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Introduction

Election season is around the corner in one of the world’s oldest democratic alliances. In November 2024,
Americans will choose between a former Republican President and an incumbent Democrat Vice President.
In May 2025, Filipinos will go to polling precincts for the midterm elections, which are considered a
referendum on the first three years of the sitting presidential administration.

China surfaces as the most critical challenge for the United States. More or less, both Donald Trump and
Joseph Biden shared the same views on China albeit with differences in rhetoric and delivery. It is expected
that Kamala Harris will build on Biden’s policies and will thread the same track should she win the race to
the White House.

It had been a common staple among observers to predict which candidate would be more beneficial or
detrimental vis-a-vis their country’s national interest. In the Philippines, any Filipino would look at US
elections exactly this way. But what can the Philippines realistically expect from the US presidential
elections in the context of their alliance? | argue that what the Philippines should expect and work hard for
is consistent bipartisan support from both Republicans and Democrats for all its intended defense and
foreign policy priorities where the alliance is crucial.

While the American presidency is at the center of the country’s foreign policy, the US Congress plays a very
crucial role in ensuring that any American president’s objectives and priorities abroad are tangibly realized.
Thus, any bipartisan effort in the US Congress to counter China’s malign influence is beneficial for the Indo-
Pacific region, especially for the Philippines.

Bipartisan force against China

US Senator Marco Rubio registered a bill that authorizes the President to impose sanctions on “Chinese
individuals and entities that participate in certain activities related to China’s territorial disputes in the
South China Sea and the East China Sea.” In June 2021, the US Senate passed a $250 billion bill to bolster
America’s industrial and scientific competitiveness against China, with the 68-to-32 Senate vote signaling
growing bipartisan support for strategic competition with Beijing.

In September 2024, the US House of Representatives approved a “sweeping package” of bipartisan
legislation that aims to counter China’s malign influence. The package’s provisions include banning Chinese-
made drones, limiting the US market access for China-linked biotech companies, strengthening sanctions,
deepening ties with Asian countries, reviewing the alarming rate of Chinese US farmland procurement and
preventing and penalizing entities involved in spying at American universities and institutes.

There was also bipartisan support for legislative measures that sought to solidify Taiwan’s defense, review
Hong Kong’s US Economic and Trade Offices, and target Confucius Institutes. In addition, should the
“Countering the PRC Malign Influence Fund Authorization Act,” which passed in the US House of
Representatives, pass in the Senate, it would earmark five years of funding totaling $1.63 billion for
advancing anti-China narratives
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"The Philippines
possesses vast
reserves of nickel
and cobalt but
lacks the necessary
technology to
process and refine
them into battery
precursors like
China... [T]his is
the right
opportunity for the
two countries to
put critical
minerals as an
additional pillar of
their alliance and
start negotiations
for a potential
critical minerals
agreement within
IPEF...Having the
Philippines as a
source market for
critical minerals
would lessen US
dependency on
China. "

Meanwhile, the US Senate passed the “Intergovernmental Critical Minerals Task Force Act,” a bipartisan
legislative measure that aims to reduce America’s reliance on China and adversarial nations for critical
minerals through safeguarding supply chains, increasing domestic production, seeking alternative sources,
and investing in recycling technology. Critical minerals are important in the production of military and clean
energy equipment, and both the United States and Japan depend on China, the world’s largest exporter of
critical minerals.

Growing bipartisan consensus on the need to counter China is fertile ground for Philippine officials to win
tangible commitments from US policymakers on maintaining and expanding the alliance.

Ways forward

Both the Philippines and the United States. see the value of continuity and consistency. As a lesson learned,
any whimsical shift in domestic politics could derail mutual goals. US expectations hold that the anarchy of
dynastic politics in the Philippines will not undo the progress made to revitalize the alliance, while the
Philippines expects that whoever sits in the White House, Democrats and Republicans in Congress, will
support foreign policy commitments to key US allies.

Moving forward, it is crucial for the two countries to work on issues that transcend partisan politics.

1. The allies must work together to make the Philippines a credible hub for regional supply chains and
high-quality investments in Southeast Asia. The Philippines possesses vast reserves of nickel and cobalt
but lacks the necessary technology to process and refine them into battery precursors like China.
However, the 2022 US Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) has implications for a US-Philippines partnership on
critical minerals, as the Philippine extractive industry is heavily dependent on carbon energy. The IRA
requires clean energy use and comprehensive labor rights standards in production industries before the
US government could sign onto any trade agreement. Thus, this is the right opportunity for the two
countries to put critical minerals as an additional pillar of their alliance and start negotiations for a
potential critical minerals agreement within the US Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity
(IPEF). This new pillar would help the Philippines improve its industrial processes and expand from
merely extracting critical minerals to processing them as well. Having the Philippines as a source
market for critical minerals would lessen US dependency on China.

2. Both allies must cultivate the growing interest of US businesses in investing in the Philippines. In this
line of effort, the Philippines must leverage its human capital development initiatives, institute
economic reforms (e.g., change the economic charter, implement the ten-point economic agenda, and
better utilize sovereign investment funds), and gradually but continuously shift to cleaner energy.

3. The two allies must also deepen dialogues on oil and gas exploration-related investments and
shipbuilding cooperation prospectively at Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement (EDCA) sites.
Attracting American defense contractors to do business in EDCA sites holds the potential for a massive
transfer of technological knowledge and a major boost to local economic activity. This is in line with the
mutual goals of the allies to ensure that projects or developments in EDCA sites will benefit the local
community while at the same time laying the groundwork for the formation and development of
defense industries in the Philippines.

Mr. Robert Joseph P. Medillo, Associate Professor at National Defense College of the Philippines and an Adjunct
Lecturer at the Department of International Studies of De La Salle University, can be contacted at
robertjoseph.medillo@gmail.com.
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