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Animal crackers 
Pamuts, a parrot whose wolf 

whistles and cries of "Let's go Mets!" 
have delighted crowds at the Central 
Park Chilclren's Zoo, has been 
kidnapped. Also abducted were two 
parakeets, three rabbits and a boa 
constrictor. Peanuts' cageµiate, 
Lorita, "has been very depr:essed 
and hasn't said one word t' since the 
incident, said park supervisor John 
Adornetto. He said the snake was 
disagreeable and bites. "We don't 
know how tliey got him out." Or 
why .. . 

Nortlhfield, Ill .• can relax. It is safe 
from the clutches of· SQpeiman's 
archenemy, Lex Luthor. Police 
nabbed 2 burglary suspects. 
Scrawled oh the wall at the crime 
scene was "Lex Luthor strikes 
again." ... 

Eva Gabor is being sued by a 
woman who says she was attacked 
and bitten by a dog during a visit ta­
the actre ss' L.A. home. Gabor's 
publici st says Eva's two small dogs 
are "sweet and just want to rub up 
again st your leg." o o o 

Hype, hype., hooray 
The Super Bowl will end in a tie ' 

- bet-wi se. If the Patriots Win, Sen. 
Paul Simon, D-Ill., will give up his 
,,..__,==-- trademark bow tie for 

one day. If the Bears 
win, Sen. John Kerry, 
D-Mass., has to wear a 
bow tie. If Ker-ry loses 
the bet, he may have 
to borrow Simon's 
because he doesn't 
own one ... 

Chicago's Jim 
McMahon created a 
flap when he wore an 
Adidas headband in a 

Simon televised game. He 
gained approval for acupuncture 
treatments for his injured backside 

! onlJ after a hassle. And at practice 
he mooned a hovering copter. (See 
sports 11ection). Heact. or tails, the 
flip quarterback is a wtnner 
,ucbli l' itv.111d11P mAlda cr the hvn e 

... 
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Niihau is neither a pathetic throwback nor a 
shining example of native culture faith.fully 
preserved. It is what it is: a desperately dry 
tract of land where people, on principle, 
refuse to leap headlong into what politicians 
call Hawaii's preferred future. 

Niihau 
today 

The quiet island of Niihau hasn't shared m 
Hawaii' s rush into the future. 

The post-statehood building boom has had no 
effect. Thick volume s on infra structure develop­
ment. weighty conference s on planning _and 
foreca sts on life in the year 2000 have little 
meaning here. 

Niihau is not a museum of old Hawaii, either. 
It is not repr esentative of Hawaii before the 
European s came. It is not Hawaii of 50 y~ars 
ago, although it's close. 

Niihau is little of this and a Jittle of that, but 
quite unlike anything else. Unllk~ so., many 
places, it is a place that has chosen, to b~ differ­

. ent. 
'Jlhat's what makes it unique. And itl:i isolation 

makes it mysterious. ' 
The island has its back to the rest of Hawaii, 

both figuratively and physically. Niihau's four 
miles of cliffs and vacant eastern beachu face 
Kauai . 

No lights shine r~ lhl ll8l'k . coastline. on 
11lao'" •h,h•,11 !l'hN!a •,; QA fl'n1::J1mn~,1t-V PIPatnc~I 

Pibau Pt. 

jan 
. tenbruggencate 

) kaual bureau 

Jan TenBruggencate, Advertiser Kauai bu­
reau chief, visited Nllhau last month at the 
invitation of the Robinson family, owners of 
"The Forbidden Island." Here Is another of 
his reports on the tiny Island and Its place In 
modem Hawaii. 

Makaloa capes and cloaks and floor coverings 
were objects for royalty. But grazing animals 
repor.todly took a liking to the n\akaloa. and the 
11upply dwindled . 

Niihau's people no longer make the gooda that 
O=t\JP U~A na,.a ti11 J..,,..J_ f ,. ' t 
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ties of sugar cane for personal consumption in 
pre-Europ ean times, and pineapple was grown 
commer cially in the 1850s. But there 's never 
been enough water on Niihau for agn cull!ure on 
any large scale. 

During wet wmter months. there 's a mis­
leadin g green patina on the land' s 

surface . Grasses sprout and the feather y leaves 
of the kiawe suggest a wetter climate than is 

,. fact. On the mountainsides are huge stand s of 
green wiliwili. But wiliwili (Erythrina sandwi­
censis) and kiawe (Prosopis pallida) are trees of 
the desert. They survive wher e few crop plants 
can. 

'llhe island is covered with thick stands of t 
drought-resistant haole koa (Leucaena glauca), 1 
but infestations of a sucking insect called a psil-
lid a.re killing -it off. . ; 

Thnt creates in interesting scenic situation. 
Wtth the haole koa dls

1
appeartng , . the island's 

r eatures are no lon er buffeted b.,I the low c o-
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sports section). Heads or tails, the 
flip quarterback is a winner 
publicity-wise, making the hype 
almost bearable . . . 

"The Super Bowl Shuffle," the 
Bears' unofficial theme song, was 
written in Nashvile by "Mellow~' 
Mel Owens, Lloyd Bany and Bobby 
Daniels (Kenny Rogers' drummer). 
It began as "The Kingfish Shuffle," 
then words were altered, Bem:s were 
added and a hit emerged D D D 

Bulls & bares & cows 
Burger King unveiled its elusive 

Herb in N.Y. yesterday and fed him 
his first Whopper. Of course, he 
loved it. However, the Farm R~form 
Movement declared in a N.Y. Times 
ad it had located a vegetarian named 
Herb who won't eat meat because he 
cares about the mistreated cattle. 
"What's one man's poison is 
another's meat," it was written in 
1647 ... 

Defying threats of expulsion and 
the weather, 100 naked students of 
both sexes ran in Purdue's nude 
Olympics. They participated in a 
marathon jog in the enclosed Cary 
Quadrangle dormitory area as 2,000 
cheered . Campus officials took 
picture s. To identify the culprits, 
they said. . . . 

Three men were arrested in St. 
Louis, charged with trying • to steal 
255 cases of Kraft cheese sp;read 
from a tractor-traile~ Somebody 
should have yelled: "Cheez it, the 

· cops!" 0 D • 
Celebrity shape-up 

Bill Caulkins, fitness gtµ11. to the 
stars, has revealed his annual worst 
shapes list. He included the entire 

cast of "The Facts of 
Life," suggesting ·the 

'o,-c~' ,,iir," show be renamed "The 
Fats of Life." He calls 
Raymond Burr "the 
new Orson Welles," 
and says Roger Ebert 
should sp~nd more 
time "At tne Movies" 
than at the snack bar 

The Soviets don't 
like "Rocky IV" or 

Burr Sylvester Stallone's 
physique, either. A Russian sports 
writer calls him muscle-bound . . . 

Calvin Klein's Mercedes Benz 
was swiped when two armed youths 
forced the chauffeur out of the 
parked car. Tlie suspects got snarled 
in N.Y. traffic and were arrested 4 
blocks away. Klein was in a 
restaurant and didn't know ahy9ne 
had designs on his auto D D D 

f'111n/1i 11r,I ,\rw, 'w-rvicr• 
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miles of i::liffs and vacant eastern beaches face 
Kauai. •• 

No llg~t.s shine from that. at.ark coastline on 
clear nights. '!'!here is no community electrical 
system and there are no street lights on Niihau, 
but even if there were, it wouldn't make a 
difference here. The entire eastern side of the 
island is uninhabited. 

Residents live on the lee western shore. The 
only other islands visible to them are the uni­
habited rocks, Lehua and Kaula. Lehua is a 
state-controlled wildlife sanctuary a few hun­
dred yards off Niihau's northern tip, and Kaula, 
21 miles offshore, is used -by the Navy for 
bombing practice . 

Niihau's ties to the past are far closer than 
its links to a· modem future. That's in 

spite of the island's owners' efforts to improve 
its economy . The owners are juggling the need 
for the island to produce enough income to 
cover its costs with the desire or residents to 
maintain their own vers ion of a simple, old Ha­
waii life. 

The island' s people have tradit10nally been 
skilled arti sans , with wide reputation s for their 
shellwork. weaving and gourd design s. 

Residents produce pr.ized Niihau shell lets, 
which are sold m lliawaii's fine!lt jewelry stores. 
a t roadside s tand s and directly from family 
member s of the makers 

An ancient Nlihau art was th e weavmg of a 
cloLh-like fabric from a sedge related to nut 
gra ss called makaloa (Cy perus laevigatus). 

reporteciiy -took-a iik1ni~to iiti nta1caioii, anti the 
supply dwindled . 

Niihau's people no longer make t.he go6ds that 
gave the name to Jack London's story, "0n the 
..Makaloa Mat," but samples remain in collections 
and at Bishop Muse1,1m. 

The island also once produced gourds ~eco­
rated with fine geometric patterns. Like 

the makaloa products, they are no longer made. 
Niihau:s recent economic efforts have been 

limited to farm and ranch products such as ex­
panded cattle and sheep ranching, kiawe char­
coal and honey production. 

Those are the primary products of Niihau 
Ranch, the company through which the island 
functions economically . It is controlled by one 
branch of the Kauai Robinson family. 

Niihau's expor-ts are another sign of its vari­
ance from the statewide norm. While tlie rest of 
Hawaii is moving firmly into a service-oriented 
economy. Niihau remain s entirely production ~ 
based . . 

The sta.te's ma.ior sources of income arc tour ­
u;;m and the military. But there' s no tourism on 
Niihau. Vii;itors are strictly discouraged . And 
the militar y presence 1s limited to an abandoned 
Coa,n Guard station and a planned mountaintop 
Navy radar site. It will have no staffing and 
will be operated remot e)) from the Pacific Mii;­
sile Range Facilit y on Kauai. 

I,Iawaii'!-l big agr1cultur-e mdustr1e~ are sugar 
and to a leo;ser degree pineapple . Both have 
been on Niihau. Hawaiians gr ew small quant1-

- ""ri,hat • -~eates. in . Interesting scenic situation. ' 
With tho ·haole koa disappearing, the island's 
features are no longer bu!fwr~d by the low cano­
py of the tree-shiubs. Keith Robinson, one of 
the clan controlling the island, said the cliffs 
now look as they must have looked generations 
ago. Low grasses once hidden or shaded out by 
Hie haole koa have become visible or been re­
established. 

Those grasses are green today, but that will 1 

change with t.fie season. 
Dry months turn the surface of Nilhau brown. , 

Dust clouds the color of rust lift on the winds. If 
winter rainfall has been scarce, animals die. The 
230 or so residents of the village of Puuwai, 
their cisterns dry, go to shallow wells for water. 

It was no Eden even 200 years ago. British 
explorer Capt . James Cook was able to find 

no water here even m winter. He went ashore 
Feb . 1, lr778 and reported that while there were 
fragrant shrub s around, the ground was stony 
and the soil appeared poor. Niihau is much the 
same today. 

Res1denL,;; trad ed with Cook. offering salt, 
mats. small pigs and the 1sland'!i prime food 
supply of the time, yams and sweet potatoes , 
which were grown throughout Hawaii in arid 
areas where the preferr ed tar o could not be 
produ ced. 

Niihau m many ways looks today as 1t must 
have looked to Cook . Cook. meeting a popula-

Scc Niihau on Page B-2 
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It ' :t ~ • . . 
One of several dusty road 
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winds through Nilhau's grassy terrliin . It's no Eden here, and with sunimer the grass and brush turn bJ wn. 
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Niihau still rests quietly 
behind aura of mystery 
: from page B-1 
lion eager to trade for pieces of Iron, received a 
warmer welcome than uninvited guests can ex­
pect today. The Robinson family's refusal to 
open the Island , to regular visits seems to have 
the support of the residents, 

Neither do residents talk much about Nilhau 
or conditions there when they're off the island 
This self-enforced isolatloh has given Niihau a 
romantic appeal for many, along with the nick­
hame The Forbidden Island. 
• That isolation sets Nilhau apart, but the island 
is not alien. It is a synthesis, Not pre-Eurbpean 
nor entirely modern. 

Resiclents still speak as their first language 
the dialect that Capt. Cook found so similar to 
Tahitian. 

They . are still close to the land and sea: The 
residents fish alohg the shore, There 1s 

limited refrigerati~n . so fish ate dried for stor ­
age by salting and hanging them by their tails 
in the sun . 

Flowers grow in the Puuwai village yards, 
which are enclosed by stone walls to keep the 
stock out. There are some banana s, sweet pota­
toes and other food plants grown on a limited 
scale, but Niihau does not produce much fresh 
produce. 

Ships in the late lt700s and early 1800s stop-

the word game 
Today's word: lineman 

Lineman: LINE-mun. A football player ln the line. 
Average mark 25 words. Time limit 35 minutes. 
Can you find 35 or more words in lineman? The 

list will be pubhshed tomorrow. 
Rules of the game· 1 Words must be lour or more 

letters. 2. Words which acquire four letters by the addition 
of "s" such as " bats" or "dies" are not used. 3. Only one 
form of a verb Is used. For e,cample. either · pose" or 
'posed.'' not both. 4 Proper nouns are not used. 5. Slang 

words are not used. 

Vesterdat• word: cavities 
case cast caste cave 
cavlos cesti c·st clle 
cities civet cv·es active 
ascl vase vast valle 
veslca vest vesta vice 
visa vise vls1t vista 
,c,est vies taco east 
evict sole save scot 
soot Se<:I get1 silo 
stave 

ped at Niihau for provisions, and Niihau yam !( 
wer~ known for their size and how long the y 
kept in storage . One Niihau landing was known ' 
as Yam Bay lo early seafarers . But as island 
with better harbors developed as reprovisioning 
stops, Niihau was droppea . 

Yams and sweet potatoe s are no longer exten­
sively cultivated. Indeed, E,S. Craighill Handy , 
in "Native Planters in Old Hawaii.'' said he wa 
told in a 1931 visit to Nilbau tnat there were n 
longer any yams on the island . 

The retired military lahding craft that plie~ 
weekly or semi-weekly between Kauai and NU 
hau hauls food ih metal containers, pol in plasti 
sacks and cases upon cases of soda pop in their 
aluminum cans. 

Children are diapered in modem paper gear. 
Residents ride rough terrain bicycles with 
chrome-molybdenum alloy frames . 

Tnere are radios and a few television sets 
operated by battery or generator-produced 

electricit?'. Reception is poor. Kauai fi!~hermen 
say Nlihau participated fully in the CB radio 
craze. 

"They used to talk from sunri se to sundown," 
said one boat skipper. The conversation s were 
all in Niil\au's clipped dialect of Hawaiian . I 

Nlihau lltanch records are maintained by a 
Nithau native on a computer, though the ma­
chine Is on Kauai. 

The unique Nithau synthe sis isn't for every­
one. One man said there ar e more Niihau-born 
Hawaiians living off Nlihau than on the island. 

They are taking advantage Qf the comforls 
and opportunities of the mainstream of civiliza­
tion. They've taken job.:; wiLh sugar plantation s. 
with the government, in the vh,;tor industr y . in 
the military. Many have remained on Kauai, and 
many of those on the west side of the island -
as near their Niihau rqots as possible while still 
enjoying modem Hawaii. 

'!'hey have left. behihd a small community tha t. 
is much ititerrclated . A quiet place where reli­
gion is imporlant, where a community sing& 
cnurch hymns as a greeting to the infrequen t.. 
welcome visitor. 

Niihau is neither a pathetic thr;,owback nor a, 
shining example of native culture faithfully pre -. 
served. • 

n is what it is~ a desperately dry tract of land 
where people, on principle. refuse to leap head 
long into what politicians call Hawaii's preferred 
future. . 

They have selected those goods of Western 
civilization that they fancy, but they hav 
chos~n to reject the company of that civilization. 


