at Halawa

% The Honolulu Advertiser

two relocation stories

Advertiser Staff Writer Vickie Ong located

Halawa has been a hotbed of controversy.

Fourieen families who were among. those
displaced by the Honolulu Stadium project
have yet to find suitable housing.
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two families who were willing to tell their
stories. One family is happy and the other is
discontent with the Halawa relocation.

Advartiser photo by Roy lha

Mr. and Mrs. John Cummings had trouble finding a home for their family.

Cummings Family

Mr. and Mrs. John Cum-
mings hava a woeful tale to
tell — their own.

They were one of the fum-
ilies that had to move out of
Halawa when the stadium
designer, contractors and
bulldozers planned to move

mess that has left them dis-
satistied and unhappy.

TATKING in their small
kitchen, the Cummingses
told The Advertiser of their
relocation days. Their faces
were distraught and their

hunting was cump]icated by
John Cummings’ own situa-
tion.

Cummings was & Honolu-
Iu Rapid Transit bus driver
who, when caught between
the strike and his own ill-
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One of the plami for Halawa Stadmm

week with the City-owned

Having a family with
eight children posed even
more problems.

THEY HAD lived in a IT
three bedroom Halawa
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The Richard Wongs now live in a modest three-bedroom home in Maili.

Wong Family

Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Wong (not their real
names) are two very happy
ex-Halawa residents.

Like newlyweds in their
first home, they talked ex-
citedly about painting and
furnishing their three-bed-
room home in Maili.

One would never know
that just two months ago
they' were living in a small,
termite-eaten house in Ha-
lawa.

MRS. WONG, comforta-
bly dresged in blouse and
glacks, tglked to The Adver-
tiser while squeezing or-
anges for juice. Her hus-
hand was busy painting the
front door.

The Wongs were among
the residents who had to
move for the sake of “prog-
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stadium wera fo be built in
the area of their home.

But for them, the mave
did not cause heartache or
resentment. It was some-
thing they had known about
for a long time.

“We all knew about it,”
said Mrs, Wong, recalling
that Halawa residents had
been warned as early as
1862 about the new highway.

SHE HAD known about
plans for the proposed sta-
dium since 1965.

Divorced from her first
husband, Mrs. Wong had
lived with her son in differ-
ent parts of Halawa hous-
ing. At her first home on
Astoria Avenue, she had
paid $48 for a one-bedroom
heouse,

Later ‘shg_ moved to a 30-
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ton Strest. When she and
Wong were married, they
lived in a home where they
had “problems with fer-
mites."’

The Wongds, however, do
not have bitter memories of
their Halawa days and their
$55-a-month home.

“It was nothing fo gripe
about. We had our home.
And everyone minded his
own business. If we had
problems, we’'d make out a
work order and they'd come
and fix it,"" Mrs. Wong said.

WHEN THE relocation
notice came, the Wongs felt
it really was time to go.

“We really appreciated
all the help we had been
given (while in Halawa),”
Mrs, Wong said.

At the relocation office,



Cummings Family

Mr. and Mrs. John Cum-
mings have a woeful tale to
tell — their own.

They were one of the fam-
ilies that had to move out of
Halawa when the stadium
designer, coptractors’ and
bulldozers planned to mave

in.
For the Cummingses, re-

mess that has left them dis-
gatisfied and unhappy.

TALEING in their smal
kitchen, the Cummingses
fold The Advertiser of their
relocation days. Their faces
were distraught and their
vojees were sometimes re-
gigning, sometimes angry.

The difficulties of house-

hunfing wag complic
plicated by
%Ohn Cummingsr own situa-

on.

; C;amlflings was a Honolu-
v:rlho 1‘:’1}? Transit bus driver
+ "Hen caught betwesan
E::t;lke and his own iil-
55, Dag to file for bank-
;l;};:cy in December. He
lves four days a

week with the City-0wnad
bus system.

Having a family with
eight children posed even
more problems.

THEY HAD Hved in a
three bedroom Halawa
home for eight years and
Cummings had paid $61-a-
month rent.

“It was very old and it
was in bad condition but we
were happy thers,” Mra.
Cummings said.

But the impending ste-
dium congtruction meant
they had to move.

“When we first started
filling out (relocation)

I didn’t want to live in hous-
ing. Three times they of-
fered it to me, and three
times I said, ‘No,’ "' Mrs.
Cummings safd.

BUT NOW THEY i
Kalihi housing. Yol

“This time they told me
that we would have to take
it or we wouldn't be given
any more help in finding a
house,” she said.

The relocation agenc
provided them with gf.hrezr
referraly — all housing
areas—but the Cummingses
igund none of them satisfac-

ry.

Mo anorbmant wae andtha

forms, I distinetly said that |
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MRS. WONG, comforta-
bly dressed in blouse and
slacks, talked to The Adver-
tiser while squeezing or-
gnggs forbjuice. Her hus-

and was inting the
front door. SR

The Wongs were among
the residents whe had to
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dium since 1965.

Divorced from her first
husband, Mrs. Wong had
lived with her son in differ-
ent parts of Halawa hous-
ing. At her first home on
Astoria Avenue, she had
paid $48 for a one-hadroom
house.

Later she moved to a 30-

and fix it,"* ]}.‘Irs. Wong said.

WHEN THE relocation
notice came, the Wongs felt
it really was time fo go.

“Wea really appreciated
;}l tht? lll]t;llp iv;e I?ad been

van (while alawa),”
Mrs. Wong saitl. Rk

At the relocation office,

{have to have
| children,” she said.

move for the sake of *prog-
ress” 2
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the family that is happyl

Continued from page E-1

they found they couldn’t
ualify for low income hous-
ing because Wong makes

14,000 a year.
$ iWe gjdn’t qualify for

houses @ jther. You
saun two or three

They considered moving
inlo Makalapa Manar but

decided against it because
it was “really small.” They
wanted a home of their own
and not a co-op apartment.

WONG PUT down his
paintbrush and joined his
wife in the kitchen.

“I told my wife, 'Before
we do anything else, lot's
drive around,’ "’ Waong said.
So they shopped for houses

in newspaper ads and final-
ly found the modest house
in MailL

The house was in good
condition and rel.ocahun
inspectors approved it.

The Wongs received
$1,500 relocation money and
$900 for moving costs which
they saved by moving them-
selves,

“We packed that gtation
wagon back and forth five
or six times and a friend
helped us move the big
things with his truck,”

|| Wong said.

TARIR FAMILY savings
and the relocation money
went for the $5.000 down
payment on the $23,000 part-
ly furnished home.

In the two months they
have lived there, Wong has
painted the living room a
cheery bright pink and
the bedrooms a soft agua.

“We go on a budget and
we try to save every month. |
My hushand made it all pos-
gible. I give him all the
credit,” she said, ‘‘He goes
to work and puts in over-
time too.”

IN HOLDING the family
pursestrings, Mrs. Wong
says that they don't deny
themselves once-in-a-while
luxuries.

“We're only human. But
we're not extravagant. We
don’t accumulate our bilis
and we don't borrow from
our neighbors,” she said.

The family spends much
of the time fixing up their
home. They proudly showed
their just-completed orchid
greenhouse. And they have
plans to add a garage and
patio.

+0h! We still have a thou-
gand, million things to do
for the house,” Mrs. Wong
£aid.



