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ABSTRACT

This dissertation examines how global political econoh@ageinteracts with the

everyday encounters between Chinese and Fijians in Fiji. Made visible through the Belt and Road

Il nitiative (BRI), China’s imprint overseas ha
transnational initiative to restructure flows of trade and finarec | governant@e with
people” interactions a tbasedSi#k Road Ecenomi&EBelt andrtipea s si n

oceanbased 21st century Maritime Silk Road (MSR), the initiative links China and the world

through a series of infrastructure cmhors. Global commentary and scholarship on theaBRI

di vided. It is often presented as a policy to
alternative financing opportunity for emerging economies. In the field of geoeconomics, broadly
definedas the strategic use of economic tools to achieve state goals, this increasingly normalized
binary narrative overshadows a more nuanced appraisal of a globalizing China, particularly in

regard to the movement of Chinese people. This dissertation denaagalich binaries through

an examination of grounded responses to the Belt and Road Initiative among Fijian and Chinese

entrepreneurs in Fiji. By foregrounding peopled accounts over empowered knowledge

producers, | demonstrate how a diverserange ofstant e act or s i mpl ement an
geoeconomics” that | everages their .ldefine i nter e
“everyday geoeconomi cs” as {sthteactersto achliiesegnbnc act i

state goals within statked and tansnational economic initiativels. doing so, | contribute
conceptual and methodological tools for scholars to better address the geoeconomics of BRI in
the Pacific and beyond.
| focus on encounters between Fijians and Chinese entrepreneurs in thetcafritee
MSR in Fiji. The emphasis on 1staite actors in Fiji offers new perspectives on Chinese presence
in Oceania. To date, analysis of renewed Chinese interest in Fiji has centered on the regional
strategic anxieties of external powers, such as thiged States and Australia. This dissertation
reverses the scale of analysis to the local exposing a contested field of interests between civil
society, the state, and the private sector in

relations betweerChina and Fiji have deepened, while the local response among Fijians has



become increasingly conflicted. Host community anxieties over the direct benefits of Chinese
economic interventions and presence is contrasted with the anticipated boon of increasing
private investment and statiinded infrastructure construction. However, the motivations and
outlook of Chinese companies and new migrants in Fiji are frequently subsumed into statist
discourses on China. In sum, reliance on analyses that privileg@@neatcompetition

overlooks the local power competition that plays an important role in determining perceptions
of “China in Oceania.” To sstedtdred antd ungtructurech d ed v i
interviews among members of civil society, stdfeials, and private sector actors from the
Chinese, Fiji Chinese, iTaukei, and-iglan communities. These interviews, as well as
participant and nosparticipant observations, were predominately conducted in Suva during four
fieldwork visits from 201#% 2021; however, | traveled across the Fijian Islands speaking to a
variety of actors and visiting multiple entrepreneurial sites. Additionally, | draw on a critical
discourse analysis of over 2,000 media articles, government documents, and digitdronedia
20142022.

This research contests the naturalized geostrategic objectives of the BRI and reveals how
grounded views are significant sites of <chall
engages with st at i s tcindiatizes$ ty lHghlight thef politchl impatanse e ¢ o n
of local scale actors directly impacted by Chinese presence, as well as the transnational spatiality
of the Chinese economy and embodied responses to these interventions by rescaling our
appreciation ofjlobal economic shifts. The work contributes to emerging scholarship on the
influence of the everyday geopolitical encounter€dfi na’ s Belt and Road 1| n

the political geography of the Pacific, and Chinese presence in Oceania.
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CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION: GROUNDING CHANGE

Encountersin July 2017, | sat down for lunch at a restaurant with Tao, a Chinese
businessperson in touristy Denarau in the
to Fiji to escape the competitive hustle of Shanghai. He settled and ended up owning a

few restaurants, including the one we were sitting in. The view from the terrace took in a
landscaped harbor hosting yachts registered across the Pacific. As he relaxed, Tao talked
more openly about his life since he made the decision, sometime in th200d, to

remain in Fiji. He told me how fortunate he was to operate successful businesses in Fiji

and to pursue his commerci al interests. “T
adding, “Running a restaur arhere.Thape@leiaraa i s
friendly, I have a | ot of Fijian friends,
the theme of friendship, Tao explained, *T

hel ped me to get started.prédakedgomoteOfofc

alotofimyhar d wor k to make it all/l happen, and I
of my family, but the new policy to find o
Changing the topic toward the future of Chinesesnveme nt i n Fi j i , he ad

different, you watch, there will be more people looking for openings, small and big, and

al |l of it wi || be Belt and Road. "

1.1 Go Out, Go Elsewhere
Chin#2 Globaism

The geographical roots of the Belt and Road initiative are found in the deserts,
mountains, and oases of Xinjiang. A vast region in northwestern China, Xinjiang has increasingly
presented a policy headache for Beijing. A borderland, populated by UyghersTarkic
peoples, and Han Chinese settlers, Xinjiang a
driven and rapid economic growth. Further, Uyghurs chafed under an administration many felt
discriminated against their political and culturaénetsts. Historically, the region was a focal

point for the transcontinental exchange of goods, ideas, languages, and religions along trade



routes that in the nineteenth century Ferdinand von Richthofen named the Silk Road. Yet, during
the early decades @hinese Communist Party (CCP) rule, between 1949 and the beginning of
economic reform in the late 1970s, the land and people remained largely confined from the
outside world. However, as China’s border and
poi cymakers rekindled Xinjiang’s dor mant conne
was to position China toward the Eurasian landmass, as well as to extend the accelerated
benefits of expoHed economic reform to people in Xinjiang.

If we cartrace the earliest physical spaces of the BRI to the peripheries of Xinjiang, its
intellectual genesis lies in the Chinese capital. In 2012, Wang Jisi, a professor at Belijing
University, suggested Chinese foreign policy make definitive shift towardeaEurash “ Mar c h

We s t ” ) would place China at an advantagethe United States steadily scaled back its

military and diplomatic presence in Central Asia and the Middle East. The Obama
admi ni st r at-Pagific’pigot wd@ldloften & maih or China¢oess new friends,
markets, and resourcg8Vang 2021)A March Westvould not be built from scratch. Successive
devel opment campaigns in China’s western bord
and Western Development (2000), provided an infrastructure base constructed with state
managed labor, materials, and firtang.

Il n September 2013, Chinese President Xi Ji

( ) policy, officially renamed in 2016 as the BRMaazarbayev University in Kazakhstan

The BRI appeared to harness economic transcontinentalism and teitpéawards China

through a reconfiguration of global trade and the governance of international finance. Despite

the absence of official maps, at the outdbe initiative earmarked the construction of

infrastructure corridors from China to Europe afdca across subregions of Asia to facilitate a
Sinocentric movement of goods and people. The scale of BRI required deep pockets and the $1
trillion financing would come from the multilaterséian Infrastructure Investment Ba@IB,

the Silk Road Funds well as other bilaterlnding entities, such as the Expémport Bank of

China and the China Development B@délland 2019)As such, partner states could fiscally tap

into China’'s vision of a massive infrastructu

cases, Chinese companies would providddaher and materials.



Xinjiang and the Eurasian landmass stand in physical contrast to thebaseahstates
of Oceania. However, the geographical and conceptual scope of the BRI has taken on a life of its
own to the extent tdmananthilaterabrelatondfrancewvorkeandChi na’ s
incorporates branches such as a “Polar Silk R
even an “Outer Space Silk Road.” However, bef
in October 2013 in Barta, Xi Jinping articulated aneartbased 21stentury Maritime Silk Road

(21 ) to complement the Silk Road Economic Belt ( ) of

Eurasia. These two components would become the core of the BRI. XichtipBRI the
“project of istakit“@ae mtay oy, 'gemtelt@aismenhadd®l) st r at egy

Wang Ji si s i dea had n ot becomdagtateled viseon fgrithe b a | I n
future.
The Belt and Road traces a lineage not only from domestic infrastructure pushes in

China’ s west, but al so t)indiatetl An8e® theGeadeGhiptof pol i c vy

Jiang Zemin. Go Out, in brief, encouraged the movement of capital, companies, and people
overseas after two decades of remarkable economic growth. The result has been transformative.
China’s aid or as s iicll expanded sincertha inception@f Gb @Qut and r a ma
is approximately double than that of the United States and other powerful ngkitaik et al.
2021) During the Belt and Road era, assistance has been offered in concessional or interest free
loans, rather than grds, at a ratio of 31 to 1 (Ibid.). China has also become the'wiedding
exporter of goods and services, signed 19 free trade agreements, and between 2005 and 2021
the value of overseas investment stood at $2 tril(Mforld Bank 2021; American Enterprise
Institute 2021) Estimates place the number of overseas Chinese at around 50 million, including
citizens () and people of Chinese heritage ( ); however, it is more likely that no one
knows the true number.

Surveys of gl obal public opinion on China’
views are rising. That is, in state®l regionsuch as the Unite8tates, Western Europe, Japan,
and Australia. In 2002, 35 percent of respondents to a Pew Research Center survey said they
held a negative opinion of China. In 2020, thenber was/3 percent In Australia, the

percentage of respondents holding a negatiav d China rose from 40 percent in 2011 to 81

3



percent in 202qSilver, Devlin, and Huan@2®). According to a Gallup poll, 45 percent of
Americans in 2021 perceived China to the Unit
number in 202¢Gallup 2021)However, the picture elsewhere is not so negative. Greece (51
percent), Brazil (51), Bulgaria (55), Kenya (58), Tunisia (63), Israel (66), Lebanon (68), Nigeria (70),
and Russia (71) all record majority favoraldevsiof ChindCenter for Strategic and

International Studies 2021bjfowever, Belt and Road infrastructure work has experienced more
protests in some host states over labor, corruption, and environmental impact than Chinese

state-led projects outside of the BRI brand. Success of BRI intervestiopse likely if the host

state is the implementing entigMalik et al. 2021)

The Belt and Road Initiative is integral t
“master narrative” to manage politicaards econo
Chi na’ s r i s gFetdioandg208p Neadrtheless, the vision does not just end at
harnessing the individual and collective material aspirations of Chinese people towards
rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. Given the transnationality of the BRI, overseas locations
must now consider thepportunities of a Sinocentric World Dream (Callahan 2016). As such, for
the Belt and Road t o be 3snustbcee s stfhuel ,wo“rtlhde s* Chdir
(Ferdinand 2016, 957). The 2015 Chinese Government white Yego@n and Actions on Jadynt
Building Silk Road Economic Belt and-€esitury Maritime Silk Roatkentions peoplgo-
people contact five times as one of the integral aspects of thENBRbnal Develjpment and
Reform Commi ssi on, Ministry of Foreign Affair
Republic of China 2017t the 2017 Belt and Road Forum, President Xi underscored how the
human dimensions of the BRI are just as relevant overse@asingjgpersoro-person relations
as a cornerstone of BRI connectivity. At the opening ceremony to the forum, Xi remarked that
“2moving closer towards a community of shared
Belt and R@Dazhandg 2018Asisuch, mabidty of not only Chinese capital, but also
Chinese citizens would play an integral role
Yousheng, the Deputy Director of the United Front Work Depattroatlined how overseas

Chinese could serve as facilitators for Chinese companies looking to start businesses outside of



China, as well as, critically, active promot

relations between Chinaand neighb i ng c(o2818)r i es”
The Peopl e’
Fiji (since 1975), Samoa (1975), Papua New Guinea (1976), Mdr98R) the Federated States

of Micronesia (1989), Cook Islands (1997), Tonga (1998), Niue (2007), Solomon Islands (2019)

s Republic of China maintains d

and Kiribati (2019). At a 2014 meeting in Nadi, Fiji between Xi Jinping and political leaders from

the then eight regional statesceo gni zi ng the People’s Republic

wel comed the dignitaries to take a ride on t
the framework of the Maritime Silk Ro@inhua 2014a)A year later, Oceania was included in

the BRI network of trade oaodors with the addition of the southern leg Maritime Silk R@dad

Young 2017)

The addition was warmly received by regional leaders, leading to an outburst of BRI
enthusiasm in 20174n March of that year, then Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) deputy secretary
gener al Andi e Fong Toy called the HBFRatioNea cont
Zealand International 201,7and at the May 2017 Belt and Road Forum in Beijing, PIF
representative in China David Morris noted th
build regional infrastructur@Vorthington 2017)Fijian Prime Minister Bainimarama, Pacific
Islands Development Forum Secretary General Francois Martel, as well asahsldgah
Tonga, Samoa and Vanuatu also attended the forum. At meetingsawific Fslandgaders
prior to the 2018 Asi®acific Economic Cooperation summit in Port Moresby and in-adop
published in the PNG press, Xi restated the case for the BRI,twi n g , “ am convi nct
will open up new pathways for Pacific Island countries to enhance business ties and connectivity
with China, among themselves and with the rest of the world, and for the island countries to
take a greater part in econamglobalizatioh (Xi 2018) Despite these impressive official
declarations, observers have scaled the importance of this statement. As a region representing
only0.12perent of China’'s global trade volume, the
Chi na’ s B(BornanpandiMulleri2®18; ®.sZhang 2017)



FijQQ @lobalsm

States in Oceania have been active in rearranging their relations with other states in
response to shifting domestic and globadnges Among the most active has been the Fijian
Islands, whose political and economic policies carry weight abeossgion. As Tart€010,
118)wr i tes “Fiji i's regar dadcgammahubangparelasivelg | st at e
influenti al player in regional politics.” Amo
peoge, has the second largest population after Papua New Guinea (PNG). At almost $12,000,
the per capita GDP based on purchasing power parity is second among states in Oceania after
Palau(International Monedry Fund 2021)The Fijian economyralianton agriculture and
tourism, as well as minerals, timber, and fisheries. Adeekloped infrastructure of shipping
services and airports means Fiji is a regional center for transportation.

Fiji has assumegublitical leadership beyond Oceania heading up multilateral forums such
as the United Nations General Assembly, COP 23, the Pacific Small Island Developing States, and
Al l'i ance of Small Il sl and States. éelpastthifyi ji an |
years has been influential in the diversification of political and economic partners. The initiation
and resuscitation of Look North policies occurred in the aftermath of the coups in 1987, 2000,
and 2006. As Fiji became isolated from exgspiartners due to the imposition of economic
sanctions or diplomatic pressustensiblyto restore representative rule, the search for
di fferent friends took Suva's | eaders to Asia
states’ drewas reott aifactor.dntéad of going out, Fiji decided to go elsewhere.

Fiji maintains nine embassies or high commissions (AusftalegrodNew Zealand,
India, the United Kingdom, United States, China, Indonesiagbd\Epan) and diplomatic
relations with 178 states. There are two permanent missions to the UN in Geneva and New York
City, as well as a Fiji Trade Commission/Consulate General in Shanghai. There are also Trade
Commissions in Los Angeles, Sydney (also a consulate), Auckland, andebst. Manong its
numerous multilateral memberships, Fiji remains a member of the Commonwealth of Nations. It
also provides nearly 1,000 soldiers in overseas peacekeeping operations. In Suva, there are 26
resident ambassadors and high commissioners, iniaddd a European Union representative.

At least seven United Nations agencies, and the secretariats of the Pacific Islands Forum, Pacific



Community, and Pacific Islands Development Forum are also in Suva. Regionally focused entities,
such aghe Pacific Islands Association of NGOs and the South Pacific Tourism Organisation, in
addition to the main campus of the University of the South Pacific, owned by 12 Pacific Island
states call Fiji home. All of this is to say, before Fiji conclusively itsgade beyond partners

like Australia, the country was already globally facing.
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Figurel.1. Map of the Fiji Islands, including administrative divisions.

Fiji is a multiethnic country with nearly 57 percent of the populdtidigenoud-ijians,

or iTaukej meaning owners of the land. Nearly 38 percent of the population areHifidos, or



girmityas. The British colonial authorities oversaw the movemdntlofFijians as indentured
laborers to work, under sladge conditions, on sugar plantations. If€igans are far from a
homogenous group with people originating from Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, Sindh and
Balochistan. Europeans, Rotumans, and Chicasgrise the larger part of the remaining
population. The official languages are Fijian, among the several vatiegiBsu version from
eastern Fiji is considered standard, Fiji Hindi, English, and Rotuman. Administratively, the Fiji
Islands include for divisions, which are divided into fourteen proviné&stumais a sel
governing island.

Fiji’s Head of State since 20 2afitheitimeoPr esi de
writing, executive power restdin the head of government and Prime Ministédosaia Voreqe
(Frank) Bainimarama. Bainimarama came to power in a military coup in 2006 and won the first
two elections held since the 2006 coup in 2014 and 2018 as leader of the populist FijiFirst party.
Eleven government officials with multiple polibs oversee twentjour ministries. The
Attorney General, Aiyaz Sayl€daiyum, who also semyas Minister for Economy; Civil Service;
Communications; and Housing and Community Developmedtcbnsiderable power. Chinese
state officials and representatives of Chinese diateed companies regularly engage with
relevant ministries of state; however, and co
most business with China goes thgbua dedicated office created by the Prime Minister. The
Republic of Fiji Military Forces (RFMF), unsurprisingly given the coups of 1987, 2000, and 2006,
plays an influential role in politics and engages in regular trainings with not only with the
Australan Def ence Force, but also China’s Peopl e’

The legacies of British colonial policies extend into the present given the close
relationship between ethnicity and politics. Through a sequence of elections, coups, and
constitutional reformskiji has experienced swings of political rivalry between forces opposed to
and in favor of greater control over government by 4hatigenoud-ijians. For example, the
election of the first Indd-ijian Prime Minister, Mahendra Chaudhry, in 1999, sparlee@@f0
coup d'état led byTaukenationalists. In 2013, seven years after leading a coup in response to a
complex landscape that included polarized rhased politics, Bainimarama implemented the

2013 constitution, Fi j i litisal ahdosocraltintpljicationk. ahe firkta d t w



was to eliminate racbased electoral rolls and quotas on parliamentary seats. The unelected
upper chamber was abolished, and a proportional representation voting system anduaye at
50 seat unicameral legislat established. The constitution also disestablished the Great Council
of Chiefs, a hereditary and constitutional advisory body. The second was to describe all citizens,
irrespective of race, as Fijians. The move received considerable support amdngdsig, @vho
expressed vulnerability about their status in Fijian society. The 2018 election returned
Bainimarama to power in a close contest. The main opposition pathe time of writingthe
Social Democratic Liberal Party (SODELPA), now led g Bkavoka, and during the 2018
election by former 1987 coup leader, Sitiveni Rabuka, frequently question the impacts of Chinese
political and economic presence given the close association between Bainimarama andiBeljing.
dedicated postscript section degesd e vel opment s in Fiji’'s domest.
December 2022 election.

Attitudes on China among Fijians, nevertheless, demonstrate more breadth than the
binaries of the FijiFirst and SODELPA political rivalry. In one of the rare studies\dadyro
responses to Chinese commercial and political presence in Fiji, researchers affiliated with The
Whitlam Institute at Western Sydney Universit
inclined to intervene in domestic issues. As a result, Chinenaa&slikely to be responsive to
culturally driven practices. Fijians saw China as adéongpartner and that Chinese companies
offered material benefits through the availability of eefective infrastructure projects.
Furthermore, the historicalpresnce of Fi ji Chinese, the resear
to be |l ess skeptical about China. China’s int
as Australia, as well as assertive advocacy on the climate crisis, gave Fijiayisbabagency

than in the pas{Cain, Cox, and Presterudstuen 2020)

PeopleCenteredslobaism

The Belt and Road Initiative and Look Nedlicies represent statked visions of
globalism where sharedconnectivity and prosperityrathe cornerstonesf relations with
partner statesThe age of intensified globalization necessgatditical leades and

governmensto articulatean approacho transnationakmso ago be taken seriously as a



statespersorandaforce in international affairsWh et her it BaskB&terdVerlg’ s Bui |
Xi s Belt amdPuRoand sl nEutriaastiithese yiSicnareampiifiedandJni o n
criticizedby journalists deconstructed by academics, analyzed by think taxidoitedby
corporations, andlefendedby state officialsAcrosamultiple discursive communitiethe ways
in which statecompete througttheir globalism blueprints continually pondereddowevera
crucialconstituencyis frequently overlooked iall the debate that is,people Whilediscussion
overstate-led globalisn focuses orhe projection ofstate power, the language of thepolicies
isfilled withthe impact theywill have on the lives of people. Fexample the Belt and Road
Initiativeand Build Back Better Woiiliclude® p e et@Qd eso pikseadntegralto their
approach So, itissurprising that littlas written about grounded responses lag-picture
policies.t ishardly because people are irrelevant. These global visions matter to political
leadersThe Belt and Road is one of JnakGhinamapi ng’ s s
global superpoweby 2050. We need to asksifate-led globalisnreally desconnect peoplend
build prospepus societies.

This dissertation examines the ways in which people in Fiji have interacted with the Belt
and Road Initiative. | take tlsencept of geoeconomics and apply ethnographical methods to

construct an e v ef lalyokra yreaueraiserdreprenenrs, rsdents,
middlemanagersamong others to examine how these individuals have harnessed and resisted
Chi na’ s g lltesla eritical tinye toi examike grounded view€bifrese presence in Fiji

and Oceanidn the ten years between 2006 and 2016, Oceania rec&/&dbillon in Chinese

aid, which is about the same amothé regionreceived in the 56 years before 2006. The value
of trade increased from $2.7 billion in 2010 to $8.25 billion in 2019. Investment has increased
from $152 million in 2013 to $2.6 billion in 20TBisincreasedactivity has brought Chinese
peopleand companiesto the tenPacificcountriesthat maintain diplomatic relations with the

Peopl e’ s Re pliatemanagingthisno@énions@hangé&ndwith it, the
subsequengeostrategic competition.

The Pacifi©ceans one of the most contestegspaces on earth. China is not the only
external actor offering visionof connectivity and prosperity for Pacific peoplasstraliaNew

Zealand, the European Unidndia,JapanindonesiaKorea and, most consequentially, the
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United Statehave set out competitor polWhathapmnstno Chi r
Oceania will be consequential for how the rest of the warlchandlerisingcompetitionfor
global hegemonpetween China and the United Statesl its alliesAgainst he backdropof a
Pacifieled movement towarcempowerment and decohization, Pacific peoples have put
forwardavision for their region in the 2050 Strategy for the Blue Pacific Continent. How this will
fare under the conditions of getrategiccompetition in Oceanihas implication$or other
spaces on the globe. In @hwords,will peoplehave to choose a side &annew Cold War, or can
people maintain their local interests wittshifts ofpower?The examination of the Belt and
Road from a grounded perspective withlobal competitiorspeaks to the question of whether
peopleare activeparticipants irthe processsof globalsm For people in Oceanithis work sets
out the ways in which commures have agency over transnationalismn ot onl y Chi na’
their own.
From the perspecti ve ohisresgdrdhalso’olinggsiglid al eng
into the complexities of the Belt and Rdadiative. The Rlhas stateationalesandpeoplad
rationales, andhe resulting entanglementelates anarrativeof Chinese transnationalism that
goesfrom centralizedyovernmentpolicies todiverselocal motivationsHistorically, the Belt and
Road s not t he begi nniemugesdl links @tme wordimean tgel BRlkisa | i s m.
only a snapshaif a longer storyTheBelt and Roadias built on the back of diaspora
communities andongestablished trade link€hina is not deaf to the opportunities these
historical connections preseto economic relations; however, it has also builtnth&to the
projection of peopldo-people relationsSoft power is a critical component of Chena
engagement, but in places like the Pacific Islands, it cannot compete with Australia, the United
Kingdom, ad the United Stated he Pacific Islandfares political values, religious beliefs,
languages, and popular cultungth European societies that weestablishedduring andafter
colonizationln contrastas a norcolonizingnationin the PacificChinas soft power lies in its
traders, investorsandlaboress. If the U.Shas Peace Corps voluntedosconduct goodwill social
programmingChina has sggrounded commercial actors as emissarldss work sets this out
this patternin Fiji; howeverit applies irother contemporaryspaces ofecstrategic competition.

Therefore, this dissertatioethnographically illustrasthe declining hegemony of western soft
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power and Chiria version of soft power that foceson the materiality obusinessinvestment
andtrade, ratherthan valuebasedsocial interventions

Everyday geoeconomics, which examines how people can take control of transnational
processestakesthe global to the local anthen backto the globalPut differently this work
analyesbig picturechangefrom agrounced perspective and suggests these observations have
broader implicationsThe stories of the peopl@ this dissertation are thgtoriesof peopled
engagements with €thegloteClsna gntl Eijigaalsof cenmectavity and s
prosperity are intimately linked @rounded perceptions. How people engage witite-led
globalism i€onsequentiato its succesd~or China, it matters because of its rhetoripedple
to-people links and the need to win over peotiieughtraders and investors on the ground
For Fiji, imatters as an indication thaihe movement towardPacifieempowerment has
meaning in the context of global forc@is dissertation is moreah a methodological and
conceptual intervention into geoeconomics; it is about how people have a role in change,

particularly the change represented by China. The era of peeplered globalism is upon us.

1.2 Theoretical Framework
The Limits of Geoeconomics

Since Edward Luttwak popularized the term
gained acceptance among scholars and state practitioners. Broadly defined, geoeconomics is the
strategic use of economic tools to achieve state goals. Although the conedptdracritiqued
as too statist or too readily available to those wanting to protect entrencapitialinterests,
the production of geoeconomic knowledge has remained within the domain of think tanks,
universities, or government departments. Frequentlgrtmokedin such institutionss the role
of localized experiences of geoeconomic projects and consideration of how these reflexively
affect policies. Such oversight is underpinned by the power imbalances inherent in knowledge
production and this work calfor a conceptual and methodological reexamination of
geoeconomics to reflect lived experiences. This everyday geoeconomics forms an integral

component in interpreting shifting economic power and merits more attention
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In this light, geoeconomic writing a disembodied form of analysis dmdakea call for
an everyday geoeconomics comprising, but not limited to, texts of lived experiences. Challenging
the dominance of formal and practical scripting and foregrounding the everyday extends the
utility of the geoeconomics concept. Geoeconomic initiatives, or the imposition of economic
power on space, have affective grounded responses that range from anticipation to
disappointment and have not been fully explored in scholarly literature. These are scripts
produced outside universities, think tanks, government departments, and the media that
nonetheless have import on broader decisionmakingd e f i ne “everyday geoe:
strategic actions deployed by ngtate actors to achieve nestate goals withirstate-led and
transnational economic initiative&iven this claimlarguethat the aims of Chinia Belt and
Road Initiative, particularly in Ocearaeg a salient context to explore the gap between
everyday texts and empowered knowledge sour8ésptng an everyday geoeconomics
approach contributes to our understandiafjhow geoeconomic strategiesuch as BRI, are
more than just grand strategies atitht peopleand enterprises make their own strategic
choices within transnational changes in the political economy

Geopoliticss understoodasthe means with whickerritory is controlled, conteste@nd
divided usuallyhroughviolence Even thougltscholvin and Well(2018, 4wr i t e, “there
widely shared definition of geoeconomicthe geoeconomics concept shares some similarities
and dissimilarities tthe above definition ofjeopolitics Notably, similarities center on
practitioners (experts and statespersons), while dissimilarities focus on the move from militaries
to economies as factors in the state relationship with space/territogomparison with statist
geopoliticswhich refes tothe ways in which states wield resourdesce, and location to
project national interestggeoeconomics centered on policy, and in some cases, how that
policy can act in mutually beneficial ways in relations with other states.

In attempting to consolidate the varied understandings that typify this t8aiolvin and
Wigellidentify four primary approaches geoeconomics(1) as an analytical tool for
international relations scholars, or formal geoeconomics, (2) as a strateigyecfaft, or
practical geoeconomics, (3) as a new historical stage diminishing the militarism of a geopolitical

age, and (4) as a lens to examine the relationship between space and economic power. Although
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Scholvin and Wigell highlight the importancgebgraphical conditions and acknowledge
asymmetries in a globalized economy, the typology is curiously disembGelset:onomicsas
described aboveasunpeopled
Si nce L1P90jessay loutlised geoeconomics as the use of economic weapons in
statecraft, the concept has been refin€iitical geographenMatthew Sparkg2018)has written
of the endurance of geopolitics through a “co
each respectively to affective processés of ear and h egoromic dissourseu c h, “ g e
masks neoli beral restr uc(Sdnglvinangl Wagell d01& & c ur i t i s a
Furthermore, Sparkgl998)connects spatiality with geoeconomics through economic
anticipatory schemes, such as the development of dvosder trade zones that often creat
new configurations of territory and identity favoring interconnectedness. This is a departure
from Luttwak’s notion of geoeconomics as stat
There are clear parallels between work by geographers skeptical of geoeconomics as a
scholarly framewd and criticajeopoliticiansThe reinvestment in the power/knowledge of
formal and practical discourses in geoeconomics is evident in the absence of marginalized
accounts of global economifBoal 1996)However, likavriting in critical geopoliticsscholarship
on critical geoeconomics appears constrained to analysis of textual evidence, particularly that
produced by statespersons and scholars. D¢2d81)has highlighted the lack of ethnographic
research in critical geopoliticleading othecritical geopolitician® foreground the
entanglements among public, private, and political domains, as well as between premeditated
and unpremeditated text@luri 2013) Muller (Muller 2008)writes of the need to incorporate
social practices as a form of textintothe i t i cal g e o psoPhiIf2000,@haa n’ s t ool
cautioned, knowl edge doleisk en’o Blergddyiitextkopethe d o wn t o
productionof knowledge to all individuals and communities who reflect on ehgieriences
within socialchange.
Everyday texts of the kind toveditomdre | r ef e
sustained engagement s (Katimvelu 2003p3pechtexseffei ods o f
insights into local scale exercise of agency, assessment of benefits, and communication of

expectations that go beyond the study of policy implementation and strategic intent. For
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example, to what extentwas®Pr esi dent Donald Trump’s popul i s
groundlevel expressions of discontent and exclusion, especially in relation to China?

Furthermore, such everyday texts reveal local scale responses to geoeconomic discourses of
prosperity, connetivity, and hope. Are these processes reflected in lived experiences? What
happens when these promises are not mékere is an urgent need fecholardo retool and
rescale purely statist and textual -caneqrgd oaches
or peopl e@Doddsskuusuand Skarp 2013, Td)sis not to suggest shift from

scholarly writing on geoeaomics but merely eecentering of local scale and lived experiences

as a source of analysis; a methodological and a conceptual shift in geoeconomics research.
Bhnographic methods focused on collecting individual and community narratives are at the core

of everyday geoeconomics and include the range of visual, verbal, and written production seen

in digital media, interviews, and journalism. Through this embodied ethnographic lens, one can

begin to understand the reproduction or resistance to geoeconorojegs, as policies,

infrastructures, and bodies enmesh iramstitutive productions of meaning.

Towards an Everyday Geoeconomics

The development and promotion of geoeconomic initiatives have gained prominence in
how states impose control over econamspace. The IndBacific Strategy and the Eurasian
Economic Union are recent examples of how the United States and Russia advance strategic
interests through messages of economic hope and security. However, numerous states and
multilateral entities acrosthe globe are promoting connectivity and infrastructure blueprints. A
nonexhaustive |ist might include, the *“ Master |
2023, the Republic of Korea’s “New Northern
Hi gh Quality Infrastructu+#faropamadc tThanEproope &
(Center for Strategic and International Studies 202Ila@se transnational anticipatory
geographies cl ear | yordepzonesby edefthingSspaae akress raultiger o s s
borders and range in ambition from the redefimit of global power and standards to the must

have accessory for “visionary” political l ead
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reconfigure economic (and political) space towards China is an urgent issue for people
everywhere.
Traditiond geoeconomics practitioners take a hawkish view on Chinese economic
investment overseas, arguing states that accept it are enabling an aggressive government
(Luttwak 202). Blackwilland Harri@0l6)ad opt a si mi | ar | piratbmasm vi ew o
claiming that China's lending through the BRI will lead to political and military leverage, or debt
traps, over their economic partners. However, such analyses overlook everyday texts providing
intimate and affective assessments of grolevklimpacts between Chinese people,
companies, and transactions with host societies. These encoatgempact the
geoeconomics of transnational anticipatory geographies, such as the Belt and Road. They offer
insights into how local acceptance has a beavingost state approaches towards Chinese
economic presence. Furthermore, the proeminenc
topeopl e” interactions under the BRI f&vii@amewor Kk
rolein scholars' analyses of the claims made in formal and practical geopolitical writing. In other
words, states are appropriating the everyday as a justifying narrative when conducting
transnational processes of change. | argue the geoeconomics framewwaidesran incomplete
picture. Debates about strategy remaeoreticaland outside of the lives of people. The critical
guestion is what happens on the ground when s
Scaling up everyday experiences into coneapinderstandings of geoeconomics
remains unaddressed and we are left with an approach rooted among practitioners of statecratft.
Onthe-ground outcomes, perceptions, appropriations, and transactions of transnational
anticipatory geographies have relevamtexamining geoeconomic aims. The dominance of
narratives produced by statespersons and the absence of texts from everyday lived experiences
is especially noticeable in work undertaken on growing Chinese (and BRI) presence in Oceania.
To date, much of @t discussion has focused on the perceived political, economic, and military
threat of Chinese state presence in Oceania for regional and global powers such as Australia and
the United States. Although a complementary narrative has developed regardiagi€him
enabling agent supporting a more assertive Oceania in its individual and collective relations with

other powers, the dominant discourse frames the region merely as a geoeconomic and
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geopolitical stage. The prevalence of this framing matters infitedecolonizing processes
because it reinforces erasure and denies the status of Oceanic peoples as active in determining
their political and economic futures. Without such perspectives, the direction of the region
appears merely in the interpretation$ external statespersons.

In addition, aconventionag e oeconomi ¢cs approach not only .
agency in relation to Chinese state presence, but it also overlooks the motivations and
perspectives of Chinese companies and people in Ocddreae actors have their own
strategies for mobility within Belt and Road projects that can contradict the statist aims of the
policy. Chinese companies and people in Oceania often find themselves at odds with host states,
civil society, and the privatestor, as well as the Chinese state. The assumption that Chinese
companies and people are instruments olur Chi na
knowledge ofyrounded encounters between Chinese and Pacific peplexievelopedvhen
weighed aginstthe availability ofop-down analysesThis work looks to tip the scaiashe
other direction. Texts of everyday lived experiences point to complexcsvdteociety relations
with Chinese communities and interventions that have implication®wriline Belt and Road as
transnational anticipatory geography/geoeconomic initiative is understood in the region. For
example, citing interviews with local communities in Papua New Guinea(ZBYa8thas shown
both how resentment has built over the use of Chinese labor on Chineded projects and
how there is little distinction made between Chinese contracted to state projects and those
arriving independent of the government.

Therefore, there is renewed urgen@yshow how grounded experiences will enhance
better understandingsf Chinas economic presence in Oceania and to develop the concept of
geoeconomics as receptive to a variety of texts. However, researchers should not only tease
these lived experiences into existence but acknowledge and analyze their spontaneous
production inencaunters withspeech and writing. The combination of grand strategy narratives
in Oceania and the region’s marginalization i
have been largely overlooked even though they are integral to a rounded geoecondysisana
of Chinese presence. As | have proposed, geoeconomics should be based on a broad

methodological toolkit to accommodate local scale perspectives, including familiar ¢geehd
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methods of observation, interviews, and talanoa to give life to a geogtos of lived

experiences. Furthermore, th@@d-19 pandemic has sharply brought into focus both the vast
distances of Oceania and the fact that digital ethnographies will be prominent features of
everyday experiences. Added to latigtance interviewsral talanoa, the written text has
regained importance through surveys of social media and other online content, such as digital
media, that are rich in Oceania. This development or change foregrounds individual and
collective knowledge production and iteaity to give voice to topics on political and economic
issues.

In summaryl argue that there is collective need to expand the scope of geoeconomic
inquiry by including in analysis a range of everyday texts. This everyday geoeconomics is not
meant to enourage us to fetishize local scale responses to global issues and seeks, rather, to
broaden understandings of profound economic shifts, particularly in theppostemic
reconstruction period by inviting more in the way of conceptual and methodological
reexaminations of geoeconomics. Tth@nsnationainfluence of the Chinese state and the rapid
acceptance of the Belt and Road Initiatix@ldwideindicate a changing landscapfkglobal
power. Chinaisthe secondiggesteconomy maintains thdargest armed forces, ansl setting
standards on technological innovati®@uch transformations are frequently accompanied by fear
driven narrativeby competitorghat shouldbe assessed on their merits. However, discussion of
Chinese presence in Oceaalso indicates thdbcal scale knowledge producers sometimes
drive discoursesEveryday texts offer a more nuanced understanding than the polarized debate
currently underway inside and outside of the region. Whether in Oceania or elsewhere

experiencinghe imposition of economic power over space, these voices deserve to be heard.

1.3 Research Relevance, Questions, and Methods

Overall, this work examines how global political economic pivots drive everyday
experiences and enc oseasthasmbeen at tBehforeirent ossuch shifts, i nt o
made most visible through the Belt and Road Initiative (BRkal commentary and scholarship
ontheBRlaredi vi di ng, presenting the policy as Chi n.

alternative financing mportunity for emerging economies. These perceptions indicate how
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empowered knowledge producers, particularly in the field of geoeconomics overshadow
discourses on a globalized China and the mobility of Chinese people. By foregrounding grounded
views, my wrk contributes new understandings to the concept and methods of geoeconomics,
as well as the role of civil society in asses
| highlight entrepreneurial encounters in the political economy between Fijians and
Chinese in the context of the Maritime Silk Road. While economic relations between China and
Fiji have grown in the past 15 years, the local response among Fijians is conflicted. Host
community anxieties over the direct benefits of Chinese economic intéyae and presence is
contrasted with the anticipated boon of increasing private investment and-fstated
infrastructure construction. However, the motivations and outlook of Chinese companies and
migrants in Fiji, particularly new arrivals, are freglyesubsumed into statist discourses on
China. To reflect grounded views, the work draws on-semntured and unstructured
interviews, as well as participant and Aaerticipant observations conducted in four separate
fieldwork visits. Further, | haveructed a text analysis of over 2,000 media articles,
government documents, and digital media since 2014. | use Mandarin and English for this work.
Through my work, | contest the naturalized geostrategic objectives of the BRI and reveal how
groundedview ar e significant sites where “geoecono
critically engage with statist analyses of Ch
importance of local scale actors directly impacted by Chinese presend¢erFuengage with
the transnational spatiality of the Chinese economy and embodied responses to these
interventions rescaling our appreciation of transnational economic shifts.
| conducted fieldwork in Fiji in 2017, 2018, 2020, and 2021domdinedtotal of eight
months. The Cowil9 pandemic fundamentally changed my research plans, and | conducted
repeated evaluations of my research methods. In 2020, the Fulbright U.S.t$tumpam
provided logistical and financial support for ten months of work in Fiji. However, my trip ended
with a mandatory return to Hawai i after thre
Government, Development and International Affairs atJhieersity of the South Pacific as a
Research Affiliate. | kept this position through 2021. The status was more than a letter to present

to the Fijian authorities for a research permit. The staff and faculty at The University of the South
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Pacific offered pportunities to share my research and to interact with scholars from across
Oceania. During earlier trips to Fiji in 2017 and 2018, | met with Fiji Chinese, predominately in
Suva. These trips confirmed my instinct that | should be based in Suva. Hoalswerislited
Nadi Sigatoka, and the Coral Coast on the main island of Viti Levu, in addition to the second
largest island of Vanua Levu, Ovalau, and Manu Island off the west coast of Fiji. Viti Levu is the
center of political and economic activity in &ijd Chinese projects, businesses and people are
visible in pockets across the island. In Suva, Chinese and Fiji Chinese presence is visible from
state-led construction projects to larggcale private investments to small businesses. Micro and
small enteprises include small retail, tour agencies, hotels, and restaurants.

In 2020, | developed those relationships with community leaders, who linked me to other
Fiji Chinese. Although, the trip to Fiji in 2020 was cut short, | used the opportunity to publicly
explain my research at an open seminar. | was fortunate to return to Fiji in 2021 almost a year
aftertheCovidL 9 pandemic forced a closure of Fiji’ s
conducted most of my interviews and observations. All the narses in this dissertation are
pseudonyms and | have changed any identifying details.

The principal research question of thigject ask: How do Sind-ijian entrepreneurial
encounters in Fiji respond to the presence of the Belt and Road Initiativeitanshat political
and economic implications? | decided on conventional ethnographic methods, interviews and
observations, as well as collecting media and government texts. Later, to these existing methods,
| added a structured interview questionnaiagitoethnography and photographyl separated
the main research question into three sgbestions: (1) Where are the informal and formal
sites of everyday encounter between Fijians and Chinese in Fiji? (2) How do Fijians and Chinese
interpret their everydaynformal and formal encounters in the emerging contexts of-Sijnm
relations, such as BRI? (3) To what extent are local scale attitudes of Chinese and Fijians reflected
in or directed by geopolitical discourses of the BRI?

My first objective wasd document sites of everyday encounter between Chinese and
Fijians in Suva, including construction projects, educational institutions, small businesses,
community associations, hotels, and other candidate locations. Theasito create a localized

and basefie understanding of Chinese presence in the Siézond, | wantetb collect detailed
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information on Fijian and Chinese everyday formal and informal encounters in Suva and
elsewhere, including data on perceptions of encounters, as well as interpretftiodsvidual
and/or community aspirations and social change within the broader political ecombirdy.|
gatheredtexts on the Sindrijian relationship, particularly those which are-f8Rlised, from
government, opposition political parties, academik tanks, media, and NGOs intended for
consumption for the public. The aim is to build a set of discourses on BRI and more generally the
tone of SineFijian relations that reflect geopolitical interests.

To answer question (1), | spent a lot of timdkivey through Suva photographing and
plotting on Google Maps sites of Fiji Chinese presence. These included institutions, such as
schools, associations, diplomatic spaces, and religious locations; project and construction sites
funded with private and statcapital, such as roads, buildings, and bridges; micro, small, and
medium enterprises; and large enterprises and corporate offices. | opted for the narrative
cartography presented in Chapter 3 as opposed to a map of sites since there was no clear spatial
distribution of Fiji Chinese across Suva. In the past, streets in the city center, Cumming and
Marks Streets for example, hosted clusters of Fiji Chinese businesses; however, micro, small, and
medium sized business are now distributed throughout the city.

As a qualitative methods project, my primary source of data for question (2) was semi
structured and unstructured interviews. These interactions are a preferred method in
conducting research on lived experiences and offer the opportunity for spontartetyiuman
interaction of conversation has | ess of the *
methods where relationships of trust can develop. | was interested in speaking with Fiji Chinese
and Chinese investors, laborers, midai@anagers, businessvners, and state and multilateral
organization officials, as well as Fijians in dialogue with or impacted by the Chinese community
on a formal or informal basis, particularly in individual, community, and commercial capacities.
Further, | hoped to disceghe awareness of the BRI and what benefits, if any, were leveraged
from recent changes in the political economy
interviewees access information on China and Fiji. My original research plan cited quota
sanpling inthe selection ofarticipants for semstructured interviewshowever, given themall

window of fieldwork available under tieenditions of the pandemic, | ended up using network
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samplingo accrue as many interviews as possibdéémedfor a fair distribution of interviewees
across demographic categories and surpassed my original benchmark of sixty interviews for
validitywith a total of 77 interviewdNetwork sampling proved effectifer the overall number
of semistructured interviews | conducted the small Fiji Chinese communifyvo key insiders
helped me enormouslyNevertheless, there is a gender imbalance in my sampling. | interviewed
54 males and 23 females. This 2:1 ratioressalt of the decision to change from quota to
network sampling due to the difficulties of fieldwork during the pandefsia result,le
findings in this dissertation should be qualified e disparity in gender among participants.
Genderdistributionwould have beeulifferent outside of the Covid9 pandemicNevertheless,
from its administratiorto its implementationthe BRIse avi | 'y gendered with w
seldomrepresented A feminist geopoliticef the Belt and Road Initiatiedfersfurther
disaggregated perspectives from the ground as ttmpactful policy.

| expected, and undertook, numerous unstructured interviews across state, private and
civil soci ety sect or ®nsofwdiniorshas wefl dsarroppgortumtptb ug g e d
assess the degree everyday encounters impact formal and practical geogpaliticsrmore, |
disseminated a structured interview questionnaire as an instrument to elicisseroiured
interviews (see AppemndB and Appendix C). With the help of a Fiji Chinese, | translated it into
Chinese and shared it through WeChat and Facebook groups. Lastly, | employed the self
reflective method of autoethnography. Through fieldwork | maintained a journal that provided
insights into the links between my life experiences and those of the people who had invited me
into their personal and professional spaces. | include a full discussion on the ways
autoethnography can be effectively used in qualitative researtie iRostfae. Lastly,
interviews moved between cyber and physical spaces denoting a new stage in how researchers
now think about interactions. There are clear advantages and disadvantages with this distanced
work, which arelsodiscussed ithe Postface

| also ued the inscription, transcription, and description method to describe informal
and formal interactions between Fijians and Chinese noting the character of such encounters
(Schensul, Schensul, and Le@te 1999) | received invitations from the Chinese Association of

Fiji to join the activities of Fiji Chinese in Suva. This provided an understanding of how Fiji
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Chinesded associations coalesce civic priorities with those of the Chinese and Fijian states,
especially in the context of the BRI, as well as insights on how the Chinese and Fijian states
manage communal behavior. To answer question (3), before amydigidwork, | collected
texts that described Sid6ijian relations to augment an existing database of documentation
assembled since 2014. These texts include printed or online articles, social media posts,
recorded public events, photographs, and othedia-visual materials gathered from across
Chinese and Fijian sources, such ag-tjisunThe Fiji TimeXinhua and social media posts.
The research methods applied in this project prodifoar kinds of data for analysis,
interview transcripts (fromemistructured interviews), fieldnotes (from unstructured
interviews, journals, participant observations, and-participant observations), structured
survey questionnaire responses, and multimedia archival éxierson, Fretz, and Shaw 2011)
In total, | conducted 7semistructured interviews, numerous unstructured interviews, and 29
structured interview questionnaires. |l al so t

Texts Dataset came fr om acdnplingpethe exclobahgee ct i on
between China and Oceanic states since 2014. The texts are stored on Evernote and on
December 9, 2021, the database contained 7,80
Dataset with 2010 texts.

As an overall appeach to interpreting data, | drew upon Grounded Theory to conduct an
iterative process of data analy§Gharmaz 2014; Glaser 2002; Glaser and Strauss 2010)
Grounded Theory is an inductive approach to analyzing qualitative data in which hypotldeses an
theory develop from the recurrent collection of qualitative data. Grounded Theory examines the
entanglement of the private and public through a study of interactions and the production of
meaning(Glaser 1992) The researcher’s role is to determ
the people encountered and how those people seek to resolve concerns and adapt to change. In
the Grounded Theory approach, all encounters between the researchehafidlt can be
considered for analysis. Consequently, the scope for capturing the everyday makes Grounded
Theory a strategic choice for this project.

In line with Grounded Theory methodology, | coded data, then grouped closely related

codes into brader concepts. Throughcantinualprocess of interpretative concept memoing, |
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generated hypotheses about the ways in which the state, Chinesdintad companies,

Fijians, and Chinese people responded to the Belt and Road. During this stage of hnalysi
compared conforming and nesonforming hypotheses and clustered consistent hypotheses. |
reexamined norconforming hypotheses as | moved to generate theory through refining and
integrating conforming hypotheses.

Given the qualitative approach thiis project, | also employed a narrative inquiry to
examine the stories, life experiences, and other forms of narration expressed during semi
structured and wunstructured interviews. I n a
became importat to understand the motivations behind the anecdotal aspects of qualitative
data, especially regarding impressions of political, economic, and social change. In organizing
narratives, | adopted the evaluation model, which analyzes the content, detafl&tsp
evaluation, and outcomes of anecdotal acco@tsffey and Atkinson 1996\ narrative inquiry
determines the credibility and transferability of qualitative content; however, the interpretive
value of narrations should not be discarded as these offer insights into the meanings individuals
ascribe to change. Coding within the Grounded Theory approaclifieiéatich nuances in the

intervi ewees positioning when relating aspec

I al so undertook a modified critical di sco
anal ysis” for this worpk.i nge xtheameall yasda 0 nasrhe pus
and other social el ements (power r gRalhuglo ns, i

2013, 9) Through the text aalysis, | compared the relationship between texts fashioned for the

public and the *“soci al texts, or everyday t
insights into the degree state discursive practices are shaped by wider social cespedglly

in the replication of claims and terminology. The analysis of texts ofrigamencounters took

two steps. The first was an initial reading to record the title, date, genre (for example, media

article or government press release), source ljgbbr), topic, and keywords. A second critical

reading noted, the core claim, keywords, agency (who is speaking), omissions, presuppositions,
insinuations, connotations, tone, register, and any standout quotes. Texts were in Chinese and
English. All datavas stored on NVivo. However, the data on the Fiji China texts was also stored

and sorted on an Excel spreadsheet.
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1.4 Chapter Outline

This work is divided inwightchapters, including this Introduction. | begin with
overviews of the literature, in addition to the landscape of China in Fiji and Fiji Chinese relations.
Following these context setting chapters, are the four core chapters of this work, which
construct he everyday geoeconomics concept and the encounters of the Belt and Road in Fiji
from a situated knowledge perspective. | structure the four chapters to provide varied
approaches to the everyday. | present research conducted ontstatate interactionsthe
role of Chinese state linked companies, and civil society interactions, predominantly in Suva. The
conclusion looks back at the work, literature, methods, theory, and data to explain the
significance and applications of everyday geoeconomics throdefaiéed study of the Belt and
Road in FijiThe subsequemtostscriptconsiders the new ethnographic research environment
created during the pandemiBSeveral chapters have been adapted from previously published
work. Chapter 2 appeared, in part, in 22@&dited voluméhe China Alternativas a book
chapter titled “China’s Search for Coherence
article published ifolitical Geograppyn 2020 and an “In Brief” art.]
Pacific Affairat Australian National University. Chapter 5 has been substantively repurposed
from a book chapter submitted to an edited volume tifléte China QuestioAdaptations and
Contestationgublished in 2022In 2021, | published findings from Chapter 7 idi§&ngnd
French as a journal article foutre TerreThe text has been adapted for this monograph. What
follows is a closer summary of each chapter.

Il n Chapter 2, “Shaping Gl obal Forces: The
evaluate twasets of literaturepne concentrated on the Belt and Road Initiative and the other
aboutChina in Oceania. | also analyze work to date published on the BRI in Oceania. Emerging
from this examination is a pattern to-@enphasize grounded work on livegperiences of these
processes of change. Moreover, in Oce&eiatered literature, there is scant research
undertaken on the lives of Chinese companies and migrants new to the,rebioh is
surprising given the impact and significance accorded to ‘Cisiesence in the Pacific Islands

since2006 Schol ar s mai n preoccupation, especial/l

power politics. While China’s broad overseas
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polarized debate about its intentiorisargue that the research is, in the main, absent of peopled
accounts. This lacuna is the space to engage with everyday geoeconomics and to think through
the reflexive processes of change from multiple perspectives. In the context of China, my
dissertationdecenters binary debates about the positive and negative influences of a global
China in a bid to free myself framwkish and dovisideological biass that cloud debates
about Chi na’' s Tgeaonalytadl contrash fetiveee statiseand gidech narratives
facilitates the essential role tdxt analysis and ethnography in everyday geoeconomics.

Il n Chapter 3, “Mapping Chinese Fi,pran " | pr
abstract map built from wordsf the Fiji and China exchanda this chapter | argue that
scholars have overlookenn-state encounters in geoeconomids doing sol, alsonaturalize
the longue durée of Chinese engagement with Fiji through an historical appraisal of rdlations.
demonstratethat Chirese presencéhrough the movement of people or tradereither new to
Fiji,nor Oceania. Also, | look at Fiji Chinese civil society and some of the sites of conflict and
cohesion, such as the prevalence of associations, as well as the relationship to the Fijian state
and other key sectors. Further, the apparatus of the Chinese state in Fiji is mapped through an
explanation of the various political and economic agreements and institutions. Finally, | chart the
private sector encounter in Fiji, examining aid, trade,ianelstment and the growth of Chinese

companies in Fiji.

Chapter 4, “Converging Anticipatory Geogr a
China and Fiji’ s «c¢onv e r-Hjanrdgatioaship. The digcursivar r at i v e
encounter ofthneMar i ti me Si |l k Road (MSR) with Fiji’s o
North,” this chapter argues, enfrancte ses the

entanglement of anticipatory geographiedHin has developed a eproduced discourse of
prosperity between Fijians and ChineBleese ceproduced narratives signal to Fijian civil society
how BRI is consistent with Fijian interests. Moreover, states capture and depfogto-
peoplenarratives to prorote transnational policiesfferinga state version of everyday
geoeconomics that captures local interactions towards policy goals.
Chapter 5, “Agents of The Belt and Road 1 n
Fiji,” f ocus dirkedocampagGiesiopeating in [jit Rredaminately based in Suva,
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these companies have a variety of ownership structures that do not ablveigsisly place them
under state ownership. For example, some entities are stock exchange listed, yet the majority
shareholder is the Chinese state. Also, private entities have bid and won on Chinese state
financed projects in Fiji. Insights on these cames, especially from the middle management
and labor perspective is scant in the grow@ifgna in Oceania literature. The interviews |
undertook, in English and Chinese, offer a snapshot of the everyday interactions and motivations
of these companies ithhe context of securing Belt and Road work and establishing themselves in
Fiji as longerm businesse. | argue Chinese companies deploy their own strategic calculations of
when to engage with Belt and Road projects. On the one hand, BRI offers opartoniti
engage new markets, on the other hand, the Belt and Road brand and its geopolitical baggage
often become public relations challenges.

Il n Chapter 6, “New Lives in New Fiji: Mi gr
new arrivals from China téji since the inception of the Go Out policy. | situate this community
in the successor Belt and Road initiative and
with multigenerational Fijians, the Fijian state, and Fijian society in generalal thek
experience through the lens of state discipline and critique analyses that elide new Fiji Chinese
as extensions of state schemes, including the Belt and Road Initiative. | argue that many of the
migrants occupy space of capital in the logicéeirtdecision making; however, their
connection to Fiji goes beyond economic opportunity toward spaces of values. The decision to
move to Fiji is often nte outside the entrepreneurial encounter as | met with digital nomads,
fertility refugees, and qualiyf life migrants.

Chapter 7, “Reverse Image Engineering: Per
presents views of Melanesian Fijians and JRgians on prominent Chinese construction
projects in Fiji offering an assessment on how far civil sani€ty aligns with the
accommodations in state constructed narratives on the Belt and Road Initiative. In doing this, |
consider two failed and unfinished construction projects. Through a discussion of such
infrastructures, concerns about change on theugd are frequently aired. Anxieties over spaces
of transition, such as construction sites, mirror social change writ large and the necessity to

adjust to new situations. Il n the chapter, Il p
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prevailing unreeptive response to Chinese linked infrastructure. Reverse image engineering
denotes the opposite dynamic to the positive
statement construction of roads, bridges, and buildings.

In the conclding chaptey “ Emeceumth Change,” | return to
a concept shaped by multiple and grounded perspectives, placing it within the process of
managing change. Geoeconomics, and its expression through the Belt and Road, is not the
preserve of the state aneimpowered knowledge producers. Everyday geoeconomics, as
expressed by different actors, considers varied responses to global shifts. In Fiji, this includes the
ways in which migrants, companies, and Fijians deploy strategies to adapt and shape the change
that is Chinese state presence and the accompanying Belt and Road. This thread links the four
core chapters; however, | also consider the broader applications of everyday geoeconomics in
the field of political geography and its conceptual and methodolagpoddibution. To condense
this research, |l write against the erasure of
come with i1t. China’s rise constitutes big ch
ground as much asis inthe metanarratives ofmpowered knowledge producers

The Postface “ The Everyday in Lockdown: Methods
dedicated to a discussion of methods and the researcher approach to handling the frequent
change that is work duringpandemic. | consider the transitions between fieldwork and cyber
spaces, as well the necessity to switch between social and print texts. Moleargeie that
what seem asemporary transitions during the exceptional conditions ofi€d9 do have long
term implications as we become familiar with digital methods of communication. Distanced
fieldwork has arrived, and this requires a process of critical assessment. If everyday
geoeconomics is to make a case to reverse the slide toward empowered knowlddge an

encounter digital methods, the decolonization of cyber and physical spaces must be made clear.
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Figure 12. Mural of Fijian and Chinese CRE@adxers at the perimeter of the FHL Tower construction site in Suva.
Photo by autbr, 221
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CHAPTER 2. SHAPING GLOBAL FORCES: THE BELT AND ROAD AND CHINA IN OCEANIA

The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) has become a synonym for a Chinese form of
globalization. This chapter explores the literature anBlelt and Road and tierceo f Chi na’ s
globalismfrom two perspectives, conceptually and spati@il has been analyzed from
numerous approacheas politicalgeographyincludinggeopolitic andgeoeconomicswhile
China isterventionin the space oDceaniehasincludedstudiesfrom multiple disciplines, such
as political scienceconomics, and historyn considering the two sets of literature together, a
keydevelopmenis identified: peopled research on the Belt and Road and on<ghim¢he
Pacific is only now emerging. This chapter not oullnesthe work leading tahis
development but also places this work as a contribution to the evolving literature on grounded
researchabout the BRI and China in OceaAis such, | demonsie that China as a global force
is populated with hosts, migrants, laborers, and businesspersons, not just statespEnsons.
significance of the g r o u n d e acadentiditerature is that scholarship i®w beginning to
theorize the ways in which people harness and resist transnational processes in multiple ways.

There is no shortage of scholarship and commentary on what the BRI is andimeans.
such a dense research environmemademicsstruggle ovehowto sort the vast array of
opinions and findingabout the Belt and Roath Chapter 2| presenimy own typology of Bl
knowledge productiofrom the perspective gbolitical geograpy That is, organization of Belt
and Road writing into geopolitical, gmmnomic, discursive, and grounded approacBé&snding
in contrastto this expansive collection of literatyrde scholarship on how the Belt and Road
has impactedceanialet aloneFiji, isstill inits early stage€ven if pblications on other
continentalspaces, such as Afriaad Europeare not in short supplyrhose works that are
availableaboutthe Pacific Islands region, | introduce in the second section of this chapter.
However, literature on Chinese presence in the regiomi® prevalent than that focused on
Fji. The word ®“region” is key, as examinations
implications for Oceania as a whole. Case studies of individual states exist, yet the academic
debate is focused on@ntinentalscde. The consequence of such approacis@sportant to

consider as the different conditions of individual societies in the vast spaces of ecanmee
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subsumed. Writing that elides diversity in Oceania invariably focuses on strategy, especially the
political, economic, or military strategies of states external to the region. In the process,

discussion over the exercise of Pacific agency is overlooked.

2.1 The Making of a Global Silk Road

I n the | ess than ten year siansdumtioggtheXi Ji npi n
inception of the Belt and Road Initiative, popular and scholarly writing dRImas boomed
with a wide range of institutions and ideological viewpoints represented. A search of the term
“Belt and Road | ni t isaarchengne in&epterhber02GyeterlalmostS ¢ h o
37,000 results. Nevertheless, dominant themes in the political geography literature are
identifiable, which are predominately occupied with strategic intent and concentrated on the
state. | examine three inithchapter. The first of these makes the geopolitical/territorial case for
the BRI, especially focused on China’s i mpact
more domestic gaze analyzing the geoeconomics/capital dimensions. Far fromuksiaisc
and implementation of material outcomes, the third theme evaluates Belt and Road discourse
and the ways in which a diverse field of actors have rhetorically deployed the initiative. Further, |
argue a new, and fourth, theme is emerging moving aisadygay from power politics and
towards materially and discursively grounded accounts of Belt and Road interactions. These
works tend not to privilege the perspective of states, but those of people and their encounters
with BRI.

The Geopolitical Initiate

A great deal of scholarly writing is devoted to the discussion of the Belt and Road as
China’s bid to extend influence on territory
spatially led framework, as well as the regional origins of BRI,draa sieminance of analysis
examining Eurasi@allon 215; Pantucci and Lain 2018hese works continue the propagation
of Mackinder’s ®“Heartland Theory,” which plac
(Mackinder 1904)Control oflandmasss critical in determining the course of world power. As

scholarship has developed, the geographical boundaries of Chinese ambitions on territorial
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influence have moved from the regional to the global scale and from control of land to the sea
(Blanchard and Flint 2017)

A key thread in the geopolitical theme oftBand Road literature is the intent of the
initiative’s crafters to threaten, or at | eas
affairs. Clark¢2018)v i ews BRI as China’s attempt to terri
stifling U.S. dominance. As such, China’'s new
Indo-Pacific region with Eurasia a sphere of Chinese influence, while the Uate=sir8tains
control of the oceans. Threat analyses, mostly to the political, economic, and military interests of
the United States, have been explored by an number ofbdsed think tanks, such e
Center for Strategic and International Studies, Cbwm Foreign Relations, and Brookings
(Johnson 2016; Chatzky and McBri@2@® Bhattacharya et al. 201%ydopting a more
competitive than threat approach, other analysts describe the Belt and Road as offering
possibilities for conflict and cooperation given the entanglement of political and economic
motivations with territoral logics the precursor for disputes. Kevin(2@il8, 831argues the BRI
i s neither geopolitical, nor geoeconomic, but
economic and diplomati 20&)wr ategy Chi Hawsver foB

of global power structuresareinmai The United States hegemony
be challenged. Accesspower isadecision made in Washington, DC.

According to some scholars, threat and competition analyses on BRI miss the point. The
Belt and Road is a project of globa&lusion that stands in contrast to the goal of territorial
dominance in the political and economic domdlria and Dunford 2016Moreover, the policy
has the potential to transform the BRI region
to this future prosperity come from external actors with vested interedtseiistatus quo
(Huang 2016, 314Yaking this @sitive evaluation further, Dunford and I8019)argue that the
intent of the Belt and Road to overturn hegemony is not about challenge, but about peace and
equity, as the current structures supp dangerous economic imbalances that cause political
instability. I n sum, the Belt and Road is a d

develop a new inclusive international platform where economic globalization could benefit more

regims and mo(tieangpDumqrd 2@16, 325)
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The BRI’'s role in the export of a “Chinese
territorial logic explored in academic works. A narrative of accelerated growth in the Chinese
economy lifting millions from poverty has become an ideological rallyiiig opposition to the
unfair practicesofnebi ber al i sm. The China model i's a for
manages liberalization of markets while retaining ultimate government control over the
economy(So and Chu 2012fhat gren, states with high degrees of centralization, such as
China, can better handle discontentment among labor, production, or capital. Nevertheless,
Baboneg2020) writes the China model is not realistically exportable as the strength of the state
across diverse sovereign spaces varies. Bureaucratized states, such as Mexico or Poland, appear
more suitable for the export of the China model; however, where gavee is weaker, the

template for growth is unlikely to replicate the same successes.

The Geoeconomic Initiative

The Belt and Road is further examined as a geoeconomic project with domestic
considerations, particularly in the economy, as drivingadapith ogi ¢ t o Chi na’ s i
(Summers 2016; X. Zhang 20Marxist perspect' s pr edomi nat e, and Har ve
(2005) which explains how capital must pursue spatial expansion to sustain growth, is a
common theoretical foundation of geoeconomic
up as the motivation to seek new markets and opportunities overseas. In adddidinuing
legitimacy of CCP administration is pegged to continued economic growth in an unspoken
compact between Chinese citizens and rulers. Although partner statesthesBoR | “The Sil
Road countries wildl pr ovi dercess & manuiectur&deptoductst or C
and const r ucdWw R0dh 358Howerear, overgccumulation does not necessarily
explain al/l the Belt and Road’ s domestic ai ms
border provinces and regions, as well as in the heavy manufacturing areas of the norteeast, a
just as relevant. These spaces of the Chinese economy have not kept pace with coastally driven
growth, whether in light, exporientated manufacturing, or in the new technology and service
led economy. Further, while overcapacity and domestic imbadalinave their roles, so does the

exportof Chinese engineering and constructgiandardsnto overseas economies, and so
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creating new dimensions to disruptioisthe global economgP. Cai 2017As such, an

emphasis on the material and infrastructural aspects of Belt and Road connectivity, including

railways, ports, roads, and pipeds has been foregrounded in other scholarly appraisals
(Blanchard and Flint 2017; Jonlaki t h i 2020; JakoObowski,. Popt awsk

Scholars have worked on parsing understandings of theBeltaRo a d ' s
geoeconomic/capital and geopolitical/territorial approaches. Some, using BRI as an example,
claimthat it is towards economic factors observers must turn to trace shifts in global power
(Beeson 2018)Others, such as Harv@yarvey and Paik 201 ©ontend the implementation of
BRI is part of a broader shift in Chiraf territorial to capital logics. These two nodes of power,

Harvey claims, for a period, operated dialectically; however, after thef@@@8crisiswhen

demand for Chinese manufacturing declined, Ch
overaccunulation and spatial expansion occurred to manage the crisis, China found it difficult to
maintain the balance between territorial and capitalist logics. A further group of scholars note
Harvey’' s succession of | ogi ¢ s hdinvaverneent ofrstete r e ma i
owned enterprises in clear | oss making BRI en
not fully emergedDunford and Liu 2019)

Further, the sheer range of BRI actors means thevefirgy of geopolitical/territorial and
geoeconomic/capital logics is fruitless. The engagement of multiple private and state enterprises
combined with varying scales of government administration and leadership, as well as on the
ground operational entitiesnakes any search for an all explaining Chinese state motivation
meaningles¢Breslin 2013; Flint and Zhu 2019; Sum 20&8)en that so many actors are
nvol ved in BRI projects from policy formation
invest ment” el i des c o(@KlLeex02he(R0d)refazuseslonties of p
domestic structures and politics underpinning the Belt and Road by identifying three influencing
factors: a small group of elite political leaders; the mobilization of ministries, provinces, and
state-owned enterprises towards BRbjacts and aims; and the desire for control over dissent
constructing a “politics of pleasing” by depl
examination indicates a more centralized quality to BRI that is supported by the 2017 decision

forr the Chinese Communist Party t ocorpogations, i tt en |
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thus making the division between political and economic interests further impodd#rias and
Agnew 202Q)As one prominent BRI contractor, China Railway Group, remarked, changes to its

byl aws i ntegrate the reinforinprovementofof | eader

corporat e (Hughee20kvlanc e”

The Discursive Initiative

A further body of scholarship examines the narratives of the Belt of Road. Even before
exploring the classification of these discourses, Narins and Ag62®, 810p oi nt t o BRI * s
contradictions and ambiguities to argue the p
Chinese government an ekcastidenyityg”debdi ot hegr
seeming lack of clarity can act as a mobilization tool in differing contexts as a multitude, and at
times contrastingset ofactors cast justifying rationales onto their participation in the initiative.
Narinsand Ayew add the | ack of any official BRI mar
physical and conceptual boundaries to external entities. Nevertheless, scholars have attempted
to shed | ight on China’s “ geopo katettocamdtivei dent i
promotion. Callaha(2016)sees BRI as part of a comprehensive scheme that includes novel
institutions, such as the Asian Infrastructure and Investment Bank, to not only achieve Xi
Jinping’s China ®ctaam, " bammanhistoy t of comar ed de:
spaces. China’'s identity is inextricably bond
“wivm n” angslodtslo'ut & demgiesan @dologca stance opposing hegemonic
neoliberalism. ThedX and Road is presented as an alternative, offering freedom from the
inequitable conditions of finance and trade reinforced in the Breton Woods instit(ibons$ord
and Liu 2019; 8. Lee, Wainwright, and Glassman 20A8plyses sympathetic these goals,
echo Chinese state branding, including the | a
coexistence(Dunford and Liu 2019; Lin and Wang 2017a; Liu and Dunford 2016)

Hagiographic accounts of the Belt and Road
economics and pol i ti c 9Renz20i6ploradtelthg inifiabve ast he wor |
China’s contribution to end economic inequity

other states to meet their infrastructure and connectivity needs; therefore, taking partners
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beyond aid and purpoadétul bpdcombesemantd..t o m
el i mi nat i(nngandpMang017bPr’the other hand, critical work examines these
narratives within affective contexts, particularly in regard tpehand fear; propagation of these
positive discourses masks the anxieties of delaying the domestic impacts of overaccumulation
through overseas encountefSum 2019)

The revitalization of Silk Road histories has been heavily deployed in discussions of the
Belt and Road. Before the Silk Road saturation brought on by BRRA2Bin219presciently

asks about wherethesemed n i magi nings may | ead, taking u
to celestial and cyber Silk Roads traveled at ever more dizzying speeds through uninhabited
domains.” I n Chinese contexts, Silk Road narr
and economic presence; further, overseas observers leverage this history to evidence

geopolitical ambitions and the creation of a Sinocentric wendnkopan 2018; Kaplan 2019;

Sidaway and Woon 2017%)inter(2019)builds on links between the Silk Road and BRI proposing

the Silk Road’s “ geoaccuhliteurianlg pXoiweldri”n pai sn gc' rsi tviics
This power not only normalizes and historiciz

BRI region, much like the Silk Road, as a shared space, albeit one that places China at the
forefront of worldpolitics. Ferdinan@016)adds that it is not just imagined Belt and Road
spaces that are shared, the notion of a China Dream, with its accompanying stories of national
rejuvenation, now occupies a collective aspiration, so that for the initiative to succeed, we
should think of a@nmunal World Dream. In a review forum, contributors note the

foregrounding of the state Iin Winter’'s concep
production of knowledge. As such, this overvi
as a pmnt of departure. While the themes of geopolitics, geoeconomics, and discourse all play an
important role, a fourth theme on grounded views is emerging, privileging the ways in which

people make sense of China’s presence oversea

The Grounded Initiative
The search for strategic intent commonly binds the three themes outlined above. Often,

writing on the Belt and Road becomes a state
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overseas grand ambitions on a global stage. The people involved in theegt@nghgements
of the BRI are either passive or absent. interactionsof the Belt and Road are missing. This

harmonization of agency, whether in the words of a scholar or statesperson, belieSlivbaa

etal. (2020,2s al | t he “messy” Belt and Roark, noting
“contingent, and uneven in their outcomes, e
presenting it as a unified framework and str

grounded, or peopleentered, impacts of the Belt and Rpadnore anbiguous field
materializes, which includes an emphasis on how BRI works, rather than how officials and
analysts tell us how it intends to work.
In a 2016 special issueBdirasian Geography and EcononiWeh and Wharton (2016,
298)d r aw out the relationship between construc

economic blueprint of imposingnf r astructure projects i mage
anticipate positive impressions of China from receptive local communities. The entanglement of
bodies and buildings through intangible perceptions and material outcomes offers a further
pergective on understanding grounded relationships; that is, the sense of host identification or
attachment to the infrastructures of the Belt and Road, especially as overseas spaces have
diverse and complex notions of ownership. Furthermore, the specialoffgus one of the

initial examinations of lived experiences during the earliest years of the BRI. The articles capture
by what means movements of Chinese people and capital variably affect host sadigties.
(2016)describes the convivial relationships between Kyrgyz traders in the Dordoi bazaar in
Bishkek and their Chinese suppliers, despite rising and loud nationalShamgse rhetod

among local politiciangackson and Dear (20X6Jer to community memories of Chinese
occupation in Mongolia as defining elements in the success of Belt and Road investment in the
mining sector, aniiik (D16)outlines the limits of transferring Chinese state approaches to
development, tested in the nedan borderlands of China, to minority regions of Burma. These
works illustrate how everyday interactions and inherited sensitivities provide intimate and
affective appraisals of grousevel transactions with Chinese people and companies. In many

cases, the work shows how local responses may not always be in step with host state approaches

towards Chinese economic presence.
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“China’ s Belveandi Readf tomtiheéi Gr PBolitnatl , ” a
Geographyalso demonstrates growing research interests in the lived experiences of BRI
engagements. The issue demonstrates the globality of the BRI, including case studies from Africa,
Europe,and Oceania as well as a range of Asian subregions. Overall, the research highlights how
host interactions with BRI projects have become influential in explaining the shortfalls and
advantages of the Belt and Ro&tlurton and Lord (202Q)onsider the ways in which Chinese
and Nepalese actors variously enlist the same BRI projects for their own political and economic
agendas. Examining road constructions and mining investni@ogsjja (202 ssesses how
political uncertainty and fiscal constraints in the Balkans translate into social acceptance of
Chinese interventions over any Beilad exertion of power over the region. In an article
situated in Central Asia,gh conf |l uence of China’s domestic ar
and defined ambitions to project influence into Eurasia jeopardize the positive engagement of
Kazakhs with Chinese investment through(BRint 2020)

Since 2020, other scholars have taken up the movement for ethnographically focused
research on BRKarrar and Mostowlansky (202@)ncentrate on the domestic politics of
Tajikistan and Pakistan noting that state narratives of Belt ardld®oaectivity merely build on
existing relationships; further, the authors argue BRI investment is leveraged as a tool of
authoritarian consolidation that either prolongs or intensifies abuse of local people. In an
analysis of the trankaos railway, padf a broader BRiranded connectivity plan in Southeast
Asia,W. K. CheR020)explains that bilateral financing arrangements for cats$ion projects
can leave laborers vulnerable to exploitation. In the case study, as credit for the railway became
unavailable and contractors sought to gelince the development, at risk Chinese laborers
replaced those from Laos, who had earlier pstee delayed wage payments. The enterprise
had rendered intended beneficiaries, from labor to employers, as casualties of large
infrastructure projects. FurtheLindberg and Biddulph (202dnomote a livelihoods approach,
especially towards understanding the gammental impacts of BRI projects, to counter the
scalar fixity on the national and regional and thematic fixity on economics and politics in Belt and

Road analysis.
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2.2 Oceania and a Global China

In 2013, at the inauguration of the Pacific Islandgel@@ment Forum (PIDF) in Nadi, Fiji,
Pacific statesperson Tony de Brum captured an
prescriptions of our development partners as normtilat we must do what we are told to do,
not what we(Tanea2015, 84)The cdnamerit bore the widespread frustration with
neoli beral conditionality attached to “tradit
international political and economic power inequities exposed by market globalism occurred as
Pacific peoples sustained a profound decolonization pros#sshincluded freedom from
economic exploitation. Pacific intellectuals, such as Bernard NarakobMdearTjibaou, and

Epel i Hau' of a, established the theoretical un
through seHreliance, identity (re)presentan, and a collective consciousness.

Neoliberal conditionality in Oceania accelerated after the 1987 coup in Fiji. To avoid any
such future political instability, “tradition
economic measures, such as tleregulation of markets, privatization of state assets, and
opening of customary land. Such measures were indicators of good governance(Zslager
92)t races these remedies to Australian think ta
value free.” Further, the perceived urgency f
reform drew from structural adjustment idlgies predominant in the Bretton Woods
international finance institution@sian Development Bank 2012; UNESCAP.2bBib®ever, by
2016, the Asian Development Bank concluded liberalization policies were not to blame for slow
economic growth, but improper implementatigfuswanto and Ali 2016)0ceanic states were
in a CatcH22. Good governance carfrem neoliberal reforms, but successfully enacting
neoliberal reforms needed good governance. Yet, the prescription on opening markets, assets,
and land persists. A World Ba@R17)report distills the regionaconomy to a critical need to
develop the tourism, technology, labor mobility, fisheries, and controversially-séeemining
sectors. The recommendations came with an *“or
economic integration, such as the 20@acific Agreement on Closer Economic Relations
(PACER), that include the relatively giant economies of AustralfeotaatodNew Zealand,

demonstrate how the inequitable rearrangement of the Oceanic economy endures.
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The rematerializing engagement ofifizhin Oceania, directed by the Belt and Road
Initiative, entered this contested field. Rather than a bid for hegemony, Chinese presence and
the BRI opened new possibilities for Pacific peoples to shape global forces and redefine
relationships with formeor current colonizers. As Fijian Prime Minister, Bainimarama
commented at a tetchy Pacific Islands Forum m
us .. They don’t go down and tell the world that
i sl ands.dd htelyatd.o nT h e y(Kelly 2019Vhdedhene is angeleneeht political
posturing in the statement, Bainimarama al so
region new rules prevailed in Oceania. The remaindeli®ttiapter presents the literature on
increasing Chinese presence in the Pacific Islands and the shaping of this new global force within
the region, including geopolitical, geoeconomic, and discursive analyses of the emerging

paradigm, as well as evolvirgsearch focused on grounded impacts.

Formative Scholarship, 202014

D’ A {2@14)writesGo Outinitiated a new historical phase of Chinese interactions in
Oceania given rejuvenated opportunities for aid, trade, investment, funding, and mobility. This
phase, beginning in 2000, succeeded a longer arc of Chinese engagements, including the staged
movenent of Chinese traders, indentured workers, and political refugees traceable to the
nineteenth century. Although the inception of Go Out, a Chinese state policy, marks a watershed
inSineOceani c interactions, f or \wasattheimvitationefr s, Ch
Pacific Island states. Nevertheless, between 2000 and 2014 writing about the transforming
power politics in Oceania clustered around threat narratives, reflecting a perceived loss of
influence to China, as well as agency narratnefkecting a resistance to the inequities of the
existing state of affairs. In either case, these narratives shared a belief that Chinese presence
lacked coherence, and that the rise of China had become a global force. The accumulation of
analyses examing the threat, agency, and incoherence of China anticipated and reproduced
debates surrounding the Belt and Road explored above.

In 2009, Hanso(2009, 1)opened a policy brief for the Lowy Institute with the following,
“China | acks a c¢ dpregrasmnntthe Bacificbeyoadgcheckingand i t s a i
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reversing diplomatic recognition of Taiwaand tends to pursue shetter m obj ect i ves.
conclusion of Chinasmakeshift donor echoed a wider unfavorable sentiment on China and not
just on aid disburseménOriginating from state entities, influential think tanks, universities, and
amplified by a loud media, particularly in Australia, threat narratives offered a Gatsbyian stage
over the virtues of old versus new money. The nouveau riche Chinese as disrtiptoexisting
order.Henderson (2001), Henderson and Reilly (2003) and Windybank &§2008presentative
ofasubgenr e of threat narratives best classified
region vulnerable to Chinese ambitions for global power in exchange for economic assistance.
When Windybank2005)wr i t es “strategic issues often have
understanding that dependence on Chinese capital will convert into hard power demands. Shie
(2007)and Seil{2009)add China has ambitions for a military presend@deania, which is
partly the result of passivity from the United States and Australia. The alarmism of this writing
could be a rhetorical device; however, it ignored the rationales of Pacific peoples while eliding
the composition of Chinese engagementsitégne(2012)downplayed the prospect of Chinese
militarism in Oceania, yet concludes realism tells us states will actimeedtt ard self
preservation should the need arise.

The 2005 Australian Senate’s i nquiry into
several supporters of threat narratives, including Ron Crocombe, John Henderson, Benjamin
Reilly, and Susan Windybank. Basethroad characterizations of an entire region, the
Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade claimed Pacific Island states were susceptible
to influence and corruption due to their | ow
me ¢ h a ni smositdr pdlititad and administrative liabiliggustralian Government 2005,
175) Furthermore, the committee highlighted how aid without conditionality drives regional
legislators and state officials toward criminal behaw@ating an air of political instability (ibid.,
179). Following the 2006 inquiry, two reports from the Lowy Institute proved influential in
circulating notions of Chinese aid as a negative influence on regional order. The first, published
in2009andcitd above, stressed Chi ncauntsy fuhdang kioriteE coor d
and the excessive secrecy of aid finan¢itenson 2009)Further, Chinese assistance projects

were not so condition free and embedded provisions, such as the procurement of labor and
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materials from Chia, encouraged anChinese sentiments among Pacific Islanders (ibid.). The
later Lowy Institute report, published in 2011, upped the risks and implied Chinese aid funding
was a debt tragHanson and Fifita 2011) Al s o, China’s bad influence
Hanson and Fifit2011)discussed Chinese migrants as having a harmful social impact, growing
lawlessness needed to be addressed if Oceania wanted to avoid incorporation into the territories
of Chinese criminal gangs. This repeated earlier concerns, Cro(200@¢ in his extensive
studyAsia in the Pacific Islands: Replacing the Vddsges gambling, prostitution and drug
dealing among Chise migrants had contributed to an alarming rise in crime.
Checkbook diplomacy, or the exchange of aid for diplomatic recognition, between China

(the People’ s Republic of China) and Tai wan (

incoherentpresencaccor ding to some observers. Beijing’
partners has fluctuated between contest and truce, leading to accusations of waning interest
during times of détente. Worse than this, Dolf2007,3\ar gues, “di pl omati c <co
between China and Taiwan is destabilizing island states in the South Pacifig,Paakic
politics more corrupt an dheParifidslandsiasogeopatitical ” Hi s
stagebyl i mi ti ng Oceanic states’ agency to the abi
for elite enrichment. Dobe(R007)also criticizes opaque aid giving and diplomatic recognition
quidproquostat under mi ne good governance and prop
Melanesia. Yet, the lack of discussion over grounded benefits, harm, or complications is not only
absent in these examples of the checkbook diplomacygeualbe of threat literatue, but also
el sewher e. The focus on the regional scale (a
(2010)edited volume entitled_.ooking North, Looking South: China, Taiwan, and the South
Pacifi¢ which stands in contsato later interventions in understanding the role of Taiwan
(Marinaccio 2019; 2021)

WesleySmith(2007, 5xcharacterizesthrda nar r ati ves as | argely *
revitalized presence in Oceania is neither hegemonic, all negative, nor, more importantly,
imposed. Pacific states hathe agencyo choose additional economic partners, and justifiably
so. Structural adjustent evangelism meant Australia and the United States were far from

passive, resentment in Oceania turned into new opportunities for China and others. Any
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subsequent strategic fears in Canberra and Washington, DC about China tended not to play well
in Padic Island capitals. Wesk&mith(2010,33wr ot e t hat i n these objec
of island states or the welfare of Pacific |Is
Smi t h a n(@01(pedited velumeGhina in Oceania: Reshaping the Padiid@ded
anay ses from Sol omon 1| sl ands, Fiji, Samoa, Tong
transactions are driven by pressing contemporary needs, such as infrastructure construction and
action on the climate crisis. The work of Br@it13)and Dornan and Braii2014)also places
agency in the Pacific arguing a partnership of government with Chinese companies brought the
Chinese state tthe region, while responsibility of grant and loan agreements, as well as project
effectiveness, lay with recipients. Consequently, if projects should not (or should) meet
expectations, the Chinese actors involved were not the only accountable entitiesalfsChi
considered a regional power, it is merely by def@ulzhang 2015)

Furthermore, agency narratives moderated any sense of a coordinated Chinese approach
to Oceania. Yan@009; 2011rontends China has neither the hard power, nor the soft power in
the region to compete with the U.S. and Australia. There is no grand strategy, just a small role for
Oceania in China’ s gl o.Rlsol Chisesestate becufitp anxieties arex r a |
focused in far off spaces, such as North Korea, the South China Sea, and PakistaBnWhsley
and Porter(WesleySmith and Porter 2010lgreed, clamingChan" s i nt er est s ar e 1
and muting the activities of Tai (Brante&l® di pl om
158)is predominantly transactional and more likely than not led by Chinese investors than to a
state blueprintKabutaulaka 2010) D’ Ar c vy, M a(20b40 112),in amimrddudfian tow |
the edited volumePacificAsia Partnerships in Resource Developnoeniclude China as less
“desitzaibng force” and Pacific |Islanders as mor €
interests in dealings yR0lR)locate thda nsediadireAugralidandul | i v
AotearodNew Zealand as popularizing threat over agencsatiees, adding careless elisions
and omissions mean “China and the homogeni zed

in an alien mor al uni ver se.
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Diversifying Scholarship, 20Rdesent

Since 2014, scholarship on Chinese presence in Oceania has on the one hand expanded
beyond statist analysis, while on the other continued to reproduce threat and agency narratives.
While 2014 marks the inception of the 21st Century Maritime Silk Roésh firacedes an
important conference on China held in Samoa. The tage2015 meeting and subsequent
edited volumeChina and the Pacific: The View from Oceamderscored China as an
indisputable londerm presence and the sore need for new research directions. Scholars,
activists, diplomats, and politicians from across Oceania set a foundation for diversifying analysis
beyond threat and agency debates. Tojpictuded history, climate change, migration, civil
society, private investment, lived experiences, aid, resource extraction, regionalism, and security
(Powles 2016)

Il n the context of the 2015 -geneoffivetingpnce, a *“
appeared in Austral i ald e n(@awardones 20133pwydnstduieo n s . H

analysis, withtheself | | ustrBt gvEnoughefor Al Il of Us, C a |
even if replicating the perspectives of external powers. Now,i na was consi dered
and the job was to “maximize the positive and
(HaywardJones 2013, 1Jour years later, in a second think tank report, produced by the

Australian Strategic Policy Institute, W#Ri317)called the meeting of external interests in

Oceania “Crowded and Complex.” Wallis reintro
proposes defense from looming security thredotigh reengagement with regional

institutions and a cooperative approach with other powers. And so, state and security centered
analyses proved enduring during a period of novel research directions. H20E®and Chen
Xiaocher(2019)r eveal China’'s i mpact on Australia’s at

Pan, Clarke, and L@Vilson (2019and Jhg2019)declareOceania a geopolitical stage or

t heater of rivalry.

Road as a setting albeit with Oce¢g@onnollyg20p0; aced

These grand strategy fr

Rodd 202Q)However, despite this perceived isolatilangerOceanic states, such as Fiji and
Papua New Guinea, haevé¢raged BRI as a means to enhancing regional power, or global

agendagPan, Clarke, and L-@yilson 2019; Rodd 202QYleanwhile, other scholars assess the
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advantages of the Belt and Road to national economies, contrasting the risks of debt,
opportunistic Chinese contractors, and the capacitpadllofficials against the benefits of
infrastructure financing and constructionHa nnan and Firth 2016; O’ Dov

Pacific peoples have promoted regionalism a meanarnoelss external forces while

advocating collective interesfbry2019) I n hi s i nfl uenti al essay, “
Hau '(1®94p148wr i t es, “Views of the Pacific from th:
macropolitics often differ markedly from thos

(1994,1520 i sti ngui shes between a perception of thi

“a seandosf. i sThe former, he argues, i s an exter
people of the Pacific that emphasizes “smalln
from each other. The | atter, H a tuclariids andwirmgn t i nu e

political, economic, cultural, and social links across a communal space. It is the difference
between the toponyms the Pacific Islands and Oceania.

Hau‘ofa’s vision had a profound effect on

decolmi zati on efforts. Oceania’s preeminent mul:t
was a natural location to articulate regionalism, as it did through its Blue Pacific ddhoegzn

2020) In parallel to these inteli¢ual and political articulations of regionalism, Fry and T&rie

and Tarte 2015 dvanced the “New Pacific Diplomacy,”
assertvee ss of Oceania’s governments towards pres
|l ndeed, Australia’ s recalcitrance on climate
issue(Debnath 2021)If the Blue Pacific concept reclaimed agency frolonizers, the New

Pacific Diplomacy was in part enabled by the
(WesleySmith 2016)Fry and Tart€2015b)i dent i fy Fi ji s i solation af
search for new partners, and the development of relations with China as the path towards
eventual |l everage over traditionali® partners a
establishment of the PIDF in 2013, without AustraliafotéarodNew Zealand, but with nen

state actors, further expressed the mood. Tdiftarte 2017pdds the New Pacific Diplomacy

goes beyond mer e |l everage” and takes advocac

Oceani a. Fiji’s leadership in multilateral fo
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Pacifc Small Island Developing States, and Alliance of Small Island States, means it has become
assertive globally.
Since 2014, scholarship on Chinese assistance to Oceania has largely moved past the

good or bad,” saése dCh (Btsasggnajsr e senc e

binary of
database on Chinese aid projects since 2006 was an important contribution in quantifying the
extent and range of Chinese assistance. fdteen analyses, especially the worlEok and
Dornan (2018)Van Grieken and Kantorowicz (2Q2d)dRajah, Dayant, and Pry{2919)
proved instrument al i n substantively critiqui
on little more than anecdote. Brant and Dorn@®14)shape coherence out of diverse Chinese
interventions by outlining the multidimensionality of Chinese aid financing, as welldigetrse
number of aid agencies from the provincial to the national levels. Denghua(2banyfurther
deconstructs a monolithic “China” through an
frameworks built into assistance, including @has rising power, developing country, and
Socialist state. These narrative refinements are critical in image building among recipient states
and are further extended inwiontiwvhat secaedyi n
the exploitaten o f “tradi tional” partners. Further, D
built on our understanding of Chineggeesence irDceania through surveys of academic
knowledge production, scholarships, and méBiazhang, Hogg, and Gessler 2017; D. Zhang and
Watson 2020; D. Zhang 2021)

Smithe t  (20L4)regport for the United Nations Development Programme offered a
lucid appraisal on broadly agreed primegpand future directions for Chinese assistance. What

was clear is first, Oceania’s ownership over
response to Pacified requests. Then, what neededdema de c¢cl ear was China’ s
break outof its fixation on staté¢o-state deals and ground its assistance with civil society

inclusion. Zhang and Laws@®17)take the opposite view in terms of scale; as regionalism

becomes a normative discourse, bilateral approaches will look out of step. Indeed, Denghua
Zhang2020)pr oposes tril ateral aid, between China,

might offer a compromise.
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The lived experiences of Chinese and Pacific Islanders at the local scale is under
documented(lati 2016) This is no surprise given the ongoing threat and agency debate in the
literature. However, an emerging body of work is beginning to document grounded interactions,
offering insights into how Chinese and Oceanic sogthape global politics. This new body of
research was built on earlier work; yet, ethnographic accounts, such as those of James Chin
(2008) Inglis(1991; 1997)and Ichikaw#2006) focused solely on Papua New Guinea (PNG).

Wi | | nf20@41200%; 2007; 201 ¢pnsiderable doauentation on the historical movement of
Chinese peoples offered a regionwide overview. The significant development of ethnographic
work was not only to parse the Chinese state from Chinese peoples, but also to humanize
Chinese mobility.

Gr ae me S ikimbstlyPNG centered, has pioneered research on the lived
experiences and tPhaec i“fmecs se nnce(@odf, L0phgerd®n Smoi t h’ s
Chnese resp#Assas”’”toi bAsti n Solomon I sl ands, P
call for researchers to abandon “China” monol
held by the Chinese merchants, Chinese officials and ordinags€liizens is indicative of a
need to unpack “the Chinese’ and ‘“the China t
study centered on Chinese in the retail, construction, and mining sectors revealed how Chinese
diplomats were far from inoncert with recent migrants and viewed them as an
“embarrassment.” This makes sense since Chine
The migrants’ challenges in PNG society and r
“di squal i fileld & dcecim |{Smtdu20ld,827pemorettating the transitional
periodinChind ocused research on t he (Padconfributontoe gi nni
PacifieAsia Partnerships in Resource Developerarhines thexperience of Chinese migrants
to PNG from Fuging, Fujian, specifically the
perceived in comparison to “old” communities
overseas, earn money, and remit funds fonifg in China is overwhelming, creating a burden to
withstand arduous work in PNG.

If the publication oChina and the Pacific: The View from Oceaar2@15 set a research

agenda for a more nuanced assessmerdumelhd Chi na
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China Alternative: Changing Regional Order in The Pacific,|slamasstrated the continuing
evolution of scholarship. Developed from a workshop held at The University of the South Pacific,
Port Vila in February 2019, the book included contidmstfrom 17 academics and two senior
politicians. The introduction centers the challenges and opportunities presented by an
intensification of power politics in Oceaf@&mith and Weslegmith 2021) The editors describe
Oceania as confronted with the doorstep pressures of a world dividing between China and the
United Sates, as well as the questions these forces present to prioritizing regional security, such
as the climate crisis. The chapters predominately coalesce on analyses of power politics from the
perspective of foreign policy, regional order, and diplomacyidimg contributions from Varrall,
lati, Finin, and Maclellan who consider the responses of Auskat@arodNew Zealand, the
United States and France to Chinese influ¢Boeith and Weslegmith 2021)While
foregrounding power politicshe volume maintains the important research approaches of
agency and grounded perspectives and how these change with strategic competition.
Kabutaulak#2021)stresses the importance of the Blue Pacific concept as an instrument for
Pacific Islanders to harness an assertive Paeifitered voice that visualizes Oceania in ways
that challenge the mapping of external powers. The final chapters of the book dire¢hes to
next stage of work on Chifiacused research on Oceania; that is, how grounded actors manage
the discursive and physical spaces of global power politics. Sheng an(8aiijhritically
analyze the terms of “old” and “new” Chinese
perceptions, as well as the low likelihood Chinese communities will become enrolled in Chinese
state policies, suchs the Belt and Road. However, Matl§{@b21, 470toncludes the corrupt
commercial activities of Chinese citizens in Papua New Guinea leads to local resentment and that
China shoul d t'rtalk et lsdierp smawe meomt s and prevent
As noted at the beginning of this chaptance 2000the important body of scholarship
evaluating the impacts and aims of Chinese presence in Oceania has developed into a wide
ranging debateWhen examining this work in combination with the Belt and Road Initiative
literature, this chapter argues that only recently has research attention in these areas turned

towards peopled accounts. | locate my research in this emerging pattern of scipaiarsh
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accentuatehat a rounded comprehensiaf the BRI and Chinese presence in Oceania requires
an ethnography that takes analysis of China as a global force beyond states and statespeople

Next, drawing on fieldwork and an existing, if modest, boay@fr k , I map a “Ch
Fiji” that offers an insight into the intrica

Chinese anéPacificpeoples.
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CHAPTER 3. MAPPING CHINESE FIJI

Encountersin May 2021, in the early daysFof | i s s e c o-h9dnfeutiang,¢he o f Co
government announced the establishment of
The purpose was to restrict people’” s travel
In Suva, we found ourselves &sed by an internal border that stretched from Lami to

the east to Nausori in the north. Residents were confined to their homes and the city.
Despite Suva's connectivity to the rest of
sense of physical isolati. | sat in my apartment, in my own containment zone, conducting
interviews over Zoom, and plotted solo walking routes through the city. On foot, |
photographed the material signs of Chinese presence, construction projects and
microenterprises, once fillewith people. Now, some of those people appeared on my
computer screen to talk to me in a new normal of the everyday. On one outing, | was
walking along Stinson Parade Road, facing Suva Harbor. | stopped and wondered what the
Chinese imprint on the physiclandscape around me has been and looked: The Stinson
Parade Bridge, built by China Railway 14, partly funded with a grant, and a BRI project; the
discrete Shanghai Seafood Restaurant, hidden at edge of Ratu Sukuna Park; the
refurbished Suva Civic Centamother Belt and Road construction; and sitting in dock, the

Yuan Wang 5, a Chinese navy tracking ship sprouting satellite dishes across its deck.

3.1 Talking (Back)story
There is a Chinese Fiji, a Chinese Suva. A map that exists together withita, phys
administrative, and demographic representations of the land. It h&giastoponyms and

Chinese waypoints. For cartographers, there

the people anm!| Suva; etnldé se htéashsbecad, theloetresskb op t o g

S

Embassy, the best school, the Halilt skyscraper. The Chinese Fiji and Suva map has its
variables, from the temporal to the spatial and positional. From the earliest Cantonese
wanderers starting new lives as tradershie hew Liaoning migrant opening a strip mall

microenterprise, history, combined with politics and economics has built a dense community
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landscape. Positionality is key in defining the boundaries of this abstract map, mine looks
different from a Fijian, ajjFChinese, or a recent migrant from Mainland China. We Veved
reasongo build the map from the need for material and cultural support to the need to write a
dissertation. However, what we have in common is the desire to make intangible maps of the
everyday encounter between Fijians and Chin€kes chapter presents my narrated
cartography of Chinese Fiji and Sumaluding a brief history of Chinese people in Fiji, an
overview of the institutions and position of Fiji Chinese civil society;tstatate engagements,

as well as private sector engagements fthmlarge tothe microscaleThe intention is to build

a multisectoral map of the Chinese experience in Fiji to demonstratgrémegthof overlooked
non-state encountersn geoeconomicsrhesenon-state encountersare significantwithout

them understanding of transnational procesand changes are left wiblit the contextof
groundedhistories peoples, and exchanged.he depeoplingof policies, such as the Belt and
Road, angbolitical, economic, and soctalr ansf or mati ons, such as Chin
that isinherentin top-downanalysis raises a contradictidransnational processegendto
impactthe lives ofpeople whether it is througltonnectivity, shared prosperity, even
sanctionsTherefore, he absencef peoplein academiditerature misses the poinPeople are

centralto our thinking abouglobal change.

Origins

When the first person of Chinese origin arrived in Fiji is not aclkanatter. Some
claim Chinese presence ifi Goes back to 1808, when two crew members of the Eliza, Lui, a
cook, and Saoo, were shipwrecked in the treacherous reefs off Nairai Island in the Lomaiviti
Archipelago. The Eliza and its crew were most likely engaged in the active Pacific sandalwood
trade. The two Chinese accompanied a band of shipmates to Bau, an island just off eastern Viti
Levu, where some upset Fijians ended up killing Lui and others; the fate of Saoo is ufiknown
Ali 2017; Greif 1977; B. Willtt 1996) Notwithstanding this account, the Chinese Association of
Fiji tends to celebrate 1855 as the year of the first Chinese arrival in Fiji, that of Moy Park Ling,
who sailed to Ovalau | sl and’s Levudomesfromom Aus

family history, and the year of his | andfal/l
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Chi nese c(aliR0id 24)CGommunity commemorations of 150 (2005) and 160 (2015)
years of Chinese presence reported in the Fijian media are based on this date. However, Moy
Park Ling himself records his arrival in Levuka as 1872, where he operatedrcially under

the name of Houng Lee. To add a further layer of conflicting evidence, official documentation
exists of a carpenter and government interpreter, Wong Sam, who claimed, as part of his
application to be naturalized in the new British cglestablished in 1874, that he had arrived in

Fiji in 1870. While we may not definitively know when the first Chinese person came to Fiji, these
nineteenth century shipwrecked sailors or intrepid tradespeople demonstrate that Chinese

people have been injFii for a meaningf ul l ength of ti me.
had been depleted. The mainstay of eadely Chin
mer, bananas, and copra, and the import of tea, furniture, and silk. Competition frayn ne

founded cooperative entities eventually forced many Chinese traders from rural to urban retail
enterprises, such as bakeries and butcheries.

Another historical fragment known about Moy Park Ling is that he returned to China to
marry after his arrival in Fiji. The newl ywed
name is lost to history) the only Chinese woman in the islands. Byc#988s records show
that of the 21 Chinese in Fiji, three were women; however, in a foreshadowing of polarizing
debates about Chinese presence in Fiji, in the same year, the Legislative Council unsuccessfully
sought action from the colonial authoritiesstem the rise of Chinese migration. As Chinese

firms, such as Zoing Chong, Kwong Tiy, and Sang On Tiy prospered across Viti Levu and Vanua

Levu, renewed opposition eventually | ed to th
Immigration of Aliensiot t he Col ony.” I n 1935, the coloni al
number of Chinese permitted to settle, includ

Chinese women. At the heart of the movement to limit Chinese migration was competition with

the businesses of European settlers, rather than any moral imperative. During the 1940s, further
restrictions came into existence as what was seen as a disproportionate number of Chinese

traders applied for residence permits. Further, the 1949 victoryoféghep | e’ s Li ber at i
led to fears that overseas Chinese communities could be activated as fifth columnists for

Communist revolution. In 1956, G.W. Rothery, an official in the British colony of Malaya, itself
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undergoing a Communi&td insurgency, pulsined a report that would lead to the eventual ban
on Indian and Chinese migration to (Rjothery 1956)Rothery calculated an imminent sharp
rise in Chinese nmagtion based on the premise that Chinese husbands had arranged for their
wives and children to join them in Fiji due to political instability in China. This move of relatives
from China suggested Chinese people in Fiji had transformed from sojourndtkets. s&s
such, Rothery suggested women and children arriving from Communist China could already be
politically indoctrinated and advised tightening migration legislation. Individuals with families still
in China should immediately organize for their $gzort to Fiji, otherwise leave themsel\(&s N.
K.Ali2002) “ Red scares” fears materialized in 1961
Communi st cell in Baiamdamdo Detped ttahe ohRedgi At
measure required Chinese across the islands to regularly register with the government, in
person, and in Suva.

Beginning in the mid960s, Fiji Chinese experienced a small population loss as people
emigrated to cantries on the Pacific Rim, including Can&ddeearodNew Zealand, Australia,
and the United States. The movement of Chinese families with multigenerational ties to Fiji
across the Pacific continues and spikes in times of domestic political instaiitityg fe older
Fijtborn Chinese | interviewed, some were in Melbourne, Sydney, and Seattle; others told me
their children had already gone overseas and that they would probably go and join them. One
person mentioned the lack of recognizable faces at conitynorganized events in recent years,
while a second noted how the Qingming festival practices of grave cleaning, prayer, and giving of
offerings had become the responsibility of the entire community now that so many people lived
abroad. Fiji Chinese withultigenerational ties to the islands have documented their family
stories in various publications as a record of this pdftihese Association of Fiji 2017; N. Yee
2014; M. HF. Young 2001)

New Fiji Chinese

In my conversations with people of Chinese heritage in Fiji and with other Fijians, there

was a tendency to categorizeeth c ommuni ty i nto old” and “new

people, of any age, with multigenerational ties to Fiji, most likely originating from Guangdong
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province, while new Chinese” came to the 1isl
broad deinitions can raise several issues, particularly about perceived attachment to Fiji, as well

as the nature of relations b ¢02l)ehallengétlel d” and
uncritical adoption of these classifications among media and academic commentators in
discussions of Pacific Chinese, even if the community uses them. In the context of Vanuatu, they
concl ude * ol dahtsthink dbout fixiey arid mobilitg differently given the recent
experience of transnational relocations and networks of recent migrants. Also, the delineations
may | ead us to think there is no economic or
Chines. Here, | argue, in the distinct Fijian setting, these dynamics are also present; however,

whil e many old Chinese” think of Fiji as the

expressed through familial networks, as noted in the movement téidRen states. Further, in

Fiji, the soci al identification of “old” and
|l ead to conflict, as much as cooperation. As
t hat f or s o me tive idemtitydhat emphasized Fijmreelslse c and “new” hi
a group more strongly Iinked to China. One me
“We call ourselves Fiji Chinese, you should wu

descriptors are fluid, and yet, for the purposes of this work, | call all people who claim Chinese
heritage and Fijian citizenship, or legal permanent residence, Fiji Chinese. However, as this
chapter, and subsequent chapters focus on recent arrivals te$pecially in the context of the
Belt and Road Initiative, Fiji Chinese arrive
ChineseThe description of Fiji Chinese arrived s
complications given my ptisin as an external actofhis termisonly in this worlkas a means of
conveying accuracgnd | do not intendor it to become normalized in the complex discourse of
Fiji Chinese societyAlso, | use established identity descriptors for other Fijians, suthwds|
Indo-Fijian, and European.
In engaging with the story of new Fiji Chinese movement, the influence of Fijian and
Chinese politics lingers in the background of countlekgidual decisions. In particular, the

Fijian |1 sl ands contemporary historfiyeyeats pol it

has been significant. The coups in 1987, 2000, and 2006, as well as the general election in 2014,
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mark stagesinthmov e ment of new Fiji Chinese. Further,
fourteen years |l ater, Xi Jinping’'s Belt and R
the statesanctioned movement of Chinese people and capital. The coup of TOBY &ativeni

Rabuka of the Royal Fiji Military Forces (now Republic of Fiji Military Forces) not only overthrew

the newly elected government of Prime Minister Timoci Bavadra in May, but also, in September

of the same year, it established Fiji as a repulbhe Fijian economy contracted as Hrdj@ns

sought to emigrate in an atmosphere of increasiraykeiassertiveness. After the 1987 coup

and up until the coup of 2000, Guangdong was still the main origin of Chinese migrants, and the
decision to leavencluded such considerations as escape from theatrild policy and the

availability of new opportunities in microenterpriséany new Fiji Chinese started up, and

continue to do so, as mar ket gardeners. As on
our bicycles into motorbikes.” I n 1995, Rabuk
Hong Kong investors to Fiji in the run up to

great deal of success.

Following the coup of 2000, and violencegting Chinese enterprises, those Fiji Chinese
who could began to sell their homes and businesses in preparation for life in Australia,
AotearodNew Zealand, or Canada. However, new Fiji Chinese described how the-military
installed government of Prime Mater Laisenia Qarase eased migration requirements from
China. Some of those who arrived between 2000 and 2006 bought the business interests of
those headed overseas, again most Chinese came from Guangdong. The search for new
economic opportunities remaineas a rationale for migration, and in the words of a new Fiji
Chinese, “at this ti me, |l i fe was better in Fi
coup brought Commodore Josaia Vorege (Frank) Bainimarama to power, toppling the Qarase
administation, like previous postoup administrations Fiji faced international isolation through
diplomatic and economic sanctions. However, as Bainimarama is fond of saying, in the resulting
foreign relations space, the Chinese state stepped up when no otistaase was
forthcoming. As a result, the 2006 to 2014 period is significantly marked with the movement of
Chinese labor, materials, and construction companies attached to Chinese financed

infrastructure projects including ones BRI branded. If the Chataeteeand statecontracted
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companies |l ed in the first eight20lymaodwasof Bai
investorled. Micro and small enterprise attracted new Fiji Chinese; however, large and medium
sized private investors in real estatenstruction, and tourism also looked to Fiji.

This narrated cartography continues with a survey of Fiji Chinese civil society, the Chinese
state, and Chinese commercial encounters, as well as an overview of Fijian institutions engaged
in China interactins. This summary establishes the contrasting institutions across Fiji, from the

ground to power politicsivhichenable and resist the exchanges of the Belt and Road.

3.2 Fiji Chinese Civil Society

Encounters |1t s Satur day an doplaavevgmppomgygettiigjabi® 1 s L
to eat, or just haacdpudess dagnd hot. ahe dound bfarunsi n g .
and cymbals mixes with the noise of traffi
commercial throughway lined with storesdasnack bars, a lion dance is in progress. The
performers, young Fiji Chinese and other Fijians, are on the street and occasionally
disappear through the doors of a business looking for donations. Almost everyone around

has stopped what they are doing tbserve. The color, noise, and movement make an
impression. When the group makes its way to the Yim Wah Gift Emporium, the owner looks

delighted and beckons hiBaukesstaff to come out, watchand get a photo with the lion.
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Figure 3L. Liondancers from the Chinese Youth Social & Cultural Association take a break from the annual
performance in Suva city center. Photo by author, 2020.

An Unclear Demography

The number of Fiji Chinesaries according to sourcEor the last census, in 2017, the
Fiji Bureau of Statistics could not release statistics on ethnicity due to anomalies in data
collection. Further, contemporary records that disaggregate Fiji Chinese by common
demographic categories, such as age, segne level, employment, location, and level of
educati on, i's also not avail abl e. Hi storicall
Chinese,” in 1946, recorded 2,874 people. Thi
political factors notd above, registered a further rise to 5,149 in 1966, and then dropped to
4,652 and 4,784 in 1976 and 1986 respectively. The arrival of new Fiji Chinese balanced the

emi gration of Fiji Chinese, and-Chheels®&6 clehres
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census to feature results for ethnicity, in 2007, counted 4,704 people, with 2,130 in Rewa
Province, which includes Suva, and 884 in Ba Province, the location of the tourist hub, Nadi. A
further 915 lived in Naitasiri Province immediately to themoftRewa; however, there are
Chinese people present in all 14 Fijian provinces. Since the 2007 census, scholarly and media
estimates of the Chinese population markedly differ from 8,000 (2014) to @000)to
approximately 40,30 (2018) to 10,000 (202{¢han 2014; B. Ali 2017; Wagairadovu 2018; Tarte
2021) In 2021,Zhao Fuganglirectorof the Overseas Chinese Center and Consular Assistance
Volunteers of the Embassy of Chamal owner of the Yue Lai Hotel in Suva, put the number of
Chinese citizens in Suva at between four to five thousand and the number of businesspersons at
approximately 1,500Nevertheless, estimates indicate the number of Chinese people at
approximately oa percent of the around 900,000 Fijians.

According to Sin Joan Y@®74)early settlers came from locations on the Pearl River, or

Zhu Jiang (), in southern Guangdong. These places included three cities in Siyj (
Enping (), Kaiping (), and Taishan (), as well as Dongguan ( ) and Zhongshan
( ). Wong 1964)explains that at the time of her survey 36 percent of Chinese in Fiji were

Siyi, nine percent Dongguan, and 55 percent Zhongshan addirgatth of these places speak
separate dialects of Cantonese. Sin Joan M@ highlights cultural differences describing Siyi

as more conservative than other groups, in particular the Zhongshan. However, since 1987, new
Fiji Chinese have many places of origin, with anecdotal e@deiggesting many people coming

from northeastern Chinese provinces, such as Liaoning.

Associations

The Chinese Youth Social and Cultural Association coordinates the annual lion dance
performance in downtown Suva, and many of the participants study aepected Yat Sen
Secondary School located in the Flagstaff area of the city. The confluence of community
association and educational institution is no coincidence and centers the importance of these
entities in the encounters between Fiji Chinese, offigans, and Chinese nationals. While the
original intent of Yat Sen School was to encourage cultural continuity, it has become a space

where any Fijian, with the appropriate means, can send their children for an education. Further,
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Fiji Chinese have sep numerous associations with a wide variety of mandates to represent
their, or others’, interests in Fiji, and hav
Two publications provide a list of Fiji Chinese associations. In 2017, the Chinese

Association of Fiji publisd The Chinese in Fiji 1855 to 2015a remarkable collection

of essays on community history, organization, and family histories, counted tesgy
associations in existence. Six years earlier, Jian Yang calculatedfiveeiyom my owcount,
including the lists of the Chinese Association of Fiji and Yang, | place the numberaté¢himty

existence at some point since 2011.

Table 3.1. Fiji Chinese Associations Since 2011.

English Name Chinese Name Purpose

1 | Chinese Association dfiF Community

2 | Chinese Women (Fiji) Union ( ) Community

3 | Chinese Youth Social and Cultur Community
Association of Fiji

4 | China Association (China Club) ( Community

5 | Fiji Chinese Women Association Community

6 | New Chinese (Fiji) Association ( ) Community

7 | Chinese Education Society of Fij Educational

8 University of the South Pacific Educational
Chinese Students Association

9 | FijiChina Business Council - Commercial

10 | Fiji Chinese Business Associatig Commercial

11 | Fiji Chinese Federation of Indust Commercial
and Commerce

12 | Guangzhou Commerce Commercial
Association of Fiji

13 | Fiji China Friendship Associatior Political

14 | Fiji Council for the Promotion of Political
Peaceful Reunification of China

15 | Chinese Culture and Sports Cultural
Association of Fiji

16 | Fiji Chinese Federation for Cultural
Culture, Arts and Economic
Development

17 | Fiji Chinese Recreation and Art Cultural
Troupe
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18 | Fiji Chinese Troupe Cultural
19 | Fiji Wushu Association Cultural
20 | Dongguan Association of Fiji Regionalhina
21 | Fiji Enping Friendship Associatig Regionalhina
22 | Fiji Kaiping Fellows Association Regionalhina
23 | Fiji Taishan Fellows Association RegionalChina
24 | Fiji Zhongshan Association RegionalChina
25 | Taiwanese Association in Fiji RegionalChina
26 | Association of Northern Chinese Regionakiji
in Fiji
27 | Fiji Chinese Federation for Regionakiji
Cultural, Arts and Economic
Development (Northwestern
Branch)
28 | Fiji Zhongshan Clan Association Regionakiji
(Northwest region)
29 | Fiji Chinese Association in Ba Regionakiji
30 | Chinese Christian Fellowship Religious
31 | Chinese Evangelical Fellowship Religious

The above table reflects the varied reasons for the organization of Fiji Chinese, including
the cohesion and development of community and cultural life. Regionality is also represented in
Chira and Fiji with the establishment of associations focused on origin in China and location
out side of Suva. Further, the table il lustrat
considerable numbeof Fiji Chinese are Catholics, there is no fébnganization around this
affiliation and practicing Catholics attend the churches around the islands. The prevalence of
Catholics stems from before the construction of a secondary school for Chinese; at that time,
most Chinese went to Catholic schoolscsh as St. Joseph’s or Mari st
addition to several associations representing commercial interests, there are two entities with
links to the People’s Republic of China (PRC)
launched in 2012, is part of a regional grouping of 16 similar organizations called the Pacific
China Friendship Association. In turn, this umbrella grouping is a component of the global
Chinese People’s Associati on f G)ywhiéhrdependidgs hi p w
on outlook, either promotes healthy links between China and other states, or is a conduit for
state influence overseas that coopts elites.
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United Front Work Department (UFWD) aslencefor the latter. The Central Committee of the

Chinese Communist Party (CCP) oversees the operations of the UFWD towards promotion of

party interests. In Fiji, local elites have led the Fiji China Friendship Association, past presidents
have included government ministeo$y Sofia Akbar and former Speaker of the Parliament of

Fiji, Jiko Luveni. The current president is new Fiji Chinese Wu Fangfang. The Fiji Council for the
Promotion of Peaceful Reunification of China is a local branch of the China Council for the
Promotionof Peaceful National Reunification (CCPPNR), another UFWD established entity. The
objective of the CCPPNR is to seek the unific
country, two systems”™ principl eizaticMyistortei onal e
that while these UFWD entities exist in Fiji, as they do in many other countries, their influence

should not be overstated. The membership and activity of the Fiji version of CPAFFC appears

more functional than that of the Fiji Courfoit the Promotion of Peaceful Reunification of

China; however, mosif the Fiji China Friendship Associatiagacent efforts have been in

personal protective equipment (PPE) donations. Further, even though CPAFFC administers sister
city arrangements, of ich there are five between Fiji and China (Ba and Jiaxing, Suva and

Beihai, Guangzhou, and Shaoxing, and finally, Lautoka and Jiangmen), the Fijian capital also

maintains a sister city relationship with Taipei.
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Figure . The China Club, establishad 955, was once a center for Fiji Chinese community activities in Suva. It
now hosts a restaurant. Photo by author, 2021.

There are about three organizations with about 100 plus members, according to Fiji
Chinese | interviewed. One interviewee ex@ath, “ many of the associati i
president and a viepresident, who is usually a family member or friend of the president. People
also serve as officers in multiple groups.” |
paper on which thg are written. However, the Chinese Association of Fiji, founded in 1965,
merits highlighting for its leadership role in interacting with broader Fijian society. Jenny Seeto,
an influential business executive, serves as president and describes the ¢rganiza as “ pur s
the political i ssues of interest to the commu
i nt e (SarsandsLiao 2017)he Chinese Association of Fiji also serves as the main community

interlocutor for the Fijian government and thhi@se Embassy, and organizes community
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events, such as the one at Chinese New Year, often with the attendance of senior Fijian

politicians, as well as Chinese diplomats and officials.

(A)Part of the Nation

Figure3.3. The owner of the Yim Wa&ift Emporium with staff members poses for photograph at Chinese New
Year. Photo by author, 2020.

A second prominent community organization is the Chinese Education Society. Chaired
by local businessperson Newton Yuen, the Chinese Education Societg@orated body

and a charitable trust, functioning as the governing body of the Yat Sen school ( ). Yat

Sen was initially just a primary school that started in 1936, the year when the Chinese Education
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Society was founded. A secondary school wasdfifty years later in 1986. In conversations,

the school has come to represent one of the most important contributions of Fiji Chinese given

its educational prestige and reputation in the country. As a former principal of the school told

me, “Theotwohavh been the bedrock of Chinese
primary school receives assistance from Taiwan, and support for the secondary school comes
from the People’s Republic of Chinadeshaw t he p
called for some tact and sensitivity, managed very well by the Chinese Education Society of Fiji,

t he members of which know not to tread on any
and equipment from t he ReauwkalZohghua Bobgoluvwhichte of C
Chinese community in the west of Viti Levu founded in 1946. The school shifted from teaching
Cantonese to Mandarin in 1976, approximately six years after Yat Sen Primary School. The Yat

Sen schools and Lautoka Zhonghttzo8l accepts all Fijians as students, teachers, and staff.

The Fiji Daily ( ) is the primary communityun media source in Chinese. It is

available via the WeChat app and in print, usually from Fiji Chinese owned businesses. The

editor, Yang Hongliamlso runs the Voice of South of Pacific ( ) app whichoffers

news about Fiji, Oceania, and China in Chinese and English. Fiji Daily and Voice of South Pacific
have content sharing agreements with Fijian newspapers and Chinese state media outlet Xinhua.
However, the readership does not extend much beyon@HFiifiese with fluency in the Chinese
language. In a meeting with the leadership of the Fiji Daily in 2018gh€hinese
ambassador, Qian Bo recommended the paper to
a voice to promote SinBijian relatios(D. Zhang and Watson 202%gang explained the paper
generates little profit and receives donations from the Clarstate. The first attempt at

organizing a Chinese language media in Fiji was in the 1980s. Sally Aw Sjaa Hong Kong

businesspersann partnership with two other investors, started the Fiji Sun in 1974, later adding
a Chinese version. Both papergled publication after the September 1987 coup, and the Fiji
Sun brand was revived in 1999 under the ownership of the C J Patel(Grocpmbe 2007,

417) The second attempt came after the 2000 coup, which had exposed the vulnerability of Fiji
Chinese to a volatile and divisive political environment. Three friends began publishing a

newspaper on A4 sheets to providdlde Fiji Chinese with updates on domestic events, filling a
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gap in the availability of information for Chinese language speakers. According to Yang Honglian,
the newspaper has been known as the Fiji Daily since 2001. The ownership company changed
name fran the Daily Chinese Mail to Chinese Media in 2014, when the Fiji Daily launched a
short-lived website, netfiji.com. In 2007, three partners, two Fiji Chinese and a Chinese
Singaporean began publishing the Chinese Post. The newspaper folded within test month

Fiji Chinesare prominentmembersof Fijian society. In domestic politics, William Yee
Hongwingserved in the colonial legislative council (1966 to 1972) and for ten years in the post
independence House of Representatives (1972 to 1982). Other Fiji Chinese members of the
House of Representatives included Edmund March (1977 to 1982), James Al8Koy (987),
and Archie Seeto (1987). Paul Chan (1992 to 1995), Francis Hong Tiy (1992 to 1999), William Yee
Hongwing (1996 to 1999), as well as Kenneth Mé@mgng Low and Dixon Seeto, appointed in
2001 and 2006 respectively, have all served in the SdpPiat&Vong, an army officer, was a
government minister from 2004 to 2006, as was
to China from 2007 to 2011. In business, Francis Chung, Dixon Seeto, Jenny Seeto, Chirk Yam,
Lionel Yee, and Michael Yee Joy héiveedd senior positions with corporations such as Ernst &
Young, KPMG, PricewaterhouseCoopers, Vodafone Fiji, and KPMG. In law, Graham Everett Leung
was the president of the Fiji Law Society, while Ron Sang was araward) architect, and
Lorraine Maiis the CEO of the Fijian National Olympic Committee. The current Archbishop of
Suva is Fiji Chinese, Peter Loy Chong. The purpose of this list of high achieving Fiji Chinese is to
illustrate how, even in its perceived enclaving among Fijians, the comyrhasibecome integral

to national life.

3.3 The Chinese State and Fiji

AttheSuvibased apex of the PRC’s bil ateral rel |
the first Oceanic state to open formal relations with China in 1975, and the PRC has had a
diplomatic presence since 1976, just as China emerged from the Cultural RevBkittigaen
2018 and 2022 the ambassadarasQian Bo, an occasionally outspoken envoy, who has yet to
fully adopt the “wolf warri ornminidtiy.Fheembassyy of ¢

sits on Queen Elizabeth Drive at the tip of Suva Peninsula and overlooks a large Pacific tidal
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range; however, Suva residents don’t particul
ambassador’ s r e s forttess Ouside, @Ghsesenemgineersl andloeal laborers

with China Railway No.5 Engineering Group, a Chinese state linked subsidiary company, are
working on an upgrade to the road. Passersby can observe the ongoing construction as they

head downtown or t&Guva Point. The contrast between the detachment of the embassy and the
embeddedness of the company is clear and provides an insight into how most Fijian people

encounter the Chinese state.

Relating Laterally

China likes to deal with other states bilatiyr is a shared truism about how the PRC
conducts foreign relations. There’s some mer.i
as it has a wide diplomatic presence in the region. Besides tkgoselining states of Cook
Islands and Niue, Chinzaintains embassies in the other eight Oceanic states with which it has
diplomatic ties (Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, Kiribati, Papua New Guinea, Samoa,
Solomon Islands, and Vanuatu). Only Australia keeps an embassy or high commission in all 14
Oceanic countries. Rather than work with multilateral institutions, such the regional Pacific
Islands Forum, or United Nations (UN) agencies, China goes alorisndhatrictly true. The
PRC does interact with multiple Oceanic states at the same fiitmey, garough sekcreated or
established forums. The primary means has been the ®aicific Island Countries Economic
Development and Cooperation Leaders Forum, which has been held three times, 2006 in Nadi,
Fiji, 2013 in Guangzhou, China, and 201%ia,Samoa. In 2006, then Chinese Premier Wen
Jiabao announced the availability of approximately $465 million in concessionary loans for the
next three years. Adding to that offer, a pledge for zero tariffs on exports to China by UN
designated least devgded countries in Oceania. In 2013, $1 billion in concessionaryiaans
available for construction projectBy the third Forum, Chinese Vice Premier Hu Chunhua
announced undefined support, in terms of a dollar amount, for areas such as infrastructure,
agiculture, culture, education, and sports. Further, since 1990, China has been one of the Pacific
Islands Forum (PIF) dialogue partners, joining other external states and entities, such as the

United States, Indonesia, the European Union, and Cuba. Gisimadde iterative financial
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donations to the Pacific Islands Forum through the GRiIRaCooperative Fund, which was
established in 2000. China’s Ministry-of Comm
regional Mel anesi a Seadoquartbretatde tuGe obingt.4zmillieror t Vi |
Another multilateral sectoentity China has financially assisted, along with other states such as

Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates, is the Pacific Islands Development Forufoyadeid
organizatondung Suva's suspension from the PIF. Chi.

Community, a development grouping established by six former or current colonial states.

Encounters |1t s an ordinary Saturday in tSuva. F
there are a total ofen of us sitting on dining chairs in front of a projector. The gym like

feel to the room adds to the awkward atmosphere. Among our number are three bored
looking Fiji Chinese kids, the rest of us are walk ins. A CGTN documentary comes on about
tourismsinug€hibalt, then it’s the main sho
one advertised. Still, no one seems to care, Batective Chinatowra comedy, crime,

buddy film gets a | ot of | aughs. When it’ s
Fiji Chinese kids. I later tell some Fijian friends | went to the China Cultural Centre. They tell

me, “Why go there? Al they do i s show mov

The China Cultural Centre in Fiji, which opened in 2016, is mostly a venue for exhibitions,
performances, ath visits, some of them branded as Belt and Road. Besides, the Saturday movies,
the events are mostly insular and attract Fij
into the community bringing along media for a puff piece. The Centetisparf Chi-na’ s pe
to-people outreach, as are the Confucius Institutes located in Suva and Lautoka on campuses of
the regionally administered University of the South Pacific (USP). The Confucius Institute at USP
offers Chinese language classes for unityestudents and the community, in particular
government officials and private secemnployeesvhose work bringthem into contact with

Chinese speakers. Until June 2020, the Office of Chinese Language Council International (
) , H@am bfa n’), ran the global network of 541 Confucius

Institutes under the Ministry of Education. Overseas universities entered into agreements with
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the Hanban and a partner university in China; in the case of USP, the partner is the Beijing
University of Posts @nlelecommunications. Costs for Confucius Institutes are shared between
the Hanban and the universities. Facing criticism and closures of its institutes, particularly over
allegations of interference in academic freedom at host universities, the MirfigEduoation
reorganized the Hanban into two new entities. The Center for Language Education and
Cooperation (CLEC) in addition to organizing language and cultural exchanges also provide
Mandarin instructors and learning materials. The Chinese InternbhEoii@ation Foundation
(CIEF), an ostensibly sgtfverning norprofit composed of Chinese universities, corporations,
and civil society organizations, yet still overseen by the Ministry of Educatiors ttheect

Confucius Institute brand and provefeancial support.

-y
— P

Figure 34. The lobby of the China Cultural Centre in Suva city center. Photo by author, 2018.
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Figure 3. The Confucius Institute on the Laucala campus of the University of the South Pacific in Suva. Photo by
author, 2017.

Further, China’s state media outlets maint
Xinhua opened a Pacific Bureau with a resident journalist based in Suva. At the time of my last
visit to Fiji in 2021, thre€hinese television channels were availahle Chinese language China
Central Television (CCTV) 4, and in English China Global Television Network (CGTN) and CGTN
DocumentaryChina Radio International broadcasts to several Oceanic states, including Vanuatu,
Fiji, Samoa, Solomon Islands and NewdOaia, on shortwave frequencies dropped by the
Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) in 2016. Chinese embassies in the region have also
taken to Twitter and Facebook, platforms banned in China, to share content. In Fiji, the embassy
Tweets from @ChineEmb_FJ to about 700 followers.

In a visit to Fiji in 2014, Chinese President Xi Jinping announced the establishment of the
abovementioned China Cultural Center. Xi’'s vi
President, was a big occasion carryatg of political and economic messaging about Chinese
state presence in Oceania. Not only did he meet with senior Fijian politicians and Fiji Chinese
community members, but also with the leaders of the then eight states with diplomatic relations

withChim. “ Vi sit diplomacy” has |l ong been a str af
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leaders a chance to share the stage with a global power broker and to signal recognition and

“ China diaultd $endraa |

respect

of

sovereignty.

Wh e n

par

President. Visit diplomacy has been practiced between Chinese and Fijian political leaders as far

back as 1979 when Vice Premier Chen Muhua came to Fiji and Prime Minister Ratu Sir Kamisese

Mara flew to China.

Table 3.2. Meetings beeen Senior Chinese officials and Fijian Prime Ministers Since 2006

Official State Office Fijian Prime Minister Date | Location
Wen Jiabao Premier Laisenia Qarase 2006 | Fiji
Xi Jinping Vice President Frank Bainimarama| 2009 | Fiji
Wu Bangguo | Chairman of the Standing Frank Bainimarama | 2012 | Fiji
Commi ttee of C
People's Congress
Li Kegiang Premier Frank Bainimarama | 2013 | China
Xi Jinping President Frank Bainimarama| 2014 | Fiji
Li Kegiang Premier Frank Bainimarama | 2015 | China
XiJinping President Frank Bainimarama| 2015 | China
Xi Jinping President Frank Bainimarama| 2017 | China
Li Kegiang Premier Frank Bainimarama | 2017 | China
Wang Yi State Councilor and Foreign Frank Bainimarama| 2018 | Fiji
Minister
Xi Jinping President FrankBainimarama | 2019 | PNG
Xi Jinping President Frank Bainimarama | 2021 | Call

The table above illustrates the visits of senior Chinese state officials with Fijian Prime

Ministers since 2006, when Fiji hosted the first CRaaific Island Countries Economic

Dewelopment and Cooperation Leaders Forum, the year China stepped up its interest in Oceania.

In total, Fijian Prime Minister Bainimarama has met Chinese President in person on four

occasions, the fifth, a call, was made during the pandemic. Since 2016{et&1ates

President has met with the Fijian Prime Minister. A Fijian Prime Minister has met with a Chinese

Standi

Premier

both members of the CCP Central Politburo Standing Ctserrite most powerful political

and the Chai

rman

of t he

grouping in China, on five occasions in the past 15 years.
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Prior to the establishment of diplomatic relations with the PRC in 1975, Fiji recognized
the Republic of China, or Taiwan. Taiwan has four diplomatic partnersani®(Marshall
Islands, Nauru, Palau, and Tuvalu) and maintains a presence in Suva through the Taipei Trade
Office in Fiji. In 2019, the Fijian government asked Taiwan to change the name from the Trade
Mission of the Republic of China (Taiwan) to theuBlepof Fij(a decision now reversed under
the Rabuka administrationfwo months earlier, Fiji closed its representative office in Taiwan.
The Taiwanese, and others, claimed the measures were at the request of Beijing. Fijian officials
are carefultorpeat the Baini marama gow@hinme ngdlsi csyu,p’po
contrasts with the administration of Prime Minister Laisenia Qarase, who met with Taiwanese
President Chen Shhian in 2005. Although not a dialogue partner at the PIF, Taiwan is

considered a “devel opment partner, and makes

health programs. Between 2009 and 2019, Taiwan donated over $23 million in aid to Fiji.

The Belt and Road of Aid

One of the areas of Chinese engagement with Oceania that has received significant
academic and media attention is aid. As noted
increased role as a donor as a threat to regional order or an opportunity féic Betes to
exert agency. Between 1950 and 2009, the region received $1.75 billion in Chinese aid, and a
further $58 million between 2010 and 2012, ap
budget in both periods. Between 2011 and 2018, Chinaleasdcond largest donor in aid
committed and spent, after Australia. Just over two thirds of spent aid disbursed was as interest
free or concessional loans, the remainder as grdhtZhang, Leiva, and Ruwet 2019) Chi na’ s
promised aid to Fiji from 2006 to 2021 amounted to $405 million disbursed as grants and
concessional loans across 85 projects in a range of s@ctovy Institute for International Policy
2021) Fiji accounts for roughly a quarter of China Pacific aid, second to Papua New Guinea
(PNG). However, on a per capasis it is the largest recipief?. Zhang, Leiva, and Ruwet
2019) According to the Lowy Institute for InternatadiPolicy, Chinese aid to Oceania is slowing,
falling almost by a third from 2018 to 2019, which represents the largest reduction in

comparison to other bilateral aid donors to Ocedh@wy Institute for International Policy
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2021) Between 2008 and 2021, China was the top lender to Fiji. At $260 million it lent more
than the World Bank, $181 million, and the Asian Development Bank, $75 million. Nevertheless,
the top gantor for the period was Australia with $812 million, followed by Japan, $189 million,

and the European Union, $167 million.

P R T RSN ks

China—aided Project for Sti

%+ R RE AR AT

nson Bridge
ge and Vutuwnq- Bridge in Fiji CHINA RAILWAY 14TH BUREAU GROUP Co.,LTD.

Figure 3. The construction site of the Stinson Bridge in Suva city center. Photo by author, 2017.

The gover naoverseasidfcoveshmultipte 'agencies. The establishment of
the China International Development Cooperation Agency (CIDCA) in 2018 added a third primary
entity responsible for aid administration, along with the Ministry of Comereand the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs. CIDCA is mandated for overall planning, monitoring and evaluation, while
ot her agencies supervise operations. However,
China will use foreign aid as a diplomatictoolarffdtoc i | i t at e 1 mpl é®ment ati o
Zhang 2019) On t he other hand, administration of t
coordinated from the top @dlland209UGCHdene€hbi pal Bt
Council, two bodies oversee BRI wiink Belt and Road Constructibradership Group and the
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Belt and Road Promotion Center with offices located in the National Development and Reform
Commission (NDRC). The former body coordinates the everyday practicalities of BRI activities
coordinating between the central leadershipnistries, and provinces. In the case of Fiji,

important provincialevel BRI groups come from Guangdong, given the strong links with Fiji
Chinese, as well as other maritime provinces
engages in strategic plamgi, as well as analysis of the political economy in other fRdisand

2019)

The principal financing agency for the BRI is the multilateral Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank (AlIB) founded in 2013. Over 90 nations are currently members of the AlIB, and
initial capital was established at $18i0ion, of which China provided 50 per cent. China holds
the largest voting share in the AlIB at 28.7 per cent; the second largest voting member, India,
holds 8.3 per cent. Fiji is a member and received a $50 million loan in 2020 fereGded
economc relief. Other funding mechanisms for the BRI include the Silk Road Fund, a $40 billion
investment fund created by Beijing, as well as other bilateral lending entities, such as the Export

Import Bank of China and the China Development Bank.

3.4 Private &ctor Encounters
Encounters “ By connect i n gtrie€throughdhe BRI, BdijingopMagielpy ¢ o u n
to create a bigger mar ket and, i n this sert
based on an interview with Xu Qinduo, a senior fellbva &£hingbased think tank

(Tuimaisala 2018)

Tools of the Trade

Xu Qinduo’s portrayal of the benevolent ma
are not shared by everyone in Fiji, particula
Oceania and Fiji, China’ s tr atdeen20@ atdB042,a egi on

year before the inception of BRI, the value of trade between China and its diplomatic partners

alone increased from $248 million to $1.77 billion, with everyone else in the region, states that
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recognize Taiwan and colonized terrigsyiit stood at $2.7 billiofTaylor 2016)In the same

period, exports from China to Fiji rose from $15.1 million to $223 million.

Table 3.3. Value dflerchandisdmports from China to Fiji and Exports from Fiji to China, 2013
to 2019(in millions)Fiji Bureau of Statistics 2021)

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Imports | 518 623 696 735 788 930 753
Exports | 61 135 107 99 98 118 80

Table3.3 illustrates the valuef merchandisemports from China to Fiji araf exports
from Fiji to China since the inception of the Belt and Road in 2013. First, the relative size of each
economy and China’s manufacturing iscaappmici ty i s
2019 imports fromChinaincreasedn valuebetween2013and 2018In 2019, China was the

fourth largest source of imports after Singapore, Australia, and Frencg. i ' s export s t
demonstrate greater fluctuationsvith the gains between 2014 and 20di®ppingby
approximately a third between 2018 a@@19 which represents the latest year for trade
records. Fiji’ ' s t rtardlergest ef fllitrading panwverrdance Gliirstaral i s t
Australia is second. In his 2015 meeting with Li Kedraimge Minister Bainimarama raised the
sizable trade deficit, access to Chinese markets, and tariffs on Fijian goods. A proposed free trade
agreement remains stalled. China’s major i mpo
base metals, textiles, amdbber. In 2021, exports from China by province came from
Guangdong, Zhejiang, Shandong, Fujian, and Jiangsu in that order. Exports of Fijian goods
comprised water, fresh fish, wood in chips or particles, and mahogany. Key exporters to China
are Tropik Wod and Fiji Water.

Trade events have been a key site of encounter in the private sector. These occasions not
only showcase products, but also the blurry lines between the state and commerce. Further,
trade events have also been coopted into the Belt avatlRrbit as a branding strategy that
signals Chinese government blessing. Fratied activities that have taken place in Fiji include
the FijiChina Business Exchange Summit in 20L& ija Trade Promotion Symposium held in
2019, and FiChinaTrde Expo Series in 2021. Reinforcing
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allotted role of BRI cheerleader in Oceania, Guangdong has headlined several events, including:
the Guangdong Premium Products in 2016 and 2017 and the China (GuaikggBusginess

Seminar in 2019. In May 2017, the Guangdong branch of the China Council for the Promotion of
International Trade exhibited in Suva over 30 companies specializing in manufacturing, tourism,
and real estate, framing the event as a Belt and Road opportumnitiieF, Fijians have taken

their products to Guangdong by attending the China Guangdong 21st Century Maritime Silk Road
International Expo and Canton Fair in recent years. However, arguably the most significant event
has been the annual China Internatiolmaport Expo (CIIE), which has been held in Shanghai

since 2018. At the 20 opening ceremony, Xi Jinpimgised itas a platform for joint trade that

would advance the goals of the Belt and Road. Li Zhi, the Economic and Commercial Counsellor
of Chinesd&embassy, prodded Fijian exporters to attend at a time when the Chinese market was

opening to all. In all, eight Oceanic states set up stalls at CIIE.

Enterprises of all Sizes

Privately owned enterprises comprise a key area of analysis in Belt and Road encounters.
Frequently, opportunistic diplomats, politicians, and entrepreneurs label privately funded
projects with the BRI brand, sometimes later wishing they had not. Majecimoexamined in
Chapter 7, such as the loitgconstruction Wanguo (WG) Friendship Plaza and the failed
Silkroad Ark Fiji Hotel, both BRI labeled, have caused political headaches for the Chinese
Embassy after an initial endorsement. Nevertheless, gatiué survey data on investment
from China is scarce. We know that in 2016 China became the largest source of foreign
investment to Fij{(Krishna 2016)We also know that, according to the mediaween 2014 and
2019, Chinese investors implemented 277 Chinese projects, at a value of approximately $1.08
billion (Krishant 2019)
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Figure 37. The construction site of the extension to the Yue Lai Hotel in the Flagstaff neighborhood of Suva. Photo

by author, 2018.

Table 3.4. Chinese Businesses by Sector 2019.

Sector Number of Registered Business
Accommodation and Food Services 427

Construction 112

Human Health and Social Work Services 8

Manufacturing 9

Professional, Scientific, afi@chnical Activities 10

Real Estate Activities 119

Transport and Storage 50

Wholesale & Retail & Repair of Motor Vehicles and Cy 50

Total 819
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| built the above data from documents containing information on companies registered
with the Fiji Revenue and Customs Service. The table offers some more insight into the kinds of
sectors in which Chinese and Fiji Chinese invest and(lipriRevenue and Customs Service
2019) Although the data does not distinguish between the investments of Chinese nationals and
Fiji Chinese and sel ect i sedondthé name ofy orfamiliastys s as
with, an enterprise, the top three sectors, Accommodation and Food Services, Real Estate
Activities, and Construction, reveal concentrated areas of commercial activity. Further, another
important distinguishing aspect tbis research is size of enterprise. Since 2019, the Fiji Reserve
Bank has classified size of enterprise according to turnover or total assets; however, there is no
comprehensive data on the holdings of the companies identified in Table 3. In Chaptersds, 6
7, | introduce case studies of enterprises in different size categories. The categories | use are
based on numbeof employees and taken from the Organisation for Economigp€ration and
Development; that is, micro enterprises comprise up to terkers, small enterprises up to 50
workers, medium enterprises 250 workers, and large enterprises above 250 employees
(Organisation for Economic -Gperation and Development 2005)

Chapter 3 is my narrated cartography of Chinese Fiji and Suva, coverstgteand
state aspects of the Fiji and China encounter. The history Ghiiese presence illustrates
longstanding connections between Fijian and Chinese peoples denaturalizing the idea that China
is a new partner for Fiji and more broadly Oceania. In presenting an overview of the institutions
and position of Fiji Chinesdjighlight a complex set of relations between Fiji Chinese civil
society and the state, the private sector, as well as-tdramunity dynamics between the
generations. Further, the landscape of private sector entrepreneurship spans the scale from
large tomicro enterprises. The cartography makes visible the contributions eftatsnactors
to the Fiji and China engagement in parallel to state relations. This visibility is critical in moving
geoeconomics towardgroundedanalysisChapter 4 examines everyday geoeconomics as states
understand them. Throughtext analysis, | explain how the Chinese and Fijian states have
coopted human encounters as a narrative element in transnational anticipatory geographies,
such as the Belt and Bi. This caonstructed discursive move endeavorsitwmalize

economic change at a popular scale.
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CHAPTER 4. CONVERGING ANTICIPATORY GEOGRAPHIES: EVERYDAY STATE IMAGINARI

Encountersin August 2016, | read a report in thgi Surdescribing the groutbreaking

ceremony for a $250 million hotel project, led by private investors from China, on the Coral
Coast of Viti Levu. In among an gj&zing list of the dignitaries in attendance and an
upbeatwriteu p was an i ncongruous eenatokmeomtor “ Whi
a number of failed Chinese investment projects here, there is much optimism about this

o n €Nisha 2016)What might make this project different? Reading on, | wondered if it

could be that a Fijian official referred to the Silkroad Ark Hotel as one of the first projects

in Fiji brandd as part of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). In the summer of 2017, |
hitchhiked to the site of the new hotel from the nearby village of Komave to see for myself

how construction was coming along. When my ride dropped me off, | took stock of my
surrourdings. | was on my own on a single lane highway with-fgthigh corrugated

fencing enclosing the forest on either side of the road. | noticed a small cinder block
building with an attached “Project @ffice”
and knocked on the only door. There was no answer. Not long after, Ana approached me
from across the road and asked if | needed any help. | inquired about the hotel, and she

told me no one had been in the office for some months. Ana said | could taoidahe
grounds as she was the one | easing the bui
windows and saw unmade bunk beds, stacked dishes and-l@leaghed poster board
announcing “Fiji: ‘“The Bel't and Ranéed’ str
behind the corrugated fencing revealed a cleared area and the sound of ocean breaking

on the reef. There had been no work on the site since the groundbreaking ceremony. On

a return visit in 2018, me mb er s amdfafterran a’ s f
brief chat, she wrapped her head in a cloth to protect her from the afternoon sun and set

off for the reef. By 2021, there was no sign of the project having ever existed. The forest

had reclaimed the cleared space.
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The Silkroad Ark Hotelasong several private and state funded projects in Fiji stamped
with the Belt and Road Initiative brand. While BRI is primarily characterized by the material
outcome of infrastructure construction, in Fiji, its discursive power has been arguably more
impadful, as the reclaimed lot near Komave illustrates. While there have unquestionably been
several completed BRranded enterprises in Fiji, the arbitrariness with which government
representatives make this designation exhibits less consistency than thenwayich the
Chinese and Fijian states interact about the Belt and Road. As such, the intangible state

discourses of the BRI are key to analysis, especially in how these stories intermingle with national

policies and represent themselves to local people.

Figure 41. The project office of the Silkroad Ark Hotel near Komave on the Coral Coast. Photo by author, 2017.

In the following chapter, Fijian and Chinese state narratives of the Belt and Road are
examined through its convergence with Fiji’s
political and economic connectivity placing Fijian agency front and cenitedigcursive
encounter offers insights into how BRI is ren

borders. Further, BRI is one of several anticipatory geographies imagined and overlayed across
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maps of Fiji and Oceania in a period of reemerging ppuoléics. By anticipatory geographies, |
mean state policies, and in many cases aspirational statements of idehtitiiaim to
reconfigure transnational political, economic, and representational spaces. As a result,
anticipatory geographies are narratigriven communicating messages of change through
connectivity. As transnational visions of prosperity and collective identification, anticipatory
geographies also emphasize shared benefits with other states and their populations by
leveraging peopleentered narratives. In other words, the language of broad inclusion
predominates state articulations of anticipatory geographies.

Therefore, in a global marketplace of overlapping transnational geoeconomic blueprints,
the encounter between the Belt and Roadldrook North is joined by the Pacific imaginings of
other states and multilateral entities internal and external to Oce&mi@hapter 4| analyze the
entanglement of anticipatory geographies in Fiji, with a focus on Look North and BRI, and how
the convegence of state generated visions has developed inte@atuced discourse of
prosperity between Fijians and Chinese. In addition, the vocabulary of prosperity and
connectivity repeated in the discussion of anticipatory geographies, accompanied by people
centered narratives, offer a state version of everyday geoeconomics that captures local
interactions towards policy goalslso noticeable in the encounter process is the emergence of
the Belt and Road as the dominant narrative in-Eifian relations. lhough this shift might
signal an overwrite of a local policy framework, the continuity of discursive themes from Look
North to BRI indicates how Fiji has managed the externalities of anticipatory geographies to
grounded conditionsThishasimportantimplications for the potential reception of BRHFiji and
provides a template for its acceptanceother contextsin other wordsFiji has absorbeBRI
narratives, shaped themor localconsumption, angiroducedtexts messaging how the BRI is
consistent with Fijian interest$his repositions the BRI not astaollyexternalforce but as an

interventionwhich has been invited in overseas spaces because of its fit for local contexts.

4.1 Transnational Anticipatory Geographies
Matthew Sparkel e s cr i bes t he <c¢onst rbordertradingzood a “ Ca:

between the United States and Canada and the development ofanlAmgenc h “ Tr ans mar
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economic region to illustrate how states reorganize space in anticipataitraxftingcapital.He
adds the process also redirects | ocal identit
geography into the basis of a cultucalm-political geography used to make polmgking
i nt er v ESparke WHBs9I3Fparke writes these anticipatory geographies highlight how
commercial activities have become the principal means of-gatéate cooperation and
competition. While conventional theorists of geoeconomics would agree in prioritizing
economics in state relations, the partial dismantling of sovereignty puts Spadi@sawith
t hem. I n addition, Sureprokeae’ts cradt igecem gafa p“hay "c uraty
applicable, Brexit has put to rest any meaningful tamopean identity in the United Kingdom;
however, his focus on people and identity foreshadows how setesage human relations in
the anticipatory geographies to come.
Furthermore, Spark€007)writes that emotional discourses arise as a defining element
in geoeconomics, and by extension the anticipatory geographies it produdes)lady in its
dialectical relationship with geopolitics. Geoeconomics frequently invokesdumgeeration
and prosperity, while geopolitics carries the fear of conflict and fragility. This is no better
il lustrated t han i rivanizétien olsupfart foatlte 2003 invastom adltag. o n * s

The anxi ety raised by U.S. of ficials, and in

stockpiling of weapons of mass destruction
and theprospect of building a fremarket system and democratic society would bring Iraq into a
global network of states with shared values. With an eye on what is to come, geoeconomics is
embedded in the rhetoric of state officials.

While foregrounding thegwer of di scourse, Sparke’s anal
mere prop to militar i s tborderantwipatotyigemgraphies hales o, Sp
become superseded by geoeconomics initiatives, such as the Belt and Road, with multiple sites

and transnational ambitions. However, geoeconomics narratives are less crutch and more

central to the promotion ofransnationalanticipatory geographies becoming the primary driver

in the proposed rearrangement of economic space and identity. The geograjgitiessity of

broad appeal inspires a repetitive messaging of inclusion, networks, peace, rejuvenation, and

connectivity. At the interface of converging transnational anticipatory geographies, such as in
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Fiji, it becomes important to understand how statetangle the meshing of all these positive

external imaginings and (re)present them to local people.

Oceania Remapped

Fiji and Oceania have become sites for a proliferation of transnational anticipatory

geographies. The growing presence of the Peop
undeni able factor in the devel opatandRoadf exter
vision for cooperation in Oceania has only he

traditional partners. In addition, states in Oceania and multilateral organizations have offered
their own blueprints which not only diversify relatidresond traditional partners, but also raise
urgent issues, such as the climate crisis. Traditional regional powers AustralzearddNew
Zealand have announced recommitments of engagement with Oceania after a period of
perceived absence. In2017,Ausal i a decl|l a-uptl as“Pactfbt &t wepi
broad range of foreign policy issues. Thestgp ai med t o “engage with th
intensity and ambition, deliver more integrated and innovative policy and make further,
subsantiallongt er m i nvest ments i n (Depagmentefdgoregn Affeirsd e v e |
and Trade 2017, 101Jhe new policy would prioritize economic grovpdopleto-people
interactions and security in relations with Pacific Island Countries with the promisednguil
resilient communities. The announcement in July 2019 of the Australian Infrastructure Financing
Facility for the Pacific intended to rebalance Australian assistance from social programming to
material projects. Three quarters of the approximately UsDBillion set aside would be
available as loans and the remainder in grants, placing the funds in competition with Chinese
infrastructure financing.

The following year, theAotearodNew Zealand Foreign Minister Winston Peters
decl ared Wepledgeonbsbowsat relations with Oce
Pacific Reset outlined the five principles of understandirgdship mutual benefit, collective
ambition, and sustainability to bring shared prosperity betwketearodNew Zealandrad
Pacific I sland Countries as states |inked by

shar ed i(New Zaland Mirsstigf Foreign Affairs and Trade 2018he Pacific Steyp
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and Pacific Reset policy documents both cite
as a catalyst for the changing strategic outlook in Oceania and for the necessity to elevate their
engagement in the island Pacific. While the initiatives commit to economic growth, inclusivity

and connectivity, the rearrangement of Oceanic spaces read as reactionary with, unsurprisingly,

a framing toward the longevity of Australian akmtearodNew Zealader presence.

The UnitedP8cafes’ Stramadegy” represents a f
geopolitical map with a gaze towards Oceania. Although primarily a defense policy, the language
of trade in key documents illustrates the entanglement of getigalland geoeconomic goals.

The strategy prioritizes the maintenance of 4e8.dominance over a collective area covering

t wo oceans. A 2019 U. S. Depart ment of Defense
historical claim to Ind®acific presencéut also its leadership in ensuring a networked space

uphol ding “the-baste¢er r(los daatinentdefensé 2059, S5Yhere is

little ambivalence in naming the greatest challenge to this order, the report singles out the
“China threat,” and the strategy recommends e
to ensure a “free” and driaipngtwd oceae gpacesimntooneur t her
area of strategic interest, the United States
reciprocal trade based on open investment, tr
4). The concept has genézd new arrangements aimed at containment of China, such as the
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, or Quad, consisting of Australia, India, Japan, each with their

own IndePacific policy documents, and the United States; in addition to AUKUS, a military

allance between Australia, the United Kingdom, and the United States. In setting a new area of
competition, other states and multilateral entities have articulated-fdcific strategies and

policies, including ASEAN, the European Union, France, Germagitiedands, and the

United Kingdom.

Il n a more directed approach to Oceania, th
theindcPaci fi c Strategy” in October 2019. The <cor
annual $350 million in assistze was expanded to over $200 million in October 2020. The 2020
funds would be spPaadfacre@ssl ahséeofl Edonomic

Governance ($3.7 million), and Security ($5.1 million), as well as US$130 million earmarked for
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Oc e a Covidl9 sesponse. The focus on pandemic recovery and the economy, again, appear

as competition to the availability of Chinese state capital and iterative donations of personal
protective equipment and Covil® vaccines. Fiji would get its share of thdiohal funds

available in 2019 and 2020, although publicly stated assistance indicated some of this would be
spent on embedded advisors with the Fijian Ministry of Defense. In a more globally targeted
response to China’ s i ntheG@apaf Seveh (GF)déaunthedcBuisie d as
Back Better World (B3W). United States | ed, B
of dollars of infrastructure investment for leand middleincome countries in the coming

year s. ” Th enfwyyeandthe Bidea Admiaistration has named a range of

development financing institutions and the private sector to mobilize capital; however,

assistance is contingent on shared valwdschinclude good governance, as outlined in the

Blue Dot Networkf standards for infrastructure constructiofhe 2022 Inddéacific and Pacific
Partnerships of the Biden administration are discussed in the Postface.

With more modest efforts, other external states are engaging with Oceania. Formerly an
extensive colol power in the region, the United Kingdom (UK), now reduced to the Pitcairn
Group of I slands, announced a “Pacific Uplift
dispersed through multilateral entities, such as the UN; furthermore, in a July 2@th spe
Laura Clarke, British High Commissioné&diearodNe w Zeal and, admitted “q
stepped back too much fr o Ghlake 20Baltboughi ¢ fri end
promptedbyhe UK’ s rush to rekindle partnerships ir
the European Union, the Pacific Uplift remained limited to opening diplomatic missions in
Samoa, Tonga, and Vanuatu, as well “"asadel assa
commongoodas a driver of both prosperity and peac
Pacific Uplift, limited as it had been, all but disappeared from Whitehall policy rhetoric.
Nevertheless, throughPadfichratrmaée¢d €hi prantdheagUKt &
Conflict, Security, and Stability Fund (CSSF) to support governance programs in Oceania.
Described by the UK government as a resource
prevent conflicts that threaten UKtirer e st s, ” t he CSSF certainly de

priorities.

84



The presence of the Republic of China, or Taiwan, provides an additional layer to the
mapping of anticipatory geographies in Oceania, primarily through the reestablishment of the
Austonesi an Forum in 2018, and | ess so with the
2016, which targets Australia aAdtearodNew Zealand, among states in Asia, as alternative
economic partners to the Peopl esisstheRenmeubl!l i ¢ of
initiative underscores narratives of representation claiming a shared identity with Pacific
Islanders through an Austronesian ethnicity and claims thirteen merhbbeesAustronesian
Forum “Vision” i s “ en hadanabiliy, demodracyegoadg@dverrance f ¢ u |
human right [sic] and sust ai nabAustrongstam eotump me nt
2018) The stress placed on shared Austronesian bonds naturalizes Taiwanese presence in
Oceaniaand distinggihes it from the externalities of mai
shared identities and histories is mirrored elsewhere; the Pacific Reset literature describes
AotearodNew Zealand as a Pacific country, the {Rdoific Strategy paper explains thated
States has given “blood and treasure to susta
region,” and Laura CIl arAoeagrodN e AD&Ka lHa gd, Croontme s
has | ong been i(0.S ®epdrtment of Defeese 2 Glarke 2019)

In addition to the traanational anticipatory geographies of Taiwan and current and
former colonizers, states in Asia have also included Oceania in rewiring the connectivity of
economic space. South Korea’s “New Southern P
| ndi aEast’/Acare further examples. Despite a f o
policy has become enlisted on climate adaptation assistance in Oceania through-RReK).S.
Indo-Pacific Strateglew Sout hern Policy Di alean@isendercutnd on e s
in many Pacific societies due to the ongoing occupation of West Papua. However, this did not

stop I ndonesia’s Foreign Minister |l aying cl ai
speech at the Jakarta organized Pacific Exposithrough the platform of the Indonessauth
Pacific Forum, talk of Preferential Trade Agreements with Papua New Guinea and Fiji lingered,

yet scholars skeptically observe the Pacific Elevation is a quid pro quo of enhanced trade for

! Taiwan, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Solomon Islands, Nauru, TuvaluAB&artpaNew Zealand, Philippines,
Malaysia) ndonesi a, Guam, and Hawai ‘i
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turning a blind ey on West Papu@abutaulaka 2020) Act East , |l ndi a’s, ani
transnational vision, had its origins in ear/|
Kor ea’ s e x NewrSsuthermPolmyf to Qcéania, Act East began with the aim of
engagement with states in East and Southeast Asia and turned to include the island Pacific as
India became strategically attached to the spatial narratives of theRadiic. The Forum for
India—Pacific Islands Cooperation, held for the first time in 2014 and for the second in 2015, has
witnessed the most visible aspects of Act East in Oceania. However, despite little rhetorical
follow up, India and Fiji have distinctive bonds through the lardeFijian population. While
Japan favors multilateral engagement through the triennial and assidtarwsed Pacific Islands
Leaders Meeting (PALM) summit s, Oceania has b
and OpenInddé® a c i f i c unterpimred y the prisciples of the rule of lawrguit of
economic prosperityand connectivity.

The regional response amid the flourishing of anticipatory geographies came in 2017
t hrough the Pacific Islands Forum (Pl F)-. Il sl a
capture the collective pot enthiealPaacfi f(Hadfec Orcee@ind
Islands Forum 2020While this signified a restatement of the shared identity noted in the
Forum s 2014 Framework for Pacific Regionalis
agenda oable dewvelopsneng ecanomic growth, strengthened systems, and security for
a | (Patific Islands Forum 2020nsurprisingly, given the emergence of several external
narratives, the Blue Pacific set out to prioritize the welfafc afc i f i ¢ peopl es. The
Boe Declaration determined the climate crisis as the most serious security threat to the region
and the collective announcement was an expression of the Blue Pacific identity. The China threat
discourses emanating from Wkington, Canberra, and elsewhere were of little interest given
the existential threat of rising sea levels and the unvarnished actual rearrangement of space the
climate crisis presents. In 20)land in response to several higivel diplomatic visits tog@ania,
then President of HKsnrnickeattio ATeogtit@d)E&wemigetvilaa i d:
range of imaginaries in progress in the redigrihe end of the decaddis words were also

prescient.
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Fiji Looks North
States in Oceania are active in rearranging their relations with other states in response to
shiftingdomestic and global changes. The Fijian Islands, whose political and economic policies
carry weight across the region, has been a drivéis process. As Tarf2010, 118wr i t es, “ Fi
is regarded as a pivotal state in the regienregional hub and a relatively influential player in
regional politics.” Fiji has al sadngapssumed pol
multilateral forums such as the United Nations General Assembly, COP 23, the Pacific Small
| sl and Devel oping States, and Alliance of Sma
upheaval in the past thirty years has been an intiaéfactor in the diversification of political
and economic partners outside of traditional regional powers and former colonizer the United
Kingdom. Fraenkel and Firth write of the lofty goals of the 2006 coup led by Josaia Voreqe
Bainimarama noting thdor the instigators it was the coup to end all coups. It would restructure
Fiji putting an end to theacial divisions that permeated politics and society and rebuild the
economy. However, Fraenkel and F{@@09, 11p | so expl ain “Fiji’s coup
economy back by years, and this one was no ex
partners due to the imposition of economic saors or diplomatic pressure to restore
representative rule, the search for new allies took the Bainimarama administration to Asia. The
initiation of a Look North policy was the resuscitation of a strategy employed in the aftermath of
the coups of 1987 anddP0, as Crocomb@007,211h ot es, “ ' Look Nort h’ po
governments accelerate when relations withtAusa | i a New Zeal and, and t
The coup of 1987 led by Sitiveni Rabuka not only overthrew the government of Fijian
Prime Minister Timoci Bavadra in May of that year, but also, in September, it established Fiji as a
republic. The United Niains and the Commonwealth denounced the imposition of military rule,
and in the following year, the Fijian economy contracted asHijéms sought to emigrate in an
atmosphere of increasingaukenssertiveness. To keep an economic crisis at bay, the
administration | ooked for investment from Eas
Republic of China, Japan, South Korea, and Malaysia. This first attempt to forge a Look North
policnyot”“ diaddi cally change ... [Fiji’ ' s] .. foreign

as the policy was not aggressively pursued and relations with traditional partners began to slowly
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normalize(Tarte 2010, 120Neverthelessollowing the coup of 2000, the militaiystalled
government of Prime Minister Laisenia Qarase revived Look North as Fiji reentered a second
period of wilderness in its relations with Australia AlntearodNew Zealand. An attempt to
decrease relianceomte se traditi onal partners prompted a
Fijian and Asian leaders, particularly Chivlachc ul mi nat ed i n Chinese Pre
April 2006 trip to Nadi for the inaugural ChiPacific Island Economic Development and
Gooperation Forum.

The December 2006 coup bringing Josaia Vorege Bainimarama to power introduced the
third, and current, iteration of the Look North policy. Economic sanctions and diplomatic
suspensions led by AustralgtearodNew Zealand, the United $a, and the Pacific Islands
Forum prompted a renewal of Look North; however, the latest version of the policy has also
been the most successfulatoer i ent ating Fiji’'s relationships
China. ArguablynakFijiimpacghiwfitt hha&diaar sgimcr ea
momentum from 2006 onwards. Furthermore, Look North (2006) reinforced the links between
the economic anticipation of new trading and financing partners with national rejuvenation, as
Bainimaramatoldth UN Gener al Assembly in 2011, “We be
essenti al t o o ur (Mmiatty of inforanhtiond2@1¢ Ruvadias toranadd ook
North 2006 as an expression of Fijian agency shaped by Fijians regardless of iethroityo
link state and individual aspirations.

However, as drivers of Look North, the coups of 1987, 2000, and 2006 do not fully explain
the impetus for diversification. Slatt¢2006)d e s cr i bes neol i beralism’ s n
Oceania, which she writes first became a force after the 1987 coup. The aid programs of
traditional donors conditioned on structural reforms wergoarce of resentment as inequality
grew across Oceania from the riil90s onwards. Look North is one expression of a broader
“New Pacific Diplomacy” that aims to rearrang
to regional emergencies, such as ptoyand the climate crisis. Increasing Chinese interest in the
region, especially through the BRI, has been an enabling factor in reducing the influence of
traditional partners presenting a wider range of economic opportur(fiesand Tide 2015b)

Fiji’s establishment of the Pacific Island De
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Australia andhotearodNew Zeal and’ s role in Oceanic affair
two states and offered a platform for particiggth a mon g Og@ee@mmerdalanid n o n

private sectors. The Look North paradigm of broadening trade relations and state revitalization

has been taken up by other Oceanic states, such as Palau (mid 1990s), Papua New Guinea

(1988), and Solomon Islands (2D06

4.2 Constructing Peoptentered Prosperity and Connectivity

Texts and the production of space are inse
textual (Muler20¥8 Me)Ratby and O Tuath#ill998)outline three kinds of tet,
formal, practical, and popular, as the basis of geopolitical discourse analysis. Formal geopolitics
refers to the texts of the “intellectuals of
government, but who exercise influence over it; in other wpatademics, think tank analysts,
and nongovernmental organization researchers. The texts of practical geopolitics derive from
the practitioners of statecratft, i.e., legislators and state officials, while popular geopolitics is the
domain of masproducel texts, such as broadcast, digital, and print media. Sh8g38)notes
that as a form of text popular geopolitics is less likely to invoke suspicion among asnsume
however, even though such texts do not usually accept scripts from the state, they do replicate
dominant discourses.

While “the core business of engaging with
practical geopolitics will r elvidler2013t63¢e cor ner s
relationship between practical and poaubeopolitics has evolved and merits more attention.

Dittmer and Gray2010)write given the time and resources required to disseminate political

narratives to vast audiences, popular geopolitics remains at the forefront of practical

geopoiticians. In an age of discursive fluidity, the fixed divisions of formal, practical, and popular
geopolitics appear too rigid to analyze the <c
Gramscian notion that dominant narratives replicate within popggaipolitics is true, practical

geopolitics has more forcefully entered the popular domain through the proliferation and wide
availability of statewned or statealigned media outlets, especially via the internet. For

example, the authority asserted in pt&al geopolitics, through the quotations of state officials,
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is often unchallenged in statefluenced media. This close relationship between practical and
popular geopolitics is more evident, though not always, in states with poor records of press
freedom and presents one of the observable ways to witness the advancement of select
discourses. This observation becomes critical in examining anticipatory geographies as state
projects, including how governments promote narratives of prosperity and contyetttivi

people across borders and through cyberspace. In sum, the relationship between practical and

popular geopolitics is more overtly top down.

Text Analysis

Using t-Re | f CHh e r tisséctiadrevaala sow the entanglement of the
Look Norh policy with the Belt and Road Initiative in Fiji has led to theraduction of people
centered narratives of prosperity and connectivity. The 120 texts, drawn from popular media
and government press releases, range from 2006 to 2020. | selecteddeetsin the dataset
by topic as either Look North (a total of 23 texts) or Belt and Road Initiative (a total of 97 texts).
in ChinaChina DailyGlobd Times andXinhug appeared frequently as text sources and often
contained statements from Fijian and Chinese government officials. These sources are either
state run (as in the case of China), or state aligned and constrained (as in the casehefsEiji). T
conditions provide an insight into the practical and popular geopolitical messaging of Look North
and the Belt and Road Initiative.

The texts disclosed a shift in focus toward the Belt and Road beginning in 2015,
coinciding with the Chinese governmerd e xt ensi on of BRI corridors
the analysis, prior to 2015, Look North led the practical and popular geopolitical discussion of
SingFijian relations. By 2017, the swing toward the BRI appears absolute with Look North
mentions baely registering in both Chinese and Fijian sources (see Table 4.1). Moreover,
examining the distribution of Look North and Belt and Road between Chinese and Fijian origin
texts indicates an increasing preference in the Fijian media and government fettthad
Road framework (see Table 4.2). The core claims of texts, including the media, revealed

prosperity and connectivity as a key thematic pattern. This is hardly revelatory given there is
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little critical media analysis to accompany laudatory commeiftamy Fijian and Chinese state
officials. Even further, there are blurred lines between what appear as state press releases and
media articles in both Fiji and China. An example of these echo chambers is a 2014 press release
from Chi na’ s nMifamsiwebsite,yaccanfpaniedby &niintgage from Xinhua, citing
how then Fijian President Epel. Nail ati kau “i
and the livelihood of the Fijian people, regards China as a major direction of its dipfmfieyic

of Look North and is will i n@FAZ2014a)lt additorgd hen c o
Chinese State Council Information Officgpost of a 2017 Xinhua article describes how Fijian
President Ji oj i ofthe @hingooposed Bels gnad Road Initiatigehchllyng it a
connector enabling the South Pacific Island state to facilitate its connection to the global

c o mmu rXdinbuga 2017b)

Reflecting this positivity, four core claims emerged from the analysis of Look North texts.
Inorderommost to | east frequent these are Look Nor
Fijian agency (3) Benefits Fiji economically, and (4) Delivers on prosperity (see Table 4.3).
lllustrative passages of these Look North core claims include the folloenim&frinese and

Fijian state sources.

Since adopting its Look North Policy, Fiji has become more confident in the conduct of its
foreign policy. Fiji has forged new relations with countries on all corners of the-giobe

the Middle East, Latin Americasrgpe, Africa and As{@. Nand 2017)Claim: Look
North expands Fiji’s networks).

Xi Jinping said China regards Fiji as an imacteoperative partner among the Pacific
Island countries, respects the development path the Fijian people have chosen for their
own and appreciates Fiji for prioritizing developing relations with China in its Look North
policy(MFA 2014a)(Claim: Look North builds Fijian agency).
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Table 4.1. Frequency of Texts by Year and Search Term

Year Look North Belt andRoad Initiative
Before 2013 3 0
2013 3 0
2014 9 0
2015 1 2
2016 5 5
2017 2 43
2018 0 20
2019 0 24
2020 0 3
Total 23 97

Table 4.2. Origins of Texts by State and Sector

| Look North | Belt and Road Initiative
Media
Fijian 6 43
Chinese 7 30
Other 4 14
Government
Fijian 3 2
Chinese 3 8

Table 4.3. Core Claims about Look North in the Text Analysis

Core Claim Frequency
Expands Fiji’s networKks 8 (35%)
Builds Fijian agency 7 (31%)
Benefits Fiji 6 (26%)
Delivers Fijian prosperity 2 (8%)

Similarly, the core claims in texts referencing the Belt and Road Initiative highlight
narratives of prosperity and connectivity over material impacts. The order of narrative frequency
in descending order in these texts is the BRI: (1) Createsepityg2) Benefits Fiji and China (3)
Develops peopleentered relationships (4) Delivers prosperity, and (5) Expands networks (see
Table 4.4). This continuity from Look North to Belt and Road core claims demonstrate a co
construction of the tone the statereates for the Sinéijian relationship. However, claims under

Belt and Road demonstrate a softening ofdeiitric narratives with the inclusion of China as a
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co-beneficiary. Further, peopleentered relationships recur as a theme in texts referentiag
Belt and Road; this claim, along with, the anticipation of prosperity move the emphasis created
in Look North narratives towards stadefined, yet grounded, opportunities for the people of Fiji

and China.

Table 4.4. Core Claims about the Belt aratRunitiative in the Text Analysis

Core Claim Frequency
Creates prosperity 33 (34%)
Benefits Fiji and China 22 (23%)
Develops peopleentered relationships 20 (21%)
Delivers prosperity 11 (11%)
Expands networks 11 (11%)

A morphological study of the texts reinforces the notion that the Belt and Road Initiative
in Fiji is discussed in specific terms. That is, the BRI generates prosperity and expands capital and
human networks. Another, and notable, discursive pattern isetven though the Belt and Road
has become the defining framework of bilateral relations, the similarity between Look North and
BRI core claims signal the Belt and Road is consistent Fijian agency. This convergence of
language, now more focused on mutuglihan one that is Fgientric, naturalizes the
transnational presence of the Belt and Road. The referents promoting these narratives are
principally Chinese and Fijian officials, and there is no evident agency given to dissenting
opinions within the tets. As a result, the tone is positive, authoritative, and top down. The swing
towards the Belt and Road and the lack of externality are illustrated in the pair of quotes below.
The first by a Fijian official in the Chinese media, and the second by sGifiicésd in the Fijian

media.

[Former Fijian President] Nailatikau Fiji regards the development of its relations with
China as a cornerstone of its Look North P
relations with Asi@xXinhua 2014b)

Fiji is located on the natural extension of the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road. As the

second largest economy among the South Pacific island countries and the regional hub,
Fiji is well positioned in the Belt and Roagperation(P. Zhang 2017)
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The tone and the referents do not differ in itav&t expressions of prosperity discourses
within Look North and Belt and Road texts. While mutuality is expressed in Look North texts in
terms of stateto-state relations, the Belt and Road offers grounded and shared prosperity. For

example.

Nailatikau s@ that Fiji and China enjoy mutual respect, equality and mutual benefits and
are getting closer to each oth@vFA 2014a)

Chinese President Xi Jinping said Tuesday
2017 Belt and Road Forunhgtt China is ready to enhanceralind cooperation with Fiji
for the benefit of the people in both countri€sinhua 2017a)

Xi Ji npi-aergered refprenoemboee is an iterative aspect of state discourse
surrounding the Belt and Road Initiative in Fiji. The development of gieepéople relations
are often cited in the texts in addition to the expansion of capital oidsv If Look North
represented Fiji’s bid to find new trading pa
and Road embodies something much more ambitious. Coupled with the language of aid, trade,
and investment connectivity, the BRI also catridgse “ ecuniptodriali cal geogr aph
anticipatory geographies through peojtepeople narratives. The following quotes from
Chinese officials (the ambassador to Fiji) and Fijian political leaders (the Fijian president) show
the primacy of peopleentered narratives, as well as the view that the joining the Belt and Road

means access to networks capital or human.

Promoting people to people exchange is one of the priority areas of the Belt and Road
Initiative. Ties and exchanges between ourtwogppeoe s r emai n ¢l ose and
from the tourism, exchange and-operation in the areas of culture, education, sports,

science and technology, media will also flourish under the Belt and Roaéredion(P.

Zhang 2017)

Fiji views the Belt and Road Initiative as a connector, and the ttegnrgg of our
relations as an enabler that will facilitate our connection to the global community
through the five key areas of Policy, Infrastructure, Trade, Finance, and-ReBpleple
Developmen{Xinhua 2017b)
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The texts, particularly from Chinese state media, take pexpiterednarratives from
the mouths of statespersons into the words of Fijians in a managed vox pop. One small
businessperson from Labasa t eprodosed Belt and Boad “ | al
Initiative is a good thing for the developing countries fili. It is just like the new road that will
provide many busi né'sZhang 20EIM\oother, afcanstrucaoh workerf u s ”
on a BRI supported project, said, “The two br
internationally accepted standards. Thell surely ease the traffic pressure in Suva, bringing
tangi ble benefits to our people and(Yhaognot i ng
2018a)

4.3 The State of Everyday Geoeconomics

Encounters “ 1 was i n Chijoumali$moexchahd® praogeam in2Gl9.f or a
Whilst there | had the opportunity to cover high level official events and understand
China’s politics, diplomacy, BRI, global t
was a onemonth internship which | spent aBIN in August. | must say that my stint in

China and specifically CGTN enabled me to look at issues from a global perspective.
Whatever | knew before that was mostly constricted to regional politics and approaching
issues from a local angle. | met a mipexple from different countries, media

personnel, businesspeople, diplomats, politicians, students, foreigners. Interacting with

them broadened my knowledge outside of Fiji and the region and gave me greater

exposure. | also did a media short course ainfte University while there and learnt

Basic Chi nes elntdrveew, Guvaa 2081. HS K1 . ”

The text analysis follows the thematic integration of Look North with the Belt and Road
Initiative from a statist perspective, especially in terms of a pexptered prosperity and
connectivity. During a conversation in Suva,
elite discourse. At the ground |l evel, there i

It is in such sentiments that we sdetrealization of a statist everyday geoeconomics. At the
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beginning of this chapter, | described the failed project in Komave and suggested that in addition
to material outcomes, the Belt and Road has significant discursive consequences. It is in the
language of grounded, yet networked, benefits that the BRI makes its response to the Fijian
academicTheanalysis of the texts tells us that the Belt and Road is neither elite, nor much
different than the promises of prosperity made by your own state officials

Further, | identified the evolution of anticipatory geographies from cross border trade
zones to transnational capital projects that capture hope and human relations as enablers. |
argue this is not only limited to the Belt and Road Initiative, but@ldee patchwork of
anticipatory geographies overlaid on Oceania by external powers and internal political bodies
albeit withvariouslevels f success. As one commentator note
needs to stren<tptpreamn | sftirthet idsteddpoconmpétiag with Chinese
aid, which i s @Narseg 20e9)State attempis to deffine wisiohsi olhcgectivity
have moved beyond markets, goods, services, and capital, to {hat af prélaions, and
these connections are a geopolitical competit
that has its own harmonizing logics when anticipatonggaphies meet in the geographical
imaginations of statespersorasthe convergence in discourse between Look North and the Belt
and Road Initiative demonstrates. While the China Dream as World Dream may not be the most
convincing framing to everyone redag overseas Chinese state presence, its presentation as
“your hopes are the same as mine” can augment
geographies. Depictions of peojitepeople connections, not always in the context of the Belt
and Road, but ctainly in the encounter between Chinese and Fijian peoples, from art
exhibitions to construction projects, punctuate media reporting on the-Sjiam relationship.
These repeated grounded messages are likely to be more convincing than kitschy videos tha
proclaim, “1’d | i kadftuor nbuihl d tt hwai tvwo rllodv ed" rtooa c
Teach The Worl d.”

The role of the media is critical. The state drivepromluction of prosperity,
connectivity, and peopleentered discourses in eapblicy is by and large unchallenged in the
Chinese and Fijian medathough this may be changing in. Hijie authorities assembled to

discuss Look North and the BRI in the texts are heads of state, diplomats, and government
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officials. The outlets aithe state and partyun media of China and the tightly stesiepervised
media of Fijof the Bainimarama administratiomhe dominance of the pargtate media outlet
Xinhua in texts produced in China i sracyand ur pr i
a political and ideological apparatus for the ruling Chinese Communist Party has remained
unchanged since it was f(HoogrR@leg d17) mdKri en htutaa s 8n@a ny
extends beyond generating positive articles on the Chinese government for a domestic audience
and it is now “the | argest sn”ewsl kmigke.n,c yl 222no.n gML
domestic work, Xinhua’s overseas growth is |
with the goal of ®“expanding the political 1nf
130). Since the implementation thie 2010 Media Industry Development Act establishing the
Media Industry Development Authority (MIDA), staiduence in the Fijian press is
considerable. Outlets or reporters who transgress what MIDA defines as in in the public interest
face finesorimpi sonment . Despite its status as an “ir
decisions closely follow the interests of the Bainimarama administration. Reporters Without
Borders claims the 2010 law and the formation of MIDA have led toesedbrship in the Fajn
press(Reporters Without Borders 2018he new Rabuka administration repealed MIDA in 2023
and the impact on Chinalated digourseis for future research. Howeven, the context of tle
restrictive environmentl ur i ng Bai n,itherais aconapicgousrfluidityebetween the
state and the media. For example, the Chinese Embassy in Suva republished &mowpthe
ChineseAmbassador to Fiji originally placed in the Fijian media, and Chinese government
websites republish Xinhua news articles citing the positive comments of Fijian officials.

The way the Fijian and Chinese states discuss the BRI is not a radical depantthre fr
way they talk about Look North. The unbroken positive tone of economic hope indicates the BRI
is consistent with Fijian interests, as articulated by the Fijian state, and seeks legitimacy not only
for the Fijian st at lgy. Thisihtegcayve praeticd shoalt s view€dthas na’ s
co-produced and a process that is not necessarily a reproduction of power politics. The rapid
growth of China discourses has rearranged Fijian political and economic space to open an
alternative to traditonal partners regardless of whether it is framed as Look North or the Belt

and Road Initiative. Furthermore, decolonization narratives influence identity in Oceania, and it
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is a stretch to say that t he- ®£tdamuitysehshareds er t i
destiny” wild/l gain any traction. The region’
sovereign states regained formal independence in the 1970s. As the Blue Pacific identity reveals
the drive toward regionalism has some politicglitzd, subregionalism, however, also carries a

strong influence, especially as expressions ofgaisihial seleliance. Narokobi proposes a

“Mel anesian Way” that casts off colonialism

dominant external naatives. Narokobi asserts the Melanesian Way is grounded in intrinsically

held values, “More than any people in the wor

West and the East or we can choose to be ourselves in our philosophy,-etyldifeand our
whol e (Narokobgl983,4%) Whi | eres€ritce imQcéania has come at a time when
Beijing is seeking an enhanced global role, it has also occurred when Oceanic states are

reasserting themselves subgionally, regionally, and globally.

4.4 The Limits of Everyday State Imaginaries

This chapteextends how we understand anticipatory geographies, such as the Belt and
Road Initiative. The move toward prosperity and connectivity as aspects of state transnational
visions emphasize discursive over material impacts. These state interventions seek to
reconfigure space and identities; in the latter case, through foregrounding of pzsytered
narratives. What | call state everyday geoeconomics, or the capture of the everyday to further
state policies. I n Oceani a, isddmseveral externale ne we d
anticipatory geographies while regional initiatives highlight domestic or Oceanic priorities, such
as diversification of economic partners and the climate crisis. Fiji, like other states in Oceania,
has welcomed the Belt and Roaduad infrastructure projects and attract overseas investment
as it once promoted its own Look North policy beyond traditional partners.

The research further develops anticipatory geographies to examine the discursive
processes enacted when two of thesarisnational state schemes meet. Using text analysis, this
chapter also develops an understanding of the relationship between popular and practical
geopolitics. In utilizing these concepts and methods, the work reveals the entanglement of Look

North and B& and Road in Fiji. From 2006 to 2015, Look North was the dominant discourse of
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the SineFijian relationship. After 2015, when China added Oceania to BRI as an infrastructure
corridor, a shift in emphasis occurred in that the Belt and Road became thiaglefiscursive
framework. However, the critical discourse analysis reveals the repeated use of language
describing potentiality and connectivity in both frameworks ensures a sense of continuity from
Look North to BRI. The BRI has not replaced Look Narthye Look North has beenpkaced

into BRI to cgroduce a narrative that permits the ongoing articulation of Fijian interests.
Furthermore, China is one of many states with which Fiji interacts. While Look North is no longer
a prominent aspect of th8inaFijian relationship, it persists in the discussion of economic and
political relations with Malaysia and Ruskaexampleindicating strategic choices taken within
specific contexts.

We must exercise caution over the acceptance of these nasatithe social domain.

As this chapter notes, the close relationship between practical and popular geopolitics displayed
in the Fijian and Chinese texts merely indicate a certain level of control the state harnesses in
promoting a state form of everydggoeconomics. The referents in the texts are a mixture of

state officials ranging from state leaders, diplomats and government officials and state
sympathetic media act as the surrogates. It is no surprise that critical voices on the Belt and Road
Initiative in Fiji are difficult to find in stasgpproved media. As the Fijian academic remarked,

there is significant civil society pushback against Chinese presence in Oceania and an analysis of
social media commentary of BRI in Fiji, examined in Chaptenitjggeomore open forum for
dissemination of opinions. Also, as one Fijian told me, suspicion of China in Fiji is easy for the
overseas media to tap into and the availabditpon-Fijian media through the internet or

satellite providers ensures broad @issnation.

In Chapter 4, | examined the discursive encounter oB#feandRoad wi t h Fi ji ' s
global outreachmeasureo f “ Look North” and argued how the
narratives inherent tthese policiegnfranchises Rlpresencean Fiji.In other words the BRIis
consistent with Fijiased global initiatives-urther, ©-producedprosperity discoursesigal to
Fijian civil societthe BRI ioherentto groundedFijian interestsAs suchstates capture and
deploy the everyday in their narratives to promote such transnational politieBect creating

a state version of everyday geoeconomics.
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On the ©ral Coast, e forest has reclaimed the site of the once planned Silk Road Ark
Hotel. Any traces of the project are in the discourses of Chinese presence in Fiji. With the Belt
and Road becoming the defining f azossAsiar k f or
Europe, Africa, the Middle East, and the Amer
spaces and policies is an indicator of how other states will reposition their promises of prosperity
and connectivity to civil societiyn the ollowing chapter¢ move away from a focus on the state
to develop an understanding of how people and commercial enterprises construct an everyday

geoeconomics from the presence of the Belt and Road in Fiji. Chapter 5 examines the role of

larger Chinese copanies in Fijian spaces.

Figure 42. The empty lot of the proposed Silkroad Ark Hotel in 2017. In 2021, the fencing had disappeared, and
trees reclaimed the area. Photo by author, 2017.
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CHAPTER 5. AGENTS OF THE BELT ANNITRAALVE? CHINESE STATE LINKED COMPANIES IN
FIJI

Encounters | ' m standing on the sidewal k +n a su
morning sun. Up and down the leafy road overlooking the city, the houses are sizeable

and indicate modest wealth. front of me is an enclosed compound with a backhoe in

the yard and various construction debris lying around. There are dogs, teeth bared,

straining at leashes, barking at me. Fortunately, steel fencing is between us. Yang

appears, says hello, and guidestm®ugh the various obstacles into the house. In

Yang' s office, his colleague, a burly nort
me. The office is a chaos of file folders, computers, and decorative paper lanterns. Yang is

the manager for the locakénch of a large Chinese construction company. Chen works

the finances. There’'s no need to communica
infused with some Fijian English slang. Yang is slighter, wears wire rimmed glasses, and

has the air of leadehdp. Yang and Chen are dressed professionally in local bula shirts.

Yang pours tea from back home for everyone and acknowledges the silent finger tap of

thanks once the cups are full. The process is deliberate. Yang sits back in an armchair, and

we begin b exchange conversation. During our discussion we touch on a range of topics
about running a construction company in Fiji, such as labor and materials. Yang and Chen
are open about the challenges that come with their jobs, especially on the local business
environment. At the end of the conversation, | meet some of the other office employees,
most are them are from mai nl aTautewGrkers,n a . I

who, without me asking, tells me that there are no problems working for the company

Suva inhabits a compact space. The peninsula on which it sits provides the natural
boundary of the Pacific Ocean on three sides with the north of the city opening to the remainder
of the island of Viti Levu. As you move through the city, there arsion@amarkers of Chinese
entrepreneurship. Signs for small businesses are common. However, indicators, large and small,

of a more recent presence reveal themselves. The sprawling construction site of the Fiji Holdings
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Tower in the Flagstaff neighborho@dplaqgue commemorating the completion of the Stinson
Bridge in the city center, a pavilion on Cumm
celebrating 160 years of Chinese presence. Whether it is a construction site or a commemorative
plaque, tlese are spaces of encounter with China and carry the stamp of a Chinese company,

and in some cases the brand of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).

Figure 51. The FifiChina Friendship Pavilion in the heart of Suva built by the Yanjian Group. Psoalky git
under the pavilion. In 2021, it was taped off to enforce C&vdestrictions. Photo by author, 2021.

Chinese companies are a key site of Belt and Road encounter in Fiji. Sandra Tarte, a Fijian
political scientist at the University of the 8o®acific in Suva, underscored this importance

when she told journalists that “the current p
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colonizer in the Pacific stems from the actio
(Patjole2019) Tarte's comment reveals sever al i Ssues
companies in the Pacifitiat is, fears over Chinese presence in Fiji and Oceania are more tied to
economic than political drivers. Further, it is Chinese commercial entities more than the activities

of the Chinese state that raise sovereignty anxieties in the Pacific. As Kala(@QR1)writes,
Chinese firms “are often at the forefront of
encaunter with China-they usually precede the Chinese state. Furthermore, they are central to

Chi n a-ecenomie geopoliticalandgsot r at egi ¢ i nfl uence.” As suc
only become mediators of state projects, like the Belt and Road/dmthese entities engage

Pacific Islanders in multiple grounded ways. Beyond the material visibility of project sites,

Chinese companies function in labor and procurement markets, as well as compete with other
companies for new contracts. This embedm&e companies in Fijian societyiseparatevay

than that of the Chinese state, ensconced in its forth&esembassy, giving them a direct impact

over livelihoods and the material look of Fijian spaces.

The literature reveals little about the logics of Chinese companies in Fiji. In brief, how do
Chhese firms see themselves? Are they genuinel
ambitions, a kind of modern version of chartered companies, like those of colonizing Europeans
from the sixteenth to nineteenth centuries? What kind of adaptattamn€hinese companies
make to operate in Fiji and to ensure smooth relations with Fijians? In other words, have Chinese
companies developed their own form of ®“everyd
within the anticipatory geographies of sta®dhis chapter explores the motivations and
perspectives of Chinese companies in Fiji based on structured questionnairstraetared
and unstructured interviews with company managers and workers, as well as fieldwork
observations and references to theC h-F n g i Texts” dataset. The cha
key companies engaged in Belt and Road work and their projects. Following, | share the ways in
which Chinese companies interact with the Chinese and Fijian states and Fijian society, drawing
out three core points of encounter, doing business in Fiji, procuring labor and materials, and
competing for new work. These opinions reveal the rationales of Chinese companies in relation

to the Belt and Road, which are then analyzed in section 5.3 achtijger. As Tarte notes,
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Chinesecompanies are not always popular, nevertheless, they provide a critical dimension in
understanding how adopting an “everyday geoec
strategies to provide more grounded accountti@iv schemes, such as the Belt and Road are

shaped differently by a diverse set of actors.

5.1 Introducing Chinese State Linked Companies

EncountersZhao, a Suvaased project manager at a transnational Chinese -swateed

enterprise, relaxesVe " r e done with the interview and

home with a view of Laucala Bay. Dressed in a pressed shirt and wearing shiny shoes, he

tells me that his days of relocating with
Fijifoomy wi fe and me, perhaps bring my parent ¢
“A person can build a decent | ife here,” h
Har bin, where it’s over minus 20°C in the

The following survey of Chinesangpanies operating in Fiji focuses on firms working on
Belt and Road and Chinese sthtaded projects. These companies are regularly engaged in
infrastructure construction and as transnatio
ent er pr i gnerethdn 250 anwloyees worldwide. The companies have different
ownership structures, including varied state and private arrangements, with many registering
Fijian subsidiaries of Chinese parent firms, which may in themselves be corporate subgidiaries.
farast hese enterprises are “Chinese,” this is un
corporate entity. Besides state ownership, state financing for projects is also a variable for
inclusion in this survey, especially for private companies taideg construction work in Fiji.
This funding has come in the form of grants, as well as interest free and concessional loans.
Among Chinese companies working on Belt and Road Initiative projects in Fiji are China Railway
First Group (CRFG), China RaiMaty Engineering Group (CRS5), China Railway 14th Bureau
Group (CRCC14), Yanjian Group, and Nam Yue Group. Further, China Civil Engineering

Construction Corporation (CCECC) has bid and won contracts in Fiji and worked on BRI projects
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on aregionalandgloba scal e. For example, CCECC’s region
headquartered in Vanuatu, has undertaken BRI financed work, such as the Tanna Island Ring
Road. Nevertheless, sources of funding are as layered as company ownership structures, and
Chinesdirms of all kinds also undertake work that is financed with multilateral, state, and
private capital. Additionally, Chinese and Fijian government representatives sometimes label
private construction projects €@jhasgathpiveshop
are discussed in detail in Chapter 7. In sum, this convergence of the state and private under the
BRI brand indicates a malleable policy that either investors or gftiarmbpportunistically
enlist.Alist of projects that the si€hinese companies cited in this paragraph have worked on in
Fijiis available il\ppendix A.
China Railway First Group (CRFG) ( ) is a Xi’an headquart et

engineering entity, whose parent company, China Railway Group Limited (

), also known by the acronym CREC, is stock exchangé Tisediajority shareholder of
CREC is the statevned China Railway Engineering Corporation (CRECG) (

). CRFG specializes in large scale infrastructure projects, particulladysahighways, and

urban construction and has regional branches in South Asia, Southeast Asia, the South Pacific,
Latin America, and Africa witbtatingmanagement. As its geographic range suggests, the

company has been active in securing overseagacist In April 2021, Ma Haimin, CRFG
Chairman, noted, “In recent years, we have fi
‘going out’ strategy a(Bebtad2024b)r Fji,eopetating sinde Ro a d’
2008 under a local subsidiary, it has worked on numerous projgutsyinclude dredging the

Ba, Rewa, and Sigatokeers, building homes in Suva, and constructing the new Naqgali Bridge in
Naitasiri. Another notable CRFG projsthie upgrade of the Nabouwalu/Dreketi Road on

Vanua Levu, which was funded with a US $135 million concessional loan from China. At the
grourdbreaking ceremony, Prime Minster Bainimarama noted the use of local labor and

materials, and by the time the road was completed in December 2015, it had been rebranded as

a Belt and Road project. In October 2021, CRFG had completed 28 projects mtiip it

2The CRECacronymrdi ves from the firm s former name of China Ra
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progress. These are the Fijian Holdings Limited Tower in Suva, anothearigiet construction

albeit from private funds, and a housing project just to the north of Suva in Davuilevu.

Unsurprisingly, the group has Chinese state backing withhthe@e s e Embassy’ s Eco
Commer ci al Counsel or, Li Zhi, call i n@BeetaoRFG an

2021a)

IMROZ SALI

Fijian worker

N From this project;lieannia lot.of money.

Figure 52. Screengrab fromi KS @A RS2 a/ KAy SasS O02YLIl yeé Ay CAaMpdEELISSRaA d
New China TV, 2020.

Encountes: Vilimoni is wearinganopénut t oned bul a shirt and sh
a coconut with a machete so we can quench
usually harvest yagona [kava] on Monday. The village men will gather it, strip it, and dry

it” Vilimoni adds that a buyer regularly <col
makes about 3,000 Fijian dollars (about $1,450) per sale. All the monies go toward the

village development fund. He used to work in Savusavu and Lautoka as a teacher and

now devotes his time to the village. We talk about China, and | ask him about the utility

of the CRFG built roads on Vanua Levu. “Th

years,” he tells me. He goes en),eXxpért’ ml a
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was Chinese. Local people had all the | ow

experts here.”

Figure 53. The NabouwahlDreketi Road on Vanua Levu completed by the China Railway First Group. Photo by
author, 2020.

China Railay No5 Engineering Group ( ), a second

subsidiary of CREC, registered in Guizhou province, has bid on and won several contracts in Fiji,
some Chinese state funded, including construction of the Kiuva Seawall, the bridges at Rakiraki,
Nagia, andVainiboa, and the Nausori Airport Road among several other road building projects.
Another transnational entity, CR5 works on municipal infrastructure projects, as well as the
building of real estate and tourism facilities. The company claims more tife80 Zinployees

and total assets of $8.2 billign [China Railway No.5 Engineering Group]
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2020) China Railway 14th Bureau Group (CRCC14) undertook the construction of the Stinson
Parade and &uwaga bridges in Suva, completed in 2018. Financing came from a Chinese aid
grant with additional funding from the Fijian government. The Stinson Parade Bridge, as
referenced in Chapter 3, sits near the municipal market ¢tose city center. The golking

to ease traffic congestion on a major urban thoroughfare. At the opening ceremony, attended by
Prime Minister Bainimarama and a Chinese diplomat, local CRCC14 branch executive director, Su
Huisong, more engineer than poet, used an obvious metaphadrs [ a] Chi nese comp
proud of doing something like building the bridges to help promote the friendship between the

t wo peoples and make cont r i b(Xinhua?0l8)CRCGl4ishe Bel
subsidiary of stock exchange listddn@ Railway Construction Corporation Limited (CRCC). The
China Railway Construction Corporation Group (CRCCG), which is overseen by-@hengtite

Assets Supervision and Administration Commission of the State Council (SASAC), is the parent
company of CRE In other words, a complicated corporate structure that eventually tells us
CRCC14 is a statentrolled entity. During his speech at the January 2018 bridge opening
ceremony, Prime Minister Bainimarama extended a message of thanks to the Chinese

governnent for being a reliable economic partner. However, he also emphasized how

completion of the bridges marked the successful delivery of infrastructure development by the
FijiFirst administration. Viewed in combination with the comments of the CRCC14

representative, parallel interests were on display in 2018. Completion of the bridges not only
messaged a victory for Bainimarama, but also for the work of CRCC14 and the BRI. In 2020,
CRCC14 announced the award of the Waidra Bridge Project contract, itsisex#nsering Fiji

in 2015 with the construction of the Stinson Parade and Vatuwaqa bridges. The China Civil
Engineering Construction Corporation (CCECC), also a transnational CRCC subsidiary, has a
handful of contracts across Viti Levu, municipal andteritiaat include Carpenters Tower in

Suva, in addition to the construction of schools and tourist resorts
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Figure 54. Monument marking the entrance to the Stinson Parade Bridge in Suva constructed by China Railway 14
Group. Photo by author, 2020.

The Yanjian Group, founded in 1952, is a former stateed enterprise restructured
into a private entity in 2004. The company works in approximately 30 countries across the globe
and is active in Fiji under a locally registered branch. Its projectsdrtbiidonstruction of
Navua Hospital, a Chinese state financed and BRI branded construction, a second hospital in Ba,
and the Vodafone Arena in Suva. In a similar pattern to CRCC14, the Yanjian Group began
operations under a Chinese government grant sujgabproject to go on to other work, such as
the Flagstaff Plaza built with private capital. However, another company, theatagel Nam
Yue Group, headquartered in Guangdong province, conducted the $9.5 million redevelopment of

the Suva Civic Centre unden agreement between Guangdong Province and Suva City Council
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that Chinese diplomats labelled a BRI project. Since the completion of the Suva Civic Center,

Nam Yue has not maintained a presence in Fiji. Nevertheless, in relation to the project, Fijian

Mini ster for Local Government , Praveen Bala no
c 0 0 p e r(Rrakasb 2017aand at the handover ceremony in September 2018, now Minister

for Education, Heritage and Arts, as well as Local Government, Housing and Communit

Devel opment , Premila Kumar, commented, “l et m
associated with Guangdong’'s Nam Yue Group for

p r o j (€he FEijfan Government 2018)

Encounters | t ' s danin SulaoTherSuva Civic Center sits behind a screen, where
construction on the redevelopment is underway. On the screen are presumably images
of the interior after the project is over, the impression is modern and detached. | wander
over to chat to @ouple of construction workers. One of them is looking busy holding a

wheel barrow on his way across the construc

been here for four months,” they tell me ,
before we*@QQ®m Yhoumegét out into the city mucl
not working, we stay at the dormitory."”
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Figure 5. The construction site of the Suva Civic Centre. The refurbishment was undertaken by the Nam Yue
Group. Photo by author, 2018.

The $ companies highlighted here are among several that conduct construction work in
Fiji. The survey is not intended to be comprehensive, but representative of the kinds of financing
and ownership among Chinese firms. Clearly, there are opportunities amé&ijhe Fijian state
has encouraged Chinese companies to do business in the country. At the 2017 Belt and Road
Forum, Prime Minister Bainimarama told Chines
companies here; they have brought a lot of infrastructurEifio building our roads, our bridges
and ports. So it has helped us in developing our infrastructure in Fiji. Fiji is open for business, we
have a lot of conditions in terms of the creation of business in Fiji, our weather is nice, the
population is niceand Fijians are very welcoming. And so we welcome everyone who wants to

come to create business here in Fiji, especia
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section outlines the perspectives of representatives from these six companies based on
structured questionnaire, sersiructured and unstructured interviews with company managers

and workers, as well as fieldwork observations.

5.2 Rationalizing Chinese State Linked Companies

EncountersCR5 isvorking onthe upgrade of Queen Elizabeth Drive in Suva. The road
follows the tip of the peninsula from Albert Park in the east to the campus of the

University of the South Pacific (USP) in the west. Heading toward USP, on the right is the
beach, reef, and Pacific@an. People are out. On the left, the throughway is a series of
government buildings, parks, schools, and

Embassy and ambassador’s residence are | oc
Republic of Chinfies against a blue sky. A formidable wall separates the building from

the rest of Suva. On the road outside, peo
work amidst a scene of traffic cones, reinforced concrete pipes, a chemical toilet, and a
stationarybackhoe. The workers are mosifaukei T h e r e’ supeevisoOnno in e s e
animatedly speaking to one of theaukeemployees in Mandarin. Swiftly, the gates of

the residence open and a shiny Toyota RAV4 with tinted windows emerges. The car takes

a ldt onto the road and silently moves off into the city.

Doing Business and Making Money

As the snapshot scene above illustrates, Chinese companies and their employees are one
of the key sites for entrepreneurial encounters. Although not always inteadgupfits
dominate the operations of large firms, Chinese companies offer opportunities to understand
how Chinese and Fijians shape anticipatory geographies, such as the Belt and Road, into
grounded logics. The mix of company objectives and peopleaattars though everyday work
contrast with state staged events of dance troupes and art exhibitions, which Fijians | spoke to
saw as either elitist or a curiosity. The narratives of the BRI as enabling-ioepgtgple bonds

are more played out in the raspaces of business and labor than in cultural centers. Chinese
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companies in Fiji must deal with the Chinese and Fijian states and with Fijian civil society for
financing, permits, and workers. However, the

geoecm o mi C s, whi c h e xiyergefrensother adgtonst Often def dutsof theh a t
discussion on Chinese presence, the views of middle management and labor at Chinese
companies in Fiji complicate and reinforce “a
In interviews, Chinese company representatives were mostly positive about the Belt and
Road I nitiative, often cowechmi"ngriospiectt hdhetr &
opportunities for Fijians in terms of personal and national transformation. Fdn&iBRI
opened markets, increased connectivity, and provided capital to upgrade infrastructure. One
person described the BRI as giving the Fijian
one project manager, nothing less than an opportunity “change their | ives”
hard work. Companies, of course, took advantage of new business possibilities in new spaces
supported by state financing. As such, the Belt and Road gave Chinese companies more

confidence in moving overseas and depeng new contracts. One general manager said,

The Belt and Road has been great for business. After it became policy, contracts picked

up, and we got firmly established in Fiji. To me, the Belt and Road is nothing more than a
fresh expression of our glabinfrastructure activities. Fiji is just one more country

among all of it. We actively look for BRI funding and will take on most kinds of
infrastructure work. We’'re ambitious, and
Chinese tourism to Fijiusseful in growing our profile. It promotes Fiji back to China, and

that in turn gives our work more exposure back home.

Middle managers were keen to stress that the Belt and Road was not a geostrategic
policy designed to strengthen Chinese influenceerdgion. It is more an expression of the
government ' s devel opment and cooperation outr
educate people overseas about China. The comp

including public works, suchas pi t al s il l ustrated China’s goo
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company representatives didn’t see associatio

this did not affect operations.

Listen, the BRI i's not Iimposed from China.
are in Fiji at the invitation of the Fijian government and people. That is not to say we

don’t fear the BRI |l abel on ovarmmemramjtect s .
does makes others | ook at our company di ff
press, we don’t care too much, as it doesn
better, we can get things done quicker, and our standardswapeisinglygood |1t ' s not
our job to promote the Belt and Road. Anyw

BRI. They see us and not the policy.

A second company representative reinforced these observations that the speed and quality of
work undertiken in Fiji is popular among Fijian officials, adding that Chinese company presence

in the islands was premised on the bottom line.

|t s about making money. We are here getti
much about what anyone else says. Wdakt quality construction. No more, no less.

Politics s ot her peopl es’ business. The Austr al
aren’t directed by the Chinese government.

company is set up to make money, not topaditics.

Beyond observations on the BRI, people discussed how moving into new markets should
include mutual trust and cultural inclusion with Fijian partners, aspects of doing business some
thought lacking. Several company representatives alluded toptam at senior levels of the
Fijian government. A common complaint was that once money arrived from China for the
contracted project, the rules suddenly change
stil]l make sur e t hiadivipualdgldene.fTheigenera impraéssioawas dfa” o n

capricious business environment, in which Chinese companies sometimes felt vulnerable. The
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companies had to weigh up the political, as well as bottom line costs, of challenging delayed
permits, unexpectefees, and surprise inspections. Many Fijians | spoke to believed Chinese
companies to be corrupt, not because the firms were inherently this way, but because to get

things done in Fiji, this was the way. A further issue of contention was regulatiormojzoe p
manager told me, “We find the regulatory bodi
doing business. Our successes are mostly a pr
Most of the problems came with meeting the high requiremen&usitralian construction

standards that are used in Fiji, dealing with anaftdate tax system, and the lack of
centralization. *“lt needs to be properly digi
middle manager emphasized the point that @ify in Fiji, they had to learn the way of doing

business in Fiji, even if this contrasted with approaches in China and their own values,

It is a denothing business environment. In China this is not possible. tadikkere, no

one does. However, wellow the protocols of business, particularly the hours. I like that

| can end work in the evening. In China we must keep working. Integrating into the Fijian
way of doing things is also about |l earning

do not.

Hiring Labor and Sourcing Materials

Minister for Labour and Employment Relations Semi Koroilavesau says the Chinese
construction workers that are in Fiji are qualified and skilled workers who are not

available locally as a result of the boom in the tantion industry(Singh 2016)

Chinese company practices on hiring labor and sourcing materials for construction work
in Fiji has been a controversial issue. Specifically, Chinese company middle managers
commented on the challenges in contracting local labor that revealed competisgna®s
Among these were the fundamentals of project management, construction completed to budget

and timeline, against the supervision of contrasting work cultures among employees. The import
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of Chinese labor is a key site of conflict between Chinese cioespand Fijian civil society.

Company representatives told me the impression that they did notdua¢éscame from a

hostile external media and opposition MPs. Echoing the above comment of former Minister for
Labour and Employment Relations, Semi Kaweslau, company leadership said there simply

w a s expettise irthe countryfor the work. Nevertheless, even though there is no Fijian law
stipulating companies must hire a certain proportion of its labor from Fiji, some contract clauses
contain such prasions. Company representatives argue this requirement reinforced the

perception that skilled jobs were for Chinese and unskilled work was for Fijians. Fijian and
Chinese media coverage of construction projects and Chinese companies operating in Fiji makes
frequent mention of hiring local labor, for example, a May 2018 report on road projects in Vanua
Levu claimed CRFG had hired over 2,000 Fjjfarhang 20180n June 2020, CRFG General

Manger, Song Tianpeng told tRgian Broadcasting CorporatibnF B C) etefara turréntty h

294 Fijians and 53 Chinese employees working
(Nanuga2020) and on CRCC14’'s Stinson Parade Bridg

e

FijiSuwr ot e, “ Mor e t han 6 0idgthisdimeawitrs40 waekergefrom mp | oy e d

C h i riDeviverata 2018)Despite such public facing messaging, one project manager told me,

“Even though it is more expensive to get Chi
we prefer to hire Chinese. The work willbedgnei cker . ” Anot her said,
Some make our hiring of Chinese | abor int

one. We just want efficiency to get the project done. Also, there are not enough skilled
laborers and translators. How can we haeak? When Covid became a concern, many
of our Chinese workers went home, so we ¢

all the border restrictions to bring in workers from China. It all cost a lot of money.
Sourcing materials from China was a further issue company managers raised. There was a

sensitivity that narratives about sourcing from China to bypass the local economy did not reflect

actual conditions, some of which were driven by considerations beheirccontrol.
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One of the biggest misunderstandings 1is th
source from all over. lt's the client and
budget. There are all kinds of factors, such as the glopglysahain, that factor into

sourcing. It is not as easy as just saying give me this and that from China and off we go.

Some individuals expressed frustration about the percanfedor qualityof

construction due t o Chi ostelsveto autbidqorapetitoess ’ abil it

When we win a contract, 1t’s not just abou
also have a good reputation for our wor k.
about price. On the other hand, we can get goatarials from China, and the prices are

generallygood It won’'t | ast as |l ong as more expe

clients and uincluded,are aware of this.

Chinese laborers | spoke to mentioned long hours, an unfasmiv@onment, and
separation from family as hardships. They wer
than it is in China, so we go overseas. It is not just the skilled laborers, but also management.
They come here f or tndgersconoparedyhiswithattitideshbwatds| e ma

work from Fijian employees.

We give them a lot! Fijians ask for advances and take too many tea breaks. We even
sometimes provide food aratcommodationThere have been many occasions when

peopl e j usupfordvork Then treyhwocome back giving us an excuse that they

had to attend a funeral or something. Local workers need to be told over and over how

to do a task. It s difficult for us to rep

of Chinesavhen we are in their country.

As such, Chinese companies saw their presence in Fiji in didactic and developmentalist

terms. Besides a widespread belief in bringing progress to Fiji through upgraded infrastructure,
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managers talked about providing Fijiamsopportunity to find a job and to acquire new skills.
This sense of mission is paralleled in Chinese state media, yet through the words of Fijian
employees. Enisi Waqgatabilai, who worked with CRCC14 on the Stinson Parade and Vatuwaqga

bridges, told Xinhuya

My fate has changed after | began to work for China Railway 14th Construction Bureau
Co. Ltd. 18 months ago. Now | am proud to say that | am a skilled worker. | have learned a

lot from my Chinese colleagu@é Zhang 2018a)

The import of Chineslabor into Fiji is conditioned on the employer demonstrating the
lack of available skilled labor in the country, a designation of who will take over the role from the
domestic labor force, and what kind training the company will provide. Managers &sak th
requirements as a measure of their own initiative to improve labor relations. One individual
mentioned how the firm held award ceremonies for performance, offered bonuses for learning

new skills, and sent employees to China for training.

Competing foContracts and Staying in Fiji

We build relationships with government off
because that’'s what everyone else is doing
New Zealanders for contracts, we have to get eotythe right people. This makes us

|l ook political, and then we get accused of

jealousy because we can do things a lot cheaper.

In August 2016, the Fiji Roads Authority announced the winner of the contract to
constuct the Suva Arterial Roads Upgrade Project (SARUP 1), an Asian Development Bank and

World Bank funded constructiGihere were five bidders, three frofotearodNew Zealand,

3In Jamary 2021, the Asian Development Bank and World Bank pulled fiodB@RUR over issues of
misprocurementFinancing for the project was turned over to the Fijian government.
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one from Australia, and CR5 fr ondc&h®¥.a8milion At ap
less than the next economical bidder, Golding Construction of Australia. CR5 was awarded the
contract(Fiji Roads Authority 2018}hinese company representatives | spoke to were open
about the need to compete in Fiji construction market not only WitearodNew Zealand and
Australian companies, balso each other. There was general agreement that Chinese state
funded work was slowing down. However, now that the companies had become established in
Fiji, they were seeking new work supported by multilateral agencies, such as the Asian
Development Bdn the Fijian government, and private sources. In an environment of cost
effectiveness, onAotearodNew Zealand based contractor, Fulton Hogan announced in 2018 it
would be considering its future in Fiji because it had missed out on recent Fijian RbadsyAu
contracts withthe possible loss of 400 jolSreaver 2019)

In Suva, a small indiy has emerged among some new Fiji Chinese, which is to advise
large Chinese companies on navigating the regulatory, relational, and linguistic aspects of
conducting business in Fiji. | spoke to two of these groups, who said that Chinese company
successe in bidding on contracts came down to the ability that some firms could absorb losses,
especially state entities, and that middle management were shielding negative balance sheets

from superiors in the hope of making profits soon.

We’ r e i n a whpich compadiesmare woking for new opportunities; however,
they'  re not really making a | ot of money,
managing communications with parent branches of the same company through

commercial and political friends.nf or mat i on about | osing mone
the top. Some of the | eaders don’t fear | o
back on future projects. The company finishes a project for cheap, the Fijian government

is happy, the people irjFare happy, so they want to give the compamyre business.

The approach means the company gets a chance to first cover initial losses and then

make a profit from all the work.
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It was impossible to verify with Chinese companies if thisrtgglstrategy towards
competition in Fiji’s construction mar ket was
the oversight of the Fijian authorities and have lost infrastructure confrautt as the 2018
termination of an agreement with CRFG to buil
the 2019 switch ta\otearodNew Zealand contractor Fletcher Construction from CRCC14 to
finish the TamavuaWa i Bridge on ttheeest@uSevan’ s Road to

In addition to competition with other external firms, Chinese companies also vie with

each other for work in Fiji, as one represent
fourteen, | bet it all sounds like we are thesafme. t ual | 'y, we’ re all separ:
the same small mar ket .” However, companies we

contacts impacted private investors from China and Fiji Chinese businesspeople engaged in

construction. One Fiji Gtase said,

There’s no way for us to win a contract ag
scale and how they handle losses, but also the connections to Fijian officials they can
make because of their |linkadvantlhgeChilnese

ironic because their employees just stay in Fiji for a few years. We live here.

As my encounter with Zhao at the beginning of section 5.1 of this chapter illustrates, it
doesn’t always foll ow t hat it@hThesamecanebaspidaiy e m
companies too. CRFG, CR5, CRCC14, Yanjian, and CCECC have all remained, some after working
on Chinese state funded and Belt and Road projects. Others, such as Nam Yue Group, China
Communications Construction Company (CADS) Harbor Consultants, and Guangzhou No.1
Construction, have decided to move on. As an
build public relations and establish their presence in Fiji, firms make small donations to
community projects. For exarep CRHJascontributed to equipping rugby teams with jerseys

and CRFG supported the Central Division Agriculture Show.
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5.3 Positioning Chinese State Linked Companies

Are Chinese companies in Fiji agents of the Belt and Road Initiative, or evenoadhg br
instruments of the Chinese state overseas? The temptation is to offer a definitive answer, an
analysis that satisfies the polarized debates of a global China as either threat or opportunity.
However, as the interviews with managers and labonglisate, a confluence of motivations,
some statealigned, others more grounded and intrinsic, are in operation. While working within
the political, economic, and social structures of China and Fiji, Chinese state linked companies
also display their own logioss far ashe Belt and Initiative is a Chinese state enterprise and the
companies highlighted in this chapter have some link to the Chinese state, at a basic level, there
is little challenge in connecting company and state. The interviews reveal tlegiréganting
the BRI brand in Fiji through contracted projects, companies and their work were expressive of
China’ s stated policy ai ms. Expressive in the
development in partner states through upgraded infrastreetnd connectivity. Further,
companies receive Chinese state support in establishing a presence in Fiji through the award of
Belt and Road financed projects. However, the companies also express qualities of operating in a
capitalist market. That is, thedus on costs, profit, labor relations, and competition. | argue
Chinese state linked companies therefore exist in an interstice, neither fully independent, nor
dependent on the Chinese state. The “everyday
chag er al so occupy the space between China and
Chinese state but influenced by on the ground practices of the Fijian government and society.

The i ssue of state “gui danceiesrepresentedint on o my
this chapter illustrate, there are differing corporate ownership structures in existence. These
include, the privately owned (Yanjian Group), the stateed (Nam Yue Group, CCECC), and the
stock exchange listed with the state as mayoshiareholder (CRFG, CR5, and CRCC14). The latter
arrangement, in which a statevned parent company lists a subsidiary, is the most prevalent in
Fiji. It also means that while the state maintains authority over the company, it can gain access to
private @pital, as well as subsidies from the state. Further, the integration of party officials into
corporate structures has become codified in China. A 2020 regulation requires the inclusion of a

party committee, accountable to senior levels of the Chinese QoistrParty, into the
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governance of companies that are majority to wholly owned by the &tate
[Government of China] 20200 As such, “these features ma

less beholden to the dictates of the market and produce a much more controlled corporate
culture among Chinese expatriates tfLeen t hose
2020, 7) As the 2020 regulation indicates, the role of the paristate owned enterprises is
becoming clearer and adds an additional layer of oversight and interests.

Nevertheless, ownership structure and nationality are not the overriding factors in
determining corporate motives. It is capital. This chapter hasateiompanies with a range of
ownership structures as “Chinese state | inked
and/or origin of financing for projects in Fiji. Yanjian Group, an entity that serves private
interests, has received Chinese staaricing for projects, notably, the hospital at Navua on Viti
Levu. Other entities, such as CCECC, wholly serve the interests of the state. In either case, the
entanglement with state capital has implications on autonomy albeit at different scales. The
tebrm “ Chinese state |Iinked” company is also a ¢c¢

company, which has raci al overtones, and i s
and ethnic origin¢gee@02@p4)ain their behavior?”

As noted in Chapter 2, S Oomegecanomice nt at or s ¢
partnership with states in Oceania will lead to the loss of Pacific sovereignty, particularly in the
form of establishing hard power through naval bases, as Windypa@s)wr ot e, “str ateg
i ssues often have economic faces.” These vagu
spaces. In 2018, politicians, in government and in opposition in Fiji, had to put to rest rumors
that Kadavu Island, to thewsth of Viti Levu, would be ceded to China if debts incurred to finance
infrastructure projects were not pa{dabua 2018)Although cyberspace quickly moved on from
the rumor, the incident illustrated the positional coexties of Chinese state linked companies
in Fiji. As Tarte reminds us, people in Oceania perceive Chinese state linked companies as

vehicles for a Chirgentered colonization of the region. However, the firms are far from being

the colonizing instrumentitat was t fsd a‘t ea rmip &@rhyi | (2020pvsitethad d S h ar

Compdamyt es were important in establishing th

That is, it was not just the state and the private sector, but the formation of an amalgam of the
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two that accelerated the European colonial enterprise. They argue that entities, such as the

English East India Company, were not only capitalist behemoths, but also empowered with
sovereign powers. Political independence from their countries of originyérsight of security

forces, and governance over millions of subjects placed these companies into a new
arrangement of private and pstatedwerethusbather est s;
engines of imperial i $2620d)Tldereéno gvideneeshat€Chineseapi t al
companies fit into this paradigm, in Oceania, or elsewhere. Colonization of space is not the goal,
and it is more driven by market objectives as the interviews indicate.

Marketled goals determine more of the ehe-ground behavioof Chinese state linked
companies. As such, | ocal conditions have a d
geoeconomics.” As Chinese state | inked compan
government, some of which is through multilateral agen@ed private sources, the entities
become embedded in Fijian society and Fijian state regulations. As the interviews reveal,
company managers expressed frustrations with Fijian work culture. There also appears to be a
sense of mission about impacting wotkture toward efficiency and work ethics more aligned
with company objectives. lllustrative of these modifications, a Fijian construction worker on the

Stinson Parade and Vatuwaqa Bridge told Xinhua,

| cannot forget the days | worked for tBhinese company. | knew nothing about the
construction machines like forkgftout now | can drive it easily. | did not know how to do
steel bendings, but now | can do it very Weig said gently and proudi§My Chinese
colleagues, who workesktremelyhard, helped me a lot physically and mentally. They
taught me how to use building machines and not to spend money freely because | have a

family of my wife and two lovely children.

Nyiri(2006)writes how this attitude of personal developmentalism has been transferred
from experience of working in ethnic minority areas of China to overseas, particularly in Africa.
From the interviews, it became clghat the work culture behavior exhibited by Chinese

|l aborers, known as), d¢rwandirenddficuli circumsances sometimes
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clashed with work values or rationales among some Fijian colleagues. The division between
communal labor andgd employment common among some Fijians did not resonate, which

was a common oversight in adapting to the “Fi
opened a restaurant, they wouldn’t make any m
f r eQmne gerson told me that employees from Chinese state linked companies were unpopular

in rural areas because they did not follow the protocols of entering a village, such as proper

dress.

Ownership is a key issugpeaking about a Belt and Road project in Suva, one resident
told me, ®“People have reservations about anyt
be in Fiji, it’s still Chinese.” Another pers
nNnIva’s construction business as a sign of the
Chinese companies were enablers of greater Chinese settlement in the Fijian islands. A third
person added, *“They shoul d r estwitenimMahdarmed pl as't
over the construction sites as it breeds suspicion amongst the public due to the high percentage
of Chinese animosity with ordinary Fijians."’
corruption and enclaving among Chinesenpanies compounded existing reservations.

Despite the existence of negative views, some people interviewed discussed the positive
impact of Chinese companies citing their role in fast tracking economic development in Fiji, as
well as the sentiment thathihese investors were welcome in Fiji as along as this caused no
further debt burden to the nation. One person explained that negative opinions voiced about
Chinese companies could be traced to a debt trap narrative propagated in states such as

Austraiaad t he United States charging many weste

Nevertheless, the same individual chall enged

many of them (Fijians) are under the I mpressi
In Chater 5, | focused on Chinese stdittked companies operating in Fiji. Mostly based

in Suva, these entities have a variety of ownership structures that do not always obviously place

them under state ownership. For example, some are stock exchange ledtdde ynajority

shareholder is the Chinese state. Also, private entities have bid and won on Chinese state

financed projects in FifChinese state linked companies in Fiji exist in the interstices of state and
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private capital, as well as the spaces betwt® Chinese state, the Fijian state, and Fijian
society, i ncluding Fiji Chinese, who consider
market forces, Chinese state policies, the Fijian regulatory environment, and Fijian society,
Chinese statdriked companies express their interests for profit through a diplomacy that
manages all these actors. Sometimes, it is clumsy, however the prevailing attitude seems
cavalier. Their everyday geoeconomics consists of managing all these actors. Procudats cont
from the Chinese and Fijian states, managing the party and state hierarchy in China, dealing with
the corporate and regulatory environment in Fiji, and understanding how to deal with labor
relations. So, yes, they are agents of the Belt and Roadiweitto the extent that it fits their

own capital interests. The following chapter moves from an assessment of large companies
towards new migrants to Fiji and the calculations they make. The focus takes us towards micro,

small, and medium entrepreneuriancounters in Fiji.
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Figure 56. The Government House and Thurston Garden fencing project completed by China Railway No.5
Engineering Group. Photo by author, 2021.
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CHAPTER 6. NEW LIVES IN NEW FlJI: MIGRANTS, ENTERFBNBEGNDITY

Encounters My ride to Nadi I's | at e. | > mestwai t i ng
sidefor a weekend break. A Lexus pulls up, inside are Fang Shuo, Li Yueru, and her

husband Li Nan. | drop my bags in the trunk, and we are off into the Suva traffic. The car is
anarcondi ti oned China bubble. There’s a feel
Conversation and jokes about farts, drinking, and bad driving bounce off the windows in

rapid fire ChineseMandopopcroons on the stereo. As we zoom along the Coral Coast,

Fang Shuo tells me the worst donation China ever made was all the speed carRerag to ° s
Land Transport Authority. In Nadi, our first stop is an electrical repair shop. Lu Xiaotang

and his wife, Wu Juan, come out to greet us, both have cigarettes in hand. They are

forward, open, and welcoming. We sit in the office behind the main shgide are no

frills metal chairs and an unstable plastic table, on it are ashtrays improvised from used
peanut containers. After quick introductions, the combined crew of six jump into cars to

go play badminton at a local church. There are two courtdiot auditorium, and | sit to

the side watching the games. Everyone seems to know each other. The only time anyone

speaks a language besides Chinese is when a boy asks a woman if he can have her phone. |

ask if he is her son. As she is patting her forcdeadvn wi t h a t owel , she
found him in a rubbish dump. He' s 1l ooking f
doesn’t |l ook |ike me or his father.” | suprg

are over, and the crew of six, as well as tmare friends are headed to Lu Xiaotang and

Wu Juan’s house. On the outskirts of Nadi,
wheezing dog greets visitors. | take off my shoes and put on pair of slippers stamped with

the words *“ f e amTothe fightbfithg door & a simaleshrineeon a cabinet.
There’s a |living room with two | eather couc
area. The aesthetic is eclectic. We drink &
people from Chinas nort heast n owseafbodavnidn gb eienf Fiojti .p oWe
clearly an occasion. By now, the alcohol is flowing, and the party is breaking up into side

conversations. | turn to Lu Xiaotang and Li Nan and start asking a few questions. Xiaotang
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tells me he is from Shenyang. He moved to Fiji in 2006. He and his wife wanted more kids,

but the onechild policy prevented them. They tried to go to Australia, where he had a
brother; however, his English wasnHg good e
brother told him to go to Fiji, saying it was easy to go there. When the time was ready, he

could come back. Xiaotang and his wife worked for a tour agency at first, learned the

ropes, and then started a competitor business. Later, he opened theiecepair shop.

The evening turns into night and there’s nc
l't’s just Xiaotang, Li Nan, and me at the ¢
chested, exposing Xi adtaannBjurnseyed,rXaagaogiturns ot t o0 0
me and asks, “Do you | i Istaresdt mg and’ttienreplies,ay , “ Y e
“You | ie!” He tells me he doesn’t I ike it F

owes me an e xshthaChmdase were welcordet. When I got here, there

N

were about 10,000 Chinese in Fiji, now it

giving us Chinese anymore Visas. It s not f
from China. He has emty years of experience, but | cannot get him a work permit. Last

year though, the Koreans brought in over 2,000 people. How is that fair? Fiji took our

money and didn’t give us anything in returr
him to quitmoaning. Onenemberof the party starts to tell a joke about a man who was

stung on his middle finger by a bee and how, because of the swelling, everyone thought

he was flipping them off.

6.1 The New Fiji and Migrant Geoeconomics

The trip | took to Nadn April 2021 with new Fiji Chinese friends was fun. | met many
people who had left China since 1999, after the beginning of the Go Out policy, and particularly,
since the 2006 coup, when bilateral relations between China and Fiji intensifiatke 8Met of
tastyfoodand tal ked at | ength about each other’ s |
one day and drew out much about what | was to leagardingthe attitudes of some new Fiji
Chinese. Lu Xiaotang has the personality of someone who brings people togathas and

Wu Jun’s story belongs to them. The intimate

128



chapter takes the broader aspects of their story as a basis to understand the relationship of new
Fiji Chinese to their workpurrenthome, as welas the home they left behind. Lu Xiaotang and

Wu Jun’s route to Nadi t hrough transnational
state policies, varied experiences with microenterprise, and mixed feelings about Fiji became
iterative themes irtonversations with new Fiji Chinese. And, as is obvious from the encounter,
these conversations were infused with heavy doses of irreverence, especially toward authority.

Il n Chapter 4, I di scussed how the n2006 <cou
addition to rebuilding the economy, Fijian society, no less, would be restructured to end racial
divisions betweeindigenoud-ijiansandInd&i j i ans. According to Baini
administration, and without any hint of irony, it was these divisionshfdtcaused previous
coups. Irthe lead up to the 2014 election, the first since the coup, Bainimarama restated his
ethos that Fijian citizens are defined by unity and not ethnicity as part of his platform. Fijians
duly elected him to office. The electiomsvalso notable because the practice of seat quotas
based on ethnicity was ended. Baini marama’s m

Chinese, who felt their status was vulnerable, especially after the targeted violence of the 2000

coup. Asonper son told me in 2017, *“We are a part o
country. The Prime Minister made us Fijians.”’
Al 't hough government policies on ethnicity

meet, like many other places in the worldese social divisions have their roots in colonialism.

Anot her prominent Fiji Chinese in Suva added,
British. They categorized us. They made-Fiflans vulnerable anddigenoud-ijians
communally tied. Theyet us against each ot heTaukgordf r ul ed.
Indian, Chinese, or European origin in this new Fiji was a considerable shift in status for Fiji

Chinese. This se@auconfirmed when in 2017, the Prime Minister said a communitpteve
“Chinese Fijians are |l eaders in business, med
our workforce and their drive, discipline and
government has sought to build a Fiji where no Fijitawvsured on the basis of religion, ethnic
back-ground, | dlacarivalw20l7and gender”
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Further, Bainimarama’s turn to China amid
sanctions increased the visibility of Fiji Chinese and situated the community on the political
spectrum. This iIis hbtohoteavhehErpi Fenst gppe
Chinese. However, several new Fiji Chinese mentioned that opposition political parties, such as
the Social Democratic Liberal Party (SODELPA), raise fears over Chinese migrants and projects as
aninstrumen t o under mine Bainimarama’'s China polic
appeared hypocritical, as one of the leaders of these narratives is former coup leader Sitiveni
Rabukaand now currenPrime Ministerwho encouraged Chinesaigration and investment
post1 987. The question over Chinese migrant com
history, and a full appraisal is beyond the scope of this monograph. However, in the post Go Out
and Belt and Road Initiative period, iesue has resurfaced, particularly in the context of a
globalizing China with political and economic interests spread across the globe. As such, Chinese

state discipling of Chinese migrants in the contemporary era is germane to this work, especially

aswet hi nk about the “everyday geoeconomics” of

parameters of Chinese migrant agency in the ¢
In Chapter 6, | discuss new arrivals from China to Fiji since the inception of the Go Out

policy. | situate this community in the successor Belt and Rdative and the ways in which

the “new Fiji Chinese” interact with multigen

in general. | look at their experience through the lensaiedtiscipline and critique analyses

that elide new Fiji Chinese as extensions of state schemes, including the Belt and Road Initiative.
| argue that many of the migrants occupy space of capital in the logics of their decision making;
however, their conne®n to Fiji goes beyond economic opportunity toward spaces of values.

The decision to move to Fiji is oftenaeabutside the entrepreneurial encounter as | met with

digital nomads, fertility refugees, and quality of life migrants.

Disciplining Migrants
The movement of people from Chindresquentlytied to the movement of Chinese state
capital. Since Go Out in 1999, Chinese state financed, and constructed, infrastructure projects

have brought Chinese managers and laborers overseas. Mu@g@bK)writes Chinese
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migration will be a factor where there are BRI projects, particularly as workers remain in host
countries to find new economic opportunities. The reasoning is comparable to that of Chinese

state linked companies. That is, with the support of the Chinase, shigrants can gain a

foothold in new spaces. This transfer of commercial entities and individuals abroad through the

BRI has become enlisted i n Xi (2016)mofes tmedRIss Chi na

an expression of China Dr eamge whriefhorim” aarfdnas

coherence. However, the vision does not |jus
material aspirations of Chinese people towards rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. Given the
transnationality of the BRI, overseas locations raassider the opportunities of a Sinocentric

World Dream(Callahan 2016a) As such, for the Belt and Road

dream’ i's, or has (Fedinanel 2016, 9568) wor | d’ s

dr eam’

In the context of the newiji Chinese, defined as people who have moved to Fiji since Go
Out, a precursor to the Belt and Road, the coherence presented in the arguments offered above
are far more complex on the ground. | suspect this applies elsewhere. The link between state
captal and movement is not as transparent as suggested. True, without supportive Chinese state
policies and financing, the option of Fiji may not be as attractive to companies and migrants;
however, this erases the individual decisions made in movementthstaviding the Fijian
state’s own rationale in seeking deeper ties
to Fiji in the Go Out and Belt and Road period has been an indirect impact, rather than a direct
one as suggested in the notion of pragjec®* over st ays.” This has i mpl.
concept. While the migrants | spoke to had dreams, they were largely personal and delinked
from the harmonizing attempts of the Chinese state.

Ong’ s graduated sover eidohdtaje narrativesiathd i s a r
context of a “border fluid” market gl obalism.
apply new ideologies of power. While states must interact with marketg(108§)suggests it
is their management of transnational networks that is critical. Graduated sovereignty reorganizes
state spaces into “zones” that discipline peo
and economic rights. itthin domestic borders, special economic zones (SEZ), especially in the

PRC, are an example of this differentiation. Parcels of state sovereignty are ceded to new
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conditions, in many cases to private sector actors, to attract capital. In doing so, zienes en
state of exception, where populations are subjected to the combined forces of global capital and
state power in a configuratiomat transforms human livegAgamben 2005; Ong 1999)

Schol ars have proposed forms of graduated
While China’ s SEZ's operated within its borde
overseas has opened a discussion on whether Chatatelinked projects, and any linked
enterprise, form a new state of exception. In other words, the Chinese state has carved overseas
spaces through the Belt and Road to attract loaned and/or investment capital. In turn, the
companies, labor, and hostémigrant communities within these spaces are subject to state
discipline to enhance China’s controlR0l&f tran
(2014) is decisive about t he &KRCdnexaminatltndf o c on
Bei jgaowy( s ), or overseas Chinese affairs, policies. To argues the Chinese government
i mpl ements policies to organize migrant commu
political and economic interests overseas. The two objectives are to secure resourcesafor €hin
domestic growth and to i mprove China’s i mage
tactics deployed are also twofold: to host Chinese festivals and cultural events, and to conduct
outreach with older generations of Chinese migrants. The use@o( ), or older
migrant, networks into the service xihgiao( ), Or new migrant, capital not only
strengthens links with China among established overseas Chinese communities overseas, but
also opens new commercial opportunities. To adds diseipfi€hinese migrants comes through
enhancing thesuzhi( ), or quality, of migrants to represent China positively. E@2@i4)
suggests a more indirect and discursive approach, ndten@hinese state seeks cohesion
between its overseas and domestic messaging to present a unified voice. The aim is to
encourage nofstate actors to rarticulate government priorities and to suppress

counternarratives.

The Trouble witBiscipline
As a migrant response to Chinese state oversight (T899, 6)proposes the concept of

flexible citizenship, which she descavelabdkes as
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di spl acement.” Flexible citizenship, or the
migrants to circumvent the contairent of the Chinese state. Although still disciplined by family
obligations, some of which are in China, mitgaegotiate citizenship towards economic
advantages in their new societies. Nevertheless, Ong, whose study drew from the Chinese
migrant elite in Southeast Asia, and To overlook how Chinese migrants must contend with
factors, such as Sinophobia, languaghktions with established Chinese communities, and
social visibility, as aspects controlling their behavior. These aspects are considerations among Fiji
Chinese, and a brief survey of Chinese migrants across the globe reveals how common they are
for individuals. Larif2012)writes that while the rise of Sinophobiative Russian Far East is
connectedo greater visibility of Chinese migrants, resentment is also tied to uncertainties over
legal status in Russia, as opportunistic politicians, particularfVpsbern ones hoping to create
a rift between Russia and China. Taking a continental perspectikanMbal2014)describe
tensions in working relationships with Chinese, often from contrasting values; however, among
low status laborers there are high degrees of conviviality due to shared grievances with
manage ment (200Aartigle dnengiaoandlaogiaorelations in the Phppines is
confrontational in tone and asks wkingiaocome to the developing country of the Philippines
from a country experiencing high rates of economic growth. According to See, the lack of legal
status amongingiaohas encouraged criminality, whibBsput a strain orxingiaoandlaogiao
interactions. Further, since the Chinese state is not present wihgraoget into legal trouble,
organizations of an older generation are enlisted to help.(&ab7)observes how the majority
of the xingiaocommunity in Latin America is engaged in small retail, often buying out the
business from a previous migrant moved on to other more lucrative commerp@twpities,
sometime in a thir¢ountry. Gao (2017) also notes how on the one hgindiaoexpress pride in
China’ s new gl obal power , whil e onxindidoage ot her
not enclaved in Latin America, their lack of langskijlssmeansthey tend to congregate around
provincial associations.

The remainder of this chapter examines the experiences of new Fiji Chinese in the new
Fiji and in the period of intensified Chinese state interventions. It critically engages with the ideas

presented here on Chinese migrants to develop an everyday geoemsnof the new Fiji

133



Chinese. Below, | highlight the following eight individuals to represent the range of new Fiji
Chinese encounters with commercial enterprise. Other considerations were age and gender, as
well as first arrival in Fiji and place of origi China. | introduce each person and draw on their

interactions with me for the chapter, referencing their common and contrasting perspectives.

6.2 Meet the New Fiji Chinese

Mao Lingyun is mal e, i n his | at rheaStHe , and
owns a tour business. Lingyun came to Fiji because a relative was already in Fiji, and he was
|l ooking for business opportunities overseas.
room to grow a business. In Fiji, there are plertypenings. Upon arrival, Fiji felt
“undevel oped” compared to China; however, he
hometown in winter.

Sun Wenyan owns a shipping business and isin herearh®sg r om Chi na’ s
southwestWenyanarrived in Fijin 2014 looking for opportunities in the tourism busiresd
found it hard to adjust to life in Fiftheworked for various Chinessvned microenterprises at
first. Then she studied business and met a lot of Fijians, which helped get over her
homesickess.

Qiao Ru is the owner afsuccessfuligh-end restaurant. She came to Fiji after the 2006
coup, when she was 20 years old, with the idea of working in tourism after studying English at
the University of the South Pacific. When she arrived at tperain Nadi, Ru was surprised
because there was no air conditioning. She met a Fijian and got married. She is active in the Fiji
Chinese community. Her restaurant is the latest in several successful enterprises, including the
export of Fijian products. Rur ew up i n China’s northwest.

Yao Sujie, in his late 30s, owns convenience stores across Fiji that mostly sell cheap
i mported Chinese goods. He came from China’s
kids at school, no one thought | would add up to much. My parents weresagem®rking, so |
was raised by my grandparents.” After a perio

parents overseas, but it didn’t work out. *“ Ma
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wanted to open a busgomesSshenadde¢d., Ko flodmaduig!

mostly because of the language.

/

aviif
\“, )

1

Figure 61. A new Fiji Chinese micro enterprise owner. Photo by author 2021.

Zhou Mengxue is from Zhejiang and came to Fiji in 2015. She is a tour guide and in her

early3. “1 came here seeking adventure and | ook
| was told I could get a visa here,” she told
she doesn’t | ike the way o fHedfiistfingoressibneof Fgiwas“ t o o

that it was 20 years behind China.

Tian Xun is in his 60s and another migrant from the northeast. He arrived in Fiji via a
government job in the early 2000s and stayed on. With his fluent English and contacts in the
Fijan government, he has developed a small business advising Chinese investors. Also, pro bono,

he works with the Fijian police when Fiji Chinese community members are arrested.
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Yang Kai came to Fiji as a laborer in 2014 when he was 21 years old. Heostpgedat
restaurant as cooking is his passion. Also from the northeast, he unequivanatp make
money. “Fiojo opened up for us Chinese. I coul
hereand bought a house armdtolbmesi ness. Il > m doing
Zhou Yutings a sekldescribed digital nomad working in the tech industry, who came to
Fiji just before the pandemic via Singapore. t&hesledwith her boyfriend, who also works in
tech, bothareintheirmi@ 0 s and f r odacidBden Fjji becayse, frddyVee hated
the rat race in China. | want to be free and
in the competitive Chinese education system.

expl ained. “We probabl Wewbave 6tiekhkdaroontdhen

Dislocationsl come from a town in England called Wellingborough. It is ecbllze

pl ace and at one time the center of Engl an
were made in Wellingborough beforeetfactory moved to China. Manufacturing

brought a world of migrants to Wellingborough from countries as disparate as Barbados,
Jamaica, India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Poland, Ukraine, Italy, Ireland, and Uganda. People
who came when the former Imperial powealled for cheap labor, people who fled

homes for economic and political reasons. My own parents arrived in their 20s and 30s,
the refugees of war angepression England was accepting Polish refugees, so it made as
much sense as anywhere else. Ultimately dad wanted to move to the United States,

but my parents never did. There was already a Polish community in Wellingborough, the
result of a resettlement camp nearby. People left the camps and went to work in

factories, my dad included, who studied himifix machines at a vocational college. He
worked in a tannery for most of his adult life. My mdichodd jobs, cleaning hospitals
andworkingassembly lines, in addition to raising kids. The Polish community in
Wellingborough built a social center foltaval performances and gatheriggt also had

a bar. There was a shop in town selling Polish foocd &adurday school so children like

me could | earn our parents | anguage. Peop

and job. The overriding valsieere security and keeping a low profile. During the period
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of Communist rule in Poland, the community in Wellingborough endured some lowkey
verbalabuse, *“fuck off home,” and ®“dirty Commi
capitalism was brought to the &k, and then Poland joined the European Union.

Hundreds of thousands of people came to the UK looking for low paid manual work. The
attitude changed and Poles went from a mostly invisible community to a visible one. The
media stoked fears about Polesitakjobs from English people, the Daily Mail and Daily

Express the worst of them. Right wing politicians joined in sensing an opportunity to

deflect the impacts of atiffedeconomy. Then the abuses increased as the Brexit debate
intensified, including beiags of people speaking Polish in the pub or smashing the

window of a Polski Sklep (Polish Shop). The negativity towards the new England Polish
caught up with older Polish migrants. In Wellingborough, with its mix of old and young

Poles, the communitydivd ed. The new Polish didn’t resp

loud and drunk, and a threat to the security built over the years.
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Success

Our Commitment Your

Figure &. A micro enterprise in the Toorak area of Suva. Photo by author, 2021.

The Belt and Road Initiatieed Migrants
Twelve years after the 2006 coup and an increase of movement in people and capital
between China and Fiji, the two states signed a memairanof understanding (MOU) on Belt
and Road cooperation. The precise details of the agreement remdisclosed although the
Chinese state media revealed familiar BRI buzzvedelschange, networksindinfrastructure
aspart of the content. As | wrote @hapters 3 and 5, Belt and Road projects were present in Fiji
before 2018. As such, the MOU appeared a form
migration, aid, trade, and investment. Among the new Fiji Chinese | encountered, there was a
range of respnses to the Belt and Road. A tone of ambivalence was evident among some

people. This not only reflected the Belt and Road as a continuation of the bilateral relations

status quo, or a mindset of what ' s nteew about
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Chinese state’s | ofty goals impact their dail
mi croenterprises. As Yang Kai, the restaurant
don’t really wunderstand why abdutdbuildngloadsand her e b
rail ways. We don’t really have a great need f
that personto-per son stuff.” Sun Wenyan echoed these
for us small business owners. The béseire all for the Fijians. The Chinese government gives

some donations, and they hope to get something in return. Friendship perhaps. What | do is

empl oy Fijians. Wenyan al so voiced concern o

newFiji@i nese, “When one of the companies mess u|j
time and effort to build our business, only for it to suffer because of the supposed association

with these big companies.

Sun Wenyan’'s ¢ omme n to$new FjifChimesetattitadasdattie 8elt a s p e
and Road. Put in another way, the BRI is for

reflect a hint of resentment at state neglect, other people | spoke to agree with her that the BRI

is for Fijiansyetret er at ed Chinese state devel opmentalis
understanding of the Belt and Road in Fiji 1is
education, healthcare and so on. lesponkea s cr eat

reinforce the Belt and Road as having little relevance, except to Fijians, as Lingyun added,
“Hopefully the benefits of the BRI do trickle
Qiao Ru offered a contrasting perspective seeing only opportunity that hafitteehieer
commer ci al interests, “After the BRI, we did
officials and investors. We helped them get connected and started. There are no natural
resources the Chinese government is really interested in, so wefimdi other ways to take
advantage of the BRI. We look at construction work, we look at getting people to come here to
invest in tourism.” Tian Xun, also working as
an upbeat appraisal of the BRIthah c | uded a broader understandin
i nvestor s, and the BRI brings them here. When
about branding, that’'s it. 't gives eveeryone

on BRI, particularly in the interests of capital over geopolitics,
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BRI presence in Fijli isn’t China’s 1idea. I
Australia that i1isolated Fiji and now they
BRI We make money facilitating investors, the Fijian government makes money from

taxable income, and China builds revenue from infrastructure projects. paswonal

businessuinder the BRI is no different from what the construction companies are doing.
Companies give the best price on construction materials; we give the best price on
product s. OK, they don’t | ast|, but the bes
t hey have something they couldn’t afford b
Fijalm don’t need to be told about the Belt a
bottom line, and it is China that offers the best value whether it is lollipops for 50 cents

sold in the market, or a multimiliesmo | | ar i nvest ment ItheTher e’ s r

peopleto-people work because it¥ge who are doing the influencing through price.

Mao Lingyun, the tour business operator, expressed attitudes that fell between
skepticism and positivity; nevertheless, he had grown cynical about the Belt anasRead
witnessed a change in his fortunes brought on by the €®/mphndemic. He described a modest

income in hosting trade delegations before Fiji closed its borders in March 2020; however,

What the BRI did was promote Fiji to people in China. Theey saiwh at i s Fi j i,
know about i1it, we’ re doing work there, the
beautiful, we want to go there, how can we get there. Then they come here, they stay in
five-star hotels, buy air tickets, tours, souvenirs, andadat of seafood. Think about all

the jobs that came here because of the BRI. The pandemic fucked things up for us. No

one is traveling. There’s no BRI for me an

donations.

140



6.3 Negotiating Entrepreneurship

EncountersSome new Fiji Chinese in Suva toldimeg tend to shop for Chinese goods

from either Haifeng Supermarket or the Fukumi shop near the municipal market; the Fiji
Chinese go to Yon Tong on Mar ks Streeet. I
sitting by the register chatting in Mandarin. The freezers are full of seafood and

dumplings. The shelvese fullof pl asti ¢ g o od dolleaveddy aggaurmgk i n g
iTaukeiemployee. We briefly chat. He just wants to know if | need help. | wander over to

Yon Tong to get some noodles and dried mushrooms. They seem old Chinese. The stocky
middle aged Chinese woman pacing around getting items, asking questionsuke

tendsthe register while the owner restocks. Two women are arguing in Mandarin about

who is going to pafpr the items they have picked outlater take walks through the

lower income neighborhoods of Toorak and Raiwaqga. The convenience stores there are
named®Xiande Minimart,“Guo Brothers,and”Chiep Ley StoreThe first of these is

only window service, inside the other two, everything is behind a cage, products and

people.

The encounters in the stores described above speak to some of the broadeatiegsti
of entrepreneurial encounters among Fijians, including labor and community relations, as well as
manifested perceptions of vulnerability. These grounded interactions, | argue, reveal more about
peopleto-people relations than the staged encountetshe China Cultural Center described in
Chapter 3. Here, | present the microenterprise scale, adding everyday Fijian responses to
construction projects in the next chapter. The aim is to present the Belt and Road Initiative as a
process understood from ¢éhground. While the sense people make of the Belt and Road
Initiative is not explicitly stated, it is the relationships that have developed because of the

movement of capital and people from China, of which BRI forms a part, which | discuss.
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Figure 63. Restaurant owner in Savusavu, Vanua Levu. Photo by author, 2020.

As with the examination of Chinese companies, labor formed a core issue for new Fiji

Chinese engaged in microenterprise. Conflicts
was exemplified in the phrase thé&pageioflifeonthe, ” t h
i sl ands. New Fiji Chinese saw “Fiji time” as

competitiveness; nevertheless, in employees, the term was used in relation to what was
perceived as unreliability and lack of generatleu3he compression of time in new Fiji Chinese
attitudes to work, Yang Kai explained, was down to an impatience to make money. Yao Sujie
added his business would not have been a success without the effort of a consistent staff. His
lack of employee turneer, he reasoned was that his branch managers wereHi@ms. These

essentialized observations were not shared by all, as Mao Lingyun, the tour agency owner, and
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Qiao Ru noted these differences come down to human relations and a normal part of doing
bugness anywhere. New Fiji Chinese placed an emphasis on the contributions made to Fiji when
hiring | ocal. Sun Wenyan was <c¢clear that when
them to recruit because the employee would then be accountable for therpshce of

others. Some, whose work allowed them to, bypassed the Fijian labor market entirely and hired
transnationally. One business owner contracted English to Chinese and Chinese to English
translators from China, the stated reason was to save on talsts. Universally, people told me

that their greatest struggle in doing business inside Fiji was the language. It closed opportunities
for some, and for others there was a sense of uncertainty about correct procedures and cultural
protocols. Despite th@ssentiments, a fine point was put on contributions to Fijian society

through donations, particularly after cyclones and during the €& jmandemic when up to a

third of the Fijian workforce lost jobs or experienced reduced hours.

DislocationsBefore e died, my dad had spent over 50 years in the UK. Yet, he always
feared being deported. His story was a major factor in this lfEagrew up in Belarus,

then part of the USSR. He whs son offarmers, who were also Polish, a minority
ethnicity in Belarsl Stalin considered the Polish in the Soviet Union as disloyal to the
state. My father’s dad was found guilty of
Siberian gulag for ten years. What happened to him, no one kAswsyoung man,

during World War Ty my fatherwas conscripted into the Soviet Red Alamg

captured by Nazis in 194Hle spehtime in an internment camp, where threadbare

clothes did little to protect him from the col@ecades later, even on mildly cold days, he
would put several pairsf socks on his feet to keep the chill at bEye Nazis defeated,

he feared to return to the Soviet Union, where captured Red Army soldiers were
routinelymurdered, especially if they were Polish. In the post war chaos, he made a few
changes tdreshidentity documents that made him appear as if he was born in the new
Poland created by Stalin, Churchill, and Roosevelt. It saved i lifever spoke or

saw anyone from his family in Belarus agafter resettlemenin the UK he built a new

life, with family, job, and home. Even after so many years of stability, precarity gnawed at
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hi m. Everything could be taken away easily
withdrew from the European Union in 2020, 19 years aiftgfatherdied, Polish citizens,
my mother included, were required teapply for“settled status. By that time, she had

been in the UK for 62 years.

A sense ofwinerability over stalled and inconsistent immigration processes are a
common experience aomg new Fiji Chinese. For mostly emotional reasons, Zhou Mengxue, the
tour guide, has remained a Chinese citizen. She talked about how Fiji could change its mind over
China, and she could find herself in a difficult position. It was hard for her to Irdael reégative
press from Australia about BRI debt traps and Chinese state influence. When Fijian colleagues
repeat these narratives, she gets anxious. Many new Fiji Chinese becantitiZgns, in an
exampl e of Ai hwa On g’ gsther tosexuretassets aod buyicamenarsiah i p ,
and residential freehold land more easily. However, Yang Kai reitbiafedrs of precarity,
that is, starting again in China would be difficult. The most vulnerable new Fiji Chinese were sex
workers. Undocumedrd and trafficked, sex workers were open to multiple forms of abuse. Not
only from traffickers and clients, but also from social stigma among Fijians, Fiji Chinese included.
The presence of sex workers in Fiji was correlated with the arrival of inveastidesborers from
mainland China according to new Fiji ChineseBaugkeindividuals | interviewed who worked

with civil society organizations and the Fiji police.
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Figure 64. Store in Toorak, Suva. Photo by author, 2021.

Il n the “Encounter” told at the beginning o
difficulty in securing work permits for Chinese workers. The complaint was common across
interviews. Processes had lbate more complicated and protracted. Tian Xun, the investment
consultant, said the risk of rejection for work permits was higher for Chinese enterprises. The
reasons cited for the change was pure discrimination and the influence of negative reporting on
Chnese enterprises in Fiji. Tian Xun added applications that were once routine were now turned
down. He suspected that some refusals came from a desire to collect the fees required for
lodging appeals on decisions. This sense of shake down, all anecdeotileg in conversations
with new Fiji Chinese. Corruption didn’t end
conducted by customs officers, tax officials, and the police were frequent. As one individual told

me, “We can’t coimpdras.n We awvree av el martasbl e. The
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We’ ve asked, but they don’t, then they ask us
good.” Given the precarity expressed about pe
and the lack of mtection for their business, small and microenterprise owners talked about the
opportunities possible in other Pacific states, particularly Solomon Islands since the diplomatic

switch from Taiwan to China in 2019. The prospect of moving their capital svilBRtreated

“zone” was increasingly attractive. *“1 focus
expensi ve, so |I"’m going to | ook at other pl ac
Australia. |t doesn’t mdst sael¥angKai. don’t care ab

6.4 Negotiating Each Other

Encounters 1 t’' s evening in Suva. I m on my way
Grantham Road, a busy throughway that links the University of the South Pacific with the
neighborhood of Nabua. Aars and pedestrians are making their way home, | pass the

Garden City Business Park, a new strip mall built with private funds by a Fiji Chinese. Then

I hear an unusual sound; it’s marti al mus i
wu, liu, q ba...er, er, san, si...”7 1In English,
eight .two, two, three, four.” The Il ast tim

university students were doing compulsory morning exercises. | go over to checknit out.

one corner of the strip mall, there are about 15 people, a mix of Chifessei Indo

Fijians: Fijians. They are facing a wallyhich a projector is showing an exercise video,

and they are all working out with varying levels of enthusiasm. Ghe Ghinese

participants peels off and sits down on a chair. He tells me he is from Liaoning and has
been in Suva for 22 years. When I ask what
evening from 6:30 to 8. When | ask who can join in, he says anlyese,are mostly

employees of the shops located in Garden City. He then looks me up and down and adds,

these exercises are good for your health, maybe you should think about it.
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The workout described above modeamethadioel v wo
get exercise, but it does illustrate the ways in which Fiji Chinese have become integrated into
Suva's daily Iife. This situation has come ab
measure than through the efforts of Fiji Chind@eminent community leader, Dixon Seeto,
explained to me before he passed in 2019 that Fiji Chinese punch above their weight. Seeto, a
onetime Senator under the Laisenia Qarase administration, was also the President of the Fiji
Hotel and Tourism Associatiand the Chinese Association of Fiji acdnfidant of Prime
Minister Bainimarama. As | noted in Chapter 3, he is among several influential Fiji Chinese who
have gained prominence in the law, politics, and business fields. Dixon Seeto added that the

postion of Fiji Chinese was part community preservation and part community advancement,

we' ' re not aggressive,” he clarified, as a g

maki ng a cont r i-genetatiomalnFiji Chinbsa exgressed donoear the impact

new Fiji Chinese have had on this haxeh status in Fijian society highlighting how their conduct

hastobei mpeccabl e given their visibility; “We do

told me, “The new Chhaesdobseak ehdenul eseand
A key site of divergence between multigenerational Fiji Chinese and new Fiji Chmese is

the associations, most notably the Chinese Association of Fiji, which acts as the default

community interlocutor for both th&ijian and Chinese states. The Prime Minister and Chinese

Ambassador regularly attend community organized events, such as Lunar New Yégand
Mid-Autumn Festival ( ). As the leadership of the Chinese Association of fRigigty

formed from multigerrational Fiji Chinese, one of the core issues among new Fiji Chinese is a
perceived barrier on access to Fijian government officials. Although not explicitly stated, new Fiji
Chinese founded the New Chinese (Fiji) Association. Language issues alsateangitiers

with multigenerational Fiji Chinese either Cantonese and English speakers and new Fiji Chinese
predominatelyspeakers of Mandarin Gi ven t he ambassador’ s preseil
translation is now provided between English and Mandaria.tBthese arrangements and a

changing demographic, new Fiji Chinese seek greater representation in the key community
associations. Nevertheless, Fiji Chinese of any background are active in offering financial,

immigration, or other kinds of social supp@tich as when a person is a victim of crime. Further,
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it would be inaccurate to convey a sense of a divided community, many people described
outreach measures and the necessity to push back against discriminatory incidents, especially as
“Chi na coeurseswisctlated offine and online during the Ga@ggandemic.

The efforts of Fiji Chinese to encourage healthy community encounters beyond the
purview of the state extends to Fijian society writ large. The most successful example cited of
this integration is the Yat Sen School in Suva detailed in Chapter 3, which one board member of
the Chinese Education Society of Fiji describ

explains how the school has become a resource for all Fijians builFipaiad,

A fact often overlooked is that the success of the two schools in terms of delivering
guality education to the children of Fiji, both Chinese and@inese, has been due to

the efforts of norChinese staff, both Fijian and Indian. Very feing3le, except Chinese
language experts have taught in both schools throughout the decades because Chinese
have generally opted for professions such as accountancy, engineering, medicine and to
a lesser extent law, but not teaching as a profession. Thediaols would not have

been able to perform to the standard they have, without the sterling efforts of their Fijian

and Indian staff.

The Chinese government, through the embassy in Suva, has sought to link its name to
these successes according to communitl eader s, as | was told, *“ Ou
any government, they just want a part of it.”
through the Chinese Association of Fiji in building relations with Fijian society, it has also built
new institutions more aligned to the Chinese state. The results have been mixed with
multigenerational Fiji Chinese describing such actions as strengthening perceptions that people
are Chinese first before Fijian. Two entities, the Fiji China Friendship#ss@nd the Fiji
Council for the Promotion of Peaceful Reunification of China, are both linked to the United Front
Work Department, an organ of the CCP. The United Front Work Department broadly seeks to
promote the interests of the CCP and suppress tonarratives. | spoke to members of both

associatioswho described entities with limited influence. The Fiji Council for the Promotion of
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Peaceful Reunification of China is barely functioning due to sparse funds and the political
association with the CCPhe Fiji China Friendship Association, as described in Chapter 3, has
been more impactful with senior Fijian politicians serving in the leadership. However, interest
from this constituency has waned according to current members. Its most prominentcamd re
success was the donation of PPE to Fiji in June 2020. There was a consensus among new Fiji
Chinese that Fiji was not a priority for the Chinese state in its global engagements.
Multigenerational Fiji Chinese were phlegmatic about links to the CHimebkassy, they were

necessary to include, but influence is better exercised through the Fijian authorities.

Figure 6. Entrance to the Yat Sen School in the Flagstaff neighborhood of Suva. Photo by author, 2018.
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Integration

Dislocations | had sever al conversations with Fi|j
uncertainty about whether they were Chinese or Fijian ratah | talked about my own
ambivalence about beirfgPolish; “British] or “American, adjectives thaarewritten on

my passports. Nowhere seemtdfit and people were ready to tell me as such. In

Warsawi n 2014, someone asked me my | ast name,
even pronounce my own name. In England, few people bothered to learn how to spell my

last name. One new FijiChinesete simi |l arly, telling me “1 ¢

feel mor e gl obal than Chinese. Neverthe
raised in Fiji were more comparable to my
much like my own faltergnPolish. We spoke to our parents in English and our parents
spoke to us in our heritage |l anguage. It m
country of origin. Still, we talked about significant differences in our lives growing up as
secondgeneration immigrants. Fiji Chinese were visible, as a white person in England, |

had privileges. Further, my parents did not feel the need to convert from Catholicism to

fit in to society, whereas many Fiji Chinese convdadéthatholicism, as they sent their

chidren to Catholic run school s. “Ther e was

Migrants face repeated skepticism over their loyalty to their host societies. Assimilation
of migrant children, often through deemphasis of parent cultures, is one stratelpyeefy
families to “fit in.” This | eads to the share
the parents’ | anguage and a feeli-bhoghFgf uncert
Chinese and multiracial Fiji Chinese saw posgbilit acting as a bridge between Fiji and China.
The degree of effective socialization into Fiji was also tied to the differences between
mutigenerational Fiji Chinese and new Fiji Chinese, more precisely, the opportunity for mobility
among recent membersf their community. A senior Fiji Chinese explained how earlier
generations of Chinese came to Fiji with the

come for economic opportunity and seek expansion of Chinese influence abroad. Many appear
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to settle for a period but would eventually return to China or move onto other countries, seeking
out more economic opportunities. Whilst some settlers do attempt to assimilate, many do not,
often seen as aggressively exerting their influence, Chinesgléfesind ideology. This would
|l ead to some resentment by the |l ocal communi't
and movement of private capital, i's correlate
to fit in. Digital nomads, sh as Zhou Yuting, would disagree, placing her mobility as an
expression of liberation from the constraints of careerism in China and no different than other
individuals who seek new experiences overseas.

The issue of criminality and discrimination wagquent topic in conversations and

manifested in insecurity. Some external observers have complicated the position of new Fiji

Chinese in this regard. Susan Windybank’s, <co
associated many newdrrivedChes e migrants with a rise in cr
contract killings, and ill egal gambling are t

illustrative(Windybank 2008, 35WVhile acknowledging Pacific Islander crime on Chinese people

in the region, Windybank neglects mitigation efforts undertaken by ChamesBacific Islander
communities. New Fiji Chinese, in conjunction with Fijian civil society organizations and the Fijian
police work closely on offering sanctuary to trafficked sex workers. Tian Xun, who led such

efforts and whose business was locatedrneaa not ori ous massage parlor
those guys [Chinese sex worker traffickers]. People come into my office because | employ Fiji
Chinese women and ask for girls. Theseegalaremployees sitting at desks and these people
comeinwantingtpay for sex.’”

Multigenerational Fiji Chinese expressed concern about the implications of crime;

however, most people saw this as an extension of discrimination that many of them had

experienced since chil dhoodrteallyniakeeng angrp. SHow gat i o
me the evidence! I"'"I1l be fair. I f it’s there,
| " ve been hearing these stories all my I|ife."”
from Fiji for alleged¢dyer scams reinforced “a |l ongstanding

as a country that pr oduc e sChnese amivalsardsrgjanisedh d o f

c r i rfTarte’2021, 383)Tian Xun highlighted social media as effective in spreading

151



di scriminatory narratives, cyber violence ha
di scriminati on an doodChneses ddeadd €Ehinegeand'tpelr lerainsary a
as small as theirege. hisr dci sm i s terrible to see.” Popul a
community had implications on new Fiji Chinese feelings of security. The criminal stereotype
complicatedintgr at i on i nto Fijian society, further f
separateness. Yao Sujie, an established busin

China. People here want to bring“We dewnr dbhWa

People steal from our stores. There’s not muc
LZEAL (. & 5
il 5
M 2EGY
A2 = H YR
z\vw,‘;wzmntlw;:sz Av A i V- 2RI

Figure®. Cover of the book “ My Date with Fiji”™ by Yang Go
bl urb says, “The pur peke befcoenv emigy at hiep ties tpercome ”b

6.5 Spaces of Capital and Spaces of Values

Fiji Chinese are far from disciplined migrants. There is evidence of Chinese state attempts
to influence discourse through G@&d organizations; however, the efficacy of thesdities is

highly questionable. Indeed, institutions built by Fiji Chinese have been the most impactful in
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influencing Fijian government officials, particularly in an administration that claims it represents
a new Fiji free from ethnic bias. If FijiCeire ar e | i ving out an iterat:.

Dr eam, it is only through the opportunities
people. To answer the question posed at the start of this chapter, what are the parameters of
Chinesemigragn agency in the context of China’s over
is entirely at the discretion of individuals, not an overreaching state. As the accounts of new Fiji
Chinese relateaffiliation with the goals of the Belt and Road range from indifference to
enthusiasm. However, in sum, their calculations do not come from a position of promoting state
interests, consciously or unconscizenshipiny . New
protecting assets and eluding the Chinese state. However, the community has put into place
other measures that cope with precarity, some of it brought about by Fijian society, such as
discrimination. The role of associations in protecting esoo@nd social interestscritical. It is
of little surprise that associations with influence inside the Fijian government are a site of
contestation, as multigenerational Fiji Chinese seek to protect ad@ndstatus and new Fiji
Chinese look to secureew businesses. However, as is made clear by multigenerational Fiji
Chinese, if new Fiji Chinese cannot ultimately secure those assets, their capital will move. The
amenability of the Fijian government toward new Fiji Chinese microenterprise ownergherano
factor, as explained in the difficulty obtaining work permits.

In sum, in this chapter, | propose the everyday geoeconomics of the new Fiji Chinese in
the context of the Belt and Road is extremely fluid and contingent on every individual. It is
unconforming to any state objectiv€he encounters described in this chapter form a wholly
different interpretation of peopld¢o-people interactions between Chinese and Fijians that the
state narratives of the Belt and Road like to promdtes attitudes bnew Fiji Chinese toward
Fijian labor, from essentialized perceptions of Pacific Islander approaches to work to a
devel opmentalist enthusiasm for a “Chinese mo
entrepreneurial encounters than any formal evstamped with the Belt and Road brah
the other hand, those encounters are infused not just with conviviality, but also the cooperative
efforts of all Fijians in a Fiji Chinese initiated enterprise, exemplified in the success of the Yat Sen

School. Iraddition to building new institutions that compete with existing commtlaiy
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initiatives, the Chinese state has attempted to enlist these successful enterprises as part of its
overseas engagements, such as the Belt and Road. Inherent suspicion ahd¢ise €tate from
Fijians, including Fiji Chinese, complicates even this task.

Further, the nature of Chinese migration is changing. The Belt and Road Initiative and the
China Dream, as it relates to overseas Chinese and Chinese migrants, views spagesiin e
terms. New migrants and established communities do not always see it the same way. While
multigenerational Fiji Chinese have interests beyond the commercial, some new Fiji Chinese see
space in value terms. The value of having more than one ahilte simple value of adventure.
Transnationality changes people as the discussion on identity in this chapter explains and with it
a reexamination of connectedness and disconnectedness to others. If anything, this
transnationality is creating globalizedlividuals, rather than agents of Chinese state influence.
The following chapter moves toward a discussion of Fijian responses toward new Chinese

presence and how host societies make sense of the geoeconomics of anticipatory geographies.
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Figure 67. Construction site near Laucala Bay in Suva. Some Fiji Chinese have invested in micro construction
projects, usually small apartment blocks. Photo by author, 2021.
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CHAPTER 7. REVERSE IMAGE ENGINEERING: PERSPECTIVES ON CHINESE ENTREPRENEU

FI'ying into Suva’'s Nausori Airport can be
approach, weather, and choice of seat, passengers can see a combination of the blue Pacific
Ocean, the dense canopy of the Colo | Suva rainforest, or tHgitmhouses spread across the
city. However, since 2017, a new landmark stands out above others in Suva. The multistory
Wangguo (WG) Friendship Pl az a&stbutded, loomsovdrallc o me
else in the Flagstaff area near the city center. About 90 kilometers to the west, on the Coral
Coast, is the undeveloped lot of the Silkroad Ark Hotel, amnoted $240 million construction
promising over a 1,000 Fijian jobsat | introduced in Chapter 4. While the WG Friendship Plaza
has claimed its space on the ground and in the consciousness of Suva residents, the clearance in
forest set aside for the Silkroad Ark Hotel is now receded. Both projects, one unfinishee and th
other failed, have been contentious additions to the physical and political landscape in Fiji.

The discussions about the WG Friendship Plaza and SilkRoad Ark Hotel projects not only
center on their incompleteness, but also that the constructions weaadied with Chinese
sourced capital. The extensive discourse about Chinese political and economic presence,
introduced in Chapter 2, has intermittently i
leadership; however, with some notable except®, t he grounded perspect.i
peoples has been less of a focus in writing. This chapter, through the lens of these two projects
links Fijian civil society to this presence. Further, despite the private financing of the WG
Friendship Plaza ar®ilkroad Ark Hotel, Chinese and Fijian officials have labelled the projects
part of the Belt and Road Initiative. The entanglement of the Chinese state, the BRI, private
investment, as well as the Fijian state and civil society brings together sevass dive
constituencies in everyday geoeconomitth several consequences. In this chapter, | develop
the concept of reverse image engineering in relation to unfinished and failed Chinese
infrastructure asnelement of everyday geoeconomics. Reverse imageeswng describes a
complementary process to the positive communication intended in the completion of visually
impactful Chineséed constructions, which | introduced in Chapter 4. In contrast to the projects

finished in Fiji, unfinished and failed iritras can leave a negative impression of China. In the
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two cases presented, merely the meshing of Chinese state interests with Chinese private capital
in overseas spaces can have outsized effects.

The two projects highlighted are clearly a slice fronoadsubject matter, yet | argue
Fijian everyday engagements with larger political and economic processes should not be
excluded from the discussion on a global China. In some respects, and to the surprise of some
hawkish commentators, the Chinese statisiening to Fijian civil society negativity toward
large infrastructure projects by funding small scale social programs, such as scholarships,
training, and community scale facilities. Given the economic uncertainties brought on by the
Qovid-19 pandemicthe move toward social projects on a micro scale is pry@snborrowing
and flows of labor and material come under reconsideration and delays. Nevertheless, grounded
responses will be different wherever Chinese economic interventions occur worldwiske jriho
Suva and the Coral Coast included. Rather than try to tease general truths about these
perspectives across vast and contrasting geographical locations, it might serve policymakers,
diplomats, and political leaders engaged in the management of CHinaseed projects to
stop and put their ears to the ground.

Through a blend of methods, including a discourse analysis of Fijian media reporting and
social media, as well as interviews and conversations with Fijians from Suva and the Coral Coast
from 2017 to 2021, this chapter presents grounded responses to incomplete Chinese
investments. In brief, a wide range of views are expressed from the hopeful (Chinese
investments will bring jobs, investment, and good bilateral relations with China)sketptcal
(lack of Fijian ownership, investor opportunism, and poor quality of construction). Overall,

negative comments were more predominant although an analysis of opinion of complete

structures may bring different responsésChapter 7, | proposbe conceptof' r ever se | mag
engineering” to capture the prevailing unrece
Reverse image engineering denotes the opposit

often intended in the statement constructiar roads, bridges, and buildingEhe concept
demonstrates how Fijiaexercise an every geoeconomics that contests state constructed

narratives on the Belt and Road Initiative.
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7.1 Reverse Image Engineering

Figure 71. The Suva construction site b&tWG Friendship Plaza in February 2020. Photo by author, 2020.

Most emblematic of BRI’'s visibility in Suv
which will, when finished, house retail, hotel, and office units. The project, described as an
“ispiration from China’s ‘One Belt and One Roa
position in the i den(Bolangvanaaf2013bds/oae psrsontoldbraen | and
about the building, “China is making i1ts mark
million is the first by WG Internatioreda locally registered company. In addition, near Komave,

on the Coral Coast of Viti Levu, priv@tenese investors proposed a resort complex with a value
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of $240 million. Conditions for securing the land lease included financial aid to Komave residents
and guarantees of employment once the facility opened. The Silkroad Ark Hotel was announced
as oneof the first BRI projects in Fiji and construction was scheduled for 2018 using Chinese

labor. However, the project failed to materialize.

: 1 0483330/ 3311883

. 8328 3936

Figure 72. The site of the Silkroad Ark Hotel on the Coral Coast of Viti Levu. Photo by author, 2018.

These two construction projects are highlighted not only to illustrate how the BRI has
come to incorporate all sorts of actors, even those unrelated to the state, but also how the fates
of these private enterprises have become entangled with the imageiruése presence in Fiji
among Fijians. Further, | examine the extent to which individuals parse the fiscal assemblage of
BRI projects between private, stade/ned, and statalirected. In other words, is there a

tendency to conflate any Chinese interventioith Chinesestate presence in Fiji writ large? As is
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revealed, enthusiastic Chinese and Fijian officials often have a facilitating role in blending all
Chinese activity with the Chinese state.
InTaming Tibet Emi |y Yeh proposegi nder icrogyc eipnt voHi

state strategically locates infrastructure projects, for example in higher populated areas, so as to

have the most visual i mpact i n(Yebh20b3)ibesei cat i ng
construction imprints do not always go to the
agenda focused on i mage management. Yeh write

image engineering marks bothlaudatory monologueand a claim that the Chinese state is the
|l egiti mate and benevolent caregi vernYe2013t hi s ¢
251) In Tibet, visually impactfdévelopment attempts to win loyalty. In a 2017 interview, Yeh
di scusses the extension of domestic Chinese s
commenting on how the need for infrastructure upgrades is leading many countries to take

advantage ofihancing through the BRI given the lack of available options through traditional

donor states. Yeh adds “ ..t hedyepraombeictti ofuosc uisn,i’t
|l eave | arge conspicuous proj ectlsartgheasts es €r vwee ha
further describes how the “migrant | abor comp

the Chinese state i s vV (Serageed20l@)ot h at home and
IfutherYe h’ s “i mage engineering” concept to pr
“reverse iIimage engineering” to describe the i
when projects, despite their financial origin, are unfinished or fail. Given the higlityisf
some BRI branded projects, as in the case of the WG Friendship Plaza in the Fijian capital of Suva
and the Silkroad Ark Hotel on the touristed Coral Coast, unfinished and failed constructions may
have a disproportionate effect on the populargne of Chi nese presence. F
i mage engineering” also explores how fl ows of
induced, influence othe-ground views. Such outcomes could be unintended and unplanned;
nevertheless, they do refletived experiences.
Carse and Kneas present a tentative classification of infrastructure projects that have

been “blocked, delayed, or abandoned.” These

how “the history of ietednwatibnthedevetbpmeno:
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(Carse and Kneas 20191@® Scott 2008)Specifically, the scale, speed, and financing of BRI
projects means “we should not accept the proj
boosters at face value. In the cadehe Belt and Road Initiative, such timelines may not square
with the real i(Carseand Kmeas 2010 e10agse and Kndg2019, 1522)

offer five categories of unbuilt and failed infrastructure:steggdow historiear e t he “ pat hs
taken.. [, and] wh g@resennabgehcesemavw e B evehra,t” u(nbdui | t
unfinished projects leave behind, including: institutional forms, knowledges, altered landscapes,

social movements, and new subjectivitiess(pended presenssr e concerned with
social experiences and affective smbassociated with infrastructural delay, from hope and
anxi ety to waiti nogrostlgidfutides sait It lewnsdiso nme nth,e” p(r d)mi
aspiration that once accompazzombesvhichnanbenf r ast r u
“reacti vaetredcnti mcadinfomi ¢ and political <circumst

The categories represented in this typology are not intended to be exhaustive or
exclusive of each other. For example, the Silkroad Ark Hotel demonstrates characteristics of the
“shadow histoci ésituaed” " habeabkgidue to its fai
Pl aza fits into the “suspended presents” desc
into the future. It is also important to note that projects move througtious categorie\t one
stage of its planning, the Silkroad Ark Hot el
From the following examination of Chinese infrastructure projects in Fiji, | would suggest the
typology include an entanglement of the material and coraloiferoughout its categories as
labor, perceptions, judgements, broken promises, agreements, relations, and aesthetics become
factors in determining types of unfinished and failed constructions. The process of reverse image
engineering in the unbuilt illtrtes how the spaces of construction are not only physically
impactful, but also emotionally contested.

Evidence of discussion about Chinese investments is seen across Fijian civil society and

expressed in a variety of forms. The data for this anteflects this and draws from three
sources: (a) Fijian media articles from 2016 to 2021, (b) social media posts from 2018 to 2020,
and (c) interviews conducted with Fijians from 2017 to 2021. Fijian media articles, published in

English, were selectedthn gh a sear eFh jof Ttelxet s“"Chdiantaas et . Thg
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represents the earliest mention of either the Silkroad Ark Hotel or WG Friendship Plaza. The
search yielded 71 texts in total. I evlal uated
publisher, and date, as well as determining whether the piece was positive, negative, or neutral
in tone. Keywords (often more than one) were
broadcastand digital media outlets are reflected in the discownsalysis, including The Fiji
Times, Fiji Sun, Fijian Broadcasting Corporation (FBC), and Fijivillage. FBC is state funded while
the editorial stance of the Fiji Sun isqg@vernment, consequently, these outlets are largely
uncritical of the FijiFirst admistration. The establishment of the Media Industry Development
Authority (MIDA)in 2010 became a restraining factor on press freedom with some outlets, such
as The Fiji Times, occasionally finding their content deemed not in the public irkdengster,
by 2023, outside the of the scope of this tartlysis, MIDA was scrapped by the new Rabuka
administration.

| employed aomparableapproach to collect and analyze posts on social media sites
Twitter and Facebook. The HRreiremmsd shSiigd kR loaazda "A rwe
on these websites with 29 posts and comments gathered. | then recorded the URL, username,
date, tone, and keywords associated with each post and comment. Approximately 55 percent of
Fijians are active social media users| ant of a population of nearly 900,000, Fijians have
registered over half a million Facebook acco@ikent et al. 2018; Drugunalevu and Tarai 2018)
Nevertheless, Fijians | spdkeoffered many caveats on drawing conclusions from social media,
as one Fiji Sun reporter told me in relation to commentary on Chinese constructions in Fiji,
“Don’t beli eve i tiTaukdiemployde fromsoneofadhe prejegta highlighded ” A n
in this chapter added, “Many Chinese use WeCha
many responses from them on Facebook.” Nevert
illustrate the kinds of online commentary circulating around Chinesepece in Fiji that was
raised by Tian Xun in the previous chapter. Lastly, | conducted interviews with 25 iTaukei and
Indo-Fijians between 2017 and 2021, either in person (in Suva or on the Coral Coast) or digitally,

in relation to their interactions witthe WG Friendship Plaza and/or the Silkroad Ark Hotel.
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7.2 Fijian Discourses on Incomplete Infrastructure Projects

WG Friendship Plaza: Media

Table 7.1Tone of Fijian Media Articles on the WG Friendship Plaza2P@16

Media Articles Frequency
Positive 17
Negative 22
Neutral 13
Total 52

Table 7.2. Keywords of Fijian Media Articles on the WG Friendship Plaz202016

Keywords Frequency
Positive 14
Bilateral relations 6
Job creation 5
Investment opportunity 3
Positive- Neutral 13
Progress on construction 10
An insider’”s | ook 3
Negative- Neutral 6
Safety 6
Negative 29
Construction issues 16
Labor issues 2
Procurement issues 1
Community issues 10
Total 62

Fijian media reporting on the construction of the WG Friendship Plaza in Suva was
balanced between positive and negative articles (see Table 7.1). Most positive articles came
from state funded or aligned media outlets FBC or the Fiji Sun (12 out of &f tbial Likewise,
in negative reporting, 14 out of 22 articles came from these platforms indicatinefritauely
media was paying closest attention to the project. An additional pattern in the data
demonstrated a turn from predominately positive to nigastories around September 2018.

All 22 negative articles about the WG Friendship Plaza appeared after this month. There were
eight positive articles before September 2018 and a further nine positive reports after this

month. The date is important asmtarked the publication of a piece in the Fiji Sun about the
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issue of a stop work order frofarmer Fijian AttorneyGeneral, Aiyaz Say&dhaiyum. The order
indicated a problem in the quality of construction materials.

Table 7.2 offers a keyword analydipositive, negative, and neutral reporting on the WG
Friendship Plaza. Of the total 62 keywords recorded, there is a slight tendency toward the
negative with 35 negative/neutral keywords and 27 positive/neutral keywords. Positive keywords
show how the W&riendship Plaza was framed as an initiative that would help to improve
bilateral relations and provide an investment and employment boost for Fiji.

Regarding the boost the WG Friendship Plaza would provide t&ifamorelations, then
Chinese Ambassaddhang Ping told guests assembled at the August@@iindbreaking
ceremony that “the Plaza.reflects the confide
their bilateral relations as wel |l dPsalashh e good
2017b) At the same event, Minister for Infrastructure, Transport and Local Government,

Parveen Bala noted the devel opment will not
sales but also drive the local economy including the creation ofj lozd{Bolanavanua 2017a)

As is evident in Table 7.2, the project has run into an array of issues explaining its
unfinished status as of the time of writing. However, construction quality, safety, and community
di sputes predominat e. The | atter of these dis
encroachment onto the land of the neighboring Holy Trinity PrimaryoSahéurther stop work
order (the second of four to date) was issued in May 2019 related to the property issue, which
was eventually resolved through mediation in early 2020. In a foreshadowing of the issues to
come, WG Friendship Plaza spokespersonakvilVu told the Fiji Sun in July 2018 about a
range of challenges impacting construction, including a lack of skilled workers in Fiji to operate
project machinery and the need to procure materials from China because of problems with

adequate supplyioourt ry. Wu added how a further chall el

culture here. We have been here for just one year and communication remains a significant
barri e Chahet2018u s ”

The dispute with Holy TriniBrimary School not only centered on land issues, but also

compl aints about unet hical dress amongst wo

The mounting grievances drew the attention of senior Fijian officials, such as Education Minister,

164



Rosy Aiar (Vacala 2019)n a sign the WG Friendship Plaza was becoming an embarrassment
for Chinese diplomats, the embassy in Suva began to distance itself from the construction
despite earlier enthusiasm. In September 2018, Chiaeg®mssador, Qian Bo commented the
construction had no links to the Chinese government and that the embassy would investigate if
t he management were indeed Chinese passport h
public needs to be aware that tteeare two groups of Chinese people in Fiji. One group was
those who carried Chinese passports and some others were Chinese, but carried passports for
ot her c @aoamavanuae2®18) I n a reverse of Ong’s “fl exil
now using the transnatiotity of Chinese investment capital to distance itself from undesirable
publicity.

Safety at the construction site became a concern for residents and people transiting
through the Flagstaff neighborhood of Suva, where the WG Friendship Razteid. By early
2020, construction had ground to a near halt because of labor and material supply issues due to
Govid-19 transport restrictions placed on movement from China. As the April 2020 Cyclone
Har ol d made | andf al | $andnkotoiisis passihd@tie areaespyathey e d, “
have seen metal and aluminium pipes flying off the building and landing on the road or
nei ghbour i nE Nand 2020 he foliowirgy tnonth, the project was handed its third
stop work order over concern that the steel used indbestruction complied with Fijian
standards. The WG Friendship Plaza project was originally scheduled for completion in May
2019. In February 2020, The Fiji Times reported that for five months the newspaper had been
seeking an update on the constructioméline from various authorities without success
(Nagelevuki 2020)n September 2020, a project contractor confirmed to Fijivillage that the
project required another 18 months to reach conclugidanford 2020)In 2021, the project
received a series ofixed updates. While WG had signed a deal with Wyndham to host one of
the chain’s hotels in the building, the site
permitting issues. However, in June 2021, the investors received a permit to operate asla specia
approved business, only for a local resident to report a close miss with a falling cement block
from the construction site three months | ater

according to some people | spoke to, had impacted investor confidekgewith some
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guestioning whether it was worth the hassle. In this case reverse image engineering took on a
new meaning. Rather than an expression of how unfinished and failed projects have an impact
on host perception of a particular set of overseagstors, reverse image engineering is also
defined by the disconnection between a host

against the grounded realities of doing business there.

WG Friendship Plaza: Social Media and Interviews
Table 7.3Tone of Fijian Social Media Posts on the WG Friendship Plaza02019

Social media posts Freguency
Positive 1
Negative 16

Total 17

Table 7.4. Keywords of Fijian Social Media Posts on the WG Friendship P1a2é2@019

Keywords Frequency
Positive 1

Job creation 1

Negative 18

Not hiring locals 9

Eyesore 3
Construction issues 3
Corruption 1

Safety 2

Total 19

Social media posts and comments were overwhelmingly negative about the WG
Friendship Plaza with only one positive contribution describing how the project would create
jobs in Fiji (see Table 7.3). The negative posts largely reflected the concerns raséid in
reporting, such as safety, construction and hiring issues; however, social media users also
remarked on how the unfinished building was a continuing eyesore dominating the Suva
landscape given its size (see Table 7.4). Regarding the danger pussddo residents, one
Twitter user colorfully wrote:
know how but they should ve for the sake of

humans around this place. Friendly plazamb ut a n a s {VeeT2@2R)€Ehe lireng of ”
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Chinese workers proved to be the most frequen
claims on this topic ranged from how Chinese companies only hire Chinese labor to the
pointlessness of training Fijians in technical and vocational schools to théor@ace
restrictions on the import of Chinese labor.

In the interviews about the WG Friendship Plaza conducted for this paper, responses
weighedtowards the negative. Regarding why issues had arisen, the most popular reasons
stated were land disputesid construction quality. In reply to a question about how the
investors could have built trust among local people, lack of transparency and the hiring of Fijians
were often cited. Some felt information on the condition and overall progress of the
constructon were lacking. One individual noted disinterest in local sensibilities and possible
conflicts as another reason commenting “ ..they
posters written in Chinese Mandarin all over the construction sites as it lsegpision
amongst the public due to the high percentage
Furthermore, the sense of Fijian ownership over the project space was threatened. While
acknowledging a general sense of suspicion over any Clinitéated project in Fiji, the WG
Friendship Plaza was perceived as Chinese and not FijiaiTeOkeF i j i an t ol d me, *
know what’'s going on. I don't really underst a
there’s this bigfb®uva,ndpuitnltihenmitdéhew anyt
about the social and economic impacts of the WG Friendship Plaza construction, people
expressed some localized concerns, such as traffic congestion and the ugliness of the unfinished

building. Otherglaimed a larger impact on the Fijian economy with the hiring practices at the

site “"resulting in high employment with those
| aborers,” and the repatriation offjaprofits to
economy.

While | drew the above perspectives on the WG Friendship Plaza from Suva residents in
interviews and conversations, | also spoke at length with fenakeiFijians closely associated to
the project. Ema, in her early thirties, worked itoasultative capacity, and offered a
contrasting perspective to almost anything | had heard about the construction. Ema was quick to

dismiss concerns over materials and labor sourced from China adding that it was predominately
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specialists who had travelédr om Chi na as empl oyees; “These sp
build skyscrapers. This is something we’'ve ne
me. Ema was critical of how large construction projects operated to date in Fijiar@hitese
companies were different, “Before, we had to
how to do everything from designing the building to mixing the cement. | feel that the Chinese
are more focused on training us in the technology anits ske need. Australians are all about
building their own CV.” I n response to a ques
explained that a lot of exchanges happened through Google Translate. When | asked about the
efficacy of translation softwaiia transferring skills, she told me that the dedication of
employees helped to overcome these challenges.

| raised to Ema the social media commentary | had read about the WG Friendship Plaza
all egedly made by fell ow dmejwhodhese psycBds are?sai d, *
There’'s a | ot of professional jealousy out th
Chinese, we get a lot of attention. Government people come, check on everything, and then
check again. What aAnmnweag ivearegéttingitvdene, yiespitedlthe t i me
problems put in our way. I told them to hire
perception of the quality of the work, only t
in public and-ijian government sentiment toward the WG Friendship Plaza was born from a
hostility among |l ocal construction companies.
another WG employee | talked to about the construction. Malakai, a young, Chinakagpe
iTaukeFi j i an, described how, *“Everything was run
we started having legal issues. Those legal issues could have been avoided if the investors had
made smart decisi ons f i atienshypswith the cangrunity. Johey di d
when they came in with all these big plans, but tteegot giving back anything to the locals

because all the employees are Chinese. We have an unemployment problem in Fiji, and they

didn”t hire | dc ale.adlatc heersedt ddch anlodthea rever sa
added, “For a building |i ke the WG, you real/l
skill set for that building. However, they do
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d o tdod that. To avoid bad PR, they have programs for locals to learn the skills, and then they
get hired.”

Malakai earned a degree in China and, along with his qualification, fluency in Chinese.
Even though Fijian employees consider degrees from AustratidhodearodNew Zealand
universities as prestige, people with an ability to speak Mandarin found jobs in a new job market
opened by Chinese investment and presence. Often, Fijians with Chinese language fluency also

acted as cultural interpreters betweeni&in and Chinese employees, particularly in work

culture. “Bro, the way Chinese speak, the exp
the pitch of their voices, it's not well rece
good. | have to e | | the | ocal workers, hey, everything

are just some things that the Chinese managem

expected to start work at 6am and finish work at 10pm. So, the local staf techave tea

breaks, but my bosses tell me to tell them th
say, they are allowed tea breaks, it doesn’t
integrating with local laws. It's mostly an attite of t hi s i s how | did it
to do it in Fiji. That’s a real problem becau
a stop, that’'s when | ocals withdraw their sup

Silkroad Ark Hotel: Media
Table 7.5. Tone of Riji Media Articles on the Silkroad Ark Hotel, 20068

Media Articles Frequency
Positive 18
Negative 1

Neutral 1

Total 20
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Table 7.6. Keywords of Fijian Media Articles on the Silkroad Ark HoteR(ABL6

Keywords Frequency
Positive 18
Bilateral relations 2

Job creation 3
Investment opportunity 13
Negative- Neutral 6

Progress on construction 6

Negative 1
Community issues 1

Total 25

Fijian media reporting on the construction of the Silkroad Ark Hotel resulted in a
surprising number of articles positive in tone (see Table 7.5). State friendly media, such as FBC

and the Fiji Sun, dominated reporting; however, digital outlet Fijivélagel F i | | s ol dest
newspaper still in operation The Fiji Times also contributed positive writing on the project. The
most intriguing aspect of reporting on the proposed hotel is that it drops off completely at the
end of 2018 after a Fiji Sun article tittedHo t e | Devel opment On Hol d, D
Chinese Devel oper Th gdvula 2018)Fkho thid tiche fBreagdithere i§ hi s Y e
no further reporting and the investment appears to have failed around early 2019. The lack of
commentary on the failure is curious. Nevertheless, in my visits to the construction site in July
2017 and 2018, the investment apped stalled with no discernable construction machinery,
materials, or personnel at the location, only signage in English and Chinese illustrating the
prospect of an extensive tourism facility. Given these indications that the investment was
struggling, thdack of negative reporting in 2017 and 2018 is a further curiosity.
Table 7.6 offers a keyword analysis of positive, negative, and neutral reporting. Of the
total 25 keywords recorded, there is a clear tendency toward the positive with 18 positive
keywods and seven negative/neutral keywords. Positive keywords show how the Silkroad Ark
Hotel was framed similarly as the WG Friendship Plaza; that is, as an investment that would
improve bilateral relations, encourage more Chinese interest in Fiji, andgFoy#hs with jobs.
Unsurprisingly, at the groundbreaking ceremony in August 2016, Fijian and Chinese

officials expressed their enthusiasm for the project. In a speech delivered at the event, Minister
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for Industry, Trade and Tourism, Faiyaz Siddiq knyaed, “t hi s project ref/l
confidence in our national economy,”™ adding,
Investment Company Limited has a humber of plans in the pipeline to contribute to the
development of Komave Village througe treation of employment and new sources of
i n c o(hMighd 2016)Recognizing a pattern of failed Chinese ventures, the Fiji Sun article on the
groundbreaking wrote there was “much opti mism
the ceremony were then Chinese Ambassador Zhang Ping and Silkroglés&ntatives,
including company president Li Junjin, who commented on the cordial and beneficial links
between Chinese private investment and the Chinese and Fijian states.

Except for a video produced by Chinese state media, Fijian media does nbbrethar
Silkroad Ark Hotel development for another ten months after the groundbreaking ceremony.
From thereon, reporting on the project focuses on progress updates with quotes from Li Junjin
on the reason for construction delays, which include a disptgetbe foreshore lease, as well

as an announcement of scholarship money to send a Fijian student to China. The final mention of

Li and the project in a December 6, 2018 repo
comments from Mr Li, SunBizwas advisddlat he was i n AugqMuleal i a on
2018)

Silkroad Ark Hotel: Social Media and Interviews
Table 77. Tone of Fijian Social Media Posts on the Silkroad Ark Hotel, 2018

Social media posts Freguency
Positive 0
Negative 12

Total 12
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Table 7.8. Keywords of Fijian Social Media Posts on the Silkroad Ark Hotel, 2018

Keywords Frequency
Positive 0

Job creation 0
Negative 12

Not hiring locals 2
“Chinese takeover o014

Critical of the Fijian government 5
Environmental issues 1

Safety 2

Total 12

Social media posts and comments collected for this paper were all negative about
Silkroad Ark Hotel development (see Table 7.7). The negative commentary focused on familiar
themes of hiring practices and feareo\Chinese influence in Fiji. The posts also introduced new
topic areas, such atamageto the environment and the responsibilities of the Fijian government
in managing private Chinese investment (see Table 7.8). A Twitter post combined environmental
conce ns about construction on the reef with the
the climate c¢crisis writing, “Bull shitieb! Yet t
acres of pristine coastline & foreshore in Komave, Coral Coast to be leas€thibgse investor.
The Wyndham Silkroad Ark Hotel will construct tsuoe the reef & foreshore? Cop23
commitment? Ridiculous!! "( Hai vahewa 2018)

| visited the construction site in 2017, 2018, 2020, 2021 and spoke tblstadss
ownersand residents about the project. Lobailsiness ownerexpressed large doses of
skepticism about the investors. At Skktoaddks, t h
Fiji Hotel” connecting it to the Wyndham chai
me, “You might need to check the spelling of
expressed frustration and resignation at the delayse@sfly the loss of potential income and
employment. Overall, the consensus among people | spoke to in the Komave area is that the
investment failed because of a disagreement between landowners and investors on construction
of bures on the reef. In Suvahen | asked a Fiji Chinese about the BRI label and diplomatic

endorsement for the project, he complained about the way in which investors convinced the
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Chinese Embassy to support projects because of a perceived benefit to Fiji and bilateral

r el at i momshe mdinlandnh know them and the tricks they play on diplomats to get
support for projects. I warn the old Chinese.
Embassy needs the old Chinese because they can help with relations in Fiji wbgrvitogqg.

Someti mes when the community doesn’t give sup
directly.”

The problems besetting the project led to many expressions of general unhappiness over
Chinese investment in Fiji. Chinese investors and in sases €hinese people were viewed as
opportunistic, engaged in illegal activities,
One person told me Chinese presence in Fij.i [

Furthermore, while Chinese ecanix activity was perceived as increasing Fijian external debt,

anotherper son commented, “ Most of the hatred ai me
Western propaganda, especially from Australia
thatist oat ed by many western nations that is fue
proposed the Chinese population in Fiji shoul

7.3 Constructing Buildings, Building Constructions

There is a pattern of negativity toward the WG Friendship Plaza and the Silkroad Ark
Hotel in Fijian civil society. While the Fijian media demonstrates a mix of optimism and criticism
about these projects, other civil society views, represented in soedihroommentary and
interviews, are predominately critical. These views tend to link negative impressions of the two
construction projects with a generally unfavorable view of Chinese presence. The link between
project specific and broader opinions apptarelate to the failed and unfinished status of the
constructions. In one interview, a new Fiji Chinese, familiar with the investment environment,
expressed to me how, “Fiji has split into two
One is theggovernment headed by Investment Fiji, which is eager to attract investors from China,
the other is Fijian people, which believes Chinese investors cannot handle the conflicts and
contradictions with Fijians in the development process. This even incljid&isifése

enterprises, even though they are two differe
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also possible, that completed and successful projects could generate a positive view. Some of

this positivity | related in Chapter 5, in reference¢he completion of the NabouwalDreketi

road on Vanua Levu. One engineer, employed in Fiji by a Chinesevataid enterprise said to

me, “Once the WG is finished, people will get
highlights how percepins change between unfinished and completed buildings. That is, during
construction, conspicuous projects, like the WG Friendship Plaza, are more likely to face
contestation and negativity. Finished constructions demonstrate accomplishment and a finality

that cannot be undone. In acceptance, time is a factor.

This broader unhappiness with Chinese presence was directed toward new Fiji Chinese,
even though investors in projects such as the WG Friendship Plaza have no intention of staying in
Fiji. Typical vigs included the following fromone Inéfoi j i an academic, “’ ol d’
contributed in numerous ways to Fiji. These include in business, the professions, in education,
medicine, and through various clubs and societies as well as in politics. Holesperception

towards the new Chinesevastly different and there is particular concern at the apparent

influence that China and new business interests have on the government. So, there are tensions

within civil s eadabkhdekijan AemahkedwhifTkhe ol d Chi
integrated into Fijian society and culture, a
much of an effort to integrate, maybe it’s be
ostentatious displayfo weal t h, fl ashing money about. Ther
people |Iike this.” Such opinions demonstrate

communities of Fiji Chinese, yet not between short term investors and kergesettlers, and

then m&ing judgments on perceived loyalty, intent, and integration that mesh the two. In
addition, the space of civil society is further complicated by some broader positivity expressed by
iTaukefijians and Ind&ijians toward all Chinese entrepreneurs, as agesuggestions on how

new Chinese presence could be better directed. Fijians elevated values such as productivity and
lack of interest in domestic politics among new Fiji Chinese. Several people expressed an
admiration for Chinese investor ambitions aadnmitment to Fiji through large constructions;

however, others mentioned that Chinese presence was too urban. If expertise could be
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channeled toward the transfer of agricultural skills, this would remove the stigmas of enclaving
and signal a more meaningfassistance to Fiji than the construction of tall buildings.

The positive media reporting on the two cases presented in this chapter tends to reflect
the anticipatory aspects of overseas investment, such as cordiatatstiate relations, possible
income generation, and new jobs; in sum, what C
These narratives are not only promoted by investors, but also by politicians and diplomats from
Fiji and China. Grounded civil society responses to these messages oftbopentradict
these discourses. Iterative themes in civil society criticism are the hiring and procurement
procedures of Chinese companies, resulting in the perception that the promised employment
opportunities were notgieaffuzedesi i Ovieemal Wor
civil society is skeptical that Chinese investment will result in local scale economic and social
benefits. The failed and unfinished status of these two projects is likely to draw these sentiments
more to the suface.

Fijian government contraver the Fijian mediavas important in public conversation on
BRI linked construction projects, as responsibility for management of overseas investment rests
with Fijian state officials. Some of the negative views exprésskd preceding paragraphs may
originate in wider dissatisfaction with the FijiFirst administration of Prime Minister Bainimarama,
seen as having cozy relations with China. Fij
China in the media, whethéor donations or support during the sanctions period, as well as the
publication of Belt and Road hagiograpH{ieslei 2019; Veramu 2021hay aggravate such
positions Nevertheless, as noted, the FijiFirst administration moved to increase state control
over the media and by extension how the two projects under rewiene depicted through
print, broadcast, and digital outlets. In the case of the WG Friendship Plez&stheclear shift
from positive to negative reporting in 2018, particularly in the state friendly platforms the Fiji
Sun and FBC, which has previously talked up the prospects of the construction. The shift could
indicate a possible entanglement of twpdfi government strategies. The first is to appear
responsive to concerns raised in civil society discourse, and the second is to shift culpability to
the investors to deflect unhappiness with the administration. That the construction is privately

funded & expedient as the Chinese state is not brought into the embarrassment of an unsightly,
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towering, and unfinished building site located in the heart of Suva. Despite the early
endorsements from the Chinese and Fijian states, both entities have builmcthst
strategies. The approach in the case of the Silkroad Ark Hotel has been to drop the matter
entirely as reporting completely stopped with no announcement from investor or the state
about i1ts failure | eavi ng togaythasinvestménssidandtow hi s
always meet with success, it is equally true to say that lack of transparency over failed
investments only generates suspicion, especially when private and state interests become
intertwined.

The entanglement of private aisthte interests represented in these two incomplete
projects should concern Chinese diplomats in Suva. The primary reason, in these failed or failing
contexts, is that for reasons mostly outside
questonsabout the Chinese state’s growing presenc
diplomats have joined an interest in promoting bilateral relations with Chinese projects that are
privately funded; however, when problems arise, negative views tenatkasta general
impression of the Chinese state. The suspicion is only exacerbated whdraSetvaiplomats
deny a previous endorsement of a privately funded construction, as noted in the case of the WG
Friendship Plaza. The same process of distanceGtonese investors when issues come to the
surface was also in evidence when the Freesoul resort development on Malolo Island
contravened environmental regulations. In reply to critical reporting on Freesoul, the Chinese
embassy “cautioaetdol| lmneatcarref ulani meletwviraoin! | ng F
Staff 2019) Given the opinions expressed in the civil society commentary presented in this
paper, diplomats and investors from China should increase transparency to remove suspicions
about opportunism, exclusionary hiring practices, and delayed progress. Thersituathe
hiring of Fijian workers may not be as dire as some of Fijian civil society perceives; however,
communication of this is in its infancy. China Railway First Group Limited, part of the China
Railway Group, a private entity whose major sharehodditre stateowned, and stock exchange
listed China Railway Engineering Corporation, has recently discussed in the Fijian media how the

majority of its employees are Fijiagidanuga 2020)
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There are also indications that the Chinese state is shiftingpgteach to image
engineering from solely infrastructure to one of smsallle project funding by providing media
and law enforcement professional training to offering scholarships to study at Chinese
universities to funding sports facilities, such as yb## courts. The strategy and message
appear to be incorporating more grounded and human investments. dheé I® pandemic also
played a role in these practices with an effort to supply Pacific Island states, including Fiji as a
logistics hub, with persoa | protective equipment (PPE). Xi N
Road” is a new expression in China’s Belt and
narrativeproduction, appeared to be downplaying infrastructure projects during danelgmic.
Nevertheless, the impact ob@d-19 on Fiji investmentsason the one hand material and on
the other discursive. The tangible impact was that Chinese construction material and labor could
not easily access worksites, which complicated the cdroplef the WG Friendship Plaza.
Indeed, the pandemic forced investors to think about local procurement of labor and material.
The discursive impact centers on how the pandemic provided cover for delayed projects. The
import of Chinese laborers to PapuaiN@uinea and Solomon Islands to work in mining and

construction during lockdown was met with resistance in those states.

7.4 A Suspended Present and a Nostalgic Future

China’s economic engagement in Fiji clear!/|
However the notion proposed in some geopolitical and geoeconomic discourse that Chinese
presence is a ongay process stemming from Beijing of unopposed influence appears alarmist
and robs people in Fiji of their agency. It is not revelatory to say these poeessmmplex.
Yet, the evidence indicates that Fijians are asserting an everyday geoeconomics of civil society
discourse that has a direct impact on the designs of the Fijian and Chinese states. In other words,
voice has created a degree of change, whethis in a modification of how the Fijian state
depicts an investment project through proxy media outlets, or how the Chinese state is moving
BRI labelled projects toward the grounded scale from visually impactful constructions.

This chapter presentsyerse image engineering as a complementary process to the

concept of image engineering. Reverse image engineering occurs when infrastructures spend
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prolonged periods in an unfinished state or simply fail. The aspirations once invested in them are
nowthemf i I  ed promise of a “nostalgic future” (

of a suspended present” (the WG Friendship P
has affective impacts. As the findings illustrate these have taken ativeefiprms. While not
surprising, these grounded views should be taken into consideration next to the positive
emotions invoked from successful projects. Investment, undertaken wherever and by
whomever, does not always succeedriasons ranginffom badluck to bad management. |
argue that in the political and economic context of Chinese interventions overseas, especially in
states where former colonial powers have held influence, there is a greater scrutiny. The Chinese
state may not be overly concernabout image in Fiji given the breadth of its global
engagement, but Fijians, and states such as Australia and the United States, for varied reasons,
certainly pay attention for instrumental purposes.

An additional layer of complexity is the role of tteges Chinese private investments and
Fijian civil society have become entangled with Chinese and Fijian state interests. From the
Chinese perspectiyéhe labeling of these two constructions as Belt and Road has complicated,
or reversed, chBdiijoinngfs tchoemmuniti ati ve as the *
and Road works on a project-project basis, rather than as some cohesive whole, haphazard
branding of projects as BRI can have damaging effects. There is a synergy between Fijian state
and civil society regarding assessments of Chinese investment projects, as in the case of the WG
Friendship Plaza, at times civil society leads state discontent, and in other cases, the reverse is
true. In either case, a form of everyday geoeconomics ioaegs. Furthermore, the tensions
between multigenerational Fiji Chinese, new Fiji Chinese, andtshorinvestors about the
impact unfinished and failed projects have on a haod respect within the Fijian Islands is
another important area of consideran. In brief, there are numerous identifications among
Fijian Chinese and avoiding homogenization of interests is critical.

In this chapter | demonstrateow buildings and people become emmeshed through
construction processes. It is mmlythrough physical labor and project tasks, but also through
affective means. Anticipation, excitement, hope, anxiety, anger, and disillusionment can run

through people who interact with developments whether as a site manager or a casual passerby.
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Furthermae, constructions are not jusboutimageprojection Image denotes a surface

identity communicated from the messenger to the receiver. Buildings have the capacity to be
definingstructuresin terms of spatial and personal identity. Cities, towns, alagj@8 become
connected with specific buildings, which in
identifications with place. Ese displays of everyday geoeconomiegprocesse£hinese state
officials and private investors should place atftrefront when initiating distinguishing
infrastructures across the globe through the Belt and Road. The WG Friendship Plaza dominates
the built Suva landscape. Its presence will inevitably lead to strong views about its unfinished

status and China becauthe building is in a site of Fijian identification.
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CHAPTE® CONCLUSION: ENCOUNTERS IN CHANGE

EncountersQingming, also known as Tot@tveeping Day is an occasion for Fiji Chinese
in Suva to gather. People assemble in their cars at the Tamavua Bridge and then visit
three cemeteries where family and friends are buried. At each locétiom, such as

roast pak, chicken, bowls of rice, and apples, as well as tea and alcohol are made as

of feri ngs. )brifakegapbmaooey, (clothes, and incense are burned. People

say prayers and visit graves. The atmosphere is solemn, formulaic, and social all at once. |
was invited by the organizers, the Chinese Association of Fiji, to join in and meet Fiji

Chinese. There are a rangiepeople; women, men, children, multigenerational Fiji

Chinese families, some withaukeiand IndeFijian parents and grandparents, newer

community members, Cantonese speakers, Mandarin speakers, people who speak

neither of these languages and only Esfglformer diplomats, academics, Fijian

government officials, private business owners of all sizes, corporate employees, and

Fijian government officials. Some tell me they are rediscovering their Chinese heritage,

others let me know they have worked haodassimilate into Fiji. Another tells me that so

many Fiji Chinese have moved to AustrédldearodNew Zeal and, and Cana
obviously a snapshot of a diverse group of people. Later that same day, in the evening,

|l > m over at a & DamedardCityshoppmg nsah. Myfeeadis at h
businessowner and came to Fiji from China’
friends are hanging out on couches and drinking beers in the living room, the language is
Mandarin, and we are watching a recaddelent show from China on TV. The house is

threest ory and expensively furnished. My frie
China, buher classes are now entirely virtlcause othe Covid-19 pandemicina

day, | encountere#iji Chinesexperiences liveth transnationalisnandchange.

8.1 TheFormationof Everyday Geoeconomics
The contrast in lives illustrated above is to show how the Fiji Chinese community is

changing. It is not so much about change from multigenerational families to new settlers and
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more about how the nature of transnationalism is changing among Fiji ChirteEgians
through everyday expression such as getting together to observe a cultural practice, to watch TV,
and, as this work outlines, to encounter others through entrepreneurship. Among many Fiji
Chinese, | encounteredraamingtransnationalism, somé grounded in the Pacific, as
generations of Fiji Chinese have found their
grounded in China, as people maintain connections through commerce and culture. The
everyday geoeconomics of encounters is rdatethis transnationalism, and influenced by state
initiatives, such as the Belt and Road. While the Belt and Road forms an important part of the
contemporary history of Chinese peoples’ shif
and the sta¢ is to tell only part of the story of a longer arc of change. If anything, as many Fiji
Chinese will tell yodipr centuriesthe lives of Chinese people in Fiji have been intimately
interwoven with those in the Pacific. As the editors of a 2021 edifidtredade in China
journal write, we should be looking for the archaeologies of the Belt and Road Initiative, of a
“deep time” related to China and(ZGbngnese peop
Franceschini, and Loubere 2021) Anot her component to the “Enco
beginning of this chapter is to highlighth at t hi s wor k captures pi ece:
pieces are the essence of teeerydaycharacterized asvolving, spontaneous, movirand
elements of something larger. In other words, this mobility is antithetical to the idea of
deliberatestasis whether a state grand strategy for hegemony, or a personal plan. The everyday
in the context of tis dissertation emphasizehange particulary adaptation to change over
time. As | personally found out with the resear
and newstrategic choices are necessaryis is obvious, but it requires restating, the same
appliesto the anticipatory geographies powerful states, the Belt and Road included. People
from all kinds of perspectives will adapt and change plans whether on an Excel spreadsheet or in
a government policy document.

| define “"everyday geoeconomi omsstatea®rst he st

to achieve norstate goals within stated and transnational economic initiatives. Further,

developed he concept of e in eantyast @ Yhe gramdseategieso mi ¢ s

suggested in the writings of geoeconomics practitioners, to expiairvast undertakings, such
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as the Belt and Road, are not magical bluepviitts predetermined outcomesThey aralso
grounded and as a result, tlyeare messyGeoeconomics includes the everydegause thee
vast undertakingsvolve peopleThe forces that propeajlobal changare not only statedriven,
butalsor o ot e d iown graegipde@sondhis elevation dhe grounded in my work is
to also (re)consider the coalescence of work
space that for somstatespersons, academics, amblysth as become a signifi e
i nfl uence, ” oratrevdisimore abeut idleblogieahstagtiéan ¢omditionsas
experiencedn Pacific Island states. A groundederydaygeoeconomicspproach purposefully
complicates what | see Aawkish rhetoric packaged ggounded reality The intentions of the
Chineg statehave becomeonflated withthe presenceof Chinese peoples in the Pacifitus
work is a statement against suchims. Bytaking these stancesplace myself within the
agency narratives about the increasing preserice@Chinese state, companies, and peoples in
Oceania; however stressthat we must also highlight the agency of Chinesestate actors to
shape their lives outside of state schem@seimplicationof thisposition is that a globalizing
Chinadoes not mean aorld harmonized by Chinese interests. Actioosn the local to the
regional are assessing the opportunities and thre&esrising China and making decisions based
on those interests.

Inthe coming Bstface on methods, | wte about the relationship between my
positiorality and training and the choices of which perceptions to foreground in this work. The
four core chapters, 4, 5, 6, and 7, examine the state, the private sector, and civil society when
discussing the China and Fiji conversation about the Belt and Road. This sectoral approach has
limitations in that it presents clean divisions between them; in keeping with the fluidity of
everyday geoeconomics, | have describedethgagementbetweensectors, especially ithe
blurred lines betweeprivate and state capitaln Chapter 4,focused on theentanglements of
the Chinese and Fijian states. Most importantly, the chapter finds states, through anticipatory
geographies, have enlisted peopled interactions to justify broader political and economic
processes. Whether that iIs Chioaéschapgembnpico
bid to mute Australian influence, twr diversfy economic partners, a state version of everyday

geoeconomics is deployed to manage change. As | argue, the convergence between Chinese and
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Fijian state narratives on the Belt and Rpatliralize the intervention and present continuity to
the people of Fiji from policies, such as Look Northiftaenal and externgberceptiors of this
processareimportant. A domestic audienc@ay see it as an exercise of poweljle externdy,
particularlyamongtraditional powersthese new partnershipsause strategic anxiety
Nevertheless, it is a definalicticon how creatdo opportunity within great power
competition.

In Chapter 5, argued thatChinese state linked companies in Fiji operate under their own
logics of geoeconomics and exist in the shifting interstices of state and private capital, as well as
the spaces between the Chinese state, the Fijian state, and Fijian society. Drivetelyltbyia
market forces, Chinese state linked companies express their interests for profit through a
diplomacy that manages all these actors. These manifest in the everyday activities of business in
procuring contracts from the Chinese and Fijian statesagiag the party and state hierarchy in
China, dealing with the corporate and regulatory environment in Fiji, and understanding how to
manage labor relations. Regarding the latter, Chinese-ktdkisd companies, on occasion,
demonstrate a developmentalistitlook towards Fijians that illustrate one of the frontlines of
the entrepreneurial encounter in Fiji.

Inmy discussion afew Fiji Chines@Chapter §, |examinesuspicion of the Chinese state
among Fijians, including Fiji Chinegleichcomplicateghe Belt and Road enterpris®nthe
ground the Belt and Road is not universally rejectedamepted butonsidered orits merits for
personal and community advantagdeirther, the composition of Fiji Chinese is transforming.
While the Belt and Road liaitive and the related China Dream predominately views spaces in
terms of economic opportunity, new migrants and established communities do not always see it
the same way. While multigenerational Fiji Chinese have a strong stake in Fiji beyond the
commercal built over years of presence, some new Fiji Chinese also see spagstitat meet
their personalalues beyondeconomic opportunityFor example, new Fiji Chinediscussed
el udi ng <Hild poliay tdawa larger familyor adventurein unfamiliar placesor
escaping the rat race in Beijing and Shanghdinding clean air in the Pacific as drivers for
movement.These rationalewere quality of lifevaluesthat were notexpresseanonetaiily.

Transnationality changes peojaled reexamines connectedness and disconnectedness to other
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people andaffinities toplace. If anything, this transnationality is creating globalized individuals,
rather than agents of Chinese state influencather terms, thesearenot statedisciplinel
people

In an examination of theerceptions of unfinished and failed Belt and Road
infrastructure(Chapter 7, I revealed how Chi na’ &xperienoed o mi C
local pushback argue against the notion that Chinese preseis an unquestioned omveay
process. Fijians are asserting an everyday geoeconomics of civil society discourse that has a
direct impact on the designs of the Fijian and Chinese states. In other words, voice has created a
degree of change, whether it is& modification of how the Fijian state depicts an investment
project through proxy media outlets, or how the Chinese state is moving BRI labelled projects
toward the grounded scale from visually impactful constructionsum the examination of
localizd contestationscomplicategrand strategy narratives, particularly when it comes to

analyses thaharmonizeschemes such as the Belt and Raiiative

8.2 The Applications of Everyday Geoeconomics

9SNERF2 3S2S02y2YA04X
XF3d RSOSYGSNAy3a Fylrtaarao

In joining a body of work that examines Chinese state, company, and peopled
interventions from a grounded perspective, everyday geoeconomics offers a conceptual and
methodological tool to think about Chee globalism differently. By differently, | do not mean to
adopt a new position, but to have analytical perspectives we can we look toward that takes us
away from the dominant views of others. The insertion of competitive power politics into
Oceania, reflets more broadly how we are supposed to feel about China, the United States, and
change. Those perspectives reflect interests that are not always our own. In the context of this
wor k, |l have | ooked at one as pd&oadlnitafive.Chi na’ s
However, there are multiple global engagements from technological innovation to the nature of
governance to understand. Grounded and peopled accounts decenter the privileged accounts of
China, China in Oceania, geoeconomics, and thergeRaadin effect,breaking down binary

imagesand narrative®f Chinese peoplé&urthermore, m Fiji, the ways in which companies
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leverage the BRI taring inincreasedChinese statengagemento the ways in whickiji

Chinese look toward the BRI as@ams tobolsteringt he c ommun i tpgsiticmtothe | ner ahb
ways in which Fijian civil society has raised critical questions thiegotesence of the Chinese
statedemonstrate norstate agency over the Belt and RoAd.method and concept, everyday
geoeconomics presents tlikverse waysf approaching Chinese globalishhe implications of

this approach are tthink beyond states and how people make sense and stfeeges in the

global political economy.

XFd OSYyGSNay3a r3Syodeo

In Chapter 4, | explain that power politics has reemerged in Oceania, which has opened
opportunities for Pacific peoples, as well as reopened traumas. If Oceania has a greater choice of
partners, it also faces the prospect of militarizatimeiudingnuclear militarization, as a
dangerous expression of power politics. This
amongst this activity. While state officials express gratitude taG@hirfunding and
constructing key infrastructure sites, a high degree of the discourse centers on tangible benefits
to Fiji, particularly employment opportunities and connectivity, as well-ealsal national
“victories” del i vistnaterdthrdugh enghgemeft with iCliina."#ite, oa d mi n
the one hand, this is arguably political party grandstanding, on the other hand, it also
communicates how government balancing between external powers has delivered the highly
visible infrastructures of enomic development and, to a degree, geliance. In other words,
besides its core role in the processes of decolonization, Pacific agency also works as an economic
pull factor in the current geopolitical climate. Further, this work reveals a paralelgsrof self
reliance in Fijian civil society narratives, particularly in the role Chinese companies play in Fiji.
Many of these grounded views cluster around o
infrastructures of e c on ovebecomeasiteeol conpeshanmmong” me n't
civil society commentators seeking to shape the forces of agency and external powers. Papua
New Guinean philosopher Bernard Narokobi conveyed the individual and communal
sovereignties afforded” i Marrombolaici mrgopg Mee dana sl

that would cast off the bondage of colonialism and free Melanesians from the conditioning of
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dominant externalities. As such, Narok@d®83, 45) writes the Melanesian Way is a reassertion

of identity, “We can choose to ape the West a
our philosophy, ourlifs t yl es and our whol e berelianges. ” Furt he
movement is intrinsictoMea ne si a: “ We -rebahce asrif it waa $oke goeit s e |l f

political ideology we have to learn from China or Tanzania. But in fact, the spirirelizete
has al ways b e(dManokobid983 &4l rasrexpressian’of agency centers
Indigenougpeoples, and as | discovered, talk emanatiogpfWashington, Canberra and
elsewhere about a China threat have accrued only passing interest in the region given the

existential threat of rising sea levels and the preference to keep power politics out of the region.

XF& NBFraaSaaiay3a LN OiGAOSaod

Everyds geoeconomics looks to longer processes. In this work, | stress the need to
reevaluate the Belt and Road Initiative from within the historical movement of Chinese peoples
to Fiji and Oceania. These extended snapshots on the one hand demonstrate thedl peabl
commercial exchanges existed before the Belt and Road, and on the other hand that interactions
evolve with political and economic conditions. As this work has illustrated, there is an urgency to
complicate a narrati v e toglobalpoldnztiolCdnd amalareiig i n Oc
rise in antiChinese rhetoric. Besides the wide range of entities and interests that operate under
the “Chinese” | abel, people with Chinese heri
theirhomeforneay 200 years. The Belt and Road’s arri
The postl999 Go Out policy encouraging Chinese companies and individualksstooverseas
initiated a new phase in relations given increased opportunities for aid, trade)aiility.
However, this current engagement between China and Pacific Island governments and peoples
fits in to a longer arc that has seen staged migrations traceable to the 19th century of Chinese
traders, indentured workers and political refugees seftimthe Pacific Islands. The value of
incorporating these longer processes is to find more ways to look at the strategic anxieties
present in threat and agency discourses. If some observers are concerned about the
normalization of Chinese presence in flatsland states, it would it is important to consider

that Chinese presence in Pacific Island states is already normal and has been for many years.
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Grand strategy analyses of the Belt and Rumadogenizewhich gives the Chinese state a

coherence it doenot have.

X & -tdnkhgynSethod.

One of the original intentions in developiengerydaygeoeconomics was to demonstrate
how qualitative methods, including interviews, across a range of actors could be incorporated
into geoeconomics analysis. The domo®of empowered scripts has been thoroughly critiqued
in critical geopolitics, a concept that has evolved to the point where we can taitioat critical
geopolitics As research conditions changed under tbheic€19 pandemic, so did the rationale
for methods ofeverydaygeoeconomics. The point about challenging the (re)turn to dominant
narratives remains; however, with the fluidity of the everyday, methods too must become
adaptable. The decision to cross and resrine boundary of social texts, such as interviews, and
printed texts, as well as the lines between physical and cyber spaces, was a strategic decision.
This decision was not only based on utility during a research slowdown, but also on how best to
capture the wide range of everyday decision making in relation to an enterprise as vast as the
Belt and Road Initiative. Further, internal spaces became sites to engage with position and my

own decision making as to what to research and how to present it.

8.3 The Significance of Everyday Geoeconomics

This work is a conceptual and a methodological intervention into geoeconomics, the Belt
and Road, and Fuailer, ona of mynkey@lgjeetavas was to’'thange the way we
think about China and Hijly gong beyondhe grand strategiesf externalstatesand how states
in Oceania exert agency withhmt competition | wanted to return to human agency in &ijd
the strategic choices people make within global chaHgeever, in a long work so heavily
focused on the everyday, what is its everyday importance? In other words, in all the media,
scholarly, activist, commercial, and official noise about a rising China, a changing world, how to
express a general truth about this research? The question is afsea pn a way that is
intended to challenge PhD Candidates to plant a flag in a discipline; for me, that is a personal

motivation in a collective endeavdn. other wordsresearch is rarely done in complete isolation
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so its benefits should not bienited to professional advancemehtowever, one colleague asked
me to think about the question differently, how can this work empower? As | have made clear,
the process of political, economic, and social change that is China is a process in whichawe have
say. At a time when agency is under threat from authoritarians, either in training or those who
are perfecting the art, the role of people needs to be reemphasized.

| chose todevelopgeoeconomics as a concept becaiise ripe for critique. The
dominantscholarship in geoeconomics reflectg sense of a socidtift toward
power/knowledge whereour liveshave become&ommodifiedand directed by forces that
appearbeyond our controlThose forces could be stateffering transnationaschemes of
economic prosperity, or a submission to data harvestingommercial purposest a
conference in Vanuatu, after presenting work expressing my skepticism about the utility of grand
strategies to think about the renewed presence of Chineselpeopmpanies and the state in
Oceania, a fellow panelist told me, “There’s
States will strategize and we must criticared challeng@. The issue about strategy is who is
doing the strategizing and in whosgerests. As | have pointed out here, states have become
wi se, ensuring these strategies contain a com
discourses, capturing our ordinary interactions; however, other agents, from companies to civil
sociely are also improvising everyday strategies to assert their interests, whether as migrants or
as a person watching a-86ory office building going up in their neighborhood.

Through this challenge to the practitionerscohventionalgeoeconomicsl alsoclaim
that geoeconomicsanbe enlistedascoverfor state policiesincludinghe hegemonic ambitions

of benevol ent author it ar iHawesef, thrbuglopnopoditags hi ngt o
everyday geoeconomics, ldonotintand cr eat e aun“tp € o polre’as “apcocpou | i ¢
that mightbe located on an ideological spectrum, but to cregbeapledaccount that

acknowledgsthe different ways in which the Belt and Road has evolved through its

entrepreneurial encounters and has taken on a life of its own. To press the point, as scholars, we
must include people in the processtivafbidfbi scuss
hegemony, or for China to declare it is a global power by 2050, that makes it a big change, and

we need to know more than just how Xi Jinping and the Politburo, or the US President and the
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Pentagon feel about it, otherwise we limit the rarg®ur own understanding. So, if people

should be heard and have a role in global change, who gets listened to and by whom? Within the
framework of everyday geoeconomics, some voiceisdtemed to morghan others. Systemic
inequities of power have embded these structures into societies. Therefore, listening and

change is not just the responsibility of the state or the private sector, but all power holders. The
debates in Fiji about the presence of Chinese people, companies, and the state under the Bel
and Road Initiative have a regional resonance at best; however, the processes in operation are
much broader. The sites of interpretation, negotiation, and conflict | have described in this work

are being enacted wherever a globalizing China has annodue

Encounters Ther el’us Ylisnigdeal,i ,and me. We’ ' re at | sil
suburbs. His home has an orderly garden and shelves overflowing with papers and books.
Isikeli sets a plastic tablecloth over his dining table. We eatgmezatisserie chicken as

we chat . Whken I seelalCkinese gl see Yingli. That's how | feel about Chinese
peopl e. Il was born in a family that intera

brother. He attended my wedding. lgotohisfamiynct i ons. He’' s a Fi|j
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Figure 91: Author with members of the Fiji Chinese community at Qingming. Photo by author, 2021.
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Figure 9.2The authowith new Fiji Chinese in Nadi. Photo by author. 2021.
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POSTFACHHE EVERYDAY IN LOCKDOWN: METHODS IN PHYSICAL AND CYBER SPACES

(Dis)Encounters I n a pandemic, there’s an obvious
that relies on observing grounded interactions and talking to peopledaaee. In

January 2020, | set out for Suva with a detailed plan for ten months of meeting with this
personand of going to that place. My timeline, neatly arranged on an Excel spreadsheet,
was ambitious, but doable. By March 2020, at the request of my funders, | was back in
Ka' 0, H a wsheltering in placgifhe spread of @id-19 across the globe in

2020 brought into sharp focus priorities that went far beyond completing the necessary
research for writing a PhD thesis. Like most of us, | had no idea of what would happen
next, and for how long that uncertainty would last. As those people who weredtetu
enough transitioned to work and personal life online, so the possibility of research in
cyberspace arose. In April 2020, a crowdsourced document on conducting qualitative
research with a laptop and internet connection dropped into my inbox. | readghrit

with mixed feelings, still attached to the Excel spreadsheet. Finally, | decided that in

person interactions were critical to this research project and the whole endeavor would

have to remain on pause until | could get back to Fiji.

Physical andy®er Spaces

This short chapter sets out to explain a couple of aspects about conducting qualitative
research during the Covil® pandemic: what | learned as a researcher during an unprecedented
time of lockdown, and how those insights become useful kdwigrk in the future. Distanced
fieldwork has arrived, and this requires a process of critical assessment. If everyday
geoeconomics is to make a case to reverse the slide toward empowered knowledge, the
encounter with digital and other novel methods mustrbade clear.

My original research proposal, presented in September 2018, set out a range of in person
methods, such as sessiructured interviews, unstructured interviews, which | learned are also

called “conversations, ”i piamdgiicmpwaittoh-yaotbisei tvia:

participatory observation&lifford, French, and Valentine 2010; DelLyser et al. 2010; Gomez and
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Jones 2010) deliberately add some alternative descriptions to these methods to highlight how
terminology distances researchers from ordinary interactions with other people. | found that as
researcher instead of talking to someone, | was conducting an unstrdcetiaegview.

| visited Fiji four times, spending a total of eight months mostly in Suva, but also traveling
to all administrative divisions in the countr
people, seeing places, and securing project stfpom the University of the South Pacific. In
2020, after a prolonged permitting process, | began a Fulbright U.S. Student Program grant, and
as described above, returned to Hawai i not |
return to Fij. At the time, Fiji wasd®id-19 contained. After a short outbreak of the disease in
Lautoka in April 2020, the country did not record a single community case until April 2021. |
spent two weeks in hotel quarantine and emerged into a society compldfeledt from the
one | had Il eft in Hawai ' i. Even though the go
not sociallydistancing, not wearing masks, and not sanitizing their hands. It wagpanatemic
world.

| went back to my research proposal, glatbecable to resume my work. Just like my
trips in 2017, 2018, and 2020, | conducted in person interviews and observations. | arranged a
packed schedule, mostly based on the notion that | would be back home in July 2021. At the end
of April 2021, the outbrak of the highly contagious Delta variant in the west of Viti Levu soon
spread across the island. The Fijian authorities took severe measures to prevent widespread
community transmission and to protect the healthcare system from becoming overwhelmed.
Resi@nts of Suva were placed under a series défi@4r curfews and subject to restrictions on
movement out of the city. People not wearing masks faced arrest. Without the luxury of space,
test positivity rates reached approximately one in three, and there fag&abties of people who
contracted the novel coronavirus. Research took a backseat. However, with no way of leaving
Suva, flights grounded, and the border closed, it became clear that my apartment in Flagstaff
would have to be my research home and thigitdl methods my research approach. | pulled up
the crowdsourced document with a little more interest this time and downloaded books on
digital ethnographylLupton 2020; Salmons 2018ere was my first hard learned lesson about

reearch, don’t expect anything to go to plan.
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Unaware, | had already been conducting a form of digital research. My September 2018
research proposal included gathering texts on the Fiji China exchange. Texts from the media and
government sources offered ights on patterns of state, private sector, and civil society
discourses. As a means of capturing grounded perspectives, | began to add to my collection of
texts social media posts on sites of interest, such as the WG Friendship Plaza and Silkroad Ark
Hotd. I discuss my decision to use these social media posts in Chapter 7. However, it is worth
noting the limitations of this data, especially since social media can attract the loudest or most
motivated voices. Constraints on representation are also a fabtiris to say, socieconomic,
gendered, and other exclusions are realities when considering access to the internet. Despite the
limitations, and given lockdown conditions in Suva, through analyzing social media, | had moved
from physical spaces as tesfresearchto one located in cyberspace.

In May 2021, | migrated toward digital versions of myeirson research methods. |
conducted semstructured interviews over video conferencing and the phone. | joindabBgid
Facebook groups and followeijidnhs active on Twitter, participating in and reading
conversations about the presence of companies from China and of the Chinese state, as well as
contacting people from these groups and feeds fotlegic uf f “conver sations.”
developed a stretured interview questionnaire as an instrument for further conversations (see
Appendix B and Appendix C). With the help of a Fiji Chinese, | translated it into Chinese and
shared it through WeChat and Facebook groups, attempingpture perspectivesdm Fiji
Chinese and all Fijians. As | noted at the beginning of Chapter 3, | took long solo walks through
Suva, photographing construction sites and commercial enterprises in lockdown. | toyed with the
idea of autoethnography, which | examine later indhapter, as a method to include in the
toolkit of the socially distanced qualitative researcher.

The research proposal | presented in September 2018 mixzetson and archival
methods. These methods now migrated between physical and cyber spacesnBtd|adithat
began in the material world had become online connections. There were key aspects in
maintaining these communications, not only did peopmiejncluded, have to know how to use
digital platforms, such as Zoom, Google Meet, WeChat, and Messkuagalso, we had to have

reliable access to wireless and internet networks, as well as phones and laptops. Access to the
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internet in Fiji is relatively high, of approximately a population of 903,000, 616,00 people were
internet users in December 2020, about 62 percent of Fijiariternet World Stats 2021)
Nevertheless, | found that the strength of relations in physical spaces had a direct bearing on the
strength of those links in cyberspaces. It was not so much aboutyiterictechnology, but

about transferring rapport online. A further discovery in moving to digital spaces was that | had
more contact with people across Fiji, not just in Suva, and | was able to contrast views from the
capital with other urban, as well agal locations. These interactions predominately arose from
participation in Facebook groups and through the distribution of structured interview
guestionnaires.

However, this compression of distance had
proved harder to establish these kinds of new connections, as if my physical presence in Fiji,
even though | was connecting via online platf
interviews and conversations, these were almost exclusivelypeatple | knew well.

Furthermore, the successes | had with conducting research in digital spaces would not have been
possible without relationships built in physical spaces. Two individuals opened the Fiji Chinese
and new Fiji Chinese communities up to iieeir leadership in these groups and endorsement

of the research project was critical in entering a space that is widely perceived in Fiji as enclaved.
The rapport with these two individuals was built over the space of four years artd-face.

Puttingit another way, digital methods cannot be standalone in a project such as this one. From
my experience in conducting this work, if researchers wish to conduct effective ethnographic
work, they cannot avoid the intimacy of physical spaces, especiallt spaaes, such as

Oceania. Inadvertently, and through a series of setbacks and learning processes, | discovered
that qualitative research icyberspacavorksmore effectively in combination with physical

presence. Nevertheless, when circumstances dicésiggcially regarding the limiting resources

of time and funding, this may be an approach for future work.

Decolonizing Cyberspaces
Il n his essay, “PastsOOgd73Remembet Weé Epaeahbdt H

hi stories without knowing how to read our | an
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understand, are a call to (re)focus Pacific epistemologies and psaatittee center of
interpreting and communicating Oceanic stories. | also deduce a second messagedhat is,

Pacific peoples write the dominant narratives of the Pacifiida u‘* of a’ s speaks, a s
to the decolonization of the academy, [also to the decolonization of knowledge writ large. As

such, to his landscapes and seascapes, we must add all sites of knowledge production, including
cybergapes . The processes of power/ knowledge creat

much as anywhere else. For example, scholars have critiqued the widely accepted notion of the

internet’s decentralized opennexlsasGooglemd how
Earth, are embedded with colonial assumpti@@gden et al. 2015; Sen 201Therefore, online
silences of resilience and resistance to the colonial project extends the poweleaf¢haal
researcher. If digital research methods become the preserve of the external researcher, it has
become another space where Pacific peoples do not belong. M2§gib, 72) another external
researcher focused on the exchange between ChideCareania, writes of the complexity and
necessity of a decolonized approach during th
decolonial methodology seems necessary to prevent the superimposition of preconceived ideas
upon indigenous views that, at the ment, can only be accessed in journalistic and social media
outlets. It interrogates the position from which scholars speak or write, the benefit derived from
theorizing indigenous ideas, and the extent to which, in the absence of a decolonial
methodologys uch i deas might become invisible.” Mag:¢
pandemics to future research in the Pacific as convenience and literacy with technology among
researchers continues to expand.

Tuhiwai Smitt§2012)writes about the close relationship between research and
expansion of European imperialism, especially how the empowered knowledge produced led to
“regimes of touehl eshraodh“ttdasm making.” The
externally empowered knowledge and the subsequent naturalization of this knowledge is a key
expression of a truth regime, a process in which indigenous ways of knowing become at best
delegiimized. Tuhiwai Smith points out the problematic history of Pdodated research to
center indigenous research methods and researchers. This has clear practical applications. In her

book “Knowing and Learni ng: ArobolBabd éxglaenedothes Fi |
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epi stemologies her people, the Vugalei, from
demonstrates the values and purposes underpinning Vugalei knowledge production and
transmission. Her findings laid bare the ways in whichqmbshial education systems have

failed indigenous peoplédlabobeBaba 2006)Further, the exclusion of ndfuropean

languages iphysical and cyber spaces privileges knowledge produced in Englig2084yd.0)

adds the affective 1 mpacts of these discrimin

own peopl es hi stories, as wel l as our native

and having our languages and literatures taken away from us is a crime of colonialism that

unnecessarily promotes feelings of inferiorit
Inresponsetoensir e research in Oceania not only fc
harm,” but also the standard of “empower ment,

ethical research. Twowdlln own exampl es are the University
Probcol s” and The University of the South Pacif
USP Researchers.” The former sets out 12 prin
Relationships, (3) Respect, (4) Cultural competency, (5) Meaningful engag@&nRBeciprocity,

(7) Utility, (8) Rights, (9) Balance, (10) Protection, (11) Capacity building, and (12) Participation
(University of Otago 2011, IB). The latter contains many of the same protocols and makes a

finer point on empowerment through engaged research, including principles suchadisyeq
justice and equity, soci al responsibility, an
environment, Dbi os (edniersity of the SoutloRAcific 20883Fhe y ~

principles, especially those of the University of Otago, have drawn some critical commentary,

notably in the assumption thahé researcher is the driver of the project. However, the writers

of the protocols state, “Often in an academic
extractionornotjst he dri ver of the project, but the ‘o
it and rightly wil!/l be, <¢Bennettleteal. 3018 9B)frthesys b e ¢ 0 me

the case, then in cyberspaces, while the ethical principles remain in place, questions remain as to
how to incorporate them online.
Writingin 2003, Weslegmith made the following observation on the decolonization of

cyberspace, “lIndigenous voices and ways of kn
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Pacific Islands studies or in cyberspace. The development of regional learning deasmigint
hasten t he dec oWesleybrzith 2003p133While cdmménting 6n the

pedagogy of decolonizing the classroom through online ilggacross multiple regional sites,

the point extends to the research domain. The distinct advantage of digital spaces is that
projects, collaborations, and mere interactio
field.” Res emendbuta protessdhatfreinveats aves ime and space. Through
platforms, such as WeChat and WhatsApp, new research collaborations with Fiji Chinese have
become possible. Nevertheless, construction of research and discursive communities across

O c e a nybeasspase has been led by researchers from the region and include conceptual

reexaminations, such as the devel opment of a
seen in work on social media activienKk oya Vaka' uta 2017;. Titifanue
Autoethnography

Focusing on the everyday for this project during tbei€19 pandemic created
opportunities to move between cyber and physical spaces as research sites. The need to
reexamine my approach because of the unfolding uncertainty and change during 2020 and 2021
also raised questions about the lines of the researcher gaze in the contiedoddnization.
After | started this work in 2018, my original and conventional ethnographic methods became
increasingly challenged by my position in relation to Fijians and periods of physical isolation in

Suva and Hawai i f r ospreaérthrpughout this moacgraph, afdgmals ol ut i
anecdot al interludes | abeled as either “Encou
singlelens reflex camera and include selected images taken with it throughout the text. In
“Encount er 8sitorevealeverydagnihterastions between Fiji Chinese, other Fijians,

and myself. To make grounded the kinds of connections made between people through
transactional and for the most part amicabl e
the researcher gaze internally and to examine my prior experiences as key factors in how | would
interpret the everyday interactions occurring before me. The photographs | took were an

opportunity to visually express the narrated cartography outlined ipt€ha. Furthermore,

these interludes not only drew out the character of people who participated in this research, but
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also added an affective dimension to my writing, sometimes for the purposes of humor and on
other occasions to relate uncomfortable memest The anecdotes are linked to broader
processes described in the work and offer insights on how the choice to highlight aspects of the

everyday may come from the researcher’s own e
everydaylife, and | wanted tgortray people and not just data.
These interludes are a form of autoethnography, a method that considers topics from the

perspective of the researcher. Formal l vy, aut
writing that seeks to describe and systeitalty analyze personal experience in order to

under st and c ul(Blis Adarhs, aadkBoahmer 262@03) BlGreover, this

personalization of experience includes memory and reflections that at times puts the researcher

in the place of the one being investigai@ibss and Bés 2019) In many respects,

autoethnography blurs the emic and etic lines of ethnographic inquiry. However, my intention is

not to go as far as to place myself as the subject of analysis and more to examine how | came to
interpret interactions frommywn posi ti on, particularly in the
throughout the chapter on the lives of new Fiji Chinese (Chapter 6). | felt this the most

appropriate place to make this intervention as | shared some of the experiences of Fiji Chinese

from theirposition as migrants. Of course, there are many points of departure between my own
position as the child of Polish immigrants to the United Kingdom, as opposed to that of Fiji

Chinese, who are a visible community in Fiji. Nonetheless, insights sharetewithcultural

transmission and economic choices resonated.

Further, Weslextmith(2017,84wr i t es i n his essay, “The Oce
“experience of uprootedness, of restless trav
habitual order,’”” he adds, has ofdomemared a skep

epistemologies of social science. My objective in raising this is to identify myself with this

upr oot ednes s, -idenfification wite the Folish caiginrofamy parents, my English

place of birth, and the American citizenship | tock(07, and of years spent in China, as well as

in South and Central America. As one new Fiji
I l'ived in China until Il was 15, Il > ve lived i
Chinese.iFj i ans t el | me | ’m not Fijian, so | guess
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“Polishness,
Nevertheless, | have found these ambiguities freeing. My uprootedness exiessasa

skepticism of ideological projects of almost all kinds, and in the subsequent interest of the
everyday, where meaning is more grounded than conceptual. As | thought about
autoethnography as method, it developed from a means of dealing witthffreailties of in

person research during a pandemic to one in which the external researcher is presented with the
opportunity in dealing with their positionality. | am not diminishing the reality that my role in Fiji
was primarily as researcher, a lathelt carries difficult associations and a tarnished history,
particularly in Oceania. | would add, rather than offering insights that only separate the
researcher from other people, autoethnography also opens the possibility to find commonalities
in humanexperiences.

In this chapter | have written about the lessons | learned as | dealt with research during a
pandemic. In brief, my solution was to cross and recross the boundary of social texts, such as
interviews, and printed texts, such as governmernest@nts and media articles, as well as the
lines between physical and cyber spaces. To this, | also engaged with internal spaces to employ
autoethnography as method. If the combinations of texts and spaces were my answer to the

problem of distanced qualiti@e research, autoethnography was my attempt to question my

“Englishness,” or “Americanness

position in the field of power that is resear

“Dislocations” interludes occur throughout
analysis, Chapte 5 and 6, | draw my conclusions from interviews and observations, and in
Chapter 7, | mix text analysis with interviews and observations. In these four core chapters, |
blend data from physical and cyber spaces. Nevertheless, as researchers, as almlddhe
opportunities available through online work, our attention to the decolonization of research sites
must remain fixedMaggio(2021, 82)writes that the difficulty of conducting-person work
during the pandemi c moratiam sf PdcifichperspectivbsromtigerChimesei ¢
presence has to be postponed.” However, in
While | agree that withownyin-person interactions, fieldwork is next to impossible for external

researchers; yet it is possible to employ qualitative methods online with established
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relationships. The blends of text and space | propose reach beyond the pandemic to the

grounded resarch approaches, upon which everyday geoeconomics relies, of the future.
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POSTSCRIPT: FIJI IN 2023

On December 12022, almostnine monthsafter | defended this dissertation, Fiji went
to the polls.Theelection was contested by familipolitical parties and political leaders that
includedFijiFirst, led by incumbent Prime Minister, Frank Baigima, the National Federation
Party(NFP)led by BiranPrasad, and th8ocial Democratic Liberal PaiSODELPAgd by Bill
Govokaln November 2022, theleader of SOLDELPA, Sitiveni Rabukaanas/ed as the head
of the party in a leadership contest. He subsequertigned as leadaf the opposition and
formedthenewP e o p | e’ s ARAP)Rabukas @ lorfgstianding political figure in Fiji
havingled thetwo 1987 coug, seningas Prime Ministelbetween 1992 and 1999, ares
Commander of the Republic of Fiji Milit&kigrcesbetween 1987 and 199Rabuka’ s mov e
proved successful and after forming a coalition WithNFP and SODELf&ame the new
Prime Minister of Fiji on December 24, 20PRe change of administration end&glyears of
rule under Bainimaram@auch to he delight of many ordinary Fijiaf$he politics of Fiji were
about to take new strategic direction.

Debatesprior to the electiorcentered on critical domestic issues, such as health,
educationthe economy, as well asore divisive topics, such fasding forindigenousaffairs,
addressingorruption, andaccountability for past military coupBhe election also brought up
differenes over the strategic direction of foreigr
perceived as too close to China. Both Rapukao f t h e P endgsbvekast SODELPA, anc e,
adopted positions hat woul d sl ow t he pac gublcfof Chimmhdat i ons
move back toward more favorable engagement with Aust@baoka told the Australian
Broadcast i ndorS@QDEPA,row telationmship in“foreign affairs will be aligned closely
to Australia, New Zealand and the memberthefPacific Island foruh{Faa, et alk022).

Further,a securitydeal signed betweeSolomon Islands and China had set off a regional debate
about the role of external powers tiraditional security matters in Oceania. FijiFi8&0DELPA,

and PAP all canmut against the idea of such an agreemwith Chingor Fiji in the run up to

the election(INews 2022Mann and Maykin 202%/osufzaand Dinham 2022)
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In the immediate posetlection periodPrime Minister Rabuka set about an aggressive
agenda to set right thperceivedwrongs of the Bainimarama administration, as well as seeking
to realign Fiji’ ' s Fuexampteheocoalitionavertureegitheoestactive p ol i t i
2010Medialndustry Development Aeindsought toatoneon t he s tfathe’ s behal f
treatment ofdissenters to the Bainimarama administration. In the latter daséma Lathe
wife of prominent Fijian scholaBrij Lal, had the order revoking her entry to Fiji rescingeg.
Lal forced into exile in 2018ljed in Brisbane in December 20Phdma Lal returned to iRyith
her | ate hulsocbasndynsalasshgs.” s cooper affarsyve and | e
Rabuka secured the return of Kiribati to the Pacific Islands F&itibatihadresigned from the
organization in protest at theppointment of former Cook Islands Prime Minister Henry Puna to
the position of Secretargeneral Micronesian member states of the Forataimed a
unwritten agreement that the position would go to a Micronesian had not been honored.

Prime Minister Rabuka also approved the return of University of South RaSHYice
ChancellorPal Ahluwali#o Fiji and resumedtatefunding, suspended under FijiFirstthe
r egi on’ highel esationnngtitutiorRabuka made relations with the university an
election issue. Haccused the former Attorne@eneral, and powerfigovernment figureAiyaz
SayeeKhaiyunof repressiveactions targeting the university. The USP issue also precip#&ated
sequence of events leading to legal trouble for former Prime Minister Bainimakfterdne
received ghree-yearsuspension from parliament kebruary 2023 foslanderous references
aimed at the new Prime Minster and President, Bainimaramaresigned m Fi ji ' s | egi s
on March 8. The following day, Bainimarama evesged with abuse difisoffice. The former
Prime Minister and police commissioner \8iti Qiliho, were accused by Fijian authorities of
tampering with an inquiry into financial misconduct at the University of the South Pacific.

These rapid developmentsriegional and domestic affairstime months sinc&kabuka
assumed officaremirrored in foreign policyNevertheless, Rabukan d Govoka’' s r emar
China in the runup to the election have besarified sincdoth entered government. Govoka,
along with NFP leader, Biman Prasad is one of three Deputy Mmistersin the new
administration. Rabuka has spokeragfivot to relations with regional powers, Australia and

New Zealand, notingn reference taChinathat “Our system of democracy and justice systems
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are different so we will go back to those tthave similar systems with"udNeedham 2023)
Also, Rabuka offered his supportfou st ral i a’ s acquisition of nucl
AUKUS security pact between Canberra, the United States, and the United KiRgelalefense
agreement between the three statesaigesponse to the growing military capabilities of the
Peopl edtia Arny; boevevelQ c e a ireadarsare skeptical about the emerging arms
race in the Pacific Ocean and the deployment of nuclear technology in aseijexperiencing
the health and environmental impacts of nuclear testing

Most notably,in January 2023Rabuka chose not to renewr@morandum of
understanding between the Fiji PolThee Force a
agreementoversaw training of Fijian police officers and the secondment of Chinese officers for
periods of three to six months in Fiadiibaravi 2023)On March 24an official
communication fronf i Ministrg of Foreign Affairs to Taiwaroverseas mission in Fiji
reinstated the name of the mission as the Trade Mission of the Republic of Giiwman) to the
Republic of Fijin April 2023in a clear snulRabuka skipped a meeting with visitiginese
ViceMinister of Foreign Affairs Ma Zhaoxuo the same month, the Prime Minister announced
Fiji would investigate clainmsade by he presidenof the Federated States of MicroneBlavid
Panuelahat the Chinese government had spied on him during a visit to Bespite the shift in
approach, the new Chinese ambassadbiou Jiangommented that China would still be open to
a security agreement with Hiotoisuva 2023)Former ambassadao Fiji Qian Bo was
appoi nt especid& énvog far Pacific island countmeBebruary 2023.

This realignmeninderRabuka f&rst few months in chargbasfocused on security
matters.Nonetheless,ie new Prime Minister has alesed higlatformto criticize so called
traditional partnes and made clear that China remains an imporaoenomicpartner.Within a
week ofassummp o f f i c e, Rabuka told the AWAlssttaiaal i an Br
and New Zealand and the United Kingdom and America have sort of seen us as output of their
colonial regimes of the past and have not reorientated their thinking to the intenatio
landscape where we are all equd a b u k a Ghidadhasdcome in with a blank sheet of
paper. They have seen us as just development paftt(ievono 2022)A January 23, 2023

Fijian governmenpressrelease ut | i ned Fi j 1 OsesGppoatPfionci ple
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there is only “one” Cdsiweallastheforgfandingadiatiomsa i wan i s
between the two countrieéFiji Ministry of Foreign Affairs 202@pnsistent with the emphasis

on commerciakelations, media in both China and Fiji have reportetherimportance of trade

to bilateral tieswith the importance of tourism stressedas r i t i ¢ a | i ndCowdt ry i n
19 economic recoverfFiji Sun 20235lobal Times 2023y agairadovu2023)

Rabuka has continued the tradition of Fijian Prime Minister attendance at the annual
Chinese New Yeaelebrations held in Suva and organized by the Fiji Chinese community. The
January 23 press releasiged aboveacknowlelged Fiji Chinese and at the New Year event he
a d d eTHe Chifiese diaspora in Fiji may be small but they are influential and plesgaal in
part of Fi j”{Kungar 2028w eninterpgiewenithtVoice of South Pacific, a Chinese
language news app aimed at the Chinleasguage community in Oceania, Rabuka discussed his
long asociation with Fiji Chineggowing upn rural Fijihowever, he also said that overseas
investment should babout providing employment opportunities for Fijians andfaot
imported laborergVoice of South Pacific 202R)a b u k a’ s oflgeeaes mapagengent of
Chinese influenckas not, as of writing, dampened the enthusiasm of my Fiji CHinersés and
associates. In anecdotal conversatidfig,Chinese expressed relief with the change of
government. Whether this wilemainlong-term is a topic for further researcWhile Fiji
Chinese supported Baini mar ama’ deendadiousaoverof a m
R a b u kow fefermedpast ofindigenoud-ijian ethnonationalispfatigue with the former
Prime Minister stemmed from stagnation of the domestic economy@osgid and endemic
corruption.This is Fiji Chinese expressing themselvEgiasswith interests broader than
relations with ChinaCertainlyB a i n i m aappgpoanamestwith the United States in the final
months of his administration hddyured into the thinking of Fiji Chinese that regardless of
governmentthe alignment of foreign relations was about to change.

The stakes are now becoming higher in Ocean@a. Th e g i o rappeal tb keepd e r s
power politics and geostrategic competition out of the region appear to have fallen on deaf ears.
The security pact between Solomon Islands and China, the AUKUS agreement between Australia,
the United States, and the Unit&Kingdomare signs of a militarizingcean. The United States

has set out a vision for engagement with Oceania through its September 2022 Pacific Partnership
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Strategy that follows closely t2050 Strategy for the Blue Pacific Contireegreed by Pacific
Islands Forutmembers in 2021The U.S. strategyomises more funding on Pacific priorities of
climate, infrastructure, andafeguards againdtegal,unreported, andunregulatedfishing

These promises are set agaitist Bidera d mi n i s Eebraaty RO@hIndBacific Strategy,
whichoutlinesa muchclearer rationale for presence in the Pacific. In other wahdsthreat of
Chinaln 2023,Chinalaunched aChinaPacific Island Countries Center for Disaster Risk
Reduction Coaggration in Guangdonwhile its regional diplomats talk about ties based on the
Forum 2050 strateg\everthelessni March 203, China announced a seven percent increase
in military spending citing escalating threats as the explanation.

The everyday geoeconomics discussed in this dissertation are as relevant agesver
more so as political change®ted in this postscript omost-electionFiji realign state relations.
The high stakes of political, economic, and social influence in Oceania are &Siaakty.began
my research on China’s intervent onlyintensified t he P
toward greatereconomic and military competitioifthe task is thenanagement of thestorces
into tangible benefits for the people of Fiji and more broadly the people of the Pacific.lslands
Their blue continent is once again becoming a stage for external p&eer-centered
outcomes do not stem from the announcements of new initiatimade in Washington or
Beijing. They amnadefrom the ways in which people harness and rediangethat is at the

core of everyday geoeconomics.
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AFTERWORBENEALOGIES

Having modest knowledgé my family history and living childfree, genealogies held little
interest to me. My parents, immigrants, devasted by war, largely kept the names of their
relatives to themselves. For a school project, | was asked to produce a family tree. My mother
helped me put one together. Most of the names were probably made up.

Marriage opened new roots/routes to a past of people, places, and stories. In time, |
learned that the idea of a genealogy is fluid. Directionless lines on a family tree were filled by
new spaces, Alaskd] a w aand Montana. Also, | started to define genealogy as an answer to
the question, how did | get here, to this space, right now? Whether it is a physical or mental
movement or change, there are tracible lines to the present, in effect, a genealogy.

In 2016, started a PhD and signed up for courses in Pacific Islands Studies. | learned
about a vast region of Ocean states. People and land connected through stars and water.
Geneal ogies mattered here. Il t wa s nledtivejitust abo
was also a way of reclaiming Pacific pasts from the erasures of colonialism.

So here is one of my genealogi&speculation on patterns in my own kfied an effort
to rebuild the erasures of my personal histayshort account of the eventisat led me to
develop a research interest in China and Oceania.

| remember sitting in class in Wrenn Comprehensive, Wellingborough. | had just turned
18 and | was thinking about an exit from the town and school. | had spent the last year making
up for a mistake. When | was 14, | played truant, was caught, and waquseritheplaced on an
academic track not headed to university. When | was 16, | did well enough ohenglO
national exams to continue my studies for another two years; however, some teachers thought |
couldn’”t be trusted anumerveredbandl evak allowed tp eatryjon My b
with my education.

| took my chance cleaning up any residual exam failures and excelling in my studies. My
plan was to think globally for my next step. | considered area studies, kiR acific Islands,
and Lath America. | filled out university applications for degree programsvasccceptetdhto

Modern Chinese at Leeds University, thereby determining a course in my life. There were no
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Pacific Islands Studies degrees in the UK. If there had been, | wouippbed. It was 1989,
not the best year to enter Chinese Studies given the massacre on Tiananmen Square.

From 19901, | was based in Beijing and spent an absorbing year of travel. It was a
strange freedom in the aftermath of a massacre. Fully fundeahainobligated tcanyone or
anythingmuch, | wandered the country and found the deserts of Xinjiang, a place | knew from
books.Thoughl distinctlyrememberb ei ng at the Beijing Hotel on
for journalists covering the Beijing Bygrof 1989, looking at big world map behind the reception
with all sorts of placenames. Pago Pago caugh
us would joke about how different it must be in American Samoa.

By 1993, | had graduated and irottiic@nded back up in Wellingborough with no
direction and little confidence | could use my Chinese to any dffgas offered a fulime
|l aboring job in a warehouse where | was told
prerequisite My brotherTed was in Papua New Guinea and invitedhere for avisit So,|
workedat two laboring jobs to earn the money to go. My parents put memyich helpedne
save. On my last day the warehousgl workednights | finished my shift and walked home
looking up at the stars on a clear and cold December.

Stars navigate and they led me to Kandrian, where my brother was teaching at the high
school. Kandrian is remote and there were only two stores in town; one run by the school to help
with the cost of runnig the institution, and one run by a Malaysian Chinese, Wong. Wong was
resented for his high prices and for selling scarce crates of beer to friends only. Past the school
was dense rainforest and | heard whispers of Malaysian Chinese loggers out thevehe@nke
began to think about the worlds | was beginning to observe, China and the Pacific. It seemed to
me Chinese didn’t have a good reputation here

The Pacific drifted out of my lived experience, but not my thoughts. | went to Kashgar,
and Ted camback from PNG. He longed to go back, a dream he never fulfilled. We made plans
to return, but his sickness was advancing, as was his desperation. My tribute to him is to have
made it back to the Pacific Islands with the authority of knowledge. | livied deserts of
China, returned to unemployment in Wellingborouaihg spent a devastating year on the harsh,

frozen flatlands of Heilongjiang. | went on to live in Mexico, Peru, Chile, and Venezuela. | met
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Kate. Kate told me about a w @and ‘a house her pants had built there with the help of the
rest of the family. It was a place impossibly exotic to me because as a child we absorbed the
images of paradise in our ordinary homes.

Before we were married, Kate and | found ourselves back in the UK waiting fo
political situation to calm in Venezuela. Kate wertl @ w &arly im 2003. | soon followed with
great excitement. We visited a w aslarid ito places so familiar now. One day we headed
toward Waiohinu and Na'alehu and passed the Wong Yuen Skamsed{a gas pump at the
ready outside which no one uses. A modest wooden structure and unimposing it nevertheless
had a great impact. As we passed the building, something | have done several times now, | was
reawakened to the study of the Pacific andhe possibility of combining China and Oceania.
Why did Chinese come to the islands? What did they do? How long had they been here? The
guestions started. Every time | drive past the Wong Yuen Store, | pause and think of the
milestone it is in my life.

One more, | put aside the Pacific. | developed a career focused on Uyghurs in
Washington, DC between 20@815. As time went on in DC however, the Uyghur issue began to
create internal dissonances. DC with its conctetapetitiveness became an anathema. ©nc
more, like in my time in Heilongjiang, | longedctmainge | began to read and attend events on
China in the Pacific. DC does offer that opportunity. | read Terence VBesinand went to

talks and presentations by regional politicians and acadehdlissinctly remember the interest

with which | read Terence’s 2007 paper. I r

come to symbolize movement as routine and uninspiring. | had never had that sensation of
mobility. | went to Australia duringis time to interview Uyghurs and while | was there, | took in
the air of Oceania and toured the Chinatowns in Melbourne and Sydney. | remember the
Uyghurs had their restaurants in Chinatown. All my worlds were colliding.

In 2015, it was time to move orom DC. Kate and | took a tour of the northwesteia U
to find small places to live. Francis joined us and it was a liberating time of change, movement,
and discussion. By now, | was already thinking of a doctorate focused on China in Oceania. In

Port Angles, a tough little town sat next to the Pacific Ocean, where we could see tankers and
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refineries from our hotel window, | told Kate and Francis, for the first time, about my academic
interest.
Later that year we were in Oregon. Again, sited on thei€aodst in the hill town of
Astori a. I made applications t o -réskazhedr ogr ams
Chinese Pacific.” |1 took a tortuous GRE. | re
of H a w anithe Department of GeograpiH a w agedgriaphy, one ahy favorite subjects, and
the study of the Chinese in the Pacific, these were more than | could ever have hoped for.
| started in 2016, it had been 27 years since | sat in a classroom in Wellingborough
thinking of elsewhereSince receiving the offer to comehoa w aKiate has been my support
offering advice at difficult times, keeping my confidence up, and making personal sacrifices to
give the space required when taking on such a project. Sometimes realization of asdneam i
just about hard work and persistence, it is about the people you have closest to you.
When | began thiafterword, | wanted to redefine genealogy for myself. Lacking the lines
l i nking me to the family t hat loogkbaatkat wha seemmse me ,

like a series of ideas, people, and places that got me to a definitive time and place. Like any

geneal ogy it’s both random and intentional. I
“how di d | get h e raaswéredH guesdon about how | gat o e sbnacone
who became a scholar of China in the Pacific.

but sometimes that is all we have in the here and now.
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APPENDIX A. SELECTED CHSVBSE LINKEDDMPANIES AND PROJECTS IN FUJI

Company

Project

Select Sources

China Railway First
Group

Ba River Dredging
Project

Fiji: Ba River Dredging Underyay
DredgingTodayDecember 13, 2012.

Ba River Dredging Brings ReRgf Sun
January 16, 2013.

Ba river dredging project nears completion
FBCMarch 25, 2014.

Chinese Government provides grantvia
Trust Fund—for dredging works on Ba Rive
and Nadi RiveAidDatga Undated.

Fijian Holdings
Limited Tower

Groundbreaking ceremony for FHL's $65
million, 17 storey buildindijjivillage
September 19, 2019.

China Railway First Group Ink Big Suva To
Contract Fiji SunSeptember 20, 2018.
Prime Minister Breaks Ground On New FH
Towers Fiji Sun, September 21, 2018.

Buca Bg/Moto
Roads Improvement
Project

China helps Fiji build roads in rural afeas
Xinhua May 7, 2011.

China Eximbank provides RMB 365.9 millig
government concessional loan for Buca Bal
and Moto Road Upgrade ProjeAidDatag
Undated.

Nabouwalu/Dreketi
Road Upgrading
Project

China helps Fiji build roads in rural afeas
Xinhua May 7, 2011.

Successful Completion Of NabouwBheketi
Highway Fiji SupnDecember 31, 2015.
Feature: China helps build roads in Fiji to
common developmeniXinhua May 10, 2011
China Eximbank provides RMB 642.4anilli
government concessional loan for
NabouwaluDreketi Road Upgrading Project
AidDatg Undated.

New Development for Northern Roaéji
GovernmentUndated.

Nagqali Bridge

Chinese Government provides USD 3.8 mi
grant forNagali Bridge ProjecAidData
Undated.

Public Rental Board
Housing

Board Signs Contraiji SupnJune 172010.
Raiwai Housing Project StoppEdi Sun
January 4, 2013.
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https://www.dredgingtoday.com/2012/12/13/fiji-ba-river-dredging-underway/
https://fijisun.com.fj/2013/01/16/ba-river-dredging-brings-relief/
https://www.fbcnews.com.fj/news/ba-river-dredging-project-nears-completion/
https://china.aiddata.org/projects/66699/
https://china.aiddata.org/projects/66699/
https://china.aiddata.org/projects/66699/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BRtsdKqBn5Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BRtsdKqBn5Y
https://fijisun.com.fj/2018/09/20/crfg-ink-big-suva-tower-contract/
https://fijisun.com.fj/2018/09/20/crfg-ink-big-suva-tower-contract/
https://fijisun.com.fj/2018/09/21/prime-minister-breaks-ground-on-new-fhl-towers/
https://fijisun.com.fj/2018/09/21/prime-minister-breaks-ground-on-new-fhl-towers/
http://usa.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2011-05/07/content_12465350.htm
https://china.aiddata.org/projects/49134/
https://china.aiddata.org/projects/49134/
https://china.aiddata.org/projects/49134/
http://usa.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2011-05/07/content_12465350.htm
https://fijisun.com.fj/2015/12/31/successful-completion-of-nabouwalu-dreketi-highway/
https://fijisun.com.fj/2015/12/31/successful-completion-of-nabouwalu-dreketi-highway/
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-05/10/c_137169096.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-05/10/c_137169096.htm
https://china.aiddata.org/projects/64738/
http://www.fiji.org.nz/files/6213/4006/6905/NEW_DEVELOPMENT_FOR_NORTHERN_ROADS.pdf
https://china.aiddata.org/projects/41932/
https://china.aiddata.org/projects/41932/
https://fijisun.com.fj/2010/06/17/board-signs-contract/
https://fijisun.com.fj/2013/01/04/raiwai-housing-project-stopped/

Dispute puts Raiwai project construction o
hold, FBC January 17, 2013.

Chinese contracor reveal on construction of
Raiwai PRB FlaEBCMay 10, 2013.

Work on Raiwai PRB Flats to Resume,$0jd
GovernmentSeptember 30, 2013.

First Phase of PRB Raiwai Project Complet
Fiji Govenment May 13, 2014.

China Eximbank provides RMB 36 million
government concessional loan for Raiwai
Public Rental Housing Proje&idData
Undated.

Chinese Government provides FJD 9.3 mill
grant for Raiwai Public Rental Housing Prp|
AidDatga Undated.

Rewa Bridge

Chinese road builder fired in Fiji over delay
Global Construction Revie@ctober 15,
2018.

Rewa River Dredging
Project

Rewa river dredging on targ&iji
GovernmentNovember 14, 2010.
Dredge Saves Shop From CollapgeSun
August 31, 2013.

Sigatoka River
Dredging Project

China Railway First Group Gets Sigatoka R
Dredging Proje¢Fiji SupJanuary 21, 2017.
Differing views on Sigatoka dredgimbe Fiji
Times January 22, 2017.

China Railway Rejects Compensatislands
BusinessJuly 30, 2018.

Fiji village calls for compo from Chinese
companyRadio New Zealandugust 1,
2018.

(a) Natewacoastal
road from Nagigi to
Bagasau junction
(b) Sawanberea
Road from Nagali to
Vunidawa

(c) Sigatoka Valley
Road to Keyasi
government station

(d) Moto road in Ba

Fiji signs with Chinese Govt to assist with r
development workdijivillage December 23,
2010.

Sealing works on Sawani Serea Rbgid
GovernmentJune 1, 2011.
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https://www.fbcnews.com.fj/news/dispute-puts-raiwai-project-construction-on-hold/
https://www.fbcnews.com.fj/news/dispute-puts-raiwai-project-construction-on-hold/
https://www.fbcnews.com.fj/news/chinese-contractor-reveal-on-construction-of-raiwai-prb-flats/
https://www.fbcnews.com.fj/news/chinese-contractor-reveal-on-construction-of-raiwai-prb-flats/
https://www.fiji.gov.fj/Media-Centre/News/WORK-ON-RAIWAI-PRB-FLATS-TO-RESUME-SOON?feed=news
https://www.fiji.gov.fj/Media-Centre/News/FIRST-PHASE-OF-PRB-RAIWAI-PROJECT-COMPLETED
https://china.aiddata.org/projects/62719/
https://china.aiddata.org/projects/62719/
https://china.aiddata.org/projects/62719/
https://china.aiddata.org/projects/85704/
https://china.aiddata.org/projects/85704/
https://www.globalconstructionreview.com/chinese-road-builder-fired-fiji-over-delays/
https://www.fiji.gov.fj/Media-Centre/News/Rewa-river-dredging-on-target
https://fijisun.com.fj/2013/08/31/dredge-saves-shop-from-collapse/
https://fijisun.com.fj/2017/01/21/china-railway-first-group-gets-sigatoka-river-dredging-project/
https://fijisun.com.fj/2017/01/21/china-railway-first-group-gets-sigatoka-river-dredging-project/
https://www.fijitimes.com.fj/differing-views-on-sigatoka-dredging/
https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/363089/fiji-village-calls-for-compo-from-chinese-company
https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/363089/fiji-village-calls-for-compo-from-chinese-company
https://fijivillage.com/news/Fiji-signs-with-Chinese-Govt-to-assist-with-rural-development-works-5r9k2s/
https://fijivillage.com/news/Fiji-signs-with-Chinese-Govt-to-assist-with-rural-development-works-5r9k2s/
https://www.fiji.gov.fj/Media-Centre/News/Sealing-works-on-Sawani-Serea-Road

China Railway No.5
Engineering Group

Asphalt Mixing Plant

Lami residents voice objections toward
building new Asphalt Mixing Plant by Ching
Railway No.Hijivillage November 24, 2019.
Various types of waste to be expected by
Lami residents fmm the proposed Asphalt
Mixing Plantfijivilage November 24, 2019.
Most wor kEeRjiTimési j i a
December 12, 2019.

Government House
and Thurston Garder
Fencing Project

Handling over of the Chinese funded
Governmeét House and Thurston Garden
Fencing Proje¢Fijian Government, April 3,
2011.

Chinese Government provides RMB 8 milliq
grant—via ETCA-for Government House
and Thurston Garden Fencing Project
AidData Undated.

Kiuva Seawall Projec

Kiuva village seawall handed over to
governmenfFBCMay 17, 2013.

New Seawall For Coastal Tailevu Villgije
Sun July 17, 2013.

China donates sea wall to F{inha, July 17,
2013.

Chinese Government provides RMB 8.35
million grant for Kiuva Sea Wall Constructiq
Project AidData, Undated.

Nadi to Denarau
Road and Suva to
Nausori Road

China Railway Group 5 awarded road
contracts fijivillage February 11, 2014.
Work on four lane road to begiRBC,
February 16, 2014.

Namosau Bridge

China Railway 5 to pay more outstanding
FNPF contribution of its workeFRBC
December 2, 2012.

China Railway wins more Fiji contraEB8C
May 19, 2013.

Nagia and Waiboa
Bridges

More road upgrading works to be
implemented Fijian Government, July 27,
2010.

Nausori International
Airport runway
upgrade and
extension

Buildingguality infrastructure will benefit the
country: Faiz KhakBC September 19, 2018

Navuso Bridge

Chinese Ambassador to Fiji Cai Jinbiao an(
Minister for Works and Transport Inspected
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https://fijivillage.com/news/Lami-residents-voice-objections-toward-building-new-Asphalt-Mixing-Plant-by-China-Railway-No5-9r25sk/
https://fijivillage.com/news/Lami-residents-voice-objections-toward-building-new-Asphalt-Mixing-Plant-by-China-Railway-No5-9r25sk/
https://fijivillage.com/news/Lami-residents-voice-objections-toward-building-new-Asphalt-Mixing-Plant-by-China-Railway-No5-9r25sk/
https://fijivillage.com/news/Various-types-of-waste-to-be-expected-by-Lami-residents-from-the-proposed-Asphalt-Mixing-Plant-5rk92s/
https://fijivillage.com/news/Various-types-of-waste-to-be-expected-by-Lami-residents-from-the-proposed-Asphalt-Mixing-Plant-5rk92s/
https://fijivillage.com/news/Various-types-of-waste-to-be-expected-by-Lami-residents-from-the-proposed-Asphalt-Mixing-Plant-5rk92s/
https://www.pressreader.com/fiji/the-fiji-times/20191212/282011854242253
https://www.fiji.gov.fj/Media-Centre/News/Handling-over-of-the-Chinese-funded-Government-House-and-Thurston-Gar
https://www.fiji.gov.fj/Media-Centre/News/Handling-over-of-the-Chinese-funded-Government-House-and-Thurston-Gar
https://www.fiji.gov.fj/Media-Centre/News/Handling-over-of-the-Chinese-funded-Government-House-and-Thurston-Gar
https://china.aiddata.org/projects/64742/
https://china.aiddata.org/projects/64742/
https://china.aiddata.org/projects/64742/
https://www.fbcnews.com.fj/news/kiuva-village-seawall-handed-over-to-government/
https://www.fbcnews.com.fj/news/kiuva-village-seawall-handed-over-to-government/
https://fijisun.com.fj/2013/07/17/new-seawall-for-coastal-tailevu-village/
http://en.people.cn/90883/8330171.html
https://china.aiddata.org/projects/39405/
https://china.aiddata.org/projects/39405/
https://china.aiddata.org/projects/39405/
https://fijivillage.com/news/China-Railway-Group-5-awarded-road-contracts--9r2s5k/
https://fijivillage.com/news/China-Railway-Group-5-awarded-road-contracts--9r2s5k/
https://www.fbcnews.com.fj/news/work-on-four-lane-road-to-begin/
https://www.fbcnews.com.fj/news/china-railway-5-to-pay-more-outstanding-fnpf-contribution-of-its-workers/
https://www.fbcnews.com.fj/news/china-railway-5-to-pay-more-outstanding-fnpf-contribution-of-its-workers/
https://www.fbcnews.com.fj/news/china-railway-wins-more-fiji-contracts/
https://www.fiji.gov.fj/Media-Centre/News/More-road-upgrading-works-to-be-implemented
https://www.fiji.gov.fj/Media-Centre/News/More-road-upgrading-works-to-be-implemented
https://www.fbcnews.com.fj/news/building-quality-infrastructure-will-benefit-the-country-faiz-khan/
https://www.fbcnews.com.fj/news/building-quality-infrastructure-will-benefit-the-country-faiz-khan/
https://www.mfa.gov.cn/ce/cefj/eng/xw/t468693.htm
https://www.mfa.gov.cn/ce/cefj/eng/xw/t468693.htm

the Chinaaided Navuso Bridge Project
Embassy of The People's Republic of Chin
The Republic of Fiflune 25, 2008.
Chinesdésovernment provides RMB 16 millig
grant for Navuso Bridge Construction Prgje
AidData Undated.

Queen Elizabeth
Drive Road
Improvement

Queen Elizabeth Drive Road Upgrading \W(¢
Fiji Roads AuthorifyAugust 2, 2017.

Road widening works scheduled for Queen
Elizabeth Drivelhe Fiji TimesSeptember 13,
20109.

My Suva Park Visitors Can Expect
Inconvenience From Road Wqrkgi Sun,
October 2, 2019.

Work on Q.E Drive in Suva commenEsC
October 7, 2019.

Tree Cutting Part Of $15m Queen Elizabett
Drive Road Expansion Projdsiji Sun,
February 4, 2020.

New roads, infrastructure plan for capjt@he
Fiji Times, March 6, 2020.

Rakiraki Bridge

New Bridge for the People of Rakir&kjian
GovernmentOctober 10, 2015.

$13.9 million Rakiraki bridge opeRf8C
October 13, 2015.

Rotuma Runway
Extension Project

Rotuma Runway Extension Project
CommencedFiji SunJune 2, 2017.

Suva Arterial Road
Upgrading Project
(SARUP 1)

Contractor’s Soci al
Management Plan for SARUChina Railway
No.5 Engineering Groupecember 2016.

Suva Arterial Road Upgrading Project 1

completed fijivillage September 25, 2018.
7 Roads Completed Under SARUHjiIRoads
Authority, Undated.

SuvaNausori Water
Supply and Sewerag
Project

Fiji: SuvaNausori Water Supply and
Sewerage ProjecADB September 2016.

USP Entrance from
Queen Elizabeth
Drive

$4.4m Road Project For YEki SunJune 23,
2018.

CCECC South Pacifif

Carpenters Tower

Further delay in construction of the MHCC
Tower is due to the final remediation works
fijivillage May 13, 2020.
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https://www.mfa.gov.cn/ce/cefj/eng/xw/t468693.htm
https://china.aiddata.org/projects/62724/
https://china.aiddata.org/projects/62724/
https://www.fijiroads.org/queen-elizabeth-drive-road-upgrading-work/
https://www.fijitimes.com/road-widening-works-scheduled-for-queen-elizabeth-drive/
https://www.fijitimes.com/road-widening-works-scheduled-for-queen-elizabeth-drive/
https://fijisun.com.fj/2019/10/02/my-suva-park-visitors-can-expect-inconvenience-from-road-works/
https://fijisun.com.fj/2019/10/02/my-suva-park-visitors-can-expect-inconvenience-from-road-works/
https://www.fbcnews.com.fj/news/roads/work-on-q-e-drive-in-suva-commences/
https://fijisun.com.fj/2020/02/04/tree-cutting-part-of-15m-queen-elizabeth-drive-road-expansion-project/
https://fijisun.com.fj/2020/02/04/tree-cutting-part-of-15m-queen-elizabeth-drive-road-expansion-project/
https://www.fijitimes.com/new-roads-infrastructure-plan-for-capital/
https://www.fiji.gov.fj/Media-Centre/News/NEW-BRIDGE-FOR-THE-PEOPLE-OF-RAKIRAKI
https://www.fbcnews.com.fj/news/13-9-million-rakiraki-bridge-opens/
https://fijisun.com.fj/2017/06/02/rotuma-runway-extension-project-commences-2/
https://fijisun.com.fj/2017/06/02/rotuma-runway-extension-project-commences-2/
https://www.fijiroads.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/CESMP_SARUP-1.pdf
https://www.fijiroads.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/CESMP_SARUP-1.pdf
https://fijivillage.com/news/Suva-Arterial-Road-Upgrading-Project-1-completed--25r9ks
https://fijivillage.com/news/Suva-Arterial-Road-Upgrading-Project-1-completed--25r9ks
https://www.fijiroads.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/FRA-SARUP-1.pdf
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/project-document/193451/32200-013-pcr.pdf
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/project-document/193451/32200-013-pcr.pdf
https://fijisun.com.fj/2018/06/23/4-4m-road-project-for-usp/
https://www.fijivillage.com/news/Further-delay-in-construction-of-the-MHCC-Tower-is-due-to-the-final-remediation-works-r4f5x8/
https://www.fijivillage.com/news/Further-delay-in-construction-of-the-MHCC-Tower-is-due-to-the-final-remediation-works-r4f5x8/

China Railway 14th
Bureau Group

Stinson Parade and
Vatuwaga Bridges

Vatuwaga Bridgdijivillage January 10, 2018
Feature: Chinaided bridges open in Fijian
capital, cementing bilateral friendship
Xinhua January 11, 2018.

Chinese Government prods RMB 91 milliof
grant for Stinson Parade Bridge and Vatuw
Bridge Reconstruction ProjegtidData
Undated.

Waidra Bridge

China Railway 14th Bureau won the bid for
the Waidra Bridge project in Fiieetag
December 21, 2021.

Yanjian Group

Ba Hospital

Yanjian Group (Fiji) awarded tender to
construct Ba Hospitdijivillage June 9, 2015
Yanjian Group (Fiji) Company to build Ba
hospital The Fiji Timegune 9, 2015.

FRA Engineers and representatives of the
Yanjian Group ahe new Ba Hospital Road
Fiji Roads Authorityyndated.

Fij-China Friendship
Pavilion

Monument To Mark 160 Years Of Resideng
Fiji SunJanuary 24, 2017.

FijrChina Friendship Pavilion opeRBC
January 28, 2017.

Fijian Prime Minister officiate the opening o
the Fiji China Friend Pavilljdfijian
GovernmentJanuary 28, 2017.

Pavilion marks first Chinese arrjvidie Fiji
Times January 29, 2017.

Overseas Chinese Affairs Office provides ¢
for FijrChina Friendship Pavilion Constructi
Project AidData Undated.

Flagstaff Plaza

Flagstaff Plaza Open SoBiji SunJune 11,
2018.

Navosa Hospital

Fiji New Navosa Hospital Constructed by
Yanjian Group hh@s over Successfylly
Yanjian GroupUndated.

Navua Hospital

Chinese Government provides RMB 12.5
million grant—via ETCA-for New Navua
Hospital Relocationnal Construction Project
AidDatg Undated.

Vodafone Arena

Fijian Prime Minister Attends Opening
Ceremony of Vodafone Stadiydanjian
Group November 19, 2019.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o1hk7IqTe2o
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-01/11/c_136888833.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-01/11/c_136888833.htm
https://china.aiddata.org/projects/49132/
https://china.aiddata.org/projects/49132/
https://china.aiddata.org/projects/49132/
https://www.seetao.com/details/52928.html
https://www.seetao.com/details/52928.html
https://fijivillage.com/news-feature/Yanjian-Group-Fiji-awarded-tender-to-construct-Ba-Hospital-s52rk9/?fbclid=IwAR3ENs9HH3HDUjUNuWDCDs31G6bRObuzz3vwIEpkJmYRSZ-jRp3tkdnUiaw
https://fijivillage.com/news-feature/Yanjian-Group-Fiji-awarded-tender-to-construct-Ba-Hospital-s52rk9/?fbclid=IwAR3ENs9HH3HDUjUNuWDCDs31G6bRObuzz3vwIEpkJmYRSZ-jRp3tkdnUiaw
https://www.fijitimes.com/yanjian-group-fiji-company-to-build-ba-hospital/
https://www.fijitimes.com/yanjian-group-fiji-company-to-build-ba-hospital/
https://www.fijiroads.org/new-ba-hospital-road-ensures-better-access-health-services/fra-engineers-and-representatives-of-the-yanjian-group-at-the-new-ba-hospital-road/
https://fijisun.com.fj/2017/01/24/monument-to-mark-160-years-of-residence/
https://www.fbcnews.com.fj/news/fiji-china-friendship-pavilion-opens/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cVQMp8fLDcI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cVQMp8fLDcI
https://www.fijitimes.com/pavilion-marks-first-chinese-arrival/
https://china.aiddata.org/projects/64238/
https://china.aiddata.org/projects/64238/
https://china.aiddata.org/projects/64238/
https://fijisun.com.fj/2018/06/11/flagstaff-plaza-open-soon/
http://english.yanjian.com.cn/Article/ShowArticle.asp?ArticleID=297
http://english.yanjian.com.cn/Article/ShowArticle.asp?ArticleID=297
https://china.aiddata.org/projects/39339/
https://china.aiddata.org/projects/39339/
https://china.aiddata.org/projects/39339/
http://english.yanjian.com.cn/Article/ShowArticle.asp?ArticleID=281
http://english.yanjian.com.cn/Article/ShowArticle.asp?ArticleID=281

NamYue Group Suva Civic Centre

SCC Signs Pact With GuangdBijpSun
March 11, 2017.

Suva Civic Centre reopens after
redevelopmentFBC September 13, 2018.
Hon. Kumar's Speech at the Handing Over
the Newly RéDeveloped Suva Civic Centre
Fijian GovernmenSeptember 13, 2018.
Upgraded Suva Civic Centre handed over f{
SCCThe Fiji TimesSeptember 13, 2018.
Newly redeveloped Suva Civic Center wins
praise from FijiXinhua, September 13, 2018

Databases on Chinese state assistance include:

AidData College of William & Mary.
Chinese Aid in the Pacjfitowy Institute.

Mapping the Belt and Road Initiatj\Mercator Institute for China Studies.

Pacific Aid MapLowy Institute.
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https://fijisun.com.fj/2017/03/11/scc-signs-pact-with-guangdong/
https://www.fbcnews.com.fj/news/suva-civic-centre-reopens-after-redevelopment/
https://www.fbcnews.com.fj/news/suva-civic-centre-reopens-after-redevelopment/
https://www.fiji.gov.fj/Media-Centre/Speeches/English/HON-KUMAR-S-SPEECH-AT-THE-HANDING-OVER-OF-THE-NEWL
https://www.fiji.gov.fj/Media-Centre/Speeches/English/HON-KUMAR-S-SPEECH-AT-THE-HANDING-OVER-OF-THE-NEWL
https://www.fijitimes.com.fj/upgraded-suva-civic-centre-handed-over-to-scc/
https://www.fijitimes.com.fj/upgraded-suva-civic-centre-handed-over-to-scc/
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-09/13/c_137465871.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-09/13/c_137465871.htm
https://china.aiddata.org/
https://chineseaidmap.lowyinstitute.org/
https://merics.org/en/tracker/mapping-belt-and-road-initiative-where-we-stand
https://pacificaidmap.lowyinstitute.org/

APPENDIX B. STRUCTURED INTERVIEW QUESTIONNAIRE: ENGLISH VERSION
Anonymous Survey

The information on this side of the survegnenymousit will be used only for statistical
purposes.

Please mark the boxes tHagstapply to you.
1. Your ethnicity (cheabnly one:

[ ] cChinese [ ] iTaukei [ ] IndoFijian [ ] Other

2. You consider yourself (cheakthat apply):

[ ] Chinese[ ] Fijian [ ] iTaukei [ ] IndoFijian [_] Other

Chinese

3. Where were you born (country)?

[ ] china [ ] Fiji [ ] Australia [__| Aotearod [ | Other

New
Zealand

4. How old are you?

[ ] under2o0 [ ]21-35 [ _]3650 [ ]5170 [ ] over70

5. How long have you lived in Fiji?

[-] Lessthan1 [ ] 13years [ | 410years [ ] 11-20years
year

|:| More than 20 years |:| My entire life (no matter hownany years)

6. What is your professional area?

[ -] Tourism [ ] Agriculture [ ] Fisheries| | Manufacturing

[ -] construction [ | Education [ ] Other

If you are an overseas Chinese, please answer Questkghs 7
7. How many Fijians do you work with daily?

8. How many Fijians do you talk to daily?
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9. How many Fijians do you socialize with regularly (at least once a month)?

[ -] Everyday [ ] Everyfew [ ] Everyweek [ ] Every month
days

[..] Rarely [ ] Veryoften

10. How many Fijians would you consider good friends?
SEE BACK FOR ADDITIONAL, OPTIONAL QUESTIONS

If you are iTaukei or Ind€ijian, please answer Questions1yl

11.How many Chinese people do you work with daily?

12.How many Chinese people do you talk to daily?

13.How many Chinese people do you socialize with regularly (at least orwelg?
14.How many Chinese people would you consider good friends?

Optional questions:

Comment on the relationship between Chinese and Fijians in Fiji. Feel free to mention business
or personal observations.

OPTIONAL

If you would like to receive further information about this study, or participate further, please
provide your information below. THIS IS NOT required. Add only the information you are
comfortable sharing.

Full Name
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Email

Phone number

City of residence:

[ ] '+ am interested in being int
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APPENDIX C. STRUCTURED INTERVIEW QUESTIONNAIRE: CHINESE VERSION

)

L] L] L]
L] L] L] L]
1 [ L] L]
20 [121-350 136 50L_1s1-70L_170
1 [z [aso [lizoo Lo
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