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Today Filipinos represent the third largest ethnic 
group in Hawai'i and as the descendants of earlier 
migrants are buttressed by a steady wave of new 
Filipino immigrants, they become a growing force as 
they increase their involvement in the political 
process. Yet the social science literature that dis- 
cusses Filipino adaptation to Hawai'i's multi-ethnic 
environment is narrowly based and utilizes only those 
paradigms that emphasize the social pathologies and 
negative stereotypes which appeared during the first 
stages of migration at the turn of the century. The 
literature assumes that from the beginning Filipino 
migration produced problems in ethnic relations, 
alienation, social disorganization, and social control 
that are still current in the group today (Hart, 1979; 
Rabaya, 1971; Schaefer, 1979; Hormann, 1968). . The 

primary purpose of this paper is to shift the focus 
away from pathological consideration by suggesting 
new perspectives that include displaced social 
mobility, family reunification, late marriages and 
modified family structures. 

When using the pathological perspective, the resi- 
dent "majority" or power groups often measure their 
values against the behavior of immigrants and thus 
view newcomers as being "deviance prone with low 
standards of moral conduct" (Kinlock, 1979:60). The 
social welfare institutions, as agencies of the power 
structure and as consumers and stimulators of the 
applied research which only identifies problems, 
reinforce and perpetuate the Filipino stereotype when 
it does not conform to the norms of the dominant cul- 
ture. While their intentions may be decently sup- 
portive, there is an unintended consequence of a 
literature that inhibits an understanding of the 
underlying strengths and adaptability of the Filipino 
culture. In reviewing the first major bibliography, 
Hart (1979:174-75) states: 

For example, under 'Ethnic Difference and 

Delinquency' (a curious combination) one finds 

numerous references to brain tumor, criminal sen- 

tencing, disease, paroles and pardons, psychopathology, 
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schizophrenia, truancy, mental health patients, etc. 

In contrast, entries under 'Culture' are few. There 

is no subject topics for folklore, only one entry 

under folk dances, three for music, etc. This is 

not a criticism of the bibliography; the compilers 

report what is readily available on Filipinos in 

Hawaii particularly for the present. 

This emphasis on pathology has also been emphasized 
by the particular demographic characteristics associ- 
ated with Filipino migration History. It includes 
such qualities as high illiteracy, a high percentage 
of young family-less men, and disproportionate age 
and sex profiles related to lateness of their migra- 
tion. Unlike the previous migrant groups whose re- 
cruitment was rationalized at least partly on the 
Grounds of “restocking the islands," Filipino recruit- 
ment was based purely on economic grounds (Lind, 1967: 
31). Overall, labor recruitment of the various ethnic 
groups created an imbalanced sex ratio of large numbers 
of men to very few women during the initial stages of 
migration. However, other ethnic groups were able to 
correct this imbalance because of their peculiar cir- 
cumstances. Chinese, being the first immigrant group, 
had access to Hawaiian women in common law relation- 
ships. Portuguese migrants were encouraged to bring 
their wives and children. Japanese migrants were also 
encouraged to bring their families and could obtain 
picture brides. Meanwhile, the early Filipino immi- 
grants had difficulties correcting their imbalanced 
sex ratio since their recruitment took place at a 
Critical time when an easily controllable plantation 
labor force was needed to offset the effects of labor 
unrest among the Japanese (Fuchs, 1961:139). Further 
stimulation of Filipino migration was provided by the 
Exclusion Act of 1924 which virtually eliminated immi- 
gration from Japan. 

In 1920, the sex ratio was less than one female to 

every seven males (Lind, 1967:31) and the high rate of 
illiteracy was the result of the recruitment of workers 
who could be easily controlled to minimize labor un- 
rest.1 The existing literature assumed that these 
factors necessarily produced a host of social problems 
associated with deviance, a lack of social mobility, and 
family and sexual stress. For example: 

The striking contrast in 1960 between the median age 

of Filipino males (38.6 years) and of Filipino females 

(16.8 years) which is without parallel in any other group 

in the islands, htghlights one of the major soctal prob- 
lems in the islands. When one considers that less than 

one out of every three Filipino men aged 45 years and 
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