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These are slightly edited transcriptions of interviews conducted by

the Ethnic Studies Oral History Project, University of Hawaii at Manoa.
The reader should be aware that an oral history document portrays informa-
tion as recalled by the interviewee. Because of the spontaneous nature
of this kind of document, it may contain statements and impressions which
are not factual.

People are welcome to utilize short excerpts from any of the transcriptions
without obtaining permission as long as proper credit is given to the
interviewee, the interviewer, and the University. Permission must be
obtained from the Ethnic Studles Oral History Project, University of Hawaii
at Manoa before making more extensive use of the transcription and related
materials. None of these materials may be duplicated or reproduced

by any party without permission from the Ethnic Studies Oral History
Project; Ethnic Studies Program; University of Hawaii at Manoa; East-West
Road 4, Room 3D; Honolulu, Hawaii, 96822.

This project is supported by the State Foundation on Culture and the Arts
under an appropriation by the Hawaii State Legislature.
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DEDICATION .

The collection of transcripts in these volumes is dedicated to
Koji Ariyoshi who throughout his life supported and helped advance the
struggles of Hawaii's working people for dignity, democratic rights,
and a better quality of life.

The son of poor Kona coffee farmers, Koji was a working man--a
truck driver, a cannery hand, a longshoreman in Honolulu and San Francisco,
a World War II internee at Manzanar, a U.S. Army volunteer, editor
of the pro-labor newspaper, The Honolulu Record, and a "Hawaii Seven"
defendant in the 1950's Smith Act trials. :

Koji was also a gifted writer who understood the hardships of his
and his parents' generation and thrust them to the forefront of public
attention. He consistently wrote to uplift, to instill pride, and to
" underscore the role common working people play in history. In 1971,
he urged other writers and historians to orient themselves toward a
rising national concern:

This concern is the yearming and demand of our ethnic
minorities for full recognition and identity and a desire
to have their history told without evasion or equivoca-
tion or distortion...a "people's" history, not the
exposition of sovereignty and power, of kings and battles,
and of amassed riches. .. (but) the story of how their
forebearers coniributed to the building of our society,
of their hardships and sacrifices, and of how they
share in the credit of our national history.

In this new appreciation of history...we become
not merely the curious and detached spectators of the
cultural remains of the past, but people using the
knowledge of past socteties to make better people and
a better world.

Koji's leadership and encouragement were invaluable guides as the
Fthnic Studies Oral History Project ‘took its first steps toward recording
the history and contributions of Hawaii's multi-ethnic working people.
There is still a long way to go; we thank Koji for the firm foundation
he painstakingly built.
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INTRODUCTION

The Ethnic Studies Oral History Projcect, established in January 1976,
was created to record and prescrve interviews with individuals who have
recollections of cvents and personalitics that would be of value to the
community, teachers, students, historians, and rescarchers.

Special cffort is made to record history told by the working men and
wanen of all ethnic groups who made Hawaii's land productive, who overcame
differences betwcen ethnic groups, and whose efforts to better the quality
of life were realized through struggle and hard work.

" The communities of Waialua and Haleiwa were the focus of the first
Ethnic Studies oral history project. Waialua is the site of one of the
remaining sugar plantations on Oahu. The relative isolation of the two
commmities has meant less rapid change there than in other Oahu communities.

Although the experiences of the people in Waialua and Haleiwa are in
a sense unique, they are also similar to the experiences of people 'who
live on plantations and in small communities throughout lawaii.

Interviews with 43 individuals in the two communitics were conducted
between June and September 1976 by nine interviewers, four of whom were
students from Waialua and Haleiwa. The interviews produced approximately
110 hours of tape and 1900 pages of final-typed transcripts which are bound
according to ethnic group. (Individuals of mixed ethnic backgrounds were
placed according to their preferences.)

Volume 1 Caucasians, Chinese and Hawaiians

11 Koreans and Puerto Ricans

IIT1  Filipinos (A-H)

v Filipinos (T-2)

& Japanese (A-M)

VI Japanese (N-R)

VIT  Japanese (S-Z)

VITII Portugucse (A-Q)

IX Portuguese (R-Z)

In Volumes 1 and II indexes follow each ethnic group's section of
transcripts. Tor ethnic groups which cover two or three volumes (Vols. III-
I1X), the pages are numbered consecutively and a complete index for that
ethnic group is at the back of cach volume.

A biographical summary precedes cach interviewee's transcript.
The "tape mmber'" on each transcript corresponds to the number of the tape
from which the interview was transcribed. The original tapes may be listened
to at the Oral History Project office.

All intervieweces were encouraged to read their transcripts and make
any deletions or additions they considered necessary before signing the
following lecgal reclease:
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I'n erder o preserve and make available the history of Hawait

for present and future genevations, I hereby give and grant to

the University of Hawaii Ethnic Studies Oral History Project

as a donation for such scholarly and educational purposes as the
Project Director shall determine, all my rights, title, and
interest to the following: Tapes of interviews recorded on (date),
Biographical information dated , Notes of untaped
conversations (date).

The majority of transcripts are almost verbatim from the actual taped
interviews. Minor editing was done by the Ethnic Studies Oral History
Project stalf to make the transcripts easier to read. The staff made no
changes which compromise the flavor and authenticity of the interviews.

In a few cases certain parts of transcripts were omitted and the
corresponding portions of tape erased by interviewee request. A few other
interviewces made grammatical or syntactic changes in their transcripts.
Several interviewees attached lengthy additions or explanations. These
changes have bheen incorporated into the final transcripts.

These transcripts represent the statements which the interviewees
wish to leave for the public record.

Foreign and pidgin English words are underlined. Most of these
non-English words are not translated; those which have been translated
arc cnclosed by parentheses. Those unfamiliar with foreign languages
and pidgin English are advised to consult with language resource persons.

n addition to the tapes and transcripts, a 25-minute slide presenta-
tion, '"Waialua § Haleiwa: The Working People's Story'", is available to
schools, organizations, and the general public. The slide show includes
historic photographs obtained from interviewees and other sources, present-
day photographs of Waialua and Haleiwa and excerpts from the oral history
interviews. ; ;

The staff of the Ethnic Studies Oral History Project believes that
understanding the contributions of Hawaiil's multi-ethnic working people
will foster within individuals a positive ethnic identity and an appreciation
of the proud heritage of all lawaii's people. We look forward to continuing
the work of recording, developing, and popularizing the people's history
of Hawaii.

Chad Taniguchi, Project Coordinator
Gael Gouveia, Research Coordinator
[lenrietta Yee, Administrative Assistant
Vivien Lee, Research Associate

Honolulu, Hawaii
May 1977





