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Population Pressure as

a Euphemism
The Rhetoric to Push
Okinawan Emigration

Kozy AMEMIYA

n the 1950s, population pressure and emigration were uttered in one breath
Iin Okinawa under U.S. military occupation as if both would always go

hand in hand—i.e., overpopulation would inevitably lead to emigration
and emigration always would provide a solution to population problems. It
certainly was true that post-war Okinawa faced enormous population pres-
sure and hundreds began emigrating overseas. Additionally, while it was true
that Okinawa’s population density had been high before the Pacific War, and
that Okinawa was the poorest of Japan’s prefectures and had the highest rate
of emigration in Japan during that period, was the emigration overseas from

the early 1950s simply an outcome of population pressure?

Okinawa’s population pressure and poverty were exacerbated by the
military occupation of the United States following Japan’s defeat in war. It
was not, however, until 1950 when the occupation forces started expropriating
cultivated land for military use, that the American occupation forces began to
voice concerns Okinawa’s population pressure. An internal memorandum of
the United States Civil Administration of Ryukyus (USCAR), for example,
acknowledged in 1950 that land expropriation caused serious political tension
between the Okinawan people and the American occupation forces and sug-
gested emigration as a solution (National Archives 13 February 1950). Such
an argument was a prelude to a government-sponsored emigration project
advocated as a way to ease Okinawa’s population pressure. Bolivia was cho-
sen as the destination for such Okinawans. In this article, I explore whether
the emigration to Bolivia was designed to solve the population problems and
whether it in fact provided the intended solution.







