WAIPI'0: MANO WAL

AN ORAL HISTORY COLLECTION

Volume |

ETHNIC STUDIES ORAL HISTORY PROJECT

ETHNIC STUDIES PROGRAM
UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII, MANOA

December 1978



ii

Copyright © 1978
Ethnic Studies Oral History Project
Ethnic Studies Program, University of Hawaii at Manoa

These are slightly edited transcriptions of interviews conducted by

the Ethnic Studies Oral History Project, University of Hawaii at Manoa.
The reader should be aware that an oral history document portrays informa-
tion as recalled by the interviewee. Because of the spontaneous nature
of this kind of document, it may contain statements and impressions which
are not factual.

People are welcome to utilize short excerpts from any of the transcriptions
without obtaining permission as long as proper credit is given to the
interviewee, the interviewer, and the University. Permission must be
obtained from the Ethnic Studies Oral History Project, University of Hawaii
at Manoa before making more extensive use of the transcription and related
materials. None of these materials may be duplicated or reproduced

by any party without permission from the Ethnic Studies Oral History
Project; Ethnic Studies Program; University of Hawaii at Manoa; East-West
Road 4, Room 3D; Honolulu, Hawaii 96822.

This project is supported by the Hawaii Foundation for History and the Humanities
under an appropriation by the Hawaii State Legislature.



ABOUT THE TITLE

"Mano wai" literally means "water source;" figuratively it is "Source of
life." Both meanings are appropriate descriptions of Waipio Vailey, with
its abundance of water. Taro, grown continuously in Waipio for the last
400 years. or more depends heavily on water, and the Hawaiians of old
depended on taro, their staff of life.

Legend tells of a severe drought in the early 1200's:

"...during a spell of great drought, when a great famine was experienced
over all the lands from Hawaii to Kauai, all the wet lands were parched
and the crops dried up on account of the drought, so nothing remained
even in the mountains. Waipio was the only land where the water had

not dried up, and it was the only land where food was in abundance;

and the people from all parts of Hawaii and as far as Maui came to this
place for food."*

Waipi'o: Mano Wai.

* Fornander Collection of Hawaiian Antiquities. Mem. Bishop Museum,
Vol. 4, 1916. p. 136.
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Dedication

These volumes are dedicated to the future generations
of taro farmers and poi eaters of Hawaii.
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