paris: Éditions Mimésis. 592 pages. ISBN: 978-88-6976-

355-7 (pb). Review: La Vie Idées, 4 December 2023: https://laviedesidees.fr/Lemonnier-La-ritualite-

des-choses (by J.-F. Bert - click right for English translation). 

 

"In five weeks and more than one hundred and ten stages, the initiations of the Baruya of Papua New 

Guinea reaffirmed the imbalance in relationships between men and women and the competition 

between men. The imagination underlying the ritual itself was also put into action. These initiations 

thus constituted the pillar of the social order. Through a step-by-step description of the 'Muka' 

ceremony of 1979 and an analysis combining the anthropology of ritual with that of techniques, the 

author shows that, in a world teeming with invisible forces and spirits, material actions on the body, 

using the physical characteristics of hundreds of objects, gestures, plants or wanderings, participated 

in a specific way in the metamorphosis of the initiates. Because even with the help of their 'father' 

the Sun, the words of the Baruya alone were not enough to extricate young boys from the feminine 

world of their childhood and transform them into accomplished men and future warriors." 

 

MCDONNELL, SIOBHAN. 2023. My Land, My Life: Dispossession at the Frontier of Desire. Honolulu: 

University of Hawai'i Press. 264 pages. ISBN: 978-0824894450 (hb). 

 

"Throughout Oceania, land is central to identity because it is understood to be spiritually nourishing 

and sustaining. Land is the mother. Land, and the kinship it nurtures, is the basis for sustaining 

livelihoods and ways of life. Therefore, Indigenous dispossession from the land has deep and far-

reaching consequences. My Land, My Life: Dispossession at the Frontier of Desire explores the land 

rush that took place in Vanuatu from 2001 to 2014 which resulted in over ten percent of all 

customary land being leased. In this book, Siobhan McDonnell offers new insights into the drivers of 

capitalist land transformations. Using multi-scalar and multi-sited ethnography she describes not 

simply a linear march toward commodification of the landscape by foreign interests, but a complex 

web replete with the local powerful Indigenous men involved in manipulating power and property. 

McDonnell meticulously describes land-leasing processes and maps the relationships between 

investors, middlemen, and local men. She shows how property is a tool with which foreigners 

reassert capitalism and neocolonial control over Indigenous landscapes. The legal identity of 

'landowner' contains foundational contradictions between the rights established in Vanuatu's kastom 

system and those afforded by property, as individualized rights over land. Property has also created 

sites for the production of masculine authority and enabled men to manipulate claims to land and 

entrench their personal power. This book explores how transactions of customary land have created 

new domains of agency and frontiers of desire: foreign desire to possess land and local desire to 

lease land for cash. It concludes with a discussion of Vanuatu's constitutional and land reform 

package, drafted by the author, which took effect in 2014 and delivered a more empathetic approach 

to Indigenous land rights and ended the land rush. Informed by decades of study, legal work, and 

community engagement, My Land, My Life demonstrates an engaged anthropological practice based 

on reciprocity that responds directly to what Indigenous people have asked for. This book is certain 

to appeal to a wide range of scholars as well as policy makers. 

 

Contents: Illustrations; Acknowledgments; Introduction: My Land, My Life 1. Reciprocity as a 

Fugitive Anthropologist; 2. Weaving Narratives of Place; 3. Performing Property, Throwing Silver 

Dollars; 4. Custom Landownership a Frankenstein Corpse? 5. The Frontier of Desire; 6. The Masters 

of Modernity; 7. Mama Graon; Conclusion: Refusal: Attempts to Decolonize Law; Notes; Glossary; 

References; Index." 

 

MENNIS, MARY R. & DE'ATH, COLIN. 2021. Myths and Magic of Melanesia: Based on Stories and 

Myths of Papua New Guinea. New Guinea Communications Vol. 2. Glienicke: Galda Verlag. 216 

pages. ISBN: 978-3962031589 (pb).  

 

"Professor Colin De'Ath and Mary R. Mennis were both doing research in the Madang area in the 

1970s. While Professor Colin was working on the Gogol area researching the effects of the Trans-

https://laviedesidees.fr/Lemonnier-La-ritualite-des-choses
https://laviedesidees.fr/Lemonnier-La-ritualite-des-choses
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Gogol Timber Project on the local villagers, Mary Mennis was doing research into the culture of the 

coastal Madang people and changes that had occurred over the years. At that time, they collaborated 

and published 'Merging Men and Nature: Myths of Melanesia'. The original version was published in 

Oral History in 1981, and recently it was decided to republish these myths to make them available to 

a wider readership. In this latest edition, a few modifications have been made to make the stories 

clearer. Also some myths and oral traditions have been added. The myths presented in this book are 

from Madang, Manus Island, the Sepik area, the Highlands, New Britain and the Port Moresby area 

of Papua New Guinea as well as two from Irian Jaya. They are grouped under categories like Origin 

of Pottery, Two Brother Myths; Myths about mountains and Origin Myths for ease of comparison. 

 

Contents: New Guinea Communications; List of figures; Introduction; 1. The Brother Legens and 

Trading; 2. Birth Order and Two Brother Legends; 3. Clay Pots; 4. Origin Legends; 5. Mountains; 6. 

Earthquakes and Volcanoes; 7. Village: Oral Traditions and Real-time Stories; 8. The Sea and Its 

Inhabitants; 9. Masalai or Ghosts; 10. Animal Legends; 11. Snake Stories; 12. Magic for Cultural 

Items; Bibliography." 

 

MULLER, KAL. 2024 (February). Kamoro Natural Resources - West New Guinea Lowlands Cultures. 

New Guinea Communications Vol. 15. Glienicke: Galda Verlag. 404 pages. ISBN: 978-3962032999 

(pb) and 978-3962033002 (eb). 

 

"The Kamoro are an ethnolinguistic group of Papuans living along the north shore of the Arafura Sea 

and a short distance inland. Like other Papuan groups, they take advantage of the resources available 

to them. This book lists the Kamoros' natural resources with the emphasis on what they actually use 

from their ecosystems: the sea, the estuaries, the mangroves and the tropical rain forest. A study of 

the natural resources in four separate areas was undertaken by the author in the year 2000. The 

research was conducted in Iwaka, an inland village, Pigapu Village, an inland riverside settlement, 

the coastal village of Atuka, and Paopao, a semi-temporary agglomeration of related clans located on 

a rived they owned traditionally. The information was gathered in the Indonesian language, 

supplemented by the names in the local Kamoro dialects. The author and his Kamoro informants 

consulted together books illustrating various animal groups in order to obtain the names in English, 

Indonesian, Kamoro as well as the all-important universal binomial scientific designation. This 

research was a part of a wider study by the author on the risk assessment of the influence of the 

mining company Freeport Indonesia due to the tailings from processing of the mined ores. The 

tailings had a considerable effect on the lifestyles of the Kamoro who lived in the areas where they 

were deposited. The various chapters in the book concentrate on the vegetation (and especially that 

of the mangroves) with various chapters devoted to the most important animal groups used by the 

Kamoro for food and a variety of other purposes. These groups include birds, fishes, crustaceans, 

mollusks, reptiles, mammals and insects. An appendix groups different designations together, such 

as Latin name and Kamoro name, then Kamoro name followed by the Latin one. All the various 

animal groups are treated this way for convenient quick references. English names are also listed. 

The book ends with a bibliography of all the references consulted. 

 

Contents: Preface; 1. Introduction to the Kamoro Natural Resources Utilization Study; 2. Iwaka and 

Its 'Kapiri Kame' (Temporary Camps); 3. Atuka Village; 4. Pigapu Village, Feb. 12 to 15, 2000; 5. 

Kamoro Vegetation Use; 6. Mangroves: A Fascinating Eco-System; 7. A Visit to the Mangroves 

(Including the paragraph: The sago palm: A staple tree of life); 8. Birds in Kamoroland: A Unique 

Flock; 9. Fishes and Fishing; 10. Crustacea: Shrimp and Crabs Species; 11. The Mollusks of 

Kamoroland; 12. Reptiles in the Kamoro Area: Snakes, Lizards, Crocodiles, and Turtles; 13. 

Mammal; 14. Insects Used by the Kamoro; 15. Appendix; Kamoro Resource Bibliography." 

 

MURPHY, GREG. 2021. Dance of the Mask: The First Flowering of Literature and the Contemporary 

Arts in Papua New Guinea. New Guinea Communications Vol. 3. Glienicke: Galda Verlag. 208 

pages. ISBN: 978-3962031718 (pb). 

 

"Dance of the Mask sets the history of the first flowering of Papua New Guinea contemporary 

literature and arts firmly in place so that it cannot be forgotten or brushed over or denied; the plant 

was always there in Papua New Guinea of course and still is. As a history, it describes the people 

involved and the quality of the cultural efflorescence, Ulli and Georgina Beier, John Kasaipwalova, 

Greg Murphy and the Raun Raun Theatre artists and their remarkable contributions to this historical 
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conjuncture, the Papua Pocket Poets series with their visual art covers, the epic poem Sail the 

Midnight Sun by John Kasaipwalova and the resulting trilogy of folk operas by Raun Raun Theatre 

performed nationally and internationally and in Europe to great acclaim at the Edinburgh Festival in 

2007. The book philosophises that culture is always changing and that literature and the arts should 

be influencing that process of change. 

 

Contents: New Guinea Communications; Acknowledgement; Dedication; Figures; 1. Foreword; 2. 

Papua Pocket Poets and Ulli Beier; 3. A Literary Dance of the Mask: Papua Pocket Poets; 4. The 

Poems by Kumalau Tawali, Apisai Enos, John Kasaipwalova, Peter Kama Kerpi and Henginike 

Riyong; 5. Raun Raun Theatre, Greg Murphy and John Kasaipwalova; 6. Sail the Midnight Sun: An 

epic poem by John Kasaipwalova; 7. Sail the Midnight Sun: The Imdeduya Carvings; 8. From a 

Literary to a National Dance of the Mask; 9. A National Cultural Transformation; 10. Afterword; 

Annexe." 

 

NAROKOBI, VERGIL. 2024 (January). Implementing Constitutional Goals - Proposals for Papua New 

Guinea. New Guinea Communications Vol. 18. Glienicke: Galda Verlag. 332 pages. ISBN: 978-

3962033125 (pb) and 978-3962033132 (eb). 

 

"Papua New Guinea has an extensive preamble in her Constitution. Part of the preamble is the 

National Goals and Directive Principles (goals) and Basic Social Obligations (obligations). They set 

out the objectives of what Papua New Guinea should aspire towards. The Constitution requires all 

governmental bodies, which includes the judiciary, the parliament, the executive government and 

Ombudsman Commission to implement them. The book sets out practical, efficient and effective 

constitutional and legal recommendations for these limbs of government to implement the goals and 

obligations. 

 

Contents: Preface; Glossary; 1. Introduction; 2. Political and Legal Context; 3. Role of the National 

Goals and Directive Principles and Basic Social Obligations; 4. The Constitutional Duty to 

Implement; 5. Implementation Record of Governmental Bodies and Impediments; 6. Implementation 

Framework and the Interconnectedness Approach; 7. National Parliament; 8. e National Executive; 

9. e Judiciary; 10. Ombudsman Commission; 11. Conclusion; Bibliography." 

 

SLOTTA, JAMES. 2023. Anarchy and the Art of Listening: The Politics and Pragmatics of Reception in 

Papua New Guinea. Ithaca: Cornell University Press. 223 pages. ISBN: 978-1501770012 (pb), 978-

1501770005 (hb) and 978-1501770036 (eb). Review: Oceania, 93(3), 2023: 401-403 (by R. 

Schram). 

 

"Anarchy and the Art of Listening is an ethnography of politics as it is practiced on the other side of 

the spoken word, in the act of listening. James Slotta explores how people in the Yopno Valley of 

Papua New Guinea cultivate their listening to exercise power, shape their futures, and sustain their 

communities in the face of ambitious leaders and powerful outside institutions. As in many parts of 

the global south, missionaries, NGO workers, educators, mining companies, politicians, 

development experts, and others have sought to transform life in and around the Yopno Valley. But 

as this book makes clear, people there have not been a passive and pliable audience for these efforts. 

They have brought their skills as 'anarchic listeners' to these encounters, advancing political agendas 

of their own. To understand political life in the Yopno Valley, we need to look not only at political 

speech but at the practices that lie on the other side of the word in the act of listening. This, Slotta 

suggests, is also true well beyond the bounds of the Yopno Valley. 

 

Contents: Acknowledgments; Note on Languages, Orthography, Maps, and Names; Introduction: 

The Politics and Pragmatics of Listening; 1. The Art of Anarchic Listening; 2. Self-Determination in 

a World of Uncertainty; 3. Anarchy, Power, and the Politics of Expertise; 4. Deception and the 

Dangers of Listening; 5. Listening at the Ends of the Earth; Epilogue: Listening to Listening, 

Ethnographically; Notes; References; Index." 

 

VAN RIJCKEVORSEL, MADELYN. 2023. Papua in Sight: Barriers and Beyond. ISBN: 978-90-

9037905-0. Private publication. Available from Evenaar Travel Books (https://www.evenaar.net/) 

and Madelyn van Rijckevorsel (https://www.linkedin.com/in/madelyn-van-rijckevorsel-1aa34516/).  

 

https://www.evenaar.net/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/madelyn-van-rijckevorsel-1aa34516/
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"Since 2010, I've been traveling through and researching maternal and child care in West Papua, 

Indonesia. My public health focus included attention for not only the biomedical aspect of health, but 

also the system, politics, economics and culture, especially of the indigenous and (trans)migrant 

populations. I didn't plan on writing a book. Four travels later, after a total 25 weeks in the region, 

my experiences over the years plus concern about increasing conflicts in the region, from 2018 on, 

led me to step up research via media and relevant reports. I wrote an essay to raise awareness about 

the human rights abuses, the current underreported situation and its background, especially since 

hardly any foreign journalists are allowed in that part of Indonesia. An example is the hostage taking 

of the pilot, a New Zealand national, which has been going on for a year now and which has hardly 

been reported in the press. My personal project has resulted in a compact book, with references and 

photographs." 

 

WIDMER, ALEXANDRA. 2023 (January). Moral Figures: Making Reproduction Public in Vanuatu. 

Toronto: University of Toronto Press. 262 pages. ISBN: 978-1487543211 (pb), 978-1487543204 

(hc), 978-1487543228 (epub) and 978-1487543235 (pdf).  

 

"In the early twentieth century, people in the southwestern Pacific nation of Vanuatu experienced 

rapid population decline, while in the early twenty-first century, they experienced rapid population 

growth. From colonial governance to postcolonial sovereignty, Moral Figures shows that despite 

attempts to govern population size and birth, reproduction in Vanuatu continues to exceed 

bureaucratic economization through Ni-Vanuatu insistence on Indigenous relationalities. Through 

Alexandra Widmer's examination of how reproduction is made public, she demonstrates how 

population sciences have a naturalized focus on women's fertility and privileged issues of wage 

labour over women's land access, as well as broader social relations of reproduction. Widmer draws 

on oral histories with retired village midwives and massage healers on the changes to care for 

pregnancy and birth, as well as ethnographic research in a village outside the capital of Port Vila. 

Locating the Pacific Islands in global histories of demographic science and the medicalization of 

birth, the book presents archival material in a way that emphasizes bureaucratic practices in how 

colonial documents attempted to render Indigenous relationalities of reproduction governable. While 

demographic imaginaries and biomedical practices increasingly frame fertility control as an 

investment in the reproductive health of individual bodies, the Ni-Vanuatu worlds presented in 

Moral Figures show that relationships between people, land, knowledge, kin, and care make 

reproduction a distributed and assisted process. 

 

Contents: List of Illustrations; Map of the Pacific Ocean and Vanuatu; Map of South Efate; Map of 

Port Vila; Acknowledgments; Preface; Introduction; 1. 'The Shortage of Women Is the Cause of 

These Courts': Imbalanced Sex Ratios, Native Courts, and Marriage Disputes Made Public, 1910-

1950; 2. 'The Nurses Looked Out for Us!' Hospital Births, Relational Infrastructures, and Public 

Concerns, 1950-1970; 3. 'It Will Help Planning for the Future': Making Men's and Women's 

'Subsistence' Public Knowledge in the First Census, 1966-1967; 4. 'I Just Wanted to Be Invisible': 

'Young Mothers' from Global Discourse to Village Experience, 2010-2020; 5. 'Well-Being for 

Melanesia': Alternative Indicators, Massage Healers, and Reciprocal Relationships, 2010-2020; 

Epilogue: Relations of Reproduction and Survival in the Anthropocene; Appendix 1: Population 

Size from 1850 to 2020; Appendix 2: Overview of Biomedical Health Services in Vanuatu in 1954; 

Works Cited." 

 

POLYNESIA 

 

ALIAGA, JOSÉ MIGUEL RAMIREZ, SALINAS, JULIO HOTUS & RAPAHANGO, BETTY HAOA. 

2021. El Manuscrito de Pua Arahoa. Viña del Mar: Rapanui Press. 316 pages. Review: Waka 

Kuaka: The Journal of the Polynesian Society, 132(4), 2023: 511-513 (by A. Davletshin).  

 

"When Thor Heyerdahl was on Rapa Nui in 1955-56 he inquired about Rongorongo, and was 

fortunate enough to receive as a gift a manuscript that contained lines of Rongorongo characters with 

Rapanui translations and also a few traditional chants. This manuscript was written by the Rapanui 

elders, who tried to put together and preserve the old knowledge. This manuscript is today in the 

Thor Heyerdahl Archives at the Kon-Tiki Museum. During his stay on the island, Thor Heyerdahl 

also saw, acquired, or was allowed to photograph several pages from other manuscripts. Yet the 

largest manuscript [about the oral history of the settlement on the island known by the Rapa Nui 
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elder Pua Arahoa and written down by him in the Rapanui language], unknown at that moment to 

Heyerdahl, was later brought to mainland Chile where it came into the possession of Max Pulema 

Bunster. You may read more about this in a paper by Reidar Solsvik entitled 'Correspondence 

between Thor Heyerdahl and Max Puelma Bunster Concerning Rapanui Manuscript E' published in 

Rapa Nui Journal, 30(2), in October 2016. Thor Heyerdahl attempted unsuccessfully to persuade 

Bunster to publish his manuscript together with the others, documented by the Norwegian 

Archaeological Expedition, in company of the papers on the recent Rongorongo research in the early 

1960s in his Reports of the Norwegian Archaeological Expedition to Easter Island and the East 

Pacific, Volume 2: Miscellaneous Papers (1965). An almost complete photographic set of the lost 

manuscript was rediscovered a few years ago. Thanks to the hard work of José Miguel Ramirez 

Aliaga, Julio Hotus Salinas, and Betty Haoa Rapahango, the full manuscript is published with [a 

Spanish translation and] commentaries in El Manuscrito de Pua Arahoa, by Rapa Nui Press, 2021." 

 

EVANS, JEFF. 2023. Ngatokimatawhaorua: The Biography of a Waka [War Canoe]. Auckland: Massey 

University Press. 264 pages. ISBN: 978-1991151193 (hc). Review: Waka Kauaka: The Journal of 

the Polynesian Society, 132(4), 2023: 514-517 (by D. Keenan). 

 

"This is the biography of the mighty ceremonial waka taua Ngatokimatawhaorua that rests on the 

Treaty Grounds at Waitangi. The inspiration for its construction came from Te Puea Herangi. In the 

late 1930s the Waikato leader held a dream to build seven waka taua for the 1940 centennial 

commemorations at Waitangi. By 1937 two waka had been commissioned. Carved in Northland 

under the guidance of Pita Heperi (Te Tai Tokerau) and Piri Poutapu (Waikato), 

Ngatokimatawhaorua was one of them. But it was to be many decades before the true power of the 

waka to inspire a people was realised. In 1974 Ngatokimatawhaorua was refurbished by the late Sir 

Heke-nuku-mai-nga-iwi 'Hec' Busby for relaunching during Waitangi Day ceremonies. It was then 

that Te Puea's dream turned into reality. By 1990, The Year of the Waka, 22 waka and their 2000 

crew gathered at Waitangi. Ngatokimatawhaorua and others became symbols of Maori unity and 

pride and an important part of the renaissance of the traditions of carving and voyaging around 

Aotearoa and beyond. 

 

Contents: Intro; Foreword; Introduction; 1. Puketi, a forest of giants; 2. Ancestral links; 3. Tradition 

and ceremony; 4. Reviving lost skills; 5. A nation prepares; 6. Reflection and hope: Waitangi Day 

1940; 7. An icon is relaunched; 8. Dissent and protest; b. The Year of the Waka 1990; B. Lessons 

given, lessons learnt; 11. Tent City; Appendices; Glossary; Notes; Further reading; 

Acknowledgements; About the author." 

 

MACKINTOSH, LUCY. 2021. Shifting Grounds: Deep Histories of Tamaki Makaurau Auckland. 

Wellington: Bridget Williams Books. 300 pages. ISBN 978-1988587332 (hb). Review: Waka 

Kuaka: The Journal of the Polynesian Society, 132(4), 2023: 523-525 (by H. Thorpe). 

 

In a city that has forgotten and erased much of its history, there are still places where traces of the 

past can be found. Deep histories, both natural and human, have been woven together over hundreds 

of years in places across Tamaki Makaurau / Auckland, forming potent sites of national significance. 

This stunning book unearths these histories in three iconic landscapes: Pukekawa / Auckland 

Domain, Maungakiekie / One Tree Hill and the Otuataua Stonefields at Ihumatao. Spanning the 

length of human occupation at these sites, Shifting Grounds offers rich, kaleidoscopic perspectives 

on particular moments at each, exploring how their histories have evolved over time. Approaching 

landscapes as an archive, it delves deeply into specific places and examines the broader questions 

that arise from them. Places such as the early Maori gardens of the Otuataua Stonefields, Te 

Wherowhero's cottage in the Auckland Domain, the Ihumatao mission station, John Logan 

Campbell's olive grove, Chinese market gardens in the Domain and sites of remembrance on 

Maungakiekie allow us to understand histories that have not made it into our history books or 

memorials, but which still resonate through Auckland and beyond. Lucy Mackintosh's richly 

illustrated book provides a rare historical assessment of Tamaki Makaurau / Auckland's past, with 

findings and stories that deepen understanding of New Zealand history. 

 

Contents: Hei timatanga; Introduction: Laying the groundwork; 1. Te Ihu o Mataaho: Ihumatao and 

the Otuataua Stonefields, c.1350-1840; 2. 'A Strange Sight': Te Wherowhero's cottage and 

Pukekawa/Auckland Domain, 1840-1860; 3. 'The Crooked Place': The Ihumatao Mission Station and 
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the Otuataua Stonefields, c.1846-1866; 4. 'Matters of Moment': The olive grove and Maungakiekie, 

1878-1901; 5. 'The Ideal Home': The Ah Chee market gardens and Pukekawa/Auckland Domain, 

1882-1920; 6. 'If You Need a Monument, Look Around You': The obelisk and Maungakiekie, 1907-

1940; Conclusion: Landing up in Auckland. Glossary; Notes; Index; Editorial note; Nga Mihi 

/Acknowledgements; About the author." 

 

MAURIZIO, ALÌ. 2023. Autochtonie et question éducative dans les Outre-mer: Une enquête comparative 

en Guyane et en Polynésie française. Pointe-à-Pitre: Presse Universitaire des Antilles. 210 pages. 

ISBN: 979-10-95177-47-0 (pb). Review: Le Journal de la Société des Océanistes, (2/157), 2023: (by 

S. Ferriere). 

 

"How is education organized within the indigenous communities of French overseas territories? Is it 

compatible with republican schooling? What public policies can be considered to guarantee the 

inclusion of native peoples in the national education system? This work aims to answer these very 

topical questions by presenting an anthropological analysis of education among two native peoples: 

the Wayana-Apalaï, in the Amazonian sector of Guyana, and the Enata, in the Marquesas 

archipelago, in French Polynesia. Based on data collected through long-term ethnographic work, the 

author presents here a systematic analysis of educational activity in the domestic environment in the 

two communities: parenting, interactions between peers, the role of the extended family, attitudes 

towards school. This comparison shows that, mutatis mutandis, the educational strategies of the said 

natives of the Republic have been shaped by the constraints specific to postcolonial dynamics and 

the imperatives imposed by the market economy, amplified by distance from decision-making 

centers and geographical isolation. These communities with a strong cultural identity are still trying 

today to adapt to a school system which remains, by its overseas character, peripheral and 

marginalized, undermined by failing infrastructures and by centralist (and ethnocentric) logics." 

 

OSORIO, JAMAICA HEOLIMELEIKALANI. 2021. Remembering Our Intimacies: Mo'olelo, Aloha 

'Aina, and Ea [History, Patriotism, Air]. Minneapolis: University Press of Minnesota. 232 pages. 

ISBN: 978-1-5179-1030-3 (pb) and 978-1-5179-1029-7 (cl). 

 

"Hawaiian aloha 'aina is often described in Western political terms - nationalism, nationhood, even 

patriotism. In Remembering Our Intimacies, Jamaica Heolimeleikalani Osorio centers in on the 

personal and embodied articulations of aloha 'aina to detangle it from the effects of colonialism and 

occupation. Working at the intersections of Hawaiian knowledge, Indigenous queer theory, and 

Indigenous feminisms, Remembering Our Intimacies seeks to recuperate Native Hawaiian concepts 

and ethics around relationality, desire, and belonging firmly grounded in the land, memory, and the 

body of Native Hawai'i. Remembering Our Intimacies argues for the methodology of (re)membering 

Indigenous forms of intimacies. It does so through the metaphor of a 'upena - a net of intimacies that 

incorporates the variety of relationships that exist for Kanaka Maoli. It uses a close reading of the 

mo'olelo (history and literature) of Hi'iakaikapoliopele to provide context and interpretation of 

Hawaiian intimacy and desire by describing its significance in Kanaka Maoli epistemology and why 

this matters profoundly for Hawaiian (and other Indigenous) futures. Offering a new approach to 

understanding one of Native Hawaiians' most significant values, Remembering Our Intimacies 

reveals the relationships between the policing of Indigenous bodies, intimacies, and desires; the 

disembodiment of Indigenous modes of governance; and the ongoing and ensuing displacement of 

Indigenous people. 

  

Contents: He Mele no Hopoe: A Dedication; Na Mahalo: Acknowledgements; A Note about 

Language Use; 'Olelo Mua: Beginning to (Re)member; Gathering Our Stories of Belonging: 1. 

Aloha 'Aina as Pilina; 2. Hawaiian Archives, Abundance, and the Problem of Translation; For My 

Favorite Spring, 'Puna' Leonetta Keolaokalani Kinard: 3. The Ea of Pilina and 'Aina; 4. 'Aina, the 

Aho of our 'Upena; Kaimana: A Dismembered Home: 5. Kama'aina: Pilina and Kuleana in a Time of 

Removal; Rise Like a Mighty Wave: 6. Ku Kia'i Mauna: How Kapu and Kanawai Are Overthrowing 

Law and Order in Hawai'i ; 'Olelo Pina'i: Epilogue; Notes; Bibliography; Index." 

 

SALAÜN, MARIE & VERNAUDON, JACQUES. 2023. Amo i te utu'a / Porter sa peine: La prison en 

Polynésie française. Pirae: Au Vent des Îles. 216 pages. ISBN: 978-2-36734-517-8 (pb). In French. 
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"A reflection on the prison environment and deprivation of liberty, which goes beyond the Tahitian 

example. While no academic work had been published until then on the subject, Marie Salaün and 

Jacques Vernaudon looked at the prison in Tahiti by carrying out a field study in the two main 

establishments on the island: Tatutu-Papeari and Nuutania. They met three types of public: 

supervisors and integration and probation counselors, prisoners, and their loved ones. Ultimately, 

this study tells us as much about the prison itself as about Polynesian society today." 

 

 

3. RECENT PUBLICATIONS 

 

[Mistakes occasionally occur in this section. We are happy to receive corrections that will be noted in our 

online database.] 

 

GENERAL / ARTICLES & BOOK SECTIONS 

 

AKBAR, H. G., GALLEGOS, D., TE KANI, W., ANDERSON, D., & WINDSOR, C. (2023). Towards 

Collective Community Education: Pasifika Diabetes Health Forums in Southeast Queensland, 

Australia. AlterNative: An International Journal of Indigenous Peoples, 19(4), 933-944. 

 

ALLEN, H., IRWIN, G., KENNEDY, J., & SUMMERHAYES, G. R. (2023). Memories of Jack Golson (13 

Sept. 1926 - 2 Sept. 2023). Waka Kuaka: The Journal of the Polynesian Society, 132(4), 387-396. 

 

DAVLETSHIN, A. (2023). Possible Clues to the East Polynesian Homeland: Paper Mulberry, Sweet Potato 

and Red-flowered Hibiscus. Waka Kuaka: The Journal of the Polynesian Society, 132(4), 431-462. 

 

DEWES, O., WILLIAMS, K., & NAISALI, S. (2023). Talanoa Digital Storytelling as a Culturally 

Appropriate Method in Palliative Care Health Research: An Evaluation of the Narratives of Pacific 

Families Caring for Older Loved Ones at End of Life. Pacific Studies, 16(1), 103-121. Special issue: 

Growing Old in the Pacific, edited by M. Muru-Lanning and H. Lapsley. 

 

DUONG-PEDICA, A. (2023). Une "presque-blanchité" fabriquée: La racialisation coloniale des 

polynesiennes, entretien avec Maile Arvin - Propos recueillis et présentés par Anaïs Duong-Pedica. 

Le Journal de la Société des Océanistes(2/157), 267-274. Section: Chroniques de l'actualité 

scientifique et culturelle: Dialogues et débats. 

 

FLINN, J. (2023). From Atoll to Mainland: Aging Micronesians in the Context of Migration. Pacific Studies, 

16(1), 45-60. Special issue: Growing Old in the Pacific, edited by M. Muru-Lanning and H. Lapsley. 

 

FREEMAN, C., NIUSULU, A. L., ERGLER, C., SCHAAF, M., TAUA'A, T. S., & TANIELU, H. (2023). 

Pacific Island Children: The Use of Maps in Helping Better Understand Children's Lives. Asia 

Pacific Viewpoint, 64(3), 390-407. 

 

HOWARD, A. (2023). Aging and Well-being on Rotuma in Historical Perspective. Pacific Studies, 16(1), 

11-44. Special issue: Growing Old in the Pacific, edited by M. Muru-Lanning and H. Lapsley. 

 

KAPELI, S. A. (2023). Pasifika Perceptions of Pacific Men and Women and Their Interrelationship with 

Mental Health in Aotearoa. Waka Kuaka: The Journal of the Polynesian Society, 132(4), 463-494. 

 

KONSTANTINOS, K. (2023). The Indigenous Sublime: Rethinking Orientalism and Desire from 

Documenta 14 to Highland Crete. Current Anthropology, 64(6), 640-657. Comments: Current 

Anthropology, 64(6), 2023: 657-658 (by Heath Cabot); 658-659 (by M. Herzfeld); 659-660 (by H. 

Morphy); 660-661 (by T.A. Rosen); 661-662 (by R. Schacter); 662-663 (by A. Shryock); Repply: 

664-666 (by K. Kalantzis); References Cited: 666-669. 

 

MARINACCIO, J. (2024). Oc]eanic Diplomacy and Foreign-policy Making in Tuvalu: A Values-based 

Approach. Third World Quarterly, 45(3), 548-566. Including a review of Te Sikulagi [The Horizon]: 

Tuvalu Foreign Policy 2020, by Ministry of Justice, Communication and Foreign Affairs, 

Government of Tuvalu, at: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HOO7eM49iYNtnFJUH8IPB6bSamFrWEZG/view.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HOO7eM49iYNtnFJUH8IPB6bSamFrWEZG/view
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MILLER, I., ROBINSON, O., & DALLEY, C. (2023). Engaging Communities in Archives and Museums. In 

C. Dalley & A. Barnwell (Eds.), Memory in Place: Locating Colonial Histories and 

Commemoration (pp. 199-217). Canberra: ANU Press. Retrieved 17 January 2024 from: 

http://doi.org/10.22459/MP.2023.  

 

MURU-LANNING, M., & LAPSLEY, H. (2023). Introduction. Pacific Studies, 16(1), 1-10. Special issue: 

Growing Old in the Pacific, edited by M. Muru-Lanning and H. Lapsley. 

 

PALMIERI, S., HOWARD, E., & BAKER, K. (2023). Reframing Suffrage Narratives: Pacific Women, 

Political Voice, and Collective Empowerment. The Journal of Pacific History, 58(4), 392-411. 

 

PEATMAN, T., ALLAIN, V., BELL, L., MULLER, B., PANIZZA, A., PHILLIPS, N. B., et al. (2023). 

Estimating Trends and Magnitudes of Bycatch in the Tuna Fisheries of the Western and Central 

Pacific Ocean. Fish and Fisheries, 24(5), 812-828. 

 

QUANCHI, M. (2023). Voyages: Stories of an Ocean People. The Journal of Pacific History, 58(4), 467-

471. Review of the permanent exhibition: Voyages: Stories of an Ocean People (Suva: Fiji 

Museum). 

 

SAND, C. (2023). In memoriam Jack Golson (1926-2023). Le Journal de la Société des Océanistes(2/157), 

313-316. Section: École et vivre ensemble: Chroniques de l'actualité scientifique et culturelle: In 

Memoriam 

 

STRANG, V. (2023). Living Kindness: Re-imagining Kinship for a More Humane Future. Critique of 

Anthropology, 43(4), 476-494. 

 

TALATINI, F. A. (2023). In memoriam Mikaele Tui (1956-2023). Le Journal de la Société des 

Océanistes(2/157), 317-320. Section: École et vivre ensemble: Chroniques de l'actualité scientifique 

et culturelle: In Memoriam. 

 

VEYS, F. W. (2023). Special Section on Pacific Arts Association - Europe's Annual Meeting: "Gendered 
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