
A River of Voices
Reclaiming Culture and Adoptee Stories

Through Oral History Archives
A Work in Progress

Introduction
Between 1980 and 2015, the People’s Republic of China
implimented the Yī Hái Zhèngcè (One-Child Policy) with
goals of reducing population growth through government-
mandated family planning. Adoptees from this policy have
grown into adulthood, many have begun forming
communities and engaging in activism, such as the Rising
Adoptee Voices Symposium, which has been hosted by NYU
Shanghai since 2023. This is the first known gathering of
one-child policy Adoptees led by Adoptees that explores
the Adoptee experience held in the PRC.

Purpose
How do storytelling and oral history

interact with knowledge circulation and
contribute to the reculturation and

kinning community-building process
within the Yī Hái Zhèngcè (One-Child

Policy) transnational, interracial
Adoptee community within the context

of oppressive nationstates, social
Adoptee activism and information and

knowledge precarity?

Methodology 

Relationships
Storyteller, knowledge, listener

past, present, future
community

Trust
Honesty, openness, 

he alo a he alo, storysharing,
respect, reciprocation

Ethics of Care
People, ongoing,
lived experience

Knowlege Expressions
Stories, conversation, oral history

Collaboration
Yarning, listening, shifting

communication
push and pull

A methodology grounded in
care for the stories, people,
and community is vital to the
intentionality of the work

If the work centers the
people, the work will be for

the benifit of the community,
on their terms, their needs
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