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_ The Filipinos in Hawaii were the last racial group to 
come into the Territory, and a great majority of them came 
as single men. With their migration came the necessity of 
extensive adaptation to a new environment, to new customs, 
standards, laws, and language. Like other recently arrived 
immigrant groups, the Filipinos, owing to physical, tempera- 
mental, and cultural differences, have a tendency to segregate 
themselves. | | 

The Filipino population of the Territory is comparative- 
iy young. In 1930, 53 per cent of the Filipinos in Hawaii 
were in their twenties. But even more noticeable than this 
abnormal age range is the preponderance of men Over Wwo- 
men. According to the 1930 census for the Territory, there 

were five males to every female. The migration of men to 

the Territory and the Pacific Coast has brought about a situ- 

ation in the Ilocos provinces (from which most of them 

come) which is somewhat similar to that of France and Ger- 

many during the World War. The able-bodied young men 

have migrated in such great numbers that the women have 

to run the farms, repair roads, and work on irrigation pro- 

jects. 
| Family Organization.—The Filipino family is of the pa- 

ternal type. The husband is the head of the family, and he 

has more authority than any other member. His is the final 

word on important family matters. Contacts with the com- 

munity are made through him. It is his duty to provide the 

necessities of life. He approves or disapproves of family re- 

lations with outsiders. He is the final disciplinarian. In 

case the wife fails in her effort to discipline her children, 

the husband intervenes and enforces parental respect. He 

does it by the use of the belt or rod in the case of the youn- 

ger children who are not yet able to perceive the meaning of 

a firm and determined scolding. A milder form of punish- 

ment such as depriving them of certain privileges is applied 

in the case of the older members. 
As a result of migration, however, the power of the hus- 

band has diminished and the status of the wife and the child- 

ren has been enhanced. The Filipino family in Hawaii is fon 

the most part a small group including father, mother, and \ 

children, with few relatives, and in some cases entirely |\ 

emancipated from the control of the wider kinship group o% 

grandparents, uncles, aynts, and cousins. The trend is to- 

ward a diminishing of the traditional responsibilities and a 

redefinition of the roles of the members of the family. Cer- | 

tain functions and traditions which once operated to hold 

even an inharmonious family together have now weakened 

or disappeared. — 
The enhancement of the status of woman in the Filipino 
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family in Hawaii is due largely to the severance of kinship 

controls, the abnormal sex ratio, and the waning of tradition- 

al responsibilities. Back in the Philippines where farming 

is the main occupation, the family is very nearly self-suffi- 

cient. Most of the things needed are raised by the family. 

In Hawaii, on the other hand, the dollar or so a day which 

the husband earns is insufficient to support an average sized 

family. Consequently, the woman in Hawaii has assumed 

a wider range of activities and responsibilities. In addition 

to her household duties, she has become a contributor to the 

family income by undertaking simple business transactions 

such as the selling of home-made candies, embroidered pil- 

low cases, and handkerchiefs or by taking in washing or 

boarders. A woman with a pretty daughter is apt to be most 

successful in these economic activities. More common than 

co-operation in production, therefore, is co-operation in the 

contribution of wages to the family income. 

The woman in Hawaii has a decided advantage over her 

husband. Ina place where the sex ratio is so abnormal and 

where divorce can be secured without difficulty, the woman 

is tempted to try new husbands for old. This is especially 

true if she is still young and attractive. Children do not 

seem to be obstacles to family dissolution nor do they add to 

family stability in many instances. 

The children in the family, although they have become 

more individualistic and independent, still tend to adhere 10 __ 

the principle of filial piety. Individualism on the part of the 

children is due to the educational differences from their pa- 

rents. For the most part, the parents received very little 

schooling. Although they may accept the opinion of their 

children when Western ideas and customs are involved, the 

parents still insist upon the final word in the majority of ca- 

Ses. 
The parents believe in educating the boys as much as 

possible. Great sacrifices are made on their behalf. They 

contend, however, that educating a girl beyond the require- 

ments of a good wife and a wise mother is a waste of time 

and money, since the girl is to leave her parents at marriage 

and therefore cannot repay the debt she has incurred. 

The parents and eventually the older children lay the 

foundation for the attitudes, manners, and morals of eacit 

child in the family during his formative years. Seniority 

is the most important factor in determining the role which 

each child in the family plays. Everyone is obligated %6 

show a reasonable amount of respect for an elder. For ex~ 

ample, it is bad form to call an older person by his name only 

without the use of the word manong for men and manang for 

women. These words literally mean brother and sister res- 

pectively. The Christian doctrine of brotherhood as taught - 

by the Catholic church in the Philippines has extended the | 

scope of these words beyond the limits of the family circle. 
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