SOME REFLECTIONS

THE SOCIOLOGY OF HAWAII:

Steve Fenton

This article was originally prepared for the Keynote
Panel of the Third Annual Meeting of the Hawaii Socio-
logical Association, March 20, 1982, at the Ilikai
Hotel, Honolulu. Due to time limitations only a few
strands were presented on that occasion, and we are
pleased to publish the entire text here.

W —--The Editors

To the outsider looking in, Hawaii has often ¢
i presented itself as an opportunity for the classic
il case—study eof 'the 'mulEismacial seocicty.! There is f
nothing fundamentally wrong with this—Hawaii does I
constitute an important case-study if one starts from
the point of view of comparative race relations. But
there are a number of good reasons for re-thinking ]
i thi's ‘peimt of Wwicw. s MThe fiwst 1s Ehat it cncourages 1
B the fassumptien that 'mace! (or 'ethnicity') is the }
predeminant sEructural and culitural feature of ‘
Hawaiian society; to assume this is a mistake or at (
i least a mistaken emphasis. Sociologists resident in ]
f Hawaii, especially since the mid-1960s, have turned s
¥ their attention to all manner of social phenomena— I
the family, education, crime, medicine in Hawaii— (
quite apart from exercising the obvious choice not to 1
concentrate on Hawaii at all. Even where attention I
has been on Hawaii, ethnicity has often appeared as t
simply one variable in a multi-factorial analysis of (
the subject at hand.l No study of the law and crime _
in Hawaiil ‘could emit 'ethnicity! as a variable; i
equally such a study would probably not start from a 5
problematic issue originating in a theory of race re- (
lations. It may well be a comparative study—Ilet us e
say comparative criminology—but its roots are in the
problematic issues of criminology, not in the problem-
atic issues of Hawaiian society (as it is presumed
to be an ethnically structured society). This 'uni-
versalizing' tendency may have been an unthinking
decision of recent Hawaiian sociology; it may partly
reflect the mood engendered by the University's wish
neEt e be, @B o be scen as, a primarily Sleocal! in-
Sitistutaen. - i leonilye wilsh i to han i Ehats the time for ‘a
bit more reflection on this question may be here.







