ALCOHOL AND CRIME

A Student-Faculty Group Project*

The Temperance Lea.gue of Hawaii madvertently precipitated this re-
search into the subject of ‘Alcohol and Crime,’”’ the results of which are
herein reported. It all started when a representative of the Temperance
League wrote up the following story of an interview with Oahu Prison offi-
cials for the organization’s publication.

BOOZE HIT AS CHIEF CAUSE OF CRIME BY LOCAL WARDEN!

‘“‘Eliminate liquor as causative factor in the cases of
men and women incarcerated in Oahu Prison, and the popula-
tion would drop to an appreciable extent,’”” Warden Joe C.
Harper said emphatically when asked recently concerning the
relationship of booze and crime in Hawaii.

William P, Mottz, Deputy Warden of the prison and Mr.
Harper’s assistant who was also present at the interview, nod-
ded his agreement.

‘“We have 645 inmates at present,”” Mr. Mottz said, “and
of these, approximately 130 are at Kulani Prison Camp on Ha-
waii, 60 on Maui, and the remainder here at Oahu Prison. An
undetermined percentage of these men and women are true
alcoholic personalities and the crimes they have committed
are either directly or indirectly the result of their alcoholism.
Another, and somewhat larger group, are here because of
crimes they have perpetrated under the influence of intoxi-
cants, or which were committed when their activators were
under the compulsion of obtaining money to buy liquor. To-
gether, roughly, these two groups represent 50 to 65 per cent
of the total prison population, so you can readily see that
alcohol plays a major role in the incidence of crime in the
community.”’

When questioned regarding the rehabilitation prospects
of prison inmates in general and those with an alcoholic back-
ground in particular, Warden Harper was emphatic in stating
that a primary concern should be to eliminate the use of al-
cohol from the men’s lives.

*Observations regarding the Association Between the Use of Alcohol
and Criminality Among 689 Inmates of the Oahu Prison System as of De-
cember, 1949,
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