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The debate over archaeological 
sites in I-Ialawa Valley flared anew 
last night, with no indication of 
compromise from Hawaiian activ­
ists who want the sites spared and 
state transportation officials who 
say t hey s till haven't decided 
whether to reroute the H3 Free­
way around the sites. 

Almost 100 people gathered a t 
the Mabel Smyth Auditorium for 
an informational meeting on the 
controversy sponsored by the Of­
fice of Hawaiian Affairs' Native 
Hawaiia n Historic Pres ervation 
Council. 

The 15-member council is respon­
si ble for determining the cultural 
significance of ancient Hawaiian 
sites that lie in the path of the bil­
lion-dollar trans-Koolau freeway. 

The council wi ll submit a r ecom­
mendation to the Federal High­
ways i\clministration and the stale 
Dep;.irtment of Transportation, the 
two agl'ncics that wi ll ultimately 
<lt:c;idc whcthur the highway should 
be re;.ilign<:d. 

/I. t the heart of the controversy 
arr: two s ill's that Hawaiians and 
othurs s;1y w<·rc important hciau 

and part of a larger religious com­
plex. 

In an April 29 report, Bishop Mu­
seum archaeologists under contract 
to the state said the sites were ag­
ricultural and r esidential terraces. 

The museum scientists did, how­
ever, say preservation of both sites 
is war ranted because contemporary 
Hawaiians and others consider it 
culturally significant. 

State officials earlier this month 
said - and repeated at last night's 
meeting - that t he freeway can 
be realigned to spare the sites, at a 
cost of about $5 million. They still 
maintained last night that they 
won 't decide wh ether to do t hat 
until the council reports. 

During las t nigh t's 3112-h our 
meeting, University of Hawaii Cen­
te r for Hawaiian Studies scholars 
Ilaunani-Kay Trask a nd Lili kala 
Kame'eleihiwa questioned the coun­
cil's ability to determine the cultur­
al significance of the siw. 

The ccntur issued its own rPport 
cri ticizing the museum's handling 
of the Halawa research and calling 
for cxtensivl' further study in lfa­
la wa, wh<!re thc>y maintain that 
there a re 66 or more hit;Lorir· sites. 

The council has scheduled a pub­
lic hearing next F'riclc1y. 
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