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These are slightly edited transcriptions of interviews conducted by
the Ethnic Studies Oral History Project. University of Hawaii at Manoa.
The reader should be aware that an oral history document portrays infonna­
tioD as recalled by the interviewee. Because of the spontaneous nature
of this kind of document, it may contain statements and impressions whidl
aTe not factual.

People are welcome to utili ze short excerpts from any of the transcriptions
,-rithout obtaining pemission as long as proper credit is given to the
interviewee, the interviewer, and the University. Pennission must be
obtained from the Ethnic Studies Oral History Project, University of Hawaii
at Manoa before making more extensive use of the transcription and related
materials. None of these materials may be duplicated or reproduced
by any party without permission from the Ethnic Studies Oral History
Project; Etlmic Studies Program; University of Hawaii at Manoa; East-Nest
Road 4, Room 3D; Honolulu, Hawaii, 96822.

This project is supported by the State FOlmdation on Culture and the Arts
under an appropriatioo by the Hawaii State Legislature.
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DEDICATICN .

The collection of transcripts in these volumes is dedicated to'
Koj i Ariyoshi who throughou this 1i fe supported and helped advance the
struggles of Hawuii 's working people for dignity, democratic rights,
and a better qual i ty of Ii fc.

The son of poor Kana coffee fanners, Koj i was a working man--a
truck driver, a cannery hand, a longshoreman in Honolulu and San Francisco,
a World War II internee at ~tmzanar, a U.S. Army'volunteer, editor
of the pro-labor'newspaper, The Honolulu Record, and a "Hawaii Seven"
defendant in the 1950's Smith Act trials, .

Koji was also a gifted writer who undcrst~d the hardships of his
and his parents' generation and thrust them to the forefront of public
attention. He consistently wrote to uplift, to instill pride, and to
underscore the role common working people play in history. In 1971,
he urged other writers and historians to orient themselves toward a
rising national concern:

This concern is the yearning and demand of our ethnic
minol'ities for> full recognition and identity and a desir>e
to have their histor>y told without evasion 01' equivoea­
tion o~ dis tortion . .. a "peop le '8 it his tory, not the
exposition of sovereignty and power, of kings and battle8~

and of amassed -riches . .. (but) the story of how their
forebeaJ"ers contributed to the building of our society,
of their hardships and saal'ifiaes~ and of how they
ShaN in the credit of our national history.

In this new app~eciation of history ...we become
not merely the CUl'ious and detached spectators of the
cultural remains of the past~ but peop~e using the
knowZedge of past societies to make ~etter people and
a better world.

Koj i' s leadership and encouragement were inv~iluahlc guiues as the
Ethnk, Studies Oral History Project -took its fir~t steps toward recoY-ding
the history and contributions of Hawaii '5 multi-ethnic working people.
There is still a long way to go; we thank Koji for the finn foundation
he pain~takingly built.



iv

ACKNOWLEIlGMfWfS

We wish to <Jcknowlcdge the inv,lluablc 'contrihutions of the following
people whose work anti ideits were directly responsihle for the success
of the Waialuajllaleiwo. IJroject.

Research and Interviewing

Araceli AgOD
Nonna Carr
Dale Hayashi
Pablo Laze
Perry Nakayama
Howard Nonaka

Project Advisory Committee

Belinda Aquino
Koji Ariyoshi
Ed Beechert
Stepben Boggs
Sabu Fujisaki
Bop Hasegawa
Major Okada
Cannen Oliveira
Inna Tam Soong

Transcribing and Typing

Wanda 'Fujimoto
My Hanb Ngo Thi

Waialua/Haleiwa Advisory Committee

Faustino Baysa
Jose Corpuz
Hauoli Hiers
Joe Leong
Slim Robello
Roy Sakai
Genji Santoki

In addition, thanks are extended to photographer \Vayne MUramoto;
William Paty of the Waialua Sugar Company; Max Roffman of Hawaii Public
Television; David TI)ompson of the Intcrnational Longshoremen's and
Warehousemen 1 s Union; and Davianna McGregor~Alegado, Acting Director
of the University of Hawaii Ethnic Studies Program-for their time and
assistance.

Special thanks go to Waialua rC'sident Herbert Robello who showed
us historical sites und introduced us to many residents in the area.

We are very gratefUl to th.e many other dedicated and sincere people
not listed here who have contributed their time, energy and talents. to
the Project and to this publication.

Most of all, we thank the people of Waie:tlua and Haleiwa without
whom thi~ project would not have been possible .

•



v

TABLE 01' CQ'II"I'Nl'S: VQILNE J J I

Dcdi\:ation...........................•....•••.........•....... iii

Acknowledgments ••...•....••...• o ••• _ •• _ •••••••••••••••••••••••• iv

r11 t rotluct i 011 v 1

Fi 1 ip i ~lOS

Baysa. FCJ\I~tino.....• o ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2

l\lllKkl. ,.1mlricc .................• 0.•.••.•..•.. ··.0.· .• ··· .. 58

{~Ihico. Emigdio. _...•.... ~ o ••••••••• 62

(:OrpHz, .1o:;c...................••.•••••.•• -.••••••••..•... 121

de 1<.1 Cruz, Justo 134

GuC'co', Frank •..• _.......•....••....••....••....••........17 J

Index _ _...............................•....... 184a

App('udix(li::;t of all intcn,-ic\"c{'S hy \'olumC') .....•.•.••..... .lR4c

'.



I NTROlJUcr1ex;

'111C f:thnic Stlldjc~ 01',11 IIi story Project, cst'nbljshcc1 in .January 197fJ,
was created to record and prcscnrc lntcrvlcl\ls with jndividuills ' ....ho have
rccollccti.ons or events and personalities that \vould he of value to the
commwl'i ty, tcachers. students. h is to ri W1S, :md Tcsca rehc rs.

Special effort is made to recanl history told by the \\Porking men iJnd
WOllen of aLl ethnic groups who made H~H"(1ii 's land productive, who overcome
differences bctl.,ccn ethnic groups, and \1hoso efforts to better the quality
of life ,,'ere realized through struggle and han.i work .

. The cOlmlunities of Waialua and Haleiwa \vCTC the focus DC the first
Ethnic Studies oral history project. Waj'al'ua is the site of one of the
remaining sug<Jr plantations on Oahu. The relative isolation of the tHO
cOIID!1lU1ities has meant less rapid chaqgc there than in other Oahu commun:i tics.

Although the experiences of the people in Naj·<:tluu nnd Haleiwa arc zn
a sense unique, they arc also simj1ar to the e:-"l)criences of people'\Vho
live on plantations and in 5m3]l cOlTvlluniti.cs throughout 11:1\\';l1i.

Interviews with 43 indiv:iduals in the 0,'0 conmttini ties h'ere conducted
between June and September 1976 by nine intervj c''''crs, foul' of ",hom l",cr8
students from !vaiaJu<l and Haleh",a. The intenrie",s produced ;lpproximatcly
]10 hours of tape and 1900 p,1gCS of final-typed tnlnscripts I\'hich ;lre hound
according to ethnic group. (fndividllals of mixed ethnic backgrowlds were
placed accord"ing to their preferences.)

VolWl1e I
II
III
IV
V'
VI
VII
VI II
IX

Caucasj ans, eh inese <lnd Hawaiians
Koreans and Puerto Ricans
Filipinos (A-H)
Filipinos (T·Z)
.Japanese (A-~I)

.Japanese (N-R)

.Japanese (5 - Z)
Portllguc~c (A-Q)
Portuguese (l<:-Z)

In Volumes I and II indexes follow each etlmic group's section of
transcripts. for ethnic gTOUpS which CoveT two or three vo]urnes (Vols. IIT­
IX), the p:1ges arc nUJIlbercd consecutively and a complete index for that
ethnic group is at the back of each volume.

, A biogr<lphical summary precedes each interviewee's transcript.
The "tare mOl1ber" on each transcript corresponds to the number oE the t:1pe
from which the intcrvicH 1"':15 transcribed. The oT.iginal t<lPCS may he listened
to at the Oral History Project office.

All intervict",ees were encouraged to read their transcripts and make
any deletions or additions they considered necessary before signing the
following legal release:
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III ord!:n' to pr>cserve alld nI11k(, aVQ7:1ab7(~ the h£si;Ol'!I or IJmJaii
for' present and future generQtions 3 T hereby give and grant to
thf! I)niver'sity of l!w,Jaii Ethnic Studies Or'a.l HistoJ'y Pl'o,ject
as a donation faY' such seholal'ly and educational purposes as the
Pr~ject Director shall detenmine3 all my rights, title3 and
inix·n'est to the .foLlo/;}1:ng: '['apes of interviews recorded on (date),
8-iogl'aphicaZ inlormation dated 3 Notes of untaped
cmwel'sations (date).

The majori ty of transcripts are a lmost verbatim from the actual taped
interviews. MinOT editing \"as done hy the Ethnic Studies Oral History
Projcct staff to make the transcripts easier to Tead. 111e staff made no
changes \"hich compromise the £Invor and authenticity of the interviews.

In a few cases certain parts of transcripts were omitted and the
correspondi.ng portions of tape erased by intervicl..ee requcst. A fC'wother
:intervicw('('s made grammati.cal or synt;l\.:tic changes in thei r transcripts.
SC'vcra.l interviewees attached .lengthy adJiUons or explanations. These
changes I1<JVC heen 'illC011JOrated into the final transcripts.

111e5c transcripts represent the statements which the i.ntervi~wees

wish to lcave for the public record.

I:orcign and pidgin English words ,1rc underlined. ~h.;t of these
non-English Nords aTc not tranSlated; those which have been translated
arc ene] osed by parentheses. Those llJlfillni.l i ilr wi th forej gil 1<lnguagcs
and pidgin Enghsh are advised to consul t with language rcsource persons.

Tn ~l(klition to the tapes ancl transcripts, a 25-mjnute sl ide presenta­
tion, "Waialua & Haleiwa: The Work:ing People's Story", is available to
schools, orgun-izat:ions, and the general public. ·Ihe slioe show includes
historic photographs obtained from interviewees and other souTces, present­
day photographs of Waialua and Halei.wa and CXCE'11Jts from the oral history
intend.ews.

The stoff of thc Ethnic Studi es Oral History Proj ect bel ievcs that
undC'r~tanding the contributions of H;:HvO'jj 's multi-cthIDc working people
wi 11 foster within individuals a positive cthnjc identi ty and an appreciation
of the proud hcritilge of all !lJ.\vaii's people. We look [o1"w"lTd to continuing
the work of recording, developing, and popularizing the people's history
of Hawa'ii.

01ad Taniguchi, Project Coordinator
(;;lc1 Gouveia, Rcs('~nch Coordinator
Henrietta Yee, Admini5trativC' Assistant
Vi.vien Lee, Research Associate

I-!ono]ulu, Hawaii
May 1977




