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The North American Context of the
UH-Manoa Summer Session

Almust every university and college in North
America offers a summer instructional program, but each
one is different. No two universities’ summer sessions are
alike because each summer program has had its own evol-
ution within its own campus and local environment. An
observer from a country with a relatively uniform system
of education, such as Japan, would find the American
situation bewildering and chaotic; with a few exceptions
there are no equivalents of summer sessions at Japanese
universities; also, in America, there would be no two
summer sessions that are organized and conducted in the
same way. Each campus has a unique version of summer
session.

For one thing, the length of the summer terms, the
dates of opening and closing, the number of terms, vary
widely among universities.

Admissions requirements of summer sessions also
vary. The University of California-Berkeley has had open
admissions for its summer sessions for over 20 years. The
move from closed admissions came as a result of major
changes in the operations of the campus that included the
removal of state funding for summer sessions. During the
last two decades, the summer sessions of many US and
Canadian universities changed from closed admissions to
an open admissions system, allowing high school students
and others to register for summer session. Other universi-
ties besides Berkeley with open admissions policies in the
summer include Stanford, Northwestern, Indiana, Univer-
sity of Hawai‘i-Hilo, while others, such as Hampton Uni-
versity, University of Arizona, University of Michigan,
and the University of Montana have different variations of
a relatively closed admissions policy.’

Summer Session at the University of Hawai‘i at
Manoa has a closed admissions policy, whereby students

who are not Manoa students first must apply for admis-
sions; if they fulfill certain requirements they are permit-
ted to register. As in virtually all summer sessions in
comprehensive universities, admission into the Summer
Session does not mean admission into the degree pro-
grams; students interested in entering the University of
Hawai‘i at Manoa degree programs must apply separately
for admissions.

The administrative organization of summer sessions
also vary from campus to campus. Some summer scs-
sions, like that at the University of California at Los
Angeles, University of Minnesota, or University of
Hawai‘i at Hilo, are administered by the office of a dean or
director that includes the continuing education and
extension programs. Others, like the University of
Hawai‘i at Manoa, University of California-Berkeley,
University of Wisconsin-Madison, and University of
Virginia, are housed in an office under a dean or director
who reports directly to the president or chancellor and is
separate from the continuing education unit. Even among
these, however, there are differences in the administrative |
structure.

There are other administrative variations: at Stanford
University the director of summer session is also the asso-
ciate dean of graduate studies and its summer session also
conducts the summer evening courses; at the University of
Oregon the director of summer session and the director of
the continuation center are co-directors of the University
of Oregon Continuing Center and report directly to the
vice-president for academic affairs, who is also the
provest. The University of Michigan has a decentralized
summer session, with cach college and school organizing
and offering its own summer programs. One of the
advantages of summer sessions that are centralized is that
programs with small enroliments can be supported by
programs that generate larger revenues. Thus at the
University of Hawai’i at Manoa, with a centralized
summer session, many small-enrollment courses such as
some of the foreign languages as well as writing intensive
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courses — which require small classes — can be offered to
students.

The method of calculating summer salaries for faculty
vary from institution to institution. Some, like the Univer-
sity of Hawai'i at Manoa, decide on summer pay through
collective bargaining with the authorized faculty union.
Summer sessions also vary in the way they are financed.
State funds directly support surmmer instructional costs at
The University of Nebraska-Lincoln, University of Wis-
consin-Madison, and University of Wyoming. In contrast,
a large number of state universities including some with
the most successful summer sessions, are “self-support-
ing” in that both direct administrative and instructional
expenses are financed by summer tuition revenues, with
indirect costs carried by the state-supported university
infrastructure. These include the University of Arizona,
University of California (Berkeley, Los Angeles and San
Diego), Indiana University, University of Maryland-Col-
lege Park, University of Minnesota, University of Nevada-
Reno, University of North Carolina, Pennsylvania State
University, University of Vermont, University of Virginia,
and the University of Washington-Seattle.

Then, of course, there are other variations, such as the
University of Hlinois-Urbana or The University of Michi-
gan where state funds support administrative expenses
| while tuition revenues support direct instructional

expenses.
Tuition and fees, too, vary from one campus to
| another. Many charge a tuition that is based on the costs
| involved in the kind of course offered: thus, tuition would
depend on whether a student is enrolled in a graduate or
undergraduate course — or whether the course is one
offered by the university’s law school or by its liberal arts
college. Many self-support state universities such as
UCLA charge the same tuition for state residents — as
well as nonresidents,
The University of Hawai‘i system summer session
credit programs charge nonresidents of Hawai‘i a tuition
| double that of the resident tuition. In 1964, the Statc of
| Hawai‘i Legislative Reference Bureau published a study of
the probable impact of a tuition differential for nonresi-
dent students on summer session enrollment; its report
indicated that a differential would help increase summer
session revenues but would lessen the contribution of new
monies into the total state cconomy. The report showed
that US mainland students {without a nonresident tuition)
contribute to the cost of the summer session while also
contributing to the economy of Hawaii.

Manoa Summer Session and Self-Support

Summer Session at the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa has
been self-supporting since its beginnings in 1927 when its
Regents authorized president David L Crawford, on
February 18, to conduct the University’s first summer
session. This summer session began with 237 students,
with Matson Navigation offering passenger ship discounts
for teachers coming to the summer session from the main-
land. Summer session self-support was so successful that
in 1956 the Territorial government expropriated over
$32,000 — at that time a very hefty sum — from Summer
Session reserve funds to meet the salary increases of state
employces.

One advantage of the self-support summer session is
the flexibility it affords; it allows for a flexible number of
courses, based on demand. Thus, additional sectionstoa
popular course can be added if instructors and textbooks
can be made available — because tuition funds can direct
ly finance the new sections. Another advantage is the
relative stability of financing that depends more on stu-
dent needs for summer programs than on the financial
well-being of the state coffers; summer sessions that are
state financed often are the hardest hit when the state is
short of funds because of the traditional emphasis on the
fall and spring semesters or quarters. Nevertheless, the
self-support status of the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa
Summer Session credit program is frequently questioned.
In 1975, then-University president Fujio Matsuda’s “Task
Force on Summer Session” studied this issue and recom-
mended that the Summer Session should continue to be
self-financing.

Visiting Students in the Summer

A visitor from a country such as Japan would also dis-
cover that many summer sessions attract students and
faculty from other universities. Thus it is not unusual for
a Berkeley undergraduate from Massachusetts to return
home and study at Tufts University’s summer session
located in her home town. Many residents of Hawai‘i
who attend out-of-state universities, return in the summer
to study at the University of Hawai'i while visiting their
parents and paying the lower resident tuition. In turn,
Hawai‘i students study at New York University’'s summer
school and take advantage of what the city, with its
extensive art, music and cultural resources, offers. The
opportunity for an undergraduate to enrich one’s college
experience by studying temporarily on another campus is
almost nil in countries such as Japan.
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The mix of students in the summer vary from college
to college across the United States. Berkeley students
comprise about 60 percent of the summer enrollment at
the University of California-Berkeley. Harvard students
make up about 10 percent of the students in the Harvard
Summer School, established in 1871, and thus the oldest
academic summer session in the nation. UH-Manoa
today, in contrast to the 1960s when large numbers of
visiting students registered for credit courses in the
summer, has a relatively small percentage (15) of visiting
students, and a large proportion (about 85 percent) of
matriculating students in its summer courses, reflecting
the fact that it is the only major summer session in an area
isolated by its geographical position in the Pacific. Never-
theless, the UH-Manoa Summer Session has recently been
attempting to attract more visiting students because not
only do students from other campuses add to the college
experience of Manoa students but also because increased
numbers of visitors make it possible for a greater variety
of courses to be made available to the community. A
major limiting factor, however, is the lack of on-campus
dormitory space and affordable off-campus housing.

Summer students in credit courses at UH-Manoa
come from every state and US possession — with Califor-
nia (followed by New York) sending the most students.

In summer 1989, Michigan State University sent a
professor with students to study on the Manoa campus in
a combined class in ethnic studies with Hawai'i students
with a UH-Manoa faculty member. Manoca students
registered in the UH Summer Session, while Michigan
State students registered for MSU credit. Field trips into
the Hawai‘i community and class experiences were jointly
held, thus offering both groups of students the benefits of
interaction and learning from each other both mainland
and “local” perspectives on ethnic issues in Hawai'i.
Michigan State University helped to finance the many
resource persons from the community who presented talks
to the combined UH-MSU class. This collaberation will
continue each summer.

Visiting Professors and Artists

The Manoa Summer Session has also been able to attract
some outstanding talent over the years to teach courses,
enabling both students and facuity to become close
associates of some of the world’s most eminent scientists,
scholars and artists. Up until the 1970s, they included
such talents as surrealist painter Max Ernst; artists Josef
Albers and Dorothea Tanning; art critic Alfred V Franken-
stein; theatre scholar Mordecai Gorelik; weaver Anni

Albers; social scientists Hilda Taba, Robert ] Havighurst,
Gardner Murphy and Kingley Davis; semanticist S [ Haya-
kawa; mathematician Anatole Rapoport; scientists
Edward Teller and Werner von Braun; philosophers DT
Suzuki, S Radhakrishman, Wing-Tsit Chan, Hu Shih and F
5 C Northrop; psychologists Lee ] Cronbach and Julian
Stanley; philosophers of education George Axtelle and
Maxine Greene. Edward Teller even agreed to teach
introductory physics to undergraduates and delighted in
having specially invited high school students attend his
lectures, Like many of the other visiting talent, he also
was genecrous with his time, with long office hours to meet
with the students. Many of these talented visitors joined
with the University’s own eminent scholars and artists to
present public lectures, concerts and exhibits for the
Hawai‘i community in the summer.

In recent years, the pace of activity has quickened and
less academic “superstars” are available to teach full-term
summer courses. But, because of the attractive qualities of
Hawai’i, many eminent scholars and artists continue to
visit the Summer Session for shorter periods to teach in
special intensive, condensed workshops, or to join full-
term summer classes as resource persons for a few weeks
and/or to present public lectures. Some of the visiting
talent include independent filmmakers Robert Young,
Wayne Wang, Kazuki Omori and Jim Gerrand; peace
studies intellectuals johann Galtung, Elise Boulding and
Kenneth Boulding; writers Michael Ondaaje and Masayo
Umezawa Duus; Shuji Takeuchi, editor of Bungei Shunju;
Japanese film authorities and writers Donald Richie and
Akira Shimizu; Canadian architect Raymond Moriyama;
jazz musician Sadao Watanabe; Pulitzer Prize winning
authors Neil and Susan Sheehan; Kabuki actor Nakamura
Senjaku, and Grandmaster of Tea, Soshitsu Sen.

In addition workshops have been conducted along
with theatrical performances by the Coad Canada
Puppets, The Grand Kabuki of Japan, and the Guangdong
Puppet Troupe. Then, too, some of the internationally
known members of the Hawai‘i faculty also take time out
during some summers to teach, which has a pace and
ambience, and an intensity of contact with students that is
different from the fall and spring semesters.

Another variation is for UH faculty to exchange
teaching positions with a professor from another campus
in the summer, a practice that provides valuable educa-
tional experiences for both faculty and students.

Accelerating the Completion of a Degree

One of the traditional reasons for the establishment of

| —
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summer sessions has been to accelerate the completion of
college. Harvard president C W Elict, who introduced
electives to the college curriculum, established in 1900 the
idea of using the summer term to accelerate the comple-
tion of college in three years. By shortening the period of
matriculation, families of students presumably save
money by allowing the student to enter the work force
carlier. Summer also has been a time to accelerate the
output of certain graduates, for example, in times of
teacher shortages in the public schools.

At the University of Hawai’i at Manoa, the increase in
students attending its Summer Session led to the estab-
lishment of a summer commencement ceremony in 1967,
allowing the University to schedule three graduations a
year since then. From time to time Manoa administrators
have considered eliminating the summer commencement
but, as one survey indicated, students favor its continua-
tion by expressing their enjoyment of the smaller, more
intimate atmosphere of the summer ceremony held in the
beautiful Andrews Outdoor Theatre.

Summer also is the time for students to take courses
which do not fit their formal degree plans, but which
provide enrichment and a broadening of interests. |
myself first took a studio course in ceramics in the art
department during a University of Hawai’i summer
session. As a result, ] have become a part-time practicing
potter for most of my adult life.

International Students in the Summer

In recent years many university summer sessions have
been actively recruiting students from overseas. Under
dean Shunzo Sakamaki, summer session at UH-Manoa
was one of the earliest in the nation te accept students
from Japan, usually in noncredit programs. In 1970, the
first special international seminar program was conducted
with the Hakubi Kyoto Kimeno School. The Hakubi
School has continued its annual summer seminars at the
University and has recently contributed funds for scholar-
ships for students who study the national costume of
Japan in such areas as theatre, art, textiles and fashion
design.

in 1971, when dean Sakamaki retired and was
succeeded by professor Douglas Yamamura, the first
summer program with Nihon Engineering and Electronics
College (Nihon Kogakuin) was initiated; cach year,
students from this higher technical school in Tokyo
continue to visit the campus on a study tour.

In 1972, Summer Session hosted the first annual Ura-
scnke Hawai‘i Seminar which has continued to the present

with teachers of this major tea ceremony tradition visiting
Hawai'i for a special program. Under Grandmaster
Soshitsu Sen XV — a direct descendent of Sen no Rikyu
(1522-1591), the famous founder who greatly influenced
Japanese aesthetic sensibilities — contributed a tea cere-
mony hut to the campus and established the Soshitsu Sen
XV Chair in Traditional Japanese Culture and History.

Since then many other universities have brought
study groups to the campus throughout the year arranged
by the Summer Session’s office of special international
programs. For example, in 1978, the Tokyo College of
Music sent its first students to the Manoa campus; in 1979,
the Kanazawa Institute of Technology began its summer
English program. In 1980, Beppu University sent its first
annual group for a special seminar. Several of the major
Buddhist universities in Japan, including Komazawa,
Taisho, and Ryukoku have established exchange pro-
grams with the University’s department of religion, and
Summer Session works collaboratively with the UH reli-
gion faculty by hosting its students and faculty when they
visit the campus in the summer.

Kobe Women'’s University regularly sends students to
special English communication courses administered by
the Summer Session not only during the summer, but also
throughout the year. This study-abroad expericnce is
today one of the highlights of Kobe's undergraduate
program. (Recently it purchased an apartment building to
house its students.) Kobe's president, Dr Kaname Yuki-
yoshi, has taken a personal interest in this program and
visits her students and the Summer Session office several
times a year.

Like many other summer session programs in the US,
UH-Manoa also offers noncredit courses, and enroliment
in such courses have reached record numbers: 5,314 in
summer 1989, a 14.5 percent increase over 1988, (The
credit enrollment in 1989 was 13,952 with a nonduplicated
head count of 10,538, or 57 percent of the fall 1988-89
semester enrollment.) Most of the students in the non-
credit programs were from Japan (95 percent) reflecting
the recent affluence of the Japanese and their interest in
studying abroad to learn English and about American
society and culture. The second largest group was from
Korea (184 students), with students coming also from
Algeria, Brazil, Cambodia, China, Colombia, France,
French Polynesia, Italy, Mexico, Switzerland, Taiwan,
Thailand, and Yugoslavia.

A large number of noncredit students from abroad
are enrolled in the year-round New Intensive Course in
English Program (NICE), established in 1975 by Robert
Sakai, emeritus professor of history and former dean of
Summer Session. Because of the popularity of this
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“NICE"” program, some of the other special noncredit
international programs offered by the Summer Session are
also often mistakenly referred to as NICE — a tribute
nonetheless to the program. NICE recruits many of its
teachers from the University’s English as a second lan-
guage graduate programs, and has recently been experi-
menting with a more intense and demanding format and
curriculum.

Our noncredit summer programs have been so
popular that for the first time, in 1989, Summer Session
has had to lease off-campus facilities for classrooms. This
added expense was also due to the reduction of the number
of classrooms available because of the decommissioning of
general-use classrooms and the increase in the rate of
renovations of older classroom buildings that generally
take place in the summer.

Summer Programs for Professionals and
Older Students

Since 1987 the UH-Manoa Summer Session has hosted the
Chautauqua Faculty Development Program, funded in
part by the National Science Foundation, which presents
short, intense courses for college teachers in any discipline
interested in updating their knowledge of science. Manoa
participates in this national program by offering courses
taught by its resident faculty in research areas in which
the University excels, including astronomy, volcanology
and oceanography. College teachers from Hawai‘i and
other states attend these sessions, with some participants
supported by faculty development grants from their home
institutions.

One of the popular programs for professionals and
students is the noncredit Film and Video Summer Institute
which was begun in 1986. Taught by practicing profes-
sionals as well as university faculty, some of the courses
have been offered in cooperation with the American Film
Institute and the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and
Sciences. Most of the courses are designed to cnable pro-
fessionals to take leave from their work for a few days to
attend the intense workshops. Film screenings open to the
public are offered in the evenings in the summer to com-
plement the film and video study program.

At UHM, the year-round Elderhostel program, a net-
work of instructional programs for senior citizens coordi-
nated by the national office in Boston, is offered through
Summer Session and attracts so many older students that
Manoa has been considered as a possible “Elderhostel
Supersite.” Lack of program, office and dormitory space
has been the major limiting factor in meeting this goal.

The Summer Session also makes available State of
Hawai'i grants that help to cover part of the tuition for
resident senior citizens.

Innovative Programs in the Summer

Educational experimentation and innovation comprise an
important contribution that a summer session office can
make to a university’s educational mission. Almost 25
years ago, Robert Richey, director of summer sessions at
Indiana University, considered this point when he listed
the cleven major objectives of summer sessions in his 1964
report to the Association of University Summer Sessions,
an organization of summer sessions of major universities.
Then, he said that one objective was “To experiment with
new courses and programs to the end that the summer
sessions serve as a pilot plant for curricula of heightened
stature and service.”? In his 1976 study of jointly adminis-
tered summer sessions and continuing education pro-
grams in ten universitics, Indiana’s summer director Leslic
Coyne wrote that “Directors of summer sessions often
include in their mission statements references to summer
sessions as a place for experimentation and innovation.”?
Innovations in the summer are relatively inexpensive,
compared to new programs developed for the fall /spring
terms, when ongoing programs must still be supported
within an existing budget. Only a temporary staff tcam
for an innovative project is necessary for the summer, and
the staff can be modified if required the following summer
— or even disbanded if the innovation is not found to be
feasible or of only temporary use. Long-term and expen-
sive commitment of funds and new tenured positions are
usually unnecessary when an innovative program takes
place in the summer. The program may often be planned
to last for just one summer. Furthermore, innovations are
not necessarily always viable; as in nature, mutations are
not usually helpful to the survival of an organism — in
fact, they often are harmful. Also, the perceived need for
a new program may not turn out to be a genuine need;
even when the program is well publicized, the turnout
may be disappointingly small. At the same time, it is also
true that in education we may need to create the demand;
for example, the need for more Americans to learn about
other nations and cultures is great, and even small regis-
tration numbers must not lead educators to give up their
efforts to stimulate interest in and the study of interna-
tional matters. Morcover the high demand for a program
may last a few years — and then dwindle to zero! Some
important new programs also are by their very nature
those that can only be presented once; examples are
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programs that take advantage of a commemorative event,
such as the French Bicentennial or the Bicentennial of the
Arrival of the Chinese in Hawai‘i — both of which offered
educational opportunities for the community to enroll in
special courses and workshops as well as to attend public
lectures, films and theatre productions.

Summer sessions offer university faculty the opportu-
nity to try out experimental instructional programs at
minimal cost. Because summer teaching is an optional
activity, interested faculty from different disciplines are
freer to team together in an interdisciplinary program,
such as peace studies or Asian studies. Development
funds have been set aside in the UH-Manoa Summer
Session budget so that innovative programs can be tried
out for at least two or three yecars.

Some of the innovative programs in the summer at
the University of Hawai‘i have already been discussed
earlier in this article. It is important to point out that some
summer innovations have been so successful that they
have been incorporated into the year-round structure of
the University. For example, in 1932, a School of Pacific
and Oriental Affairs was established in the summer
session whereby each summer distinguished scholars of
Asian studies gathered to conduct seminars centered on
areas of international relations, race relations, literature,
and culture. In 1936, this School became a more perma-
nent university unit when it was transformed into the
Oriental Institute with professor Gregg Sinclair as director,
Although it was disbanded in 1939, with the worsening of
the international situation, it was used in the rationale for
the establishment in 1960 of the original East West Center
at the University of Hawai‘i by the US Congress.

During the same prewar period of the Oriental
Institute, 1932 to 1939, a Seminar-Conference on Compara-
tive Philosophy, directed by professor Charles A Moore,
was held in conjunction with Summer Session. These
became the first East-West Philosopher’s Conference
which were subscquently held in 1949, 1959, 1964, 1969,
and most recently in 1989. In many ways, too, the School
of Pacific and Criental Affairs was the precursor of the
School of Hawaiian, Asian and Pacific Studies established
by the University of Hawai'i Board of Regents in 1987,

In the summer of 1957, courses were offered in library
scicnce — and the success of the subsequent summer
programs led to the establishment of the Graduate School
of Library Studies that opened in summer 1965.

The University of Hawai'i at Hilo’s summer program
was operated by the Manoa Summer Session until 1971;
the following year Hilo started its own summer session.
Until 1983, the UH Community College summer sessions
were also operated by the Manoa Summer Session.

Summer Session also encourages innovative programs in
the teaching of foreign languages. Although an experi-
mental summer course in intensive elementary Japanese
was offered at Manoa in 1956, more can be done to
provide “language houses” and other immersion pro-
grams in languages as has been successfully implemented
on such campuses as Indiana University, the University of
Nebraska, and Middlebury College.

Thus summer sessions at the University of Hawai’i
exemplify some of the ways in which a different kind of
unit, immersed in the structure of the University and
unique to North America, can help enrich the college
experience of students in ways that complement their
studies in the fall and spring terms.
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