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The Filipino Federation of America, Inc. was a mutual aid organization that 
was founded in Los Angeles in 1925 and brought to Hawaii in 1928. It was the 
subject of much discussion and debate among the Filipinos in Hawaii and in the 
larger community, particularly in the thirties during the peak of its popularity. 
Leaders of the Filipino community denounced the organization; members of the 

larger community, on the other hand, accepted it as a “peculiar” part of Philippine 
culture and assumed that the Filipinos brought the organization with them to 
Hawaii. The Federation declined rapidly after the war, but it continued to attract 
the interest of Hawaii’s community even after its founder and president, Hilario 

Camino Moncado, died in 1956 and up until the early sixties, when his widow, 

Diana Toy Moncado passed away. 

The controversy about the Federation centered essentially on the fact that 
its members held and promoted the belief that Hilario Camino Moncado was 
God and the Filipino “brown Christ.” Critics of the Federation denounced 
Moncado for this “fakery” and for exploiting his followers. Likewise, they 
derided the Federation members for believing in the divinity of Moncado and 
strongly disapproved of what the critics perceived were the members’ “bizarre” 
spiritual beliefs and practices. 

Today, this Filipino-American organization in Hawaii consists of small 
factions of a dwindling first-generation membership, a loyal but negligible 

second-generation following, and support from a handful of third-generation 
youth. However, since the Federation was formed in Hawaii, the members of the 

organization—popularly known as “followers of Moncado” or “Federation 
men”—became permanent figures in the cultural landscape of Hawaii. They 
once occupied a very visible place in the community and partook in the 

development of the Filipino communities on the different islands. Now, they 
represent an important chapter in the history of the Filipinos in Hawaii. 

This article presents an overview of selected aspects of the Filipino 

Federation of America which underscore the significance of the movement as it 
evolved in California and formed a new identity in Hawaii in the twenties and 
thirties. The study takes into account the perspective of the Federation members 
and the vantage from which they saw and interpreted events. It also places the 
Federation phenomenon in the context of the Filipino-American experience. 
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An Early Study of the Federation 

The first scholarly article on the Filipino Federation of America appeared 
in the 1942 issue of Social Process in Hawaii. The study by David E. Thompson 

offered a sociological explanation for the phenomenon. Thompson discussed 
the Federation in relation to: the proclivity of Filipinos to religious movements; 
the oppressive conditions which confronted the Filipino immigrants in America 
thereby setting the stage for the birth of a movement; the strong common beliefs 
and practices which held the members together in a fraternal bond; the symbol- 
ism of Moncado as having achieved the “worldly success and prestige” that 
eluded most of the Filipino immigrant laborers (Thompson 1942). Thompson 

analyzed the Federation as a “control movement” in California and Hawaii: 
Moncado opposed organized labor and instructed Federation members not to 
join strikes, thereby pleasing the agri-business industries in California and 
Hawaii. He also placed the Federation in the appropriate framework of its 
California background. Thompson gave an outsider’s view of the phenomenon 
and was fundamentally critical of the organization, particularly its anti-labor 
union stand.! 

Mutual Aid Organizations 

A study of the Filipino Federation of America is fundamentally a study of 

the experience of the pioneering Filipinos who came to America as sakadas in 

the twenties and thirties (San Buenaventura 1990). The members of the 

Federation were part of the thousands of Filipinos then who came seeking better 

Opportunities in the frontiers of Hawaii and California. Like their sakada 
cohorts, majority of the Federation members came as recruited laborers for the 
Hawaiian Sugar Planters Association (HSPA); many worked briefly in the 
islands’ plantations before proceeding to the West Coast. Driven by a strong 

desire to experience America it was common for Filipino plantation workers to 

break their three-year contract with the HSPA in order to work in California. The 
formation of large Filipino population communities on the West Coast made it 

an attractive destination where, through mutual dependency, it became a little 
easier for Filipinos to survive. 

In the absence of a kin support system, the pioneering Filipinos sought the 
security of mutual aid, fraternal organizations to address their most fundamental 

needs in times of loneliness, sickness and death. These organizations functioned 
as surrogate families and helped in softening the impact of the painful encounter 
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