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| Training in 70+languages

Most languages are official languages of
the country

“World languages”

= French, Portuguese, Spanish, Russian,
Arabic

= Swahili, Mandarin Chinese



Training in 70+ languages

Country-specific (or sub-region-specific) languages

s Very well documented in English:

« Bengali, Burmese, Cantonese, Czech, German, Greek,
Finnish, Modern Hebrew, Hindi, Indonesian, Japanese,

Khmer, Persian (Farsi), Pilipino, Thai, Turkish, ...

s Less well documented in English

= Albanian, Amharic, Azeri, Dari, Estonian, Georgian,
Gujarati, Kyrghiz, Kurdish, Lao, Latvian, Malayalam,
Mongolian, Pashtun, Tadjik, Twi, Uzbek, ...



ﬁ Training in 70+languages

Political changes can bring
languages to prominence




* Three levels of Training Goals

(www.govtilr.org)



Rating Description

No Functional Proficiency

Elementary Proficiency: Able to satisfy routine courtesy and travel
signs.and simple sentences and phrases.

Limited Working Proficiency: Able to satisfy routine social and
limited office needs and to read short typewritten or printed
straightforward texts.

S/R-3

General Professional Proficiency: Able to speak accurately and with
enough vocabulary to handle social representation and professional
discussions within special fields of knowledge; able to read most
materials found in daily newspapers.

S/R-4

Advanced Professional Proficiency: Able to speak and read the
language fluently and accurately on all levels pertinent to
professional needs.

S/R-5

Functionally Equivalent to an Educated Native Speaker




Limited time to achieve goals:

ﬁ Professional Proficiency

» 20-30 weeks for WE languages

s 36 weeks for Indonesian and Swahili

s 44 weeks for most other non-WE
languages

a 88 weeks for Arabic, Chinese,
Japanese, Korean



ﬁ Programmatic Needs



ﬁ Some Teacher characteristics |



ﬁome Teacher characteristics Il



.

Extended continuous
time on task




Ability to personalize the

ﬁ learning program



-

A linguistic core, around which
the rest of the learning can
develop



-

Opportunities for intensive
practice in using language to
carry out meaningful tasks,
including gaming.




-

Program provides for and takes
advantage of rich incidental
learning




-

Program includes opportunities
for immersion-tasks



-

Program includes opportunities
for learner to compare and
contrast own production
against comparable production
by natives



Ideally, a rich collection of
resources in all media and of

* all genre




A few other desirable program

ﬁ characteristics |



A few other desirable program

* characteristics Il




-

Questions/Comments?

Rick Jackson
Fiackson@nflc.org







