Catalyzing

Research Success

Helping Students and Hamilton Library
Make the Most of SciFinder"

What is SciFinder" ?

SciFinder” 1s a powerful chemical compound
database from Chemical Abstract Service, a

division of the American Chemical Society. It

has unique features including:
« Chemical information extracted and
annotated by experts
- Retrosynthesis for creating synthesis
pathways
« Searching by chemical structure
« Chemistry-specific filtering

Cost of SciFinder"

SciFinder" costs approximately $150,000 to
$200,000 annually for institutions of

comparable sizes to the University of Hawaii

at Manoa (Brundy & Thornton, 2024).
Librarians in the Science and Technology
Department of Hamilton Library expressed
concern about the relatively low usage of the

database, especially given its substantial cost.

Barriers to Use

SciFinder” can present several challenges for
first-time users including;:
« Confusing account creation and login
process
- Unique searching interface
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Figure 1. Lowering the activation energy (effort)
of using SciFinder” with a catalyst (tutorial).

From Class Project

A four minute video tutorial on reference
searching using SciFinder” was created for the
class LIS 665 Digital Instruction.

The tutorial covered
Finding
References

database layout, and B
SciFinder"

account creation,

search filters unique

to SciFinder” in order
to decrease the effort needed to start using the
database (Figure 1).

To Library Implementation

e el The tutorial was added to
Research Skills in the

Natural Sciences and Introduction to Library

Humanities
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Web of Science Tutorial Sciences and Humanities, an
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Scifinder - Premier Chemistry graduate Students tO efflclently

Database

use Hamilton Library's

Databases Checkist resources, databases, and
. SETVICES.
Module 4 Quiz The tutorial adds to existing

SciFinder” promotion efforts
in Hamilton Library, including a detailed

LibGuide, workshops, and demonstrations of

the database 1n library instruction.
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