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Clean-up worker Sachu Williander yesterday swept mud from a vent at the
BioMedical Science labs, where a worker got leptospiroses on Tuesday.

BioMed
clean-up worker
recovering well

By Julie Grass
Ka Leo Associate News Editor

A University of Hawai'i fac-
ulty member helping with clean-up
efforts at the BioMedical Sciences
building is confirmed to be infected
with leptospirosis.

Several university officials
could not be contacted for comment
yesterday, but Honolulu media has
reported that the faculty member is
recovering well after being hospi-
talized.

Leptospirosis, a bacterial dis-
ease that affects humans and ani-
mals, is caused by exposure to
water contaminated with urine of
infected animals.

Symptoms include high fever,
severe headaches, chills, muscle
aches, vomiting and abdominal
pain. The disease also is sometimes

Growth lets chemicals
into drinking water

By Dawn Fallik
Knight Ridder Newspapers
(KRT)

PHILADELPHIA-- Scientists are
finding trace amounts of drugs, her-
bicides and fragrances — from birth-
control hormones to weed killers — in
the nation’s drinking water. Where once
experts thought the water-filtration pro-
cess would eliminate the chemicals,
new studies have discovered other-
wise.

One water industry investigation
into 18 drinking water plants nation-
wide found the compounds in 14 of
them.

“Initially it was a surprise,” said
Joseph Bella, executive director for
the Passaic Valley Water Commission,
whose plant was the basis of a New
Jersey study. “We’ve completely
changed the way we treat water. And
if that doesn’t work, we’ll find other
technologies.”

The amounts being found are
infinitesimal — in parts per billion or
trillion. A part per billion can be thought
of as one grain of salt in a swim-
ming pool, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency said. But studies on
fish living in streams show that male
and female fish can develop the other
sex’s proteins and organs when there
are endocrine disrupters — from some

flame retardants, birth control pills or
steroids — in the water in parts per bil-
lion.

What is unclear is the effect this
has on humans, if any. “We need to
expand the task there,” said Christian
Daughton, who heads the environmental
chemistry branch at the EPA’s National
Exposure Research Laboratory. “But
the point is that no organism is exposed
to one toxicant at a time. What’s hap-
pening here involves multiple chemi-
cals at a time, and naturally occurring
toxic chemicals as well.”

There were no studies being done
on the health effects of chronic exposure
to the compound cocktail, according to
officials from the EPA, the Food and
Drug Administration and the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention.
They say they need to figure out which
chemicals are appearing, and where,
before deciding what to focus on.

However, the American Water
‘Works Research Association in Denver,
which funded the nationwide drinking
water plant survey, is conducting a two-
year study on the health effects of the
chemicals.

“We have two choices: We can sit
around and do nothing, or we can take
what we have — a basic understanding
of the fundamental risks — and work
with a team of toxicologists and find
out where we would find effects and at

what levels,” said Shane Snyder, a proj-
ect manager with the Southern Nevada
Water Authority and head of the water
works association’s study. The study is
expected to be completed in 2006.

One facet of the investigation looks
not only at the drinking water risk, but
at how it compares with similar risks
from other products — for example,
additives in food and chemicals in the
air.

“We have what we get from air,
what we eat, from skin contact, and
that’s part of the question,” Snyder
said. “What is the realm of possible
exposure.”

Part of the problem is popula-
tion growth. People drink and flush
and wash, and the water has to go
somewhere — and mostly it goes into
the sewer system, into the wastewater
treatment plant, and then into a river or
stream. Drinking water plants take up
water from the rivers and streams, treat
it then send it into the taps.

Many drinking water officials say
they do not specifically test for organic
wastewater contaminants because the
testing is expensive — about $1,000
per sample — and because there is no
requirement by the EPA to do so.

(¢) 2004, The Philadelphia
Inquirer: Distributed by Knight Ridder/
Tribune Information Services.

Clean-up worker
gets leptospirosis

mistaken for less serious ailments.

Leptospirosis can be treated
with antibiotics, which are most
effective during the early stage of
the disease. If left untreated, kidney
damage, meningitis, liver failure
and even death can result.

UH Manoa Health Services
and the State Department of Health
sent out warnings regarding lepto-
spirosis after the Halloween week-
end flood that damaged several
buildings on campus.

According to the Honolulu
Advertiser, Hawai'i has reported
500 cases of leptospirosis, resulting
in seven deaths in the past decade.

On average, Hawai'i has 44 cases
a year, and most cases have been
linked to the Waipi'o River on the
Big Island. Most cases on O'ahu
have been attributed to Kapena
Falls/Nu'uanu and Kahana Stream.
Cases of lectospirosis have
been reported worldwide, but tend
to prevail in temperate or tropical
climates. Those who often get the
disease include campers, farmers,
fish workers, veterinarians, sewer
workers and military personnel.
The Centers for Disease
Control and prevention advise
wearing protective clothing and
shoes to prevent getting infected.

Results show
Bush won Ohio

By Steven Thomma
Knight Ridder Newspapers
(KRT)

WASHINGTON — Ohio coun-
ties certified election results
yesterday showing that President
Bush won the pivotal battleground
state Nov. 2 and with it a second
term.

But the certification didn’t yet
seal the results, and disgruntled
groups alleging vote fraud plan
to contest the statewide result and
demand a recount. One coalition
of disgruntled voters and interest
groups plans to seek a recount.
Another plans to file a lawsuit with
the state Supreme Court on Thursday
contesting Bush’s victory.

Despite these challenges and
rampant charges on the Internet that
Republicans stole the election for
Bush in Ohio — there’s no proof
of fraud, and there’s no reason yet
to think the election will be over-
turned.

Consider Democratic presiden-
tial candidate John Kerry, who con-
ceded Ohio and the election Nov.
3 after his aides concluded there
was no reasonable chance for him
to overturn Bush’s margin there of
136,000 votes, refuses to join the
challenges.

“We haven’t seen any evi-
dence to suggest that the outcome
of the election would change,”
Kerry spokesman David Wade said.
Kerry’s campaign has filed one legal
brief, but it argues only that if there
is a recount, it should include all
Ohio counties. It doesn’t call for a
recount.

A federal judge has blocked
efforts to start a recount quickly;
any recount wouldn’t start until Dec.
11. That would leave only about
24 hours to find enough invalid
votes to reverse Bush’s victorv in

Ohio before the state’s presidential
electors vote for him on Dec. 13,
which would seal his re-election.
Official results from the state’s 88
counties were sent Wednesday to
Secretary of State Ken Blackwell.
He’s expected to certify the tally
Dec. 6 showing that Bush won the
state.

The Green and Libertarian par-
ties, whose candidates each polled
less than 1 percent in Ohio — are
seeking a recount.

“There were widespread reports
of irregularities,” said Blair Bobier,
an Oregon attorney for the Green
Party. “They range from computer
glitches that recorded more votes
for George Bush than there were
registered voters to people attempt-
ing to vote for one candidate and
the screen showing they voted for
another candidate.”

The machine that showed more
votes for Bush than the number of
registered voters was in Franklin
County.

A spokesman for Blackwell’s
office said the problem was detected
and corrected. The votes weren’t
counted. Touch-screen machines
show the final vote before recording
it so that voters have a chance to
correct mistakes.

Yet Bobier said some voters
weren’t able to correct their mis-
takes because they got incorrect
instructions from poll workers or
gave up and left the wrong votes on
the machines.

One goal of a recount would
be to examine 93,000 ballots that
were spoiled or discarded for other
reasons. “Without a recount, those
won’t get counted at all,” Bobier
said. Another would be to ensure
that problems are detected and cor-
rected before the elections in 2006.

Distributed by Knight Ridder/
Tribune Information Services.
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‘Jaguar’
examines
myth making

By Sabrina Favors
Ka Leo Senior Staff Writer

In the Mayan culture, reli-
gious men were called “jaguar
priests.” But you won’t find any
of them in “Jaguar Priests: Our
Culture is a Myth.”

“Jaguar Priests” is an origi-
nal production by Cristian E.
Ellauri (Cee), who is working
toward his Master’s in Fine Arts
in Directing. “Jaguar Priests” is
his thesis project. It has two acts
and an intermission. It’s playing
tonight till Saturday at 8 p.m.
and on Sunday, Dec. 5 at 2 p.m.
in the Earle Ernst Lab Theatre.
A post-show rap-up follows the
Dec. 3 performance.

The play presents the devel-
opment of our culture through
the lens of Biblical myth. It
starts with the shift from hunting
and gathering, to agriculture and
the development in language, to
the Industrial Revolution. Two
fools and a “Fool-in-Training”
(FIT), narrate the play and keep
the beat.

Adam and Eve are innova-
tive thinkers in the play, who
introduce the idea of writing and
settling in the Fertile Crescent.
In the second act, they return to
develop more efficient machines
for separating wool and initiating
assembly-line production. Their
families aren’t convinced and
the couple leaves their home to
implement their ideas with a ser-
pentine man named Gotti. In the
next scenes it is their sons Cain
and Abel who must deal with the
consequences of their parent’s
ideas.

In the first act, they mimic
the Biblical myth and Cain mur-
ders Abel out of jealously. In the
second act, there is a slight twist
to the old idea, which speaks
more of redemption.

Cain and Abel live in
Babylon and later in a modern
city as the heirs to a huge cor-
poration, Global One. Despite
the range of time, from 3113
B.C. t0 2012 A.D., and the range

“Penny Arcade,” by Child’s Play creators Mike Krahulik and Jerry
Holkins, can be found at www.penny-arcade.com
New comics are available every two days. Last year, the charity raised
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Gamers raise money for ill children

By Jason Ubay
Ka Leo Staff Writer

With the media accusing video
games of being too violent and con-
tributing to the end of civilization, it
might be hard for some to imagine
gamers helping less fortunate chil-
dren during the holidays. However,
a charity called Child’s Play is doing
just that, holding their second annual
toy drive and dinner/auction on Dec.
9. Donations will be given to chil-
dren’s hospitals all over the United
States.

Founders Mike Krahulik and
Jerry Holkins, writers of the online
comic strip “Penny Arcade,” wanted
to show the world that video games

do not cause violence, and that some-

thing positive can come out of them.
Last year’s drive brought in more
than $250,000 worth of toys and
video games to 190,000 ill children
at the Seattle Children’s Hospital.

This year, the charity has expand-

ed to include Oakland’s Children’s
Hospital, San Diego Children’s
Hospital, Texas Children’s Hospital

and the Children’s National Medical
Center.

Child’s Play is working in con-
junction with Amazon.com, which
has set up various wish lists with the
preceding hospitals. To donate, just
choose an item on the wish list, and it
will be automatically delivered to the
hospital.

Donations are accepted by anyone,
including major corporations such as
Nokia, Microsoft, Rerouted, Cerulean
Studios and Popcap.

Even though Child’s Play is trying
to combat the negative image of gam-

ers portrayed in the media, Child’s
Play would still take donations from
developers of violent video games,
such as Rock Star, makers of the
“Grand Theft Auto” series.

“A gift of Dr. Seuss books is a
gift of Dr. Seuss books, whether the
money used to purchase those books
came from Rock Star or Disney,” said
Mike Fehlauer, one of the creator’s of
Child’s Play, in an e-mail response.

“We also accept donations of
product for our fundraiser dinner
auction — the attendees for this this
event are adult gamers, and would

surely make a high bid for something
like a signed copy of Grand Theft
Auto San Andreas.”

If you would like to make a dona-
tion, visit www.childsplaycharity.
org. They will be accepting donations
until Christmas.

There’s also an online auction for
original artwork and prints of some of
the Penny Arcade comics. Visit www.
penny-arcade.com/cp_auction
.php for a list of what’s available. All
proceeds from the auctions will go
directly to Child’s Play.

See Myth, page 7
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POINTCOUNTERPOINT

Advice to the Opposition
Democratic defeat

Republican fold
needs to weigh
its convictions

By Sebastian Blanco
Ka Leo Staff Columnist

The best advice I can give to
Republicans — or anyone — is to
be willing to have your viewpoints
attacked. Take the time to talk about
them and you will strengthen them.

Far too often, the message from

only aid terrorists for they erode
our national unity and diminish our
resolve” — and they show that the
Bush Administration is none too
keen on people speaking up. Why
not? What’s great about a world
where no one asks questions?

I advise republicans to ask ques-
tions just as pointed and poignant as

€€ | advise Republicans to

ask questions just as point-

ed and poignant as the ones

some on the left have been

asking for years.

the leaders of the Republican party
(who, obviously, are miles away
from Republican voters in terms of
income level) is that dissent is unpa-
triotic. The examples are every-
where — from President Bush’s old
chestnut “you’re either with us or
against us” to the dearly departed
Attorney General Ashcroft’s “to
those who scare peace-loving peo-
ple with phantoms of lost liberty,
my message is this: Your tactics

’

the ones some on the left have been
asking for years. For example, I’d
like to hear a Republican ask, “How
our president can have a pro-life
policy when he’s responsible for
the deaths of thousands of people?”
From his time as governor of Texas
to his sending our troops unneces-
sarily to the meat grinder of Iraq, he

See Left, page 5
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calls for re-evaluation

By Andrew Walden
Contributing Writer

With the exception of Jimmy
Carter’s 1976 victory over Gerald
Ford, no Democrat has won a
presidential election with a major-
ity popular vote since 1964. One
might expect Democrats to do
some serious thinking with John
Kerry’s failure coming on the
heels of such a long string of loss-
es, but all we hear are excuses and
arrogance such as, “the American
people are idiots.”

Democratic defeats continue,
insulated from critical self-eval-
uation by this derisive attitude
toward the American majority.
Because of this, 28 years later,
two old ideas from Jimmy Carter’s
victory still dominate Democrat
thinking and ensure Democrat
defeat. These are “Vietnam” and
“Watergate.”

The “Vietnam” idea says the
evil American imperialists are
militarily intervening against the
poor, oppressed people of the
Third World, who are fighting for
their freedom. By this concept,
American military action creates
more resistance than it eliminates.
Thus, all wars are “quagmires.”
Any who fight America “have a
point.”

That didn’t fit with Americans
liberating Bosnia from Slobodan
Milosevic’s genocide. It didn’t fit
with the liberation of Afghanistan
from the Taliban. Try as the left
might, the liberation of Iraq from
Saddam’s killing machine is also
being shown not to fit. The terror-
ists we are fighting are extreme
right wing forces who seek to
dominate populations through per-
petual warfare, gaining personal
power and wealth. The terrorists
are true warmongers. American
soldiers are the revolutionary
freedom fighters — not the other
way around.

The Democrats’ “Watergate”
idea is that everything is a con-
spiracy: politicians and the gov-
ernment are engaged in criminal
acts and cover-ups, and it all must
be continually investigated.

That idea was represented in
the presidential campaign by the
slogan, “Bush lied” and by Michael
Moore’s “Fahrenheit 9/11.” To
pitch the “Watergate” idea, Moore
resorted to lies and conspiracy
theories that Bush and “his Saudi
buddies” worked through the
“Carlysle Corporation” to give
Osama bin Laden a “four month
head start.”

Americans don’t fall for such
cheap propaganda tricks. We also
recognize that not finding weap-
ons of mass destruction does not
automatically equate to lying
about their presence. We see gross
hypocrisy in claiming “Bush lied”
about Iraqgi WMD while support-
ing John Kerry, who made nearly
identical pre-war statements about
the dangers of Iraqi WMD.

had a long

It led to the dismantling of many
dependency-creating New Deal
and Great Society welfare entitle-
ment programs.

The British Labour Party
underwent a similar self-exami-
nation after Margaret Thatcher’s
Conservatives thumped them
again and again at the polls while
privatizing government owned
industries, eliminating wasteful
subsidies and chipping away at
welfare entitlements that almost
bankrupted the UK. The result
is Tony Blair’s New Labour in
power.

Some may argue that Bill
Clinton’s Democratic Leadership
Council represents the kernel of
such a transformation. Clinton did
not create an ideological heritage
for Democrats as Ronald Reagan
has for republicans. Clinton’s first
major initiative, nationalizing
the health care system through
“Hillary Care” was stopped cold.
Clinton’s domestic policy achieve-
ments such as welfare reform and
debt reduction were forced on him

epublicans
€6 The terrorists are the

true warmongers. American

soldiers are the revolutionary

freedom fighters — not the

other way around.

drought once, beginning in 1932
with the election of Franklin D.
Roosevelt. The thought process,
created by Republican efforts to
regain the electoral initiative,
eventually led to the small-govern-
ment, free-market conservatism
of Ronald Reagan—and Reagan’s
victory over Jimmy Carter in
1980. This thinking reshaped the
Republican Party’s core beliefs.

) B

by growing Republican majorities
in Congress.

The recent Kerry campaign
was not a manifestation of new
Democrat thinking. Kerry’s cam-
paign was an empty vessel filled
by Michael Moore and Howard
Dean’s pandering to extreme left
ideologies vastly overrepresent-

See Right, page 5
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Left: Who's
responsible?

Right: Find new grounds

From page 4

From page 4

our troops unnecessarily to the
meat grinder of Irag, he seems
more like a pro-death kind of guy.

I’dalsoliketohear Republicans
ask why no one has taken respon-
sibility for the mistakes the party
(led by the Project for the New
American Century Neo-Cons) has
made in international foreign pol-
icy. After 9/11, the world showed
us an outpouring of grief and sup-
port. Now, after the Iraq blunder
and the presidential election, the
world goes to sorryeverybody.com
and tells us they’re sorry we’re
all stuck with Bush for another
four years. I think it would serve
Republicans well to examine this.

Oh, and please, Mr. and Mrs.
Republican, stop repeating the trite
talk you hear on the news. Speak
from the heart. Look deep into
yourself and ask if your party’s
anti-gay platform really squares
with your personal beliefs.

I’m told time and again that
there’s some connection between
Christianity and the right — even
thought the Pope frowned on the
Iraq war — and I know the Bible
preaches a lot about loving other
people. Sure, there is some stuff
in the Old Testament about not
eating pork and about men in bed
with men and not working on the
Sabbath, but isn’t it still OK to
love gays, people who eat hot dogs
and work on Sunday (or Saturday,
whatever)? Does your faith really
teach you to deny happiness to
others? Is that what you want it to
teach? I’d like to see Republicans
examine these issues themselves.

Currently, I'd like to advise
Republicans against siding with
the president and continuing to say
this war in Iraq is a good thing.
None of our reasons for invading
that country — except for taking
Saddam out of power — have
panned out. The Iraqi people are
not free (the country is under mar-
tial law); Iraq never posed a threat
to the United States, and Saddam
didn’t have ties to al Quaeda. And
what did it take for us to learn all
this? Too much. The Washington
Post has an amazing site dedicated
to the fallen soldiers of the Iraq
war:  www.washingtonpost.com/
wp-srv/world/irag/casualties/
facesofthefallen.htm).

Somewhere between 14,000
and 100,000 Iraqi civilians have
been killed because of our inva-
sion. Is this the type of action you,
as a Republican, support? Isn’t it
time to say the war was wrong? My
advice is that you do.

I understand that these issues
are complex, and that there may
not be simple answers to these
questions. My advice, then, is just
to open the door a little crack. We
need to have a civil conversation
in this country about our national
priorities. Raising questions and
bringing up inconvenient facts is
onlv the beginning.

by Michael Moore and Howard
Dean’s pandering to extreme
left ideologies vastly overrepre-
sented on college campuses and
in network newsrooms — and
blessedly underrepresented in the
“real world.” Having said that, it
should be noted that Kerry was a
very effective candidate running
against a sometimes-less-than-
articulate president, handicapped
further by job loss and war.
Kerry’s defeat was not caused by
any campaign tactic or maneu-
ver; it is the failure of the core
ideas of the Democratic Party
— “Vietnam” and “Watergate”
— to resonate with American
voters, even under what should
have been optimal conditions for
Democratic victory.

Democrats ensconced in a
university, Hawai‘i government
office or media newsroom may be
so surrounded by other Democrats
in denial, that they fail to recog-
nize the symptoms. Those who
say Americans are fear driven
idiots are in denial. The state-
ment is also a poor reflection on
them. Usually this attitude stays
buried in the Democratic base,
but this year it reached the top,
with Kerry constantly touting his
“more intelligent” plan for win-
ning the war on terror.

Newsweek quotes Kerry as
saying, “I can’t believe I am los-

ing to this idiot.” Kerry’s obvious
arrogance was no help in win-
ning the election, but it was not
a feature of his personality as
much as a feature of his lack of
ideas and arguments. New York
Times columnist Maureen Dowd
calls the victorious Bush-Cheney
campaign “a jihad in America ...
(based on) ..., fear, intolerance,
ignorance and religious rule.”
These are the words of those who
have no case to present.

The brittle arrogance of
Kerry, Dowd and many others
who lead the Democratic Party
lets them continue to feel superior
defeat after defeat — and allows
them to stay on top of their shrink-
ing Democratic base. This empty
prattle blocks Democrats trying
to honestly re-evaluate their par-
ty’s direction. As a republican, |
shouldn’t mind watching the other
party twist in the wind, but as an
American, I know the importance
of the two-party system.

I urge Democrats to study
the example of the British Labour
Party and read the speeches of
Ronald Reagan in the 1970s, as
he prepared for his eventual 1980
victory. Use this history to guide
the creation of a new ideologi-
cal core. It is long past due for
Democrats to stop trying to sell
a failed political model based on
“Vietnam” and “Watergate.” The
American voter isn’t buying it.
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Myth: ‘We
are the
makers of
myth.’

From page 3

locations, no scene takes place
among the Mayan culture.

This was a deliberate move by
Cee. The set is designed as a Mayan
calendar, which “goes beyond cul-
ture,” said Cee, and sets a framework
for the play. Symbols are painted
on the vaguely spiraling platforms.
Cee, and the fools, explain that the
Mayan calendar began with the year
3113 B.C. and ends with 2012 A.D.
He adds that we are entering a time
where everyone is considered a jag-
uar priest according to the Mayan
culture.

“Hopefully, everyone (in the audi-
ence) will get the sense that they’re
jaguar priests. We are the makers of
myth,” Cee says.

“We are makers of myth, we are
dreamers of purpose,” is the unifying
theme throughout the play. The fools
repeat the lines in the start and end of
the play, bringing the story full circle.

The Mayan calendar and the play
are about the cycle of civilization,
explained Cee. The same characters
play Adam, Eve, Abel and Cain in
the two acts. And though Adam and
Eve make the same mistake, the con-
sequences are different.

A rhythm is kept throughout
the performance, primarily from a
drum played by one of the fools.
Movement across the stage includes
solid pounds of the staff onto the
floor, stomping, dance-like fight
scenes and jumping from one plat-
form to another. The effect would
seem harsher and angular, but is
fluid, especially with the music and
singing threaded through the play. It
is not overdone and adds to the atmo-
sphere.

Cee has used the effect of singing,
free-styling and rhythm in his previ-
ous production, “Chase: A Hip-Hop
Theatre Production” from 2003. In
“Jaguar Priests,” Cee engages the
audiences again, drawing them into
the story.

The two fools and FIT are situ-
ated, for most of the play, in a niche
suspended just above the entrance.
In the prologue of the story, actors
move around the audience, respond-
ing to the fools’ statements about
“once upon a time.” This occurs two
other times later in the play, but for
shorter periods of time, and not as
thoroughly as in the beginning of the
play.

Cee explained that “Jaguar
Priests” is a collaborative piece. In
order to make a deadline, the cast
helped him to finish the script. He
encouraged the actors to improvise,
and said that free-styling allows them
to “go off on ideas.” It gives them the
freedom to express themselves.

“The whole idea of the play is
that the audience (members) are
jaguar priests. The actors and audi-
ence are the same,” said Cee. “We
are having a conversation. We are all
actors.”

Cee wants to encourage the audi-
ence to create a new myth that will
lead us to sustainability, so that we
will take care of the earth — and
each other.

by Jason Ordenstein
Ka Leo Staff Writer

“Wake up! Time to Die!”

The distorted trance of a
crumbling future is unveiled
through the drifting eye of an
unnamed spectator. In this unfor-
giving dystopian landscape,
pillars of flame spiral upwards
to the heavens, as if they were
seeking a respite from the city
below.

These are the first images
from one of the most influential
and thought-provoking science-
fiction visions to emerge from
any art form: “Blade Runner.”
The unnamed eye serves as our
window into this alternate future
world on the verge of collapse.
This is visual movie-making at
its finest.

“Blade Runner” is direc-
tor Ridley Scott’s masterpiece.
He had already demonstrated
a distinctive cinematic style
with his previous film, “Alien.”
In “Alien,” along with H.R.
Giger’s concept and production
design, he co-created a vision
of organic doom so evocative of
our deepest subconscious fears
that all other story and character
flaws of that movie could eas-
ily be overlooked. With “Blade

Runner,” he managed to meld
his vision with a story deep and
layered enough to match it.

The main character in this
film is Rick Deckard (Harrison
Ford), a sleuth/hunter who is
brought out of retirement to
terminate a group of escaped
androids called Replicants.

The Replicants are led by Roy
(Rutgur Hauer), an android of
superior strength and intelli-
gence. These androids are of a
new “Nexus 6” model and have
been dubbed to be “more human
than human.”

Although Deckard is the main
character, it is Roy who shim-
mers. He burns with more life
than any of the human inhabit-
ants of the dark Metropolis.

Deckard uses an emotional
response test, called a Voight-
Kampf test, to discern whether
someone is human or nonhuman.
Replicants all possess memories
that were implanted in them.
They all possess false childhoods
that never happened. What is
strange is how this film plays a
giant Voight-Kampf test on you,
the viewer.

Watching this film is like
observing a strange dream-reel
of manufactured childhood
memories. It is for you to decide

whether you pass your own
Voight-Kampf test.

The plot has often been criti-
cized for being weak. It resembles
a simple western or film-noir
crime thriller, but it is not, nor
was it intended to be the main
focal point of the movie.

Cinema is a visual art form. It
is the depiction of reality through
images and sound. That is exactly
what this movie achieves.

Through this simple storyline,
the audience is wholly absorbed
into a world that consumes us.
The Replicants, Roy in particular,
merely want what we all want.
Wherever we go, we are always
hunted by the specter of death.
We are left pondering the same
questions that cultures through-
out human history have struggled

‘Blade Runner’ excels
in visuals, falls in plot

with: Why are we here? Who cre-
ated us, and for what purpose?
How much is a lifetime, and how
much do we have to “live” to be
satisfied?

At the conclusion of the movie,
we are left with lingering ques-
tions that slip gently through our
fingers. At the conclusion of our
lives, our accumulated memories
might forever drift away into
nothing — who really knows.

This cinematic world contin-
ues to burn over a fading sea of
a thousand half-visions, shin-
ing ever brighter into a dim and
uncertain future.

“It’s too bad she won’t live!
But then again, who does?!”

“Blade Runner” is available at
Sinclair Library.
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“Pack the House” set for Saturday

A “Pack the House” campaign
has been announced for the Saturday
football game against Michigan State
at Aloha Stadium Dec. 4 at 6:35 p.m.

UH students will receive
a free ticket to the game by showing
their valid UH ID card at the Stan
Sheriff Box Office. The Chancellor’s
office has arranged for bus transpor-
tation to the game. The bus leaves
from Dole Street in front of Gateway
House at 4 p.m. and will leave the
stadium 30 minutes after the game,
returning to Gateway for drop off.
Sign up sheets will be posted, and
students can call Student Housing at
956-5052 to reserve a seat.

Fans who have tickets are encour-
aged to attend or to pass them on
to someone who is able to attend
so all seats are filled. Special ticket
promotions are in place for unsold
sections in the stadium. Those offers
are only available at the Stan Sheriff
Box Office until 4 p.m. Friday. They
include:

Football season ticket holders will
be charged $20 for red and yellow
sideline seats (regular $35), $15 for
South end zone seats ( regular $30)

and $10 for North end zone seats
(regular $22).

Fans who are not season ticket
holders can receive a $10 discount by
bringing a toy for the “Toys for Tots”
campaign to the Stan Sheriff Center
when purchasing their tickets.

Families with children 4-18 years
of age are able to purchases their tick-
ets for $7 (regular $17) in the North
end zone.

Manoa Maniacmembers will have
the opportunity to participate in a spe-
cial promotional activity for a chance
to win a $1,000 scholarship.

The first 10,000 fans to enter the
stadium will receive free Warrior
trading cards featuring seniors on the
team. This is the fourth of four sets,
provided by KKEA radio.

ESPN2 to broadcast Michigan
State-Hawai‘i game

The University of Hawai‘i foot-
ball game against Michigan State on
Dec. 4 will be televised on ESPN2.
Kickoff is scheduled for 6:35 p.m.

The Warriors are 5-1 at home this
season. It will be UH’s fifth appear-
ance on national/regional television
this year, with all four being road
games.

Commentary

Big East shot less than sure

By David Whitley
The Orlando Sentinel

(KRT) — BCS stinks. BCS stinks.
BCS stinks.

There, we got that out of the way.
Hating the Bowl Championship
Series has become such a way of life,
dissenters should probably move to
Canada.

At the risk of being deported, I’ve
never thought that the BCS is the root
of all evil. But one obvious flaw has
surfaced.

Can anyone explain why the Big
East has an automatic bid?

At this point, at least one reader
invariably asks, “What’s the BCS, and
why should I care?”” The BCS is too
complicated to fully explain here. But
you should care because if America
can’t come up with an undisputed
football champion, how are we really
any different than Ukraine?

It would help if all candidates were
qualified. The Big East gets one of
six automatic bids to a big bowl. That
made sense when it had Miami and
Virginia Tech. Now they are in the
Atlantic Coast Conference, and the
Big East looks like the Beatles if Paul
and John had left for a better TV deal.

Anyone want to watch Ringo play
the Fiesta Bowl?

That would actually be Pittsburgh,
where Coach Walt Harris spent most
of the season trying not to get fired.
The Panthers could go 7-4 and still
end up in Tempe. That’s a nice trick,
considering they haven’t beaten a top-
15 team and lost to the team formerly
known as Nebraska.

No wonder Texas Coach Mack
Brown feels so persecuted. It’s one
thing to lose out to Oklahoma. It’s
another to get aced out by a team that
needed overtime to beat Furman.

“I think you have to be careful
about singling out any conference
on a single-year basis,” said BCS
Coordinator Kevin Weiberg.

This isn’t a one-year thing. The Big
East roster reads like Auburn’s non-
conference schedule. Ruteers’ main

claim to fame the past 25 years is 1983
grad James Gandolfini. He did some
ads promoting the football program.
Even Tony Soprano couldn’t help the
Scarlet Knights.

UConn? Does Rebecca Lobo play
quarterback?

Cincinnati and USF are joining
next year. If that’s the cavalry, you
don’t want to be a settler.

West Virginia has a decent pro-
gram. And Louisville is joining next
year. But if those are your marquee
names, you’re still a triple flea-flicker
away from being the SEC, Big Ten,
Pac-10, Big 12 or ACC.

With Miami and Virginia Tech
gone, Big East attendance dipped
below 40,000 fans a game this year.
Maurice Clarett had that many tutors
at Ohio State.

As far as the bowls are concerned,
the Big East representative is going to
become the Christmas fruitcake. You
think the Sugar or Orange or Fiesta
bowls want to pay $14 million for
the right to welcome a few thousand
Louisville fans to town?

Is there any relief in sight?

“I"'m not terribly optimistic,” said
Mountain West Commissioner Craig
Thompson.

His rising league has as much
claim to an automatic bid as the Big
East. But the BCS is all about protect-
ing turf. The Big East got there first,
and there’s no way it is going to vol-
untarily leave the money trough.

The only hope is a review system
for automatic qualifiers. Nobody
knows how it will work. Hopefully,
alumni success in HBO dramas won’t
be a factor.

The BCS is supposed to start dis-
cussing the details next year. Just don’t
expect any change for at least a few
years.

“We can only worry about us,”
Thompson said. “But certainly for this
year, the contracts are in place.”

Too bad we can’t take one out on
the Big East’s bid. Even Tony Soprano
would OK that hit.

WAG-honored libero
sidelined by fracture

‘Bows to face
Buffs tonight

Ka Leo Staff

University of Hawai‘i starting
libero Ashley Watanabe will be
out for the remainder of the sea-
son after breaking her right hand
during Tuesday’s practice in Ft.
Collins, Colo., as the ‘Bows pre-
pare for their NCAA Tournament
first-round match against
Colorado.

The junior out of Aiea, O‘ahu,
suffered a spiral fracture to her
fourth metacarpal.

Watanabe earned second team
all-Western Athletic Conference
honors this year, averaging 4.22
digs per game this season. She is
third on the team in service aces
(25), and has played in 102 of
Hawai‘i’s 108 games this season.
Of the ‘Bows 28 matches this
season, Watanabe has started 27 at
libero.

The Rainbow Wahine (28-0)
will take on the Colorado Buffs
(14-13) at 2 p.m. today. The
match will be broadcast live both
on television by KFVE and on
the radio by KKEA 1420-AM.
The winner of the match will face
the winner of tonight’s Purdue/
Colorado State match tomorrow at
4 p.m. Hawai‘i Time.

The ‘Bows hold a 3-0 record
over the Buffs, and they boast a
32-7 all-time record against Big
12 competition.
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UH starting libero Ashley Watanabe will not play for the remainder of the sea-
son after suffering a broken right hand during Tuesday’s practice in Colorado.

Owens changes it up

JAMM AQUINO e Ka Leo 0 Hawai'i

Sara Lind of Honolulu and one-year-old Logan Scully drop some change into the Salvation Army bucket
held by Rainbow Warrior Chad Owens outside Safeway on Beretania last Tuesday night.




