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at Halawa 

two-relocat ion stories 
Halawa 1uu been a hotbed of controversy. 
Fourteen Jamili.a who were among , those 

displaced by the Honolulu Stadium project 
have yet to find mitab"le housing. 

Advertiser Staff Writer Vickie Ong locat.ed 
two families '!')ho were wuling to tell their 
stories. One family :is happy and the other is 
discontent with the Halawa relocation. 

> 

Wong Family 

Adv.filer pholO II'/ RoV Ito 

Mr. and Mn. John r.11mminp had trouble finding a home for their.family. 

Cummings Family -
Mr. and Mrs. John Cum­

mings have a w'oeful tale to 
tell - their own. 

They were one of the fam­
ilies that had to move out of 
Halawa when the stadium 
designer, contractors aqd 
.!iulldozer.s planne.d to_mJ>Yt! 

mess that has left them dis- hunting was complicated by 
satisfied and unhappy. John CUmmings• own situa­

tion. 
TAIJKING in their small 

kitchen, the Cummingses 
fold The Advertiser-of, their 
relocation days. Their faces 
!!'ere distraught and their 

Cummings was a Hon'olu­
lu Rapid Transit bus driver 
who, when caught between 
the strike and his own ill-

~.!::li.i.-.C.:::.... 
One of the plans for Halawa Stadium. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Wong (not t h e i r real 
names) are two very happy 
ex-Halawa residents. 

Like newlyweds in their 
first home, they talked ex­
citedly about painting and 
furnishing their three-bed­
room home in Maill. 

One would never know 
that just two months ago 
they were living in a small, 
termite-eaten house in Ha­
lawa. 

stadium were to be built in 
the area of their home. 

But for them, the move 
did not cause heartache or 
resentment . It was some­
thing they bad known about 
for a long time. 

"We all knew about it," 
said Mrs. Wong, recalling 
that Halawa residents bad 
been warned as early as 
1962 about the new highway. 

SHE BAD known about 
pl811s for the proposed sta-

MRS. WONG, comforta- dium since 11165. 
bly dressed in blouse and Divorced from her first 
slacks, tlµked to The Adver- husband, Mrs. Wong had 
tiser while squeezing or- lived with her son in differ­
anges for juice . Her bus- ent parts of Halawa hous-

week with the City-owned b811d was bqsy painting the ing. At her first home on 
bus system. front door. Astoria Avenue, she had 

Having a family with The Wongs were among paid $48 for a one-bedroom 
eight children posed even the residents who bad to house. 
more problems. move- for the sake of "prog- Later she moved to a 3(). 

ton street. When she and 
Wong were married, they 
lived in a home where they 
had "problems with ter­
mites." 

The Wonts, however, do 
not have bitter memories of 
tJ]eir Halawa days and their 
$55-a-month home. 

"It was nothing to _gripe 
about . We had bur home. 
And everyone minded hill 
own business. If we had 
problems, we'd make out a 
'Woik order and they'd come 
and fix it," Mrs. Wong said. 

WHEN THE relocation 
notice came, the Wongs felt 
it really was time to go. 

"We really appreciatad 
all the help we had been 
given (while in Halawa)," 
Mrs. Wong said. 

At the relocation office, 

·~ --_.;..---~ --~r~ e~SSL0-..:~.Jft .....,U.bi~P~mw,r~p,~•~-~-~~- -~~Y• -'
1
-~ · ~ 

THEY HAD lived in a 1~ 1· 
thr ~b.._ e ctt .~Ju .J;IalilWa_ J ..! -~~-~ ..- ...___-~- • :'II -~- ~ :-. ~~- .. e ___ _ ;I ___ _._'__ __ __-~__.. 



Cummings Family. 
Mr. and Mrs. John Cum- mess that has left them dis­

mings have a woeful tale to satisfied and unhappy. 
tell - their own. 

They were one of the fam­
ilies that bad to move out of 
Halawa when the stadium 
designeD, coatractors asid 
bulldozers plumed to move 
tD 

For tba Cumm.lapes, re• 
aoe...wbllDamlticty 

TALKING in their small 
kitchen, the Cummingses 
told The Advertiser of their 
relocation days. Their faces 
were distraught and their 
voices were sometimes re­
agnblg, 1ometimes angry. 

The difficulties of house-

f :!1't:g was co,pllcate~ by 

ti 
\Unmings own s1tua­

on. 

1 
Cu~ings was a Hon'olu-

u Ra_pid Transit bus driver 
who, When caultht between 
tbe strike and his own ill­
ness, haa t fil f b nk rup1cy i o e or a -
now dr· 11 December. He 

lVn four days a 
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cilum since 1965. anci fix it," Mrs. Wong said. 
t 

One of the plans for HaJawa Stadium. 

week with the City-owned 

MRS. WONG, comforta­
bly dressed fn blouse and 
slacks, Ujlked to The Adver­
tiser while squeezing or­
anges for juice. Her hus­
band was busy painting the 
front door. 

Divorced from her first 
husband. Mrs. Wong had 
lived with her son in differ­
ent parts of Halawa hous­
ing, At her first home 011 

Astoria Avenue, she had 
paid $48 for a one-bedroom 
house. 

WHEN THE relocation 
notice came, the Wongs•felt 
it really was time to go. 

"We really appreciated 
all the help we had been 
given (while in Halawa) ,. bus system. 

Having a family with 
eight children posed even 
more problems. 

THEY HAD lived jn a 
three b e d r o o m Halawa 
home for elgbt. years and 
Cummings had paid $61-a­
month rent. 

"It was very old and it 
was in bad condition but we 
were happy there," Mrs. 
Cummings said. 

But the impending sta­
dlum construction meant 
they had to move. 

"When we first started 
filling out (r e I o c a t i o n) 
forms, I distinct]y said that , 
I didn't want to live in hous­
ing. Three times they of­
fered it to. me, and three 
times I said, 'No,'" Mrs. 
Cummings said. 

BUT NOW THEY 'live in 
Kallhi housing. 

"This time they told me 
that we would have to take 
it or we wouldn't be given, 
any more help in finding a 
house, 11 she said. 

The relocation agency 
provided them with three 
referrals - an housing 
areas - but the Cummingses 
found none of them satisfac­
tory. 
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The Wongs were among 
the residents who had to 
move for the sake of "prog- Later she moved to a 30-

Mrs. Wong saltl. ' 
At the relocation office, 
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tlie family that • IS happy[ · 
Continued trom page E-1 

they found they couldn't 
qualify for tow income hous­
ing because Wong makes 
$14,000 a year. 

"We didn't qualify for 
townhouses e i th er . You 
have to have two or three 
children," she said. 

They considered moving 
Into Makalapa Manor but 

decided against it b~cause 
it was "really small." They 
wanted a home of their own 
and not a co-op apartment. 

WONG PU!J' down his 
paintbrush and joined his 
wi fe in the kitchen. 

"I told my wife, 'Before 
we do anything else, let's 
drive around,' " Wong said. 
So they shopped for houses 

in newspaper ads and final• 
ly found the modest house 
in Malli. 

The house was in good 
condition and relocation 
inspectors approved it. 

The Wongs r e c e i v e d 
$1,500 relocation money and 
$200 for moving costs which 
they saved by moving them­
selves. 

"We packed that station 
wagon back and forth five 
or six times and a friend 
helped us move the big 
things with his truck," 
Wong said. 

THEIR FAMILY savings 
and the relocation money 
went for the $5,000 down 
payment on the $231000 part-

• ly furnished home. 
In the two months they 

have lived there, Wong.has 
painted 1 the living room a 
~heery bright pink and 
the bedrooms a soft aqua. - - ,v .. -··-

"We go on a budget and 
we try to save every month. 
My husband made it all pos­
sible. I give him all the 
credit," she said. "He goes 
to work and puts in over­
time too." 

IN HOLDING the family 
pursestrings, Mrs Wong 
says that they don't deny 
themselves once-in-a-while 
luxuries. 

"We're only human. But 
we're not extravagant . We 
don't accumulate our bills 
and we don't borrow from 
our neighbors," she said. 

The family spends much 
of the time fixing up their 
home. They proudly showed 
their justrcompleted orchid 
greenhouse. And they have 
plans to add a garage and 
patio. 

"Obi We still have a thou­
sand, million thlngs to do 
for the house," Mrs. Wong 

- &aid. 


