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\\\)men\ Rcscatl hat the I '111\'t'r~tl\' ,)lllaw.ut ,11 M.IIIO<l 

Suggestions for further reading 

Akxanckr,.Jolm. ( uthmnr tilt' (,rear l1(e oncll egenrJ Oxft,rd t 1ntvcrstl)' Press, 
ll)l-\!). 

Pe Madamt;<a. Isabel. Cnrl!enne thP (,rf'nl A \lirJTI 1-/rswrv. Yale Pn1vers1ty Press, 
I ')~JO. 

(alhcnnc II, Tile Mt,rnorrs o(Cothertnl:' thP (,reor !:d. Domintque Maro~er. New 
Yllrk: l\1at null;w, I 'l!l5. 

And Forthcommg: 

Dawson. Rttlh. "Catherine the t_;rcat: Playwn~ht of the Anh-Occult." Thalia's 
f1oughters- Germon Women Dramatists from the I Rrh C.enrury to the Present, ed. 
~ tt .san Ct'!Cnlts, and rerrel Rose 111 collahorati0n wtth Karin Obermeier. Tubmgen: 
I ranckc/Narr Verla;?,. 1 ~)96. 

l1'Mallcy, Lurana. "Masks of the Empress: Masks of the Empress: Cathenne the 
Creal's Polyph0ny of Personae and ller Play L1h. These TimeS!. Comparotrve 
Drama, Sprm~ I ~)97. 

--- . 'The l\1onarch and the Mysltc: Cathennc the Great's Strategy of 
Audtence F:nli~htcnmcnl tn 77Ic S1bc.'n1n Slwm:m." SlaviC and East European 
Journal, 4 1.2 (SulllHICr I 997). 

---.Two ComPdrcs by Catherrnf' 1he Grror. [mpress o(Russ1o. Oh 7hese 
T11ne~' and /he ~rlwnon Shaman, tramlalcd and wtth cnltcal introduclton by 
Lurana O'Malley London: Russ1an Theatre An. htvc, Cordon and 
Rreach/llai'WOOd Acadcnuc Publisher~. 1997. 

For an international e-mail discussion of Cat he nne II, JOin the t:katcnna -L 
dt~cussion sponsored by Professors Dawson and O'Malley; send an cmatl message 
Ill the add res~ L '1 C,E:RV0•HAWAII EDU (0111all1111;?, llus one line: SUBSCRIBF 
EKAHRINA l ~n ;r rwne •. 

A Reception will follow the reading. 
You are all invited to stay, partake, talk, and enjoy. 



" Kate the Great" (1934) ..... Cole Porter 
:>mger Stcpha111e l tmc hmg 

Catherine II as narrator ..... Lurana Donnels O'Malley and Ruth 
Dawson 

Cathenne Eden Lee Murray 

Great Catherine: a Thumbnail Sketch of Russian Court Life in the XV/ll 
Century (whom Glory still adorel) (1913) .. . .. George Beroard Shaw 

Shaw Davtd Farmer 
Cuthenne Elizabeth Wtchmann-Walczak 

Edstaston Davtd farmer 

Interlude (1968) ..... Nikolai Erdman, trans. John Freedman 

Lathenne Stephame Conchmg 
Khrapovitsky Davtd fanner 

Behind the Mirror (1994) ... . . Elena Gremina, trans. Melissa T. Smith 
Mutushka (Cathennc) Eden- Lee Murray 

Countess Bmce Elizabeth Wichmann- Walczak 
Sashenka Robb Bonnell 

Oh, These Times! (1772) ..... Catherine II of Russia, trans. Lurana 
Donnels O' Malley 

English-Language World Premtere 
Mrs. Marvel Ehzabeth Wichmann-Walczak 

Milksop Robb Bonnell 
Notshallow Davtd famter 

Mavra Stephame Conclung 
Khnstma Elizabeth Wtchmann-Walczak 
Mrs. Sanctimontous f.dcn Lee Murray 

The Siberian Shama11 (1785) . ... . Catherine II of Russia, trans. Lurana 
Donnels O ' Malley 

£ngltsh-Language World Premtere 
Stage duccltons Elizabeth Wtclunaun -Walczak 

Bobnt Davtd Fanner 
First St. l'etersburger .Stcphame Conchmg 

Second St. Pctcrsburger UtLabcthWtchmann- Walczak 
Amban !.at, the Shama11 Robb Bonnell 

Butler David l"anuer 
rrdesta Stephanie Conclung 
IV<IIl l'ernatov l:obb Bonnell 

Off-Broadway as both actrc~s and dtrcctor ami for a year was a member of the 
rohsh Mtme Company. Wlule CL)mplelln~ her MIA 111 Actin~ .uul Ouec;ltng, she 
had the privilege of studymg wtth and pcrfotmmg under the dtrectionof Ymg 
Reo Chung and pertornung pnnL tpal role~ 111 the fu·st Amenc.ut p roduclton of 
Nicholas Nu:kleby. In Hawau ~he has won Best Adrc~s Po'okclas for Amanda m 
OliT's Prwate L1ves and tor her portrayal of M.lAAtC m MVT's U.uu:ms ut 
Lughrws1.1. She ts currently playmz Amanda Wmficld, the mother, tn the ASATAD 
productton of Tennessee Wtlhams' The (;fll~s MctW._'Sc'ni:. 

Lura na Dannels O ' Ma lle y was recently promoted to Assocmtc Professor m the 
Department of Theatre and Dance. She teaches courses in Western theatre 
lustory, theatre research, <lltd dtrectmg. She rcceiwd her PH 0 m 1991 in 
Theatre Htstory and Cnhctsm I rom the Umver stty of Texas a t Austm, wtth a 
dtssertahon on early twenheth century Russtan verstons of commedta dell-arte 
and has published many articles and revtews of the contemporary theatre m 
Moscow. Dr. O'Ma lley is cu rrently a t work on a book about Cathenne's drama. 

Elizabeth Wichmann-Walczak is Professor of Theatre and Otrector of the 
Asian Titeatre Program 111 the University of Hawau at Manoa Department of 
Titeatre and Dance, where she recetved her Ph.D. As a graduate student, she 
frequently acted m Kabuk1 and other Kennedy Theatre producltons, and both 
acted and dtrected for Kumu K.thua. Whtle c.trrymg out the f1eld research for 
her doctoral d tssettalton, she became the ftrst non Chmcse to perform Beijing 
op.:ru m the People's Republic of China. Smcc that tune she has w ntte n a nd 
pubhshcd on the performance structure and acsthcttcs of Chmese theatre, and 
has translated a nd dtrected one modern and two c lass1cal BetJing operates a t the 
Umverstty of Hawait; at Chtnese mvttatton , both classtcal producltons were given 
extensrve performance tours of mamland Ch ma Dr. Wtchmann -Walczak is the 
f1rst honorary (and lirst non Clunese) member of the Chmese The;Hre Artists 
Association. 
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perform.mce At her requc~t, Voltam: pronu:.ed to wnte a play with 110 l0w utlcrcsl 
111 11 tor her "re~lmcnt ol Amazons." Althou~h he d1d 1wt wnte the play, lw d1d 
coHtn!Jute Vl,'l,Omu~ly tl1 Lttherinc's 1cputaiiOII JS an cnhghtened monan: h. 

Viazem skii, Alexander (1727-1793) 
A year atkr she l.tllll' 10 p0Wt' l, CHherme appomted tiH.S prevtously mumpotiant 
man to suppress n.: bcllious peasants ass1gned to factory labor 111 the Urals. When 
he was sun:cssful, she appomted hun to the most imporLtnt posihon 111 her 
government. Wtth the IItle of Procurator-General, he essent!ally headed the internal 
attaus of the empire, mtludmg JUStice and finance. When tt appeared that a court 
trymg ~Pugachev Ill Moscow rmght engage m public tortures (which contlicted 
with Catherine's carefully nurtured image in the west and perhaps also wrth her 
convictions), she sent Vtazemskir to conduct the trial and linut the numbers and 
kmds of pumshments of the msurgent.s. 

The above notes are mdebted to the sources 111 the reconuneuded readmg hst and 
to the program notes to a performance of Behind the M1rrordirected by Mehssa 
Smith at Youngstown State Umversity rn 1995. 

Who's Who of This Evening's Performers 
and Organizers 

Ro bb Bonnell , havrng had nearly all of hts credits rejected after transfemng to 
UHM from the mamland, ts m his fifth year at the University of Hawau as a senior 
majonng 111 Enghsh. He finds the Depat1ment of Theatre and Dance to be a refuge 
from the unsympathetic 1gnoranu found 111 many pos1tions of mfluence over lum. 

Ste pha nie Conc hing rs a graduate of UH Theatre and Dance and currently works 
wttlt the tntprov theatre troup "Loose Screws." When not performing she can be 
found 111 the cduLatton department at Hawati Opera Theatre. 

Ruth P . Da wson , Dirt:ctor ot the Women's StudJes Program at the Umversity of 
Hawaii at Mano<t, recetvcd her Ph.D. Ill Germamc Languages and Literature from 
the Umverstty of Mtchtgan.Her research concentrates on etghteenth-century 
Germany, mcluclmg the emergence of fermmst thought at that time an~ the texts 
and tnbulaltons of the period's women writers. ln the course of researchmg a book 
chapter about women dramatists of the e1ghteenth-century, she became mterested 
in the four plays that Catherme wrote m Russian but also had translated, performed, 
and published m German. In a mot'e contemporary mode, Professor Dawson IS also 
engaged w1th cross cultural femmism and with a colleague led a workshop last year 
at the NGO Forum of the Be1jing UN Fourth World Conference on Women. 

David Farme r ts currently playmg Tom in the ASATAD product1on of Glass 
Menagerie. He has appea1·cd as Clov in the Sol~nge and Associ~te's produ~tion of 
Endgame and in the Ernst Lab Theatre produchon of Le1111118. H1s recent dtrecllng 
credits include Uncle Vanyo for S&A, as well as 11nilk of a &arden and Medea for 
1\umu Kahua. Educated at Carnegie-Mellon University and the Ne1ghborhood 
Playhouse, Oav1d 1s a member of the Screen Actors Guild, Hawaii Chapter. 

Eden-l ee Murray, after graduattng cum laude from Harvard Umvers1ty, 
gamed her Actor's EqUJty card w1th the Mtssouri Repertory Titeatre, then worked 

Who's Who of Na mes in the Script 
--plus one murdered husband, one scholarly explorer, 

and two lovers unportant 1n Catherine's life. 

Sptlhngs follow the usage of Cathenne's btognpher John Aleundtr whtrt m1lablt. 
~ mtans this person is also in tht Who's Who hm. 

Catherin e II , Empress of R ussia {1729-1796) 
Re1gned 1762-1796. Born Soplue Auguste lnedenke von Anhalt -Zerbst, she was 
chosen as an aristocrahc p1Liun.· bndc for the future Russtan tsat, Pell!r lll, wtth 
whom she led for etghteen year~ a nuscrablc and often d1St.1ntmarnagc. During this 
humiliatutg period, she turned to books for cducat1on and several lovers for 
entertamment. As her dull-witted (and unfaithful) husband's prospects for assunwtg 
the throne increased, so d1d the possibility that he would dtvorce her. Soon after he 
came to power, she overthrew lmu and was able to consohdate her hold on the 
throne when he was murdaed. Cathcr1ne was an 1ntdltgent and energehc ruler 
who obtamed the cooperalton of the <ll'IStocracy Ill her· reform of the provtces 
(1775) and the Charter to the Nobtltty ( 1785). Wlule she mainly avmded 
conducting war with her European neighbors, she succeeded in seiz1ng vast lands 
trotn the pattrttons of Poland and conquest of the Cnmea. She sponsored the 
geographic and ellmograph1c domesltcalton of the multiethmc Russtan Emptre, 
atded by scholars such as ~Pall<ls. She encouraged learnmg and the arts, and was 
herself a prolific wntcr 111 Russtan, French, and, 111 short passages, German-of 
government documents, personal correspondence, and about two dozen plays and 
operas. Ott November 6 (by the Old Styk calendar), 1796, she died from a stroke, 
attended by Dr. ~Robertson. for the history of an apoctyphal verston of the cause 
of death, one that mtltcts scurrrlous misogynist punishment on Cathenne as a 
woman for her accomphshments, sec John Alex.tndcr's btogr.tphy 111 the hst ol 
recommended reading, pp. 332-335. 

Bruce, Praskov 'ia, nee Rumia ntseva (1729-86) 
As the daughter of Cathenne's ftrst lady-m watllng when she arnved m Russia, and 
exactly the same age as the German princess, Pr;tskov'ia beC<lmt: one of Cathen nc's 
longest lasting friends. She sometunes appeared 111 the plays produced at court by 
amateur performers- -other productions of course used professional actors. When 
the mature empress began a senes of <tffa1rs w1th young men, Praskov'1a, now 
Countess Bruce, "supposedly sctved as Cathenne's t!J.>rouveuse' or tester of male 
capactty, \:ompeting with 9>Potcmkm to control the succession of favontes" 
(Alexander 215). Cathennc, who wrote scveral1ncompletc memotrs, dcd1cated one 
verston to the Countess. 

Dlde ro t , De nis (1713-1784) 

Man of letters, philosopher, and dud edttor ot the mull• volumed dtgest ol 
enlightenment knowled&e that Cathenne devoured 111 her pro;~ram of sell 
cducat1on, the J,iu:yclu]Xdle. In t 77 '3, the yeat ;tftet h1s work 011 the Lilcyt.:lvpr:du: 



w.t'> lnmheci, Dtden't accepted Catheruw·~ 111\'ltation to VISit het:.lll Samt Pctersbu~. 
will'll' hl' \tayt·d tiw 11ve months, accompa111l'd by Baron {)Gnnm• 

Elizabeth, Empress (1709-1761 ) 
Re1zncd 1740-Gt Daughter of· OPetcr the l.re.tt and -=Dl.athennc I, she assumed the 
throne by 1mpmon1ng a male tsar who was still a ch1ld. She bu11t the extravagant 
W1ntcr Palace 111 St Petersburg, to wh1ch Cathenne's Hernutage became an 
extciiSIOn. To many her nephew. the he1r apparent, LOf'eter Ill, Eh7..abeth selected 
Cathennc. 

Grimm, Friedrich Melchior, Baron (1723-1807) 
As a German hvmg tn Pans and devoted to everything french, Grmtm produced a 
newsletter about rrench culture for the nob1hty of all Europe. He met Cathertne 
wlule accompanymg -=D01derot to St. Petersburg: Tite hfelong fr1e!'dship of the 
Empress and the connoisseur IS preserved tn the1r frequent and fnendly letters. 
When Catherme discovered that her conespondence w1th "'{)Voltaire had been 
published (after Ius death --and w1thout her permissiOn), she wrote to Grimm aslo~g 
hun e1thcr to burn her letters to hun or to ensure that they would remam 
undiscovered for a century. 

Khrapovitskii , Alexander Vasilyevich (1749-1801) 
Her secrt•tary and sometunc conf1dant kept a close record of h1s days w1th the 
emprc.~~- lie wrote a com1c opera with her in 1789 that was f1rst staged at the 
llcrnuta~e The(!!Cr. 

Lanskoi, Alexander Omitrievich, "Sashin' ka" (1758-1784) 
Cathennc 's "favonte" from 177fl until Ius sudden death 111 J une 1784. Wl1cn they 
met, he was a twenty three -year-old officer of the horse guards and Catherine was 
the f1fly year-old empress. When Sashm'ka d1ed, perhaps of dipthena, C~thenne 
suffered a severe depreSSion, wh1ch was allev1ated, she later sa1d, by rcadmg and 
wntntg 

Orlov, Grigorii (1734 -1 783) 
M1hla1)' officer and Cathennc's lover from about 1760 to about 1772. He and a 
brother helped her plan and conduct the coup agamst -=D~eter Ill and orgamzed 
Peter's murder. Whe11 Cathenne let 11 be known that she 1mght cons1dcr marrymg 
Orlov, she found out how pcnlous remarnage would be to her, unleashing plots to 
depose her in favor of her son and perhaps dangerously rousmg her husband's 
amb11tons for status 

Pallas, Peter Simon (1741 -1811) 
i\~ .1 youn." German schol.tr he was app1."~inted rrofcssor of Natural H1story 

m St. Petersburg Ill 17G7. The next year he set off on a six year expedttlon along the 
Volva throuQii tlw Urals and <ll ross S1l-ena to the Cluncsc border, chartmg the 

c.") 1 0 ' . 

lands and pcopk., l)f the empire. I Its account of his observations formed the basts 
for Russwn aHihn'lll)k';l.Y and n1av h<lvc bnn a source lor Cathennc's dep1c1ton of 
the "Stbc:nan" sh.unan 111 her ploly 

Peter I, the Great (1672-1725) 
Ruled t689-1725, modernizmg Russia and westernizmg some of it. I lis second w1fc, 
who ruled after hun unhl her death (1725 27), was Cathenne I, wh1ch IS why ours 
tomght IS II. 

Peter Ill (17 -62) 
TI1e not so great husband who ruled for six months m 1762 and whom Catherine's 
supporters murdered to put her safely on the throne. He probably fathered Paul I, 
Catherme's eldest son. The boy's b1rth meant that Catherme, as the he1r apparent's 
wife, had fulfilled her pnncipal duty of producmg a future tsar, but a lso that once 
the child came of age d issidents could try to use him to replace her. She disliked and 
distrusted Paul. When he fi nally got the throne two hundred years ago today, he 
prohibited women from holdtng it in the future in Russ1a. 

Potemkin, Grigorii (1739-91) 
The "Prmce" referred to in Behmd tile Mirror, he was an mtelligent and amb1tious 
officaal from the mmor nobihty who became a war hero, then, for about two years, 
Cathenne's lover, and finally an important munster m her cabmet. An able 
admimstrator, extravagant, generous, and very unpredictable. Ch1ef architect of 
many projects and illusions, including the legendary "Potemk.in villages" that 
adomed Catherine's official tours of her emp1re. 

Pugachev, Emel 'ian (1740/42-1775) 
A cossack from the Don and deserter from the army, of obscurely humble origms, 
Pugachev was sn 1lhtcrate but w1ly consp1rator who, playing on the da~erous 
gender politics that allowed a woman on the thr~me only !f no_ man was avrul_able, 
posed as Catherine's husband ..:>Peter Ill returnmg to claun h1s crown. Leadmg a 
horde of 20 000 he provoked fierce counterattacks from Cathenne's a rmy. 
Defeated m 1774 ~nd captured a month later, Pugachev was tried, convicted, and, 
Ill Moscow on 10 January 1775, beheaded. 

Rogerson, John Samuel (1741- ?) 
The Scottish doctor was Cathenne's physic1an from 1769 until her death. His 
treatments mcluded drops, purges, and, of course, bleeding, all common in the 
eightl!enth century. Wlule Cathenne endured the procedures, she had ltttle fa1th 111 

the1r efficacy and chose to lampoon doctors m several of her plays. She d1d, 
however, champion getting innoculated against smallpox. 

Voltaire (Fran~ois-Marie Arouet) (1694-1778) 
i\ bnlltant gemus of the Enlightenment, Volta1re suffered unpnsonmcnt, beatmgs, 
and cx1lc for his 1deas, while also thnvm~ as a man of busme~s. letters, and 
ph1losophy. He was sunultaneously rev1led and adnmcd by longs of France and 
rruss1a, whose feehnp.s he returned. When Cathenne, soon after assummg the 
throne, wrote a maJor treatise on refornung Russia m the Enlightenment sptnt, 
Vollalr<' became her ardent adn11rer and av1d correspondent. In 1772, the year in 
wh1ch she wrote Oh, 71re.se 7imc:s!, she reported to him on the school for girls she 
had cst.tbltshed 111 St. l'etcrsbur~ and the mstructton of the guts ltl theatncal 


