Concerning This Issue

The theme of this issue, Assessment of Teaching
Competencies arose out of serious concern for more
viability in teacher education and the sincere desire on
the part of college professors to assume expected ac-
countability for teacher training.

Ryan’s lead article presents the assumptions funda-
mental to the competency based teacher education
(CBTE) program which essentially focuses on what
the teacher can do to help children learn. He advises
that we need to know and respect its strengths and limi-
tations and not get carried away with what can be ac-
complished or the movement might fizzle.

Adachi proposes the Instrument for the Observation
of Teaching Activities (IOTA), a professional approach
to the evaluation of teaching competence.

Aten advocates planned supervision in which learn-
ing cxperiences for student teachers and supervisory
strategies arc focused on the development of specified
teacher competencics.

Jim On shares his student teaching experience and
how he developed some competencies basic to teaching,

A follow-up study of the University of Hawaii, Col-
lege of Education graduates conducted by Ching, Mac-
Gregor, Pang and Yamashita, attempts to determine
the effectiveness of the student teaching program in
preparing students as beginning tcachers in the State
of Hawaii, Department of Education.

Gima presents a case for understanding the legal
aspects of student teaching in order to insure a success-
ful incident free student teaching experience thereby
making it possible for the student teacher to concen-
trate fully on the development of teaching competencies.

It is our hope that the ideas presented in this issue
will be of value to others in teacher education, cspe-
cially those who work directly with student teachers.
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