
FM9-023: Demonstratives (cont’d)

Language: Palauan
Language Expert: Kristen Udui
Facilitator: Stephanie Dossett
Others present: Kelsey Bialo, Gillian Sawyer
Date: Thursday, October 10th, 2024, 3:00pm
Recordings: FM9-023.mov, FM9-023-A.wav, FM9-023-B.wav, FM9-023-C.wav
Equipment: Zoom Q8n-4k, Røde M5 Microphones

Plan: We will continue eliciting demonstrative terms.

Description: We collected more demonstrative terms and a few full sentences using
wh-question words.

English Palauan
(Orthography)

IPA Notes

right here ng kmal di ngar
tiang

ŋ qmʰal ði ŋaɹ t̪iaŋ literal immediately right
here

over there ngar tilechang ŋaɹ t̪iləʔaŋ Visible to speaker and
listener

over yonder Ngar sei ŋaɹ seɪ In a spot not near
speaker or listener

which/what/why ngara ŋaɾa

who techa(ng) t̪aʔa
t̪əʔaŋ (a)

techang needs ‘a’;
used for standalone

where ngar ker ŋaɾə qeɹ Both question and not
(don’t use ker for
non-question)

when oingara(ng)/
oingera(ng)

oɪŋəɾa(ŋ) Close time frame

When (not question)
past

se er a sɛɾa back then (when in the
past)

When (not question)
future

sel sɛl and when (when in
future)

why ngara uchul ŋaɾa oʊʔul Lit. “for what reason”

base, reason, basis uchul uʔul



if al sekum al səχum conditional, if/then
Definitely ‘if’

if/when a a if/when, hypothetical;
intent encoded
‘When if I become a
doctor”

If/when when I
become horse

a bok uos a boq wɔs…. Lit. if i become a horse
“When I’m in the
role…” gives more of a
sureness to it

If I become a horse Al sekum ak mo
uos

al səχum aq mo
wɔs….

“If I were to become”
has a future-y feel to it

a) Why are you like
this?

ngara me ke
uaisei?

ŋaɾaməqə waɪseɪ?

b) Because I’m lazy lek mesaik lɛq məsaɪqə Answer to (a)
le ak
‘lek’ is like le ak
together

because leng/lem leŋ

b) The reason the
classroom is messy is
because the racoon
was inside

Au uchul a
classroom a di
berberiid a klalo er
a chelsel, leng
racoon a mla er a
chelsel

aʊ ul a klæsɹum a
ði bəɾbəɾiːðe aqlal
əɾə ʔɛlsɛl, lɛŋ ɹækun
a mlaɾa ʔɛlsɛl.

c) Who are you going
to see/meet today?

Ke mo mesa
techang er a
chelechang

qə mo mɛsa
t̪əʔaŋəɾɛ ʔələʔaŋ?

d) I’m going to see my
teacher

Ak mo mesa sensei
er a ak

aq mo mɛsa
sɛn̪seɪɾaŋaχ

Answer to (c)
Lit. ‘My teacher is the
person I’m meeting
today’

e) Where are you
from?

Ke chad er a ker qəʔaðɛɾəgeɹ? Lit. ‘you are a person
of where?’

f) I am from America. Ak chad er a
Merikel

aq ʔaðəɾa məɾigɛl.

g) What is your name? Techa ngklem t̪əʔaŋ klʰɛm? Lit. ‘who is your name’

h) My name is ___. A ngklek a ___ aŋklʰeχa t̪uɾaŋ


