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GLOSSARY 

The following words and phrases are non-English terms. Non-English is 
defined as any lexical item not found in the American Heritage Dictionary 
of the English language (New York: American Heritage Publishing Co., Ltd., 
1975), although there are a few exceptions where uncommon words which do 
appear in the American Heritage Dictionary are included in this glossary. 

Letters in parentheses after each word indicate its language source: 

C Chinese 
H Hawaiian 
J - Japanese 
Pi - "Pidgin" English 

References for the definitions used in this glossary include the American 
Herita e Dictionar of the En lish Lan ua e, Koh Masuda's Kenkyusha's 
New Ja anese-En lish Dictionar Tokyo: Kenkyusha, Ltd., 1974), Pukui and 
Elbert's Hawaiian Dictionary Honolulu: The University Press of Hawaii, 
1977), and Sanseido's New Concise Ja anese-En lish Dictionar (Tokyo: 
The Sanseido Press, 1967 . 

In some instances, the spellings and definitions could not be found in 
these references but were provided by ESOHP staff members and the inter­
viewee in whose transcript the word appears. Such words are asterisked 
( *) . 

The following definitions apply to the lexical terms as they appear in 
the context of the transcripts . 
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aho (H) Line, cord, lashing, 
fishing line, kite string. 

aka marne (J) Red beans. 
akule (H) Big-eyed or goggle­

eyed scad fish. 
an (J) Bean jam. 
araimo (J) Japanese taro.* 

ben (J) Dialect. 
benshi (J) Film interpreter; 

movie "talker." 
bombucha (Pi) Large marble.* 
Bon Odori (J) Bon Festival 

dance. 

chikuwa (J) A kind of fish 
paste. 

chomen (J) Book; register 
ch0gakk5 (chao gakk5) (J) A 

lower secondary school; a 
junior high school. 

daikon (J) A radish. 
debabocho (J) A kitchen knife. 

erai (J) Serious; heavy; awful. 

fude (J) A writing brush. 
fU}ln (J) A woman. 
fujinkai (J) A women's society 

(association). 
furo (J) Hot tub; bath. 
futon (J) Bedding, comforter. 

gannen (J) Literally, the first 
year. A member of the first 
group of Japanese immigrants 
to Hawaii (1868).* 

geta (J) Wooden clogs. 

haikara (J) Stylish. 
hanawai (H) Irrigation; to 

irrigate. 
haole (H) White person, Ameri­
---can, Englishman, Caucasian. 
hapai hara (H/J) Literally, to 

raise a fie l d; plow.* 
hapu'upu'u (H ) A mound, as for 

playing marbles. 
ho hana (H) Literally, field 

work with a hoe.* 
holehole (H ) Reduplication of 

hole; to strip, as to strip 
sugar cane leaves from the 
s ta 1 k. 

holoholo (H) To go for a walk, 
ride or sail; to go out for 
pleasure. 

ichinense i (J) A first grader. 
issei (J) Literally, first 

generation; a Japanese immi­
grant to the United States or 
Canada. 

kamaboko (J) Boiled fish paste. 
kanten (J) Agar-agar; Japanese 

gelatin. 
kapu (H) Taboo, prohibition. 
kaya (J) A mosquito net. 
ken (J) A prefecture. 
klawe (H) Algaroba tree. 
koa (H) The largest of native 
-forest trees. 
kompang (Pi) Sugar cane culti­

vation by a small group .* 
konnichiwa (J) Good day. 
koseki tohon (J) A copy of the 

census register. 
koto sannen (J) Third year of 

high school.* 
koto yonen (J) Fourth year of 

high school.* 

laulau (H) Packages of ti 
leaves or banana leaves con­
taining pork, beef, salted 
fish, taro tops, baked in 
the ground oven, steamed or 
broiled . 

li'i k6 (H) Literally, small 
sugar cane; picking up sugar 
cane left in the fields.* 

liliko'i (H) Passion fruit. 
lili-wa i (H) A small native 

herb. 
luna (H) Foreman, overseer, 

supervisor. 

machi (J) A town, city. 
make (H) To die. 
malo (H) Male's loincloth. 
rnanTenie (H) Bermuda grass . 
manjO (J) A bean-jam bun. 
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miso (J) Bean paste. 
m1yazumo (J) Temple wrestler.* 
mochi (J) Rice cake. 
morimono (J) An offering. 
murayakuba (J) A village office. 

naichi (J) Japanese from mainland 
Japan.* 

namasu (J) A dish of raw fish 
and vegetables seasoned in 
vinegar. 

ni ni ga shi (J) Two times two 
equals four.* 

ni san ga roku (J) Two times 
three equals six.* 

nigero (J) Run away. 
Nihon no terakoya (J) Japanese 

temple school. 
ninensei (J) Second-year pupil. 
nisei (J) Second-generation 

American Japanese. 
nishime (J) Vegetables and fish 

boiled with soy sauce. 

obake (J) An apparition. 
TQhl'a (H) A plant with many 

forms, from tall trees to low 
shrubs, with red, pink, 
yellow, or white flowers. 

okaa-san (okasan) (J) Mother. 
okazu (J) Subsidiary articles of 
--diet; a (side) dish. 
'okolehao (H) Liquor distilled 

from ti root. 
omatsuri TJ) A festival; a cele­

bration. 
omiyage (J) A souvenir; a 

present . 
'o'opu (H) General name for 

fishes included in the fami­
lies Eleotridae and Gobiidae. 
~ (H) General name for 

shrimp. 
'opihi (H) Limpit. 
ot6-san (J) Father. 
otossan (J) Colloquial, meaning 

father.* 

~ (H) Finished, ended. 
~ (H) To stink. 

saimin (C) Literally, small 

noodles; a dish consisting of 
noodles in a soup base.* 

sake (J) A Japanese liquor made 
--from fermented rice. 
sannensei (J) A third-year 

student. 
senningoya (J) Literally, house 

for a thousand people; large 
building.* 

sensei (J) A teacher. 
shamisen (J) A Japanese 

stringed instrument resem­
bling a banjo . 

shee (Pi) Mild exclamation, 
--1 i ke 11 gee . 11 * 
shichiho)aki (J) Cloisonne. 
sh~ga (J Ginger. 
shoyu (J) Soy sauce. 
shuji (J) Penmanship; calligra­

phy. 
spam (Pi) Span.* 
sukiyaki (J) A Japanese dish of 

sliced meat, vegetables, and 
seasoning fried together. 

sushi (J) Vinegared rice. 

tabi (J) Japanese socks. 
tako (J) An octopus. 
teeh6 (J) A memorandum book. 
tempura (J) Japanese deep-fat 

fried food. 
Tench6-setsu (J) The Emperor's 

b1rthday. 
teori (J) Handweaving. 
terakoya shiki (J) Temple 

school system. 
tofu (J) Bean curd. 
tokUhon (J) A reader; a reading 

book. 
toshiyorigo (J) A child born of 

old parents. 

wagamama (J) Willfulness; self­
indulgence; waywardness 

wen (Pi) Past tense indicator.* 
illiwili (H) A Hawaiian legu­

mlnous tree with pods 
containing red, oblong seeds. 

yabashare (J) Come.* 
yanagi-g6ri (J) A wicker trunk. 
yasai (J) Green vegetables. 
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yokan (J) Sweet jelly of beans. 
yugi (J) Play. 

zuru-zuru (J) A dialect with 
many "z" sounds.* 
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Agricultural crops 
araimo (Japanese taro), 84 
ginger, 84 

Aiea, Oahu, 65 
Anka, Paul, 249-50 

Bailey's Store, 34-35 
Blackouts, 58, 60, 275-76 
Blacks, 60-61 
Blacksmithing, 25-26 
Bottling, 7, 18 
Boy Scouts, 50-51, 144 

Camps (see Plantation camps) 
Casino Ballroom, 244-45 
Central Intermediate School, 42-

43 
Child Welfare Association, 189 
Childbirth, 92-93 
Children, 127 

care of, 125, 208 
expectations for, 127 
immigration of, 213-14 

Chinatown (San Francisco), 195-
96, 200 

Chinese, 39, 54-55, 139, 169 
and education, 180-81 
immigrants, 205 

Civic Auditorium, 45, 265 
Clothing 

children's, 19 
for rain, 22 
sewing of, 105, 106-7 

Cole, Nat King, 269 
Communication 

between ethnic groups, 33, 54, 
109 

Community organizations, 69, 127 
Crafts 

brass and copper smithing, 
166, 183-84 

Crime, 197-98, 216-22 (see also 
Drugs, Gamblers, Prostitution) 

Defense work, 59-60, 62 
Drugs, 270-71 
Duvall, Frank, 245, 266 

Education, 14-15, 21, 37, 52-53, 

INDEX 

94-102, 143-44, 174 
night school, 52-53, 143-

44' 180' 188 
school activities, 43, 44 
student discipline in, 

23' 99 
and teachers, 14, 15, 37, 

53, 94-95, 97- 99, 144, 
174 

and teaching, 104 
Elks Club, 271, 272, 273 
Enter, Clara (Hila Hattie), 

128, 276-77 
Ethnic groups, 85, 132, 145, 

171 (see also individual 
ethnic groups) 

Ethnic relations, 22-23, 60-61, 
86, 90, 109, 117-118, 126, 
129 

in camp, 79 
between Chinese and 

Koreans, 55 
in school, 21, 96, 175 

Ewa Plantation, 159 

Fabian, 250 
Families, 125, 143 
Fa nns , 111 -1 3 
Filipinos, 52, 58, 60, 157-58 
Fishing, 73, 90, 120 
Food, 5, 9, 19-20, 61-62, 80-81, 

87' 116' 137 
preservation of, 81, 89 

Foster Estate, 90-91 
442nd Infantry Regiment, 149-50 
Fukuda Store, 175-76, 182 
Fukuda, Seiji, 171, 174, 176, 

177 
Fukunaga, Myles Yutaka, 216-22 

Gamblers, 195, 196, 197 
Gomi, Tamaki, 171-73,174,177 

182 
Goto, Rev. C.P., 121-22 

Haga Store, 108 
Haleakala Ranch, 171 
Hanta Store, 86, 93, 111 
Harry's Music Shop, 260 
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Hawaiian Sugar Planters 1 Associa-
tion (HSPA), 142 

Hawaiians, 90, 231 
Hind-Clark Dairy, 35 
Hinode Gumi, 195-96 
Holidays and celebrations, 79 

C h r i s tma s , l 7 4 
Emperor 1 S Birthday, 79-80 
May Day, 99 
New Year 1 S Day, 80, 110 

Holy Name Society, 49 
Honolulu, Oahu 

downtown, 44, 201, 203 
Honolulu Plantation, 153 
Hotels, 201, 246, 247 
Housing 

for bachelors, 36, 85 
camp, 65-68 
construction of, 122-23 
description of, 5 
furnishings in, 6, 13 

Immigrants, 168 
Chinese, 205 
deportation of, 225, 229 
i 11 ega 1, 203-5 
Japanese, 168, 209-10, 211-14, 

225-29, 233-36 
and reasons for moving to 

Hawaii, 133, 167-68 
registration of, 222-24 

Immigration 
and immigration station, 168, 

205-14, 222-29, 233-36 
ship travel in, 168 

International Longshoremen 1 S and 
Warehousemen 1

S Union (ILWU), 
62-65 

Isle, Charles, 53,144,148-49 

Japan, 133, 215 
Japanese, 60, 129, 139, 145 

community in Kahana Valley, 85 
consul, 169-70, 215 
and contract labor, 169-70, 195 
fishermen, 203-4 
immigrants, 168, 209-10, 211-

14, 225-29, 233-36 
marriage customs of, 185-86, 

192-93 
and Myles Fukunaga case, 219-21 
prostitutes, 195-96 

registration of, 190, 215 
students from Japan, 233-34 
and suicide, 211-12 

Japanese language schools, 79, 
81-82, 96, 172, 181-82 

and teachers, 96, 129, 
171-73 

Jobs, types of 
assistant housing administra­

tor, 65-68 
assistant personnel director, 

68 
bakery worker, 253-54 
blacksmith, 25-26 
golf caddy, 36-37 
housekeeper, 106 
interpreter, 205-15, 222-30, 

233-36 
irrigation supervisor, 146-

48. 154 
luna (overseer), 2, 37 
mTnlster, 188, 190 
musician, 241-50, 255-63, 

265-67, 271-72, 276-78 
postmistress, 124 
pump department worker, 39-

42 
relief irrigation overseer, 

56-58 
stonemason, 135 
store clerk, l 09 
storekeeper, 114, 116, 118 
sugar cane field supervisor, 

53-56 
sugar cane field worker, 28-

30' 78-79 

Kaaawa, Oahu 
changes in, 126-27 
description of, 102-3 

Kaaawa Elementary School, 94-95, 
96 

Kaaawa Vegetable Stand (later 
Kaaawa Store), 113-15, 116-
18, 124-25 

Kaahumanu School, 180-81 
Kahana Valley, Oahu, 84-85, 116 

description of, 87-89 
Kahuku Plantation, 77 
Kaimuki, Oahu, ll-12 
Kalakaua, David, 168 
Kalakaua Intermediate School, 42 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 



• 

' 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Kamehameha School, 137, 145 
Kawainui, Hawaii, 27 
Kawasaki, Kiyozo, 201-3 
Kekaha, Kauai, 169-70 
Kipapa, Oahu, 62 
Komuro, Rev. T., 216, 220 
Koreans, 19, 54-55, 56 
Kualoa Ranch Company, 102, 113-

14 
Kula, Maui, 171-75 
Kurohara (Kawahara) Store, 26 

L. Kwai Yau Store, 36 
Land 

buying and selling of, 4, 12-
13, 65-67, 153 

leasing of, 113 
Language 

I 1 ocano, 1 09 
Japanese, 33, 75, 182-83, 

209-10 
Okinawan, 190, 222-23 
Portuguese, 32 

Lau Vee Chai (nightclub), 242, 
269 

Liliuokalani Junior High School, 
35 

Liquor, 62, 141-42, 258, 273-75 
Livestock 

cattle, 23-24, 26-27 
pigs, 24 

Living conditions 
i n Ka i mu k i , 11 
on plantation, 232-33 

L'Orange, Hans, 137 
Love's Bakery, 253-54 
Lunsford, Jimmy, 265 

McDiarmid, Don, 242, 244, 247, 
248 

McKinley High School, 45 
Malako1e, Oahu, 59 
Malterre, Ernest, Jr. (interviewee) 

as assistant housing adminis­
trator, 65-68 

as assistant personnel direc­
tor, 68 

and Boy Scouts, 50-51 
as cane field supervisor, 

53-56 
and church fair, 48-49 
family of, 2, 4-14, 19, 27-

28, 32-33, 47, 53 
as field worker, 29 
as golf caddy, 36-37 
as pump department worker, 

39-42 
as relief irrigation over­

seer, 56 
as store clerk, 34-35 
during World War II, 58-62 

Malterre Soda Works, 7 
Marriage 

and picture brides, 190, 192-
95 

Japanese customs of, 185-86 
Medical care, 9-10, 141 
Mid-Pacific Institute, 111 
Military 

and effect on Kaaawa, 116-19 
entertainment of, 117 
442nd Infantry Regiment, 149 
training of, 115 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 

116 
Morimoto, Raku (Saka) (inter­

viewee) 
as English teacher, 188, 

230 
family of, 166-71, 175-

79, 182-85, 186-87 
as interpreter, 189, 206-

215, 222-230, 233-36 
as kindergarten teacher, 

186-87 
marriage of, 185-86 

Morita, Yuzuru (interviewee) 
as combat soldier, 1.49-50 
family of, 132-36, 143, 148, 

149, 151 
as irrigation contractor, 

139-43 
as irrigation supervisor, 

145-48, 154 
marriage of, 150-51 

Mules, 25, 54, 55, 138 
Music, 248, 258-59, 262, 264 

instruments, 240, 241, 259-
60. 261 

Puerto Rican, 271-72 

Nakamura, Jiro, 169-70 
National Guard, 51, 58 
Nightclubs, 242, 249, 255, 257, 
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Nightclubs (continued), 
258, 263, 266, 270, 271, 
275, 276 

Oahu Civilian Defense, 58-60 
Oahu Sugar Company, 37-38, 57, 

135, 138, 139,143-44, 153 
pump department, 39-42, 45, 

46, 53 
Oasis (nightclub), 257, 267-68 
Okinawans, 222-23 
Onomea School, 4-5 
Onomea Sugar Company, 2, 12 

Papayas, 24 
Parent Teacher Association (PTA), 

127 
Parker Methodist Church, 121-22 
Parker Ranch, 132 
Pearl City Tavern, 266 
Peddlers, 87, 108 

of Japanese medicine, 92 
Picture brides (see Marriage) 
Plantation camps 

Camp 35, 67 
Camp 36, 61 
Chinese Camp, 54 
Mi 11 Camp, 66 
Pump 4 Camp, 39 
Tanaka Camp, 78 
Spanish Camp, 66 

Plantations, 159 
living conditions on, 232-33 
perquisites, 4, 66 
running away from, 191 
work on, 2, 37, 25-26, 39-42 

Portuguese, 132, 175 
Post office, 93-94 

Hauula Post Office, 123 
Kaaawa Post Office, 124 

Poultry, 2-4 
Prostitution, 195-96, 200 
Pumps, 39 

maintenance of, 40, 42 
steam, 40 
water, 40-41 

Puuko1ii, Maui, 188, 232-33 

Rationing, 61-62, 118 
Recreation 

children's games, 15-18 
dances, 52, 242-44, 266 

movies, 86 
Relationships 

between males and females, 
21-22 

Religion 
church fairs, 47-50 
organizations, 49 
services and observances, 

47-48, 93 
Reno Casino, 242 
River Street Methodist Church, 

178' 180' 185 
Fujinkai (Women's Club), 

176-77 
Roads 

conditions of, 103 
Royal Hawaiian Hotel, 115, 245-

47, 248 

Santos, Charles "Charlie" 
(interviewee) 

as bakery worker, 253-54 
as bandleader, 249, 262-

63' 277' 278 
family of, 238-40, 251-53, 

261, 268-69 
and learning music, 240, 

248 
marriage of, 252 
as musician, 241-50, 255-

63, 265-67, 271-72, 
276-78. 

and working on the Main-
land, 255-56, 268 

Schools (see Education) 
Shrimp ('6pae), 138 
Songs, 248, 249 
Souza, Red, 242 
Sports, 45, 137-38 

baseba 11 , 121 
swimming, 98 

Spreckelsville, Maui, 171 
Stores, 86-87 

credit policies of, 176 
merchandise in, 19-20, 109, 

114, 116 
order takers, 26 
work in, 34-35, 108-10 

Strikes 
effects of, 159 
1946, at Waipahu, 62-65, 

151 
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Sugar cane 
burning of, 57 
and field work, 28-30, 53-57, 

77-78, 79 
future of, 160, 161, 163 
growing of, by contract, 28, 

139-43, 154-56, 190 
and irrigation, 23, 30-32, 

147, 155-56 
and planting, 142 
and productivity, 156-60 
and stumping, 29-30 

Suicide, 205, 211-12, 220 
Susannah Wesley Home, 176-80, 

192-94 
Swanzy Family, 84, 98 

Tajima, Chomei, 208-9 
Takahashi, Tsune, 6 
Taxi dance halls, 242-44 
Telephones, 89, 108 
Tidal waves, 119-20 
Togo, Heihachiro, 231 
Toilet facilities, 5-6 
Tokimasu, Rev. Eisaku, 197, 198 
Toys, 16-18, 73-74 
Transportation, 38, 83, 104 

horses, 175-76 
taxi, 96-97, 110, 123 
train, 39, 44-45, 83 

Unions, 62-65, 152 
musician's, 244 
(see also International Long­
shoremen's and Warehousemen's 
Union) 

Wages, 19, 34, 36, 37, 53, 56, 78, 
136, 140, 146, 155, 238, 240, 
249, 255, 263 

Waialae Golf Course, 36-37, 249 
Waikiki, 246, 247 
Waipahu, 37-39, 42, 47, 58, 65-67, 

137 
Waipahu Continuation School, 52-

53' 143-44 
Waipahu Elementary School, 143 
Water supply, 5, 7, 40-41, 59 
Women 

and defense work, 62 
and field work, 56, 78 

Working conditions 

in cash-and-carry store, 34-
35 

in immigration station, 207-
8 

in Onomea Sugar Company, 12 
in sugar cane fields, 29-31, 

53-54, 55, 56, 57, 140-41, 
143. 162. 169 

in taxi dance halls, 243 
at Waialae Golf Course, 36-

37 
World War II, 58-62, 115, 251, 

254 
and 442nd Infantry Regiment, 

149-50 
and immigration station, 

223-24 

Yonenaka, Edith Kiyoko (inter­
viewee) 

family of, 72-77, 80-85, 
88-89, 91-94, 100-101 

as field worker, 78-79 
as housekeeper, 106, 107, 

108 
marriage of, 121-22 
as postmistress, 123-25 
as salesperson, 125-26 
as store clerk, 109 
as storekeeper, 113-15, 116-

18 
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