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Ocean Leasing One of T ouehiest l'ssues • Hous, 
.By Helen Altonn 
Siar -Bullet in Wnter 

Public use of, Hawaii's seas vs. 
ocean leasing fe>r marine deveJop­
men t has emerged as one of the 
to uchiest issues in the state 
House , with members calling for 
public bearings on the matter 
th r oughout the stale. 

;Molokai R~p. Clayton Hee, a 
fr eshman legislat or, l~ks upon 
ocean leastng as a radical change 
comparabl e to the Great Mahele 
which shifted the land from 
communal to private ownership . 

' 'It would create a 'new legal 
regime ' over what was tradition­
ally public domain ; • he- said, not­
in g that th is ls how the state De­
pa r tment of PlannJng and Eco• 
nomic Development describes it. 

'' It would change the commu­
nal stewardship of the ocean to 
exol~iQnarr rights . Fishermen, 
surfers , swimm'ers and grand­
mo thers and grandfathers gather­
ing Umu have got to know the 
impact," be said. 

T he controversv revolves 

around a House bill that bas been 
introduced for three years by 
Rep . Richard Matsuura, chairman 
or · the House Ocean and Marine 
"Resources Committee , with stron g 
support from the state admlhis• 
tration . 

A BIG Island Democrat with an 
extensive background In agricul ­
ture, Matsuura believes ocean 
leasing would provide better 
protl'ctlon for the rights of both 
the P.,.Uhlic and marine developers. 

He point S' out that under 
present laws the land department 
has the power to lease ~ubmerg ed 
lands without the restrictions that 
would be imposed und r the 
ocean leasing bill. 

Matsuura sees ocean leasing as 
a means of preyenting the kiq_d 
or problems that have occurred 
on land, with a regulatory oceap . 
system Involving bearings. re• 
views and other procedures to 
protect public intere.sts . 

At the same time, be feels 
ocean leasing would stimulate 
development or Hawaii's rich 

ocean resources and expand the 
state 's economy by giving sea 
developers certain rights to ma • 
rine parcels . . 

But the concept is "revoJuUon• 
ary" to many of bls new commit­
tee ~embers, who are concerned 
about. pr ~ ervlng traditional pub­
lic rights to the ocean. 

They succeeded . in delaying ac• 
tion on the lea.sing bill -until• next 
year and i1,1stead they are back • 
ing a resolution ~alling for 
legislative hearin gs on· the ocean 
leasin g Issue on all Islands before 
the 1leasing bill Is taken up again 
nex, year . 

T1IB RESOLUTION ba it been 
a1mroved 8y the Hou se Ocean 
an<i Mar ne Resources and Judlci • 
ar:y committees · \l.ith a number of 
changes by 1:ommittee members 
reflec~ their concerns . 

Thi!y l11~erted specific language 
sayin gL"itrdividual fishermen and 
commu~ltles dependent on the 
ocean and Its resources may ·be 
directly Impacted by ocean leas­
ing." 

'the resolution also says the 
public hearings should address 
the broad scope of "legal, eco ­
nomic, cultural, social and envi• 
ronmental factors " lnvolve ·d ln 
leasing ocean and marine t it 
sources . 

Is land fishermen who depend thing th is session'' by t 
upon the sea for their Uvellbood. other committee member 
"ltm talking about eating. They're for the statewide lnqulJ 
heavily dependent on the ocean ocean leasing. He said M 
for subsistence , just as it was "bas been sensitive to 01 
traditionally . This (ocean leasing) cerns, which wllJ have an 
could change that.-" tunity to be beard, and · 

"!Jibe byword is 'economic have a longer period to st1 
The measure stresses tbat all developmoht."' Hee said . "Any Issue ." 

fisheries that nren 'l ln fishp~:mds, kind of. radical legislation ts In a related matter, th1 
artificial enclosure s or state - und ur th e • name or economic and marine resources cor 
il censed marJculture operations de vnlopment historically . But nlso has approved a re: 
','shall be free. to the publi c" sub- hl~tpry ~ill show It has not asking the state Departn 
Ject to \'~ ed right s and state al\\ ~ys been in the best inten.>sts Planning and Economir ! 
regulations, "provided that mari- of th ~ people · rnent to begin a data In 
culture operations shall be estah, Oatiu Rep . Michael Crozier says and m:ipplng system for oc 
lished under guidelin es enacted he feels he .. accomplished some - sources. 
by. the Legislature, which shall _ _ ___ _ 
protect the public's use and 
enjoyment or the reefs. " 

The key word is "reefs ,"' said 
Hee. He contends, with other 
ocean and marine committee 
members, that waters from the 
shore to the reefs should be off 
limit s to developers - a provision 
Matsuura ls willing to accepL 

HEE SAID the legislation par­
ticularly :woul<t JJff ect .fiel~tibor 


