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NATIONAL MEMORIAL CEMETERY
OF THE PACIFIC

The National Cemetery was constructed in the typi­
cal broad and shallow crater of a tuff cone, known as
"puowaina" by the Hawaiian people. This name
means "reverence to the highest degree, to hallow."
Puowaina was venerated as a resting place for the
weary by the old Hawaiians. The cone is known better
as Punchbowl, so-named by early sailors who visited
Honolulu and noted that the cone with its broad, shal­
low crater resembled a giant punchbowl.

Punchbowl was formed late in the geological his­
tory of Oahu, some 75,000 to 100,000 years ago during
the Honolulu period of secondary volcanic activity.
Its formation was due to magma or hot lava rising
through cracks in the old coral reef that extended to
the foot of the Koolau Range at that time. As the hot
lava rose in these cracks, it contacted rocks saturated
with water. The water became superheated, much as
in an ordinary pressure cooker, and resulted in steam
explosions that deposited a brown ash layer around
the active vent.

The trade winds blowing during the period of acti­
vity piled the ash on the leeward side of the cone,
causing the west side of the crater to be higher than
the east side. The sides have been gullied by water
erosion in what appear to be giant scratches. The
Cemetery was built in a young, loose black ash deposi­
ted 5,000 to 10,000 years ago by eruptions from nearby
Mt. Tantulus and Round Top. The tuff of the cone is
brown and hard as shown in an exposure along the
road leading up to the Cemetery. Other famous tuff
cones of the same period of activity and formed in the
same manner are Diamond Head, Salt Lake and Ko­
ko Head Crater.

The Cemetery was begun in August 1948 under
the supervision of the Honolulu District Corps of
Army Engineers, and dedicated September 2, 1949 on
the fourth anniversary of V-J Day, which marked the
end of World War II.

It contains 112 acres and is the largest of three
national cemeteries superyised by the U.S. Army out­
side of the continental United States. It is the first
national cemetery established in the Pacific area.

The Cemetery contains 19,500 interred remains
from World War II and the Korean police action;
twenty of these are Medal of Honor winners. The

National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific (top). Eight Courts
of the Missing (center) list the names of 26,280 missing heroes
whose bodies were never found. A 30-foot female figure, holding
a laurel branch, overlooks the court (bottom).



graves of many famous persons are found here also,
such as war correspondent Ernie Pyle who was killed
during the invasion of Okinawa in 1945.

A memorial stairs, flanked by eight "courts of the
missing," lists the names of 26,280 American service­
men whose bodies were never recovered; 18,093 of
these from World War II, and 8,187 from the Korean
action. At the top level is the Court of Honor, chapel,
pool, and map galleries, depicting the campaigns in
the Pacific during World War II and in Korea. Over­
looking the Court is a 30-foot high female figure hold­
ing a laurel branch. This memorial was open to the
public in January 1965.

An observation point in the Cemetery provides a
magnificent view of Honolulu, from the International
Airport to Diamond Head.

The Cemetery is beautifully landscaped and meti­
culously maintained. It is divided into lettered sec­
tions, and graves are numbered in sequence, begin­
ning with the corner nearest the flagpole and con­
tinuing to the far corner of the plot.

A visitors' center provides rest rooms and cold
drinking water near the entrance to the Cemetery.
Rest rooms are also located at the memorial. The
Cemetery is open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily and 8
a.m. to 7 p.m. on Memorial Day. In 1969, there were
more than 800,000 visitors from all parts of the world.

Several tiilUsual trees are found in the area of the
Cemetery: The fish fuddle tree (Piscidia piscipula L.
Sarg.), the needle flower tree (Posoqueria latifolia),
the pencil tree (Euphorbia tirucalli L.) and the Hondu­
ras or West Indies mahogany (Swietenia mahogoni
Jacq.), as well as many trees common in Hawaii.

The only wildlife found in the area is the golden
plover, which migrates each year from Alaska to the
same area of the Cemetery, apparently undisturbed by
the large number of visitors to the park. Indeed they
seem to "stake out" an area which they consider their
own and which no other bird will enter.
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The map galleries of the Memorial depict the campaigns of the
Pacific and Korea.
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