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Ocean Leasing One of Touchiest Issues

By Helen Altonn
Star-Bulletin Writer

Public use of Hawail’s seas vs.
ocean leasing for marine develop-
ment has emerged as one of the
touchiest issues in the state
House, with members calling for
public hearings on the matter
throughout the state.

Molokai Rep. Clayton Hee, a
freshman legislator, looks upon
ocean leasing as a radical change
comparable to the Great Mahele
which shifted the land from
cammunal to private ownership.

“It would create a ‘new legal
regime' over what was tradition-
ally public domain,” he said, not-
ing that this is how the state De-
partment of Planning and Eco-
nomic Development describes it.

It wotld change the commu-
nal stewardship of the ocean to
exclusionary rights. Fishermen,
surfers, swimmers and grand-
mothers and grandfathers gather-
ing limu have got to know the
impact,” he said.

he controversy revolves
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around a House bill that has been
introduced for three years by
Rep. Richard Matsuura, chairman
of the House Ocean and Marine

esources Committee, with strong
support from the state adminis-
tration.

A BIG Isiand Democrat with an
extensive background in agricul-
ture, Matsuura believes ocean
leasing would provide better
protection for the rights of both
the public and marine developers.

He points ot that under
present laws the land department
has the power to lease subnterged
lands without the restrictions that
would be imposed under the
ocean leasing bill. - ]

Matsuura sees ocean leasing as
a means of preyenting the kind
of rroblems that have occurred
on

and, with a regulatory ocean .

system involving hearings, re-

views and other procedures to

protect public interests.

At the same time, he feels
ocean leasing would stimulate
development of Hawaii's rich

ocean resources and expand the
state's economy by giving sea
developers certain rights to ma-
rine parcels. .

But the concept is “revolution-
ary” to many of his new commit-
tee members, who are concerned

about preserving traditional pub-

lic rights to the ocean.

They succeeded in delaying ac:
tion on the leasing bill until’ next
year and instead they are back-
ing a resolution ealling for
legislative hearings on the ocean
leasing issue on all Islands befare
the leasing bill is taken up again
next year.

THE RESOLUTION has been

approved by the House Ocean
and Marine Resources and Judici-
ary committees with a number of
changes by tommittee members
reflecting: their concerns.
- Théy inerted specific language
saying, “individual fishermen and
communities dependent on the
ocean and its resources may ‘be
;iirectly impacted by ocean leas-
ng.”
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The resolution also says the
public hearings should address
the broad scope of “legal, eco-
nomic, cultural, social and envi-
ronmental factors” involved in
leasing ocean and marine re.
50UTrCes. ;

The mea’su;e stresses that all
fisherie§ that aren't in fishponds,

.artificial enclosures or state.

licensed marjculture operations
“shall be free to the public” sub-
ject to vested rights and state
regulations, "provided that mari
culture opérations shall be estab.
lished under guidelines enacted
by the Legislature, which shall
protect the public’'s use and
enjoyment of the reefs.”

The key word is “reefs,” said
Hee. He conténds, with other
ocean and marine comimittee
members, that waters from the
shore to the reefs should be off
limits to developers — a provision
Matsuura is willing to accept.

HEE SAID the legislation par-
ticularly would affect Neighbor

iy, Hawaii

1%

hHEA2

Property of;

ETHNIC STUDIES LIBRARY

Island fishermen who depend
upon the sea for their livelihood.
“I'm talking about eating. They're
heavily dependent on the ocean
for subsistence, just as it was
traditionally. This (ocean leasing)
could change that..."

“The’ byword is ‘economic
development,”” Hee said. “Any
kind of radical legislation is
under .the' name of economic

development historically. But

history will show it has not
alwiys been in the best interests
of the people.”

Oahu Rep. Michael Crozier says
he feels he “accomplished some-
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thing this session” by |
other committee member
for the statewide inquir
ocean leasing. He said M
“has been sensitive to ot
cerns, which will have an
tunity to be heard, and
have a longer period to sti
issue.”

In a related matter, th
and marifie resources cor
also has approved a re:
asking the state Departn
Planning and Economic I
ment to begin a data in
and mapping system for o
sources.
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