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H 3- Halawag{%alley debate

flares again at meeting

By Kris M. Tanahara

Advertiser Staff Writer

The debate over archaeological
sites in Halawa Valley flared anew
last night, with no indication of
compromise from Hawaiian activ-
ists who want the sites spared and
state transportation officials who
say they still haven't decided
whether to reroute the H3 Free-
way around the sites.

Almost 100 people gathered at
the Mabel Smyth Auditorium for
an informational meeting on the
controversy sponsored by the Of-
fice of Hawaiian Affairs’ Native
Hawaiian Historic Preservation
Council.

The 15-member council is respon-
sible for determining the cultural
significance of ancient Hawaiian
sites that lie in the path of the hil-
lion-dollar trans-Koolau freeway.

The council will submit a recom-
mendation to the Federal Iligh-
ways Administration and the state
Department of 'Transportation, the
two agencies that will ultimately
decide whether the highway should
be realigned.

At the heart of the controversy
are two sites that Hawaiians and
others say were important heiau

»

and part of a larger religious com-
plex.

In an April 29 report, Bishop Mu-
seum archaeologists under contract
to the state said the sites were ag-
ricultural and residential terraces.

The museum scientists did, how-
ever, say preservation of both sites
is warranted because contemporary
Hawaiians and others consider it
culturally significant.

State officials earlier this month
said — and repeated at last night's
meeting — that the freeway can
be realigned to spare the sites, at a
cost of about $5 million. They still
maintained last night that they
won't decide whether to do that
until the council reports.

During last night's 3%2-hour
meeting, University of Hawaii Cen-
ter for Hawaijan Studies scholars
Haunani-Kay Trask and Lilikala
Kame'eleihiwa questioned the coun-
cil's ability to determine the cultur-
al significance of the site.

The center issued its own report
criticizing the museum's handling
of the Halawa research and calling
for extensive further study in Ha-
lawa, where they maintain that
there are 66 or more historie sites.

The council has scheduled a pub-
lic hearing next Friday.
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