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CHRONOLOGY

On September 3, President Lyndon B. Johnson signs Public Law 88-579
establishing the National Council on the Arts.

On March 10, President Johnson asks Congress to establish a National
Foundation on the Arts and the Humanities.

On July 12, Governor John Burns signs Act 269 establishing the State
Foundation on Culture and the Arts [SFCA] to stimulate, guide, and
promote culture and the arts throughout the state. The SFCA board would
be composed of nine non-paid members appointed by the governor from the
community. The board would then hire a salaried executive director to
handle day-to-day administration of the agency.

On September 29, President Johnson signs Public Law 89-209 establishing
the National Foundation on the Arts and the Humanities, comprised of two
branches, the National Endowment for the Arts [NEA] and the National
Endowment for the Humanities [NEH]. States were later awarded grants-
in-aid of equal size for statewide programs, provided that non-federal
matching funds were also provided.

On January 4, Governor Burns names the SFCA as the agency authorized
to receive and administer the federal grant, as well as funds from other
government and private sources.

On January 14, Masaru “Pundy” Yokouchi is appointed SFCA chairman.

Beginning in February, Yokouchi chairs a series of weekly meetings held
between the leadership of the SFCA and local arts organizations. Because
the meetings are held at the Green Turtle Restaurant, the gathering soon
becomes known as the “Green Turtle Group.”

On March 30, Yokouchi and fellow board members June Kanemitsu, Alvina
Kaulili, Reuel Denny, and William Ichinose, Jr. are sworn in. The first
SFCA board meeting is held the same day.

On April 20, board members Charlotte Cades, Thelma Hadley, and Eddie

Tangen are sworn in.

On July 1, Alfred Preis is named executive director of the SFCA. Prior to
this, Preis had been serving simultaneously as state planning coordinator
and acting executive director of the SFCA.

On July 6, board member Richard Boone is sworn in.

From September 22 through September 25, the Governor’s Conference on
Culture and the Arts is held at Honolulu International Center. The

conference involves nearly 300 delegates and national arts experts. Guest
speakers include Roger Stevens, chairman of the National Council on the
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Arts; Kathryn Bloom, director of the arts and humanities program with the
U.S. Office of Education; and Charles Mark, director of state and
community operations with the NEA. The goals of the conference are to
congregate potential arts leaders from communities throughout the state;
expose the local arts community to national arts leaders; facilitate self-
evaluation of the current levels of the arts in Hawai‘i through review by
consultants and exhibition at the Hawai‘i Festival of the Arts (held
concurrently); and consolidate the community arts councils and related arts
councils. The Green Turtle Group is instrumental in the planning,
programming, and implementing of this conference.

On December 19, the National Council for the Arts declares Hawai‘i a
“national treasure” and presents the SFCA with a $50,000 grant to develop
design techniques as a means of preserving the state’s natural beauty in the
face of increasing development. The national grant is matched by local
funds and results in a statewide Environmental Urban Design Study
conducted by five private consultants and administered by the SFCA. Areas
focused on in the study include the Honolulu Waterfront, the Kaloa-Po‘ipa
area on Kaua‘i, and Hilo Bay.

Act 298 of the Hawai'‘i legislature establishes the Art in State Buildings
law, setting aside 1 percent of the appropriations for the construction of any
state building for the acquisition of art.

On November 11, Honolulu is one of seventy cities selected by the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development for participation in the

Model Cities program. The designated areas in Honolulu are Wai‘anae-
Nanakuli and Kalihi-Palama.

In November, the SFCA becomes the operating agency for the Culture and
Arts Project for the Model Cities. Advising the SFCA are the culture and
arts councils of Wai‘anae-Nanakuli and Kalihi-Palama, each composed of
ten residents.

Act 192 of the Hawai'i legislature moves the SFCA from its administrative
position under the governor to the Department of Budget and Finance. The
SFCA later moves to the Department of Accounting and General Services.

In January, the administration of the Model Cities Culture and Arts Project
is turned over from the SFCA to the residents themselves due to federal
funding cutbacks.

On May 25, the Hawai‘i Council on Culture and the Arts, a citizens’
organization, is formed to provide services that the SFCA, as a government
agency, cannot or should not provide. It is later renamed the Arts Council of
Hawai'i.

As a result of concern over the Art in State Buildings program and the
efficiency and effectiveness of SFCA operations, the state legislature
requests an audit of the SFCA.
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In March, the Management Audit of the State Foundation on Culture and
the Arts is submitted to the legislature and the governor. According to
legislative auditor Clinton Tanimura, the SFCA “has not been able to
adequately develop those plans, programs, policies, and criteria that would
assist it in achieving its basic missions of stimulating art in Hawai‘i and
developing Hawai‘l’s artists and craftsmen.”

The Consortium for Pacific Arts and Cultures [CPAC] is created as a joint
effort between the official state/territorial arts agencies in Alaska, American
Samoa, California, Guam, the Northern Marianas, and Hawai‘i.

In February, Alfred Preis announces his retirement as executive director of
the SFCA effective June 30.

The legislature officially dissolves the Hawai‘i Foundation for History and
the Humanities and shifts responsibility for programs and activities in
history and the humanities to the SFCA.

On July 11, Sarah Richards is named executive director of the SFCA
effective August 1.

The SFCA Folk Arts program is established with help from the NEA.

The Economic Impact of Hawaii’s Non-Profit Arts and Cultural
Organizations 1982, a study funded by the SFCA and conducted by the Arts
Council of Hawai'i, is released.

The SFCA receives a $150,000 grant from the National Historical
Publications and Records Commission to undertake the two-year Hawai‘
Ethnic Records Survey Project.

The legislature passes Senate Bill 1140, broadening the funding base for Art
in Public Places.

Hawai'i is the featured state in the Smithsonian Institution’s 23rd Annual
Festival of American Folklife in Washington, D.C.

On September 8, Sarah Richards announces her resignation as executive
director of the SFCA effective September 22.

On December 27, Wendell Silva is named executive director of the SFCA.
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GLOSSARY

The following words and phrases are non-English terms. Non-English is here defined as
any lexical item not found in Webster’s Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary (Springfield,
Mass.: Merriam Webster Inc., 1986).

The language family of each word or phrase is indicated by a letter or letters in
parentheses:
(F) Filipino
(G) German
(H) Hawaiian
(HCE) Hawai‘i Creole English
(J)  Japanese
(P) Portuguese

References for the definitions used in this glossary include: Isabella A. Abbott, Limu: An
Ethnobotanical Study of Some Seaweeds, 3d ed. (Lawai: Pacific Tropical Botanical Garden,
1984); Maria V. R. Bunye and Elsa P. Yap, comps., Cebuano-Visayan Dictionary
(Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1971); Koh Masuda, ed., Kenkyiisha’s New
Japanese-English Dictionary, 4th ed. (Tokyo: Kenkytsha, Ltd., 1974); Mary Pukui and
Samuel Elbert, Hawaiian Dictionary (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1971); Mary
Pukui and Samuel Elbert, Hawaiian Dictionary, rev. and expanded ed. (Honolulu:
University of Hawaii Press, 1986); Vito C. Santos, First Vicassan’s Pilipino-English
Dictionary (Philippines: National Bookstore, 1978); Otto Springer, ed., Langenscheidt New
Muret-Sanders Encyclopedic Dictionary of the English and German Languages (Berlin:
Langenscheidt, 1975); and James L. Taylor, ed., A Portuguese-English Dictionary
(Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1958).

In some instances, the spellings and definitions were provided by Center for Oral History
staff or the interviewee in whose transcript the word or phrase appears. Such items are
asterisked.

The following definitions apply to the lexical items as they appear in the context of the
transcripts.
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akamai (H) smart, clever, expert

beef (HCE) complaint; disagreement*
Bon (J) Buddhist All Saints’ Day
buggah (HCE) person or thing*
Biirgerschule (G) higher-grade
elementary school for middle-class
children; citizen school*

eskrima (F) Philippine martial art*
festa (P) festive celebration

Gymnasium (G) secondary school
emphasizing the humanities

halau (H) hula school or studio*

Haole (H) Caucasian

high makamaka (HCE) affluent, upper-
class*

kahiko (H) ancient

kapu (H) sacred, holy

keiki (H) child

-ken (J) a prefecture

kuleana (H) responsibility, concern
kumu (H) teacher

kumu hula (H) hula teacher

limu kohu (H) edible red seaweed
(Asparagopsis taxiformis)

makahiki (H) annual festival in ancient
Hawai‘i

makai (H) on the seaside, toward the sea
mauka (H) inland, upland, toward the
mountains

mele (H) Hawaiian song, chant, or poem

naichi (J) term used to refer to
immigrants from Japan and their
descendants, as opposed to those from
Okinawa*

nana (F) mother*

‘ohana (H) family, relative, kin group
‘opelu (H) mackerel scad (Decapterus
pinnulatus)

paniolo (H) cowboy
puka (H) hole; omission*
panawai (H) water spring; reservoir*

Realgymnasium (G) secondary school
emphasizing modern languages
Realschule (G) secondary school
emphasizing the sciences

rondalla (F) a string band or orchestra

shamisen (J) Japanese string
instrument
shibai (J) a play or drama

taiko (J) Japanese drum
tanomoshi (J) mutual financing
association

tata (F) father
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See Arts Council of Hawai'i
Hawai‘i Foundation for History and the
Humanities (HFHH), 90-91, 114,
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