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Project title: Checklist of fishes from the Tonga Islands 

Project summary: The Tonga collection of 1983 represents a major backlogged collection in the 
fish collection at Bishop Museum. As part of a co-operative effort between the University of 
Hawaii Marine Options Program and Bishop Museum, curatorial work was conducted on the 
Tonga collection and a preliminary checklist of fish species was developed. 

Project personnel: Chad Yasuda (principal investigator), supe~ised  and assisted by Arnold Y 
Suzumoto (Collections Manager, Zoology Department, Bishop Museum), Richard L. Pyle 
(Collections Technician, Ichthyology, Bishop Museum), and John E. Randall, PhD (Senior 
Ichthyologist, Bishop Museum). 

Introduction: The fish collection at the Bernice Pauahi Bishop Museum commenced in 1889 with 
the founding of the museum, with a small collection from Alaskan waters taken in 1887, and 
slowly grew to about 5,000 cataloged lots by the mid-1940's. In storage for a period of time, the 
collection was resurrected by Dr. John E. Randall in the mid-1960's. Dr. Randall proceeded to 
expand the collection by way of numerous and wide-ranging expeditions, and today the 
cataloged lot-count stands at 35,000+. 

Despite attempts to curate collections promptly as they come in from the field, circumstances 
prevented the timely curation of several major collections in the early 1980's, chief among them, 
the Tonga collection. 

Assignment of this project to the principal investigator has helped bring this collection to a level 
of curation enabling collections staff to fulfill its obligations to the scientific community. The 
work of the principal investigator has made possible the generation of a preliminary checklist of 
fishes for the Tonga Islands. No checklist of this kind currently exists for this important group 
of islands. 

Methods: The Tonga collection comprises 190 jars (4 oz., quart, gallon capacities) and 3 buckets. 
The dates of collection range from 19 February 1983 through 20 March 1983. 

Two methods were considered for curating this collection: 
- 1- Physically lay out all the specimens in their jars in chronological order, breaking up 

multi-lots (i.e., jars containing more than one distinct species taken at a given time and place), 
filling a very large work area and moving a huge number of jars. Sequentially record each lot 
into a final checklist. 

2- Work within the confines of the temporary storage area and proceed by date to 
screen the entire collection for fishes taken on that date. Work through the entire collection by 
date group, curating each date group as a separate collection. Assemble all subsets of data into 
one final checklist. 

Both methods had virtues and vices, but because of space limitations, method 2 was chosen as 
the more reasonable. 

Conclusion: The Tonga collection comprises fish specimens in 58 families. The following 
preliminary checklist is the result of the principal investigator's efforts in assisting the staff at 
Bishop Museum curate this important collection. 



Table I .  List of confirmed Tonga specimens and species. 

Date Genus Species 

Scarus 
Salarias 
Epinephelus 
Scarus 
Canthigaster 
Cheilinus 
Halichoeres 
Novaculichthys 
Gymnothorax 
Stethojulis 
Scarus 
Scarus 
Lutjanus 
Amphiprion 
Amblygl yphidodon 
Amblyglyphidodon 
Halichoeres 
Chromis 
Parupeneus 
Parapercis 
Cheilinus 
Stethojulis 
Gerres 
Amblyeleotris 
Cirrhitichthys 
Amblyeleotris 
Macropharyngodon 
Parapercis 
Pseudojuloides 
Cheilio 
Corythoichthys 
Anthias 
Canthigaster 
Cheilinus 
Paraluteres 
Crenimugil 
Aluterus 
Scarus 
Scarus 
Scolopsis 

-- 
fasciatus 
fario 
sordidus 
bennetti 
chlorourus 
trimaculatus 
macrolepidotus 
thyrsoidea 
strigiventer 
chameleon 
schlegeli 
fulviflamma? 
rubrocinctus 
-- 
-- 

melanurus 
chrysura 
-- 
hexophthalma 
orientalis 
interrupts 
-- 
periophthalmus 
falco 
wheeleri 
kuiteri 
clathrata 
cerasinus 
inermis 
intestinalis 
pictilis 
coronata 
bimaculatus 
prionurus 
crenilabis 
scriptus 
brevifilis 
psittacus 
7- . 
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Locality 

Tongatapu; Nuku'alofa 
Tongatapu; Nuku'alofa 
Tongatapu; Nuku'alofa 
Tongatapu; Nuku'alofa 
Tongatapu; Nuku'alofa 
Tongatapu; Nuku'alofa 
Tongatapu; Nuku'alofa 
Tongatapu; Nuku'alofa 
Tongatapu; Nuku'alofa 
Tongatapu; Nuku'alofa 
Tongatapu; Pangaimotu Id 
Tongatapu; Pangaimotu Id 
Tongatapu; Pangaimotu Id 
Tongatapu; Pangaimotu Id 
Tongatapu; Pangaimotu Id 
Tongatapu; SW of Pangaimotu Id 
Tongatapu; SW of Pangaimotu Id 
Tongatapu; SW of Pangaimotu Id 
Tongatapu; SW of Pangaimotu Id 
Tongatapu; Monuafe Id 
Tongatapu; Monuafe Id 
Tongatapu; Monuafe Id 
Tongatapu; Nuku'alofa fish market 
Tongatapu; Monuafe Id 
Tongatapu; Monuafe Id 
Tongatapu; Monuafe Id 
Tongatapu; Monuafe Id 
Tongatapu; Monuafe Id 
Tongatapu; Monuafe Id 
Tongatapu; Nuku'alofa fish market 
Tongatapu; Monuafe Id 
Tongatapu; Monuafe Id 
Tongatapu; Monuafe Id 
Tongatapu; Monuafe Id 
Tongatapu; Monuafe Id 
Tongatapu; Nuku'alofa fish market 
Tongatapu; Nuku'alofa fish market 
Tongatapu; Nuku'alofa fish market 
Tongatapu; Nuku'alofa fish market 
Tongatapu; Nuku'alofa fish market 



Table I. List of confirmed Tonga specimens and species. 

Date Genus Species 

Atrosalarias 
Pomacentrus 
Amblyglyphidodon 
Leiognathus 
Chromis 
Pomacen trus 
Chromis 
Ostracion 
mugilid 
Salarias 
Coris 
Istiblennius 
Pomacentrus 
Pomacen trus 
Chromis 
Scolopsis 
Myripristis 
Scarus 
Stethojulis 
Gymnothorax 
Pomacentrus 
Pomacentrus 
Amphiprion 
Pomacentrus 
blenny 
Siphamia 
Plectorhynchus 
Istiblennius 
Caesio 
Heniockus 
Apogon 
Coris 
Istiblennius 
Scarus 
Myripristis 
Terapon 
Scarus 
Mugil 
Gazza 
Scarus 

fasciatus 
lepidolepis 

ternatensis 
meleagris 

fasciatus 
dorsomacula 
endentulus 

atripectoralis 

kuntee 
sordidus 
bandanensis 
fimbriata 

melanopus? 

picus 

caerulaureus 
diphreutes 
cyanosoma 
variegata 

niger 
hexagonus 
jarbua 
globiceps 
cephalus 
minuta 
rivulatus 
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Locality 

Tongatapu; Monuafe Id 
Tongatapu; Monuafe Id 
Tongatapu; Monuafe Id 
Tongatapu; Nuku'alofa fish market 
Tongatapu; Monuafe Id 
Tongatapu; Yellow Pier 
Tongatapu; Monuafe Id 
Tongatapu; Monuafe Id 
Tongatapu; Nuku'alofa fish market 
Tongatapu; Yellow Pier 
Tongatapu; Monuafe Id 
Tongatapu; Yellow Pier 
Tongatapu; Monuafe Id 
Tongatapu; Monuafe Id 
Tongatapu; Monuafe Id 
Tongatapu; Yellow Pier 
Tongatapu; Monuafe Id 
Tongatapu; Monuafe Id 
Tongatapu; Hakaumama'o Reef 
Tongatapu; fish market 
Tongatapu; Hakaumama'o Reef 
Tongatapu; Hakaumama'o Reef 
Tongatapu; Nuku'alofa 
Tongatapu; Nuku'alofa 
Tongatapu; Secret Cove 
Tongatapu; Yellow Pier 
Tongatapu; Nuku'alofa 
Tongatapu; Secret Cove 
Tongatapu; Nuku'alofa 
Tongatapu; Nuku'alofa 
Tongatapu; Yellow Pier 
Tongatapu; Nuku'alofa 
Tongatapu; Secret Cove 
Tongatapu; fish market 
Tongatapu; fish market 
Tongatapu; fish market 
Tongatapu; fish market 
Tongatapu; fish market 
Tongatapu; fish market 
Tongatapu; fish market 



Table I. List of confirmetl Tonga specimens and species. 

Date Genus Species 

Cirripectes 
Paracirrhi tes 
Atrosalarius 
Zebrasoma 
Carangoides 
Plesiops 
Abudefduf 
Cheilio 
Synodus 
Cryptocentrus 
Chromis 
Labropsis 
Rhinomuraena 
Cheilodipterus 
Pomacentrus 
Pomacentrus 
Pteragogus 
Chrysiptera 
Acanthurus 
Petroscirtes 
Atherinomorus 
Halichoercs 
Chrysiptera 
Chaetodon 
Myrichthys 
Eviota 
Anthias juv. 
Valenciennea 
bothid 
Chrysiptera 
Apogon 
Callechelys 
Xenisthmus 
Pseudogramma 
Ecsenius 
Scolopsis 
platycephalid 
Siphamia 
Eviota 
Moringuidae? 

forsteri 

scopas 
ferdau 

sordidus 
inermis 

strigilliceps 
amboinensis 
australis 
quaesita 

cryptus 
biocellatus 
bleekeri 
-- 

margaritatus 

flavirostris 

tricincta 
aureus? 
marmoratus 

polyacantha 
bicolor? 
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Size(TL) 

(21mm missing) 
-- 
-- 
-- 
-- 
-- 

-- 
-- 
-- 
-- 

Locality 

Tongatapu; Ha'afafu Beach 
Tongatapu; Ha'afafu Beach 
Tongatapu; Ha'afafu Beach 
Tongatapu; Ha'afafu Beach 
Tongatapu; Ha'afafu Beach 
Tongatapu; Ha'afafu Beach 
Tongatapu; Ha'afafu Beach 
Tongatapu; Ha'afafu Beach 
Tongatapu; NW of Manima Id 
Tongatapu; NW of Manima Id 
Tongatapu; NW of Manima Id 
Tongatapu; Manima Id 
Tongatapu; NW of Manima Id 
Tongatapu; NW of Manima Id 
Tongatapu; Manima Id 
Tongatapu; NW of Manima Id 
Tongatapu; NW of Manima Id 
Tongatapu; Nuku'alofa 
Tongatapu; Nuku'alofa 
Tongatapu; Nuku'alofa 
Tongatapu; Nuku'alofa 
Tongatapu; Nuku'alofa 
Tongatapu; Nuku'alofa 
Tongatapu; Nuku'alofa 
Vava'u; Paradise Hotel 
Vava'u; SW of Fonua Unga Id 
Vava'u; SW of Fonua Unga Id 
Vava'u; SW of Fonua Unga 
Vava'u; SW of Fonua Unga Id 
Vava'u; Fonua Unga; outside reef 
Vava'u; SW of Fonua Unga Id 
Vava'u; SW of Fonua Unga 
Vava'u; SW of Fonua Unga Id 
Vava'u; SW of Fonua Unga 
Vava'u; Fonua Unga Id 
Vava'u; Mala & Kapa Is 
Vava'u; SW of Fonua Unga Id 
Vava'u; SW of Fonua Unga Id 
Vava'u; SW of Fonua Unga Id 
Vava'u; SW of Fonua Unga Id 



Table I. List of confirmed Tonga specimens and species. 

Date Genus Species 

Trimma 
Thalassoma 
Pseudocheilinus 
Heteroconger 
Apogon 
synodus 
Paracirrhites 
Parapercis 
Apogon 
Sueviota 
Amblyeleotris 
G ymnapogon 
Callechelys 
Centropyge 
Pomacen trus 
Caesio 
Saurida 
Pomacentrus 
Eviota 
Amphiprion 
Eviota 
Eviota 
Archamia 
Scarus 
Sueviota 
Sargocentron 
Pomacentrus 
Hippocampus 
Pterocaesio 
tripterygiid 
Scolopsis 
Apogon 
Fusigobius 
Myripristis 
tripterygiid 
Centropyge 
tripterygiid 
Plectranthias 
Epibulus 
Pseudoplesiops 

lutescens 
evanidus 
hassi 
cyanosoma 

forsteri 
cephalopunctata? 
frenatus 
aprica 
sungami 
-- 
bilineatus 
heraldi 
vaiuli 
caerulaureus 
nebulosa 

rubrocinctus 

fucata 

aprica 
spiniferum 
pavo 

tile? 

trimaculatus 

pralinius 

flavissimus 

longimanus 
insidiator 

Page 4 

4:19-23 
2:3840 
43 
4:250-330 
3:23-27 
4:69-105 
134 
97 
3:19-29 
2:10.5-21 
22 
29 
246 
3:57-73 
2:36-56 
6:43-51 
58 
4:24-29 
23 
71 
2:14-17 
14:9-24 
4:55-60 
38 
6:13-24 
100 
2:23-34 
108 high 
60 
22 
112 
125 
40 
8:79-108 
30 
2:77-79 
29 
2:31-34 
83 
3:22-24 

Locality 

Vava'u; SW Fona Unga Id 
Vava'u; SW of Fonua Unga Id 
Vava'u; SW of Fonua Unga Id 
Vava'u; SW of Fonua Unga Id 
Vava'u; SW of Fonua Unga Id 
Vava'u; SW of Fonua Unga Id 
Vava'u; Mala & Kapa Is 
Vava'u; Fonua Unga outside reef 
Vava'u; SW of Fonua Unga Id 
Vava'u; SW of Fonua Unga Id 
Vava'u; SW of Fonua Unga Id 
Vava'u; Fonua Unga Id 
Vava'u; SW of Fonua Unga Id 
Vava'u; Fonua Unga Id; outside reef 
Vava'u; SW of Fonua Unga Id 
Vava'u; Neiafu 
Vava'u; Paradise Hotel 
Vava'u; Neiafu 
Vava'u; Neiafu 
Vava'u; Neiafu 
Vava'u; Neiafu 
Vava'u; Neiafu 
Vava'u; Neiafu 
Vava'u; Monuafe Id 
Vava'u; Neiafu 
Vava'u; Neiafu 
Vava'u; Neiafu 
Vava'u; Paradise Hotel 
Vava'u; Neiafu 
Vava'u; Neiafu 
Vava'u; Ovalau Id 
Vava'u; Euakafa Id 
Vava'u; Euakafa Id 
Vava'u; Euakafa Id 
Vava'u; Euakafa Id 
Vava'u; Euakafa Id 
From Mar 15 coll. 
Vava'u; Euakafa Id 
Vava'u; Euakafa Id 
Vava'u; Euakafa Id 



Table I. List of confirmed Tonga specimens and species. 

Date Genus Species 

Pterois 
Chromis 
Sargocentron 
Trimma 
Ecsenius 
Synodus 
Pseudocoris 
Canthigaster 
Dascyllus 
Pomacentrus 
Apogon 
G ymnapogon 
Pomacentrus 
Saurida 
Apogon 
Amblyglyphidodon 
tripterygiid 
Myripristis 
Chromis 
Cheilodipterus 
Gymnothorax 
Trimma 
Apogon 
Scarus 
Chromis 
Plesiops 
Pervagor 
tripterygiid 
Zebrasoma 
Centropyge 
Pseudoplesiops 
Gymnothorax 
Myripristis 
Synodus 
Apogon 
Synchiropus 
Sargocentron 
Apogon 
Chromis 
Chromis 

radiata 
atripectoralis 
diadema 

bicolor 

yamashiroi 
janthinopterus 
trimacula ta 

kallopterus 

gracilia 
doryssa 

berndti 
xanthura 
macrodon 
pindae 

aroubiensis 
longipinnis 
ternatensis 

melanocephalus 
-- 
scopas 
bispinous 

margaritophorus 
vittatus 

savayensis 

diadema 
taeniopterus 
agilis 
margaritifer 
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Locality 

Vava'u; Euakafa Id 
Vava'u; Euakafa Id 
Vava'u; Euakafa Id 
Vava'u; Euakafa Id 
Vava'u; Euakafa Id 
Vava'u; Euakafa Id 
Vava'u; Ovalau Id 
Vava'u; Euakafa Id 
Vava'u; Euakafa Id 
Vava'u; Euakafa Id 
Vava'u; Euakafa Id 
Vava'u; Euakafa Id 
Vava'u; Euakafa Id 
Vava'u; Ovalau Id 
Vava'u; Euakafa Id 
Vava'u; Euakafa Id 
Vava'u; Euakafa Id 
Vava'u; Euakafa Id 
Vava'u; Euakafa Id 
Vava'u; Euakafa Id 
Vava'u; Euakafa Id 
Vava'u; Euakafa Id 
Vava'u; Euakafa Id 
Vava'u; Ovalau Id 
Vava'u; Euakafa Id 
Vava'u; Euakafa Id 
Vava'u; Eua kafa Id 
Vava'u; Euakafa Id 
Vava'u; Euakafa Id 
Vava'u; Ava Fonua Unga 
Vava'u; Ava Fonua Unga 
Vava'u; Ava Fonua Unga 
Vava'u; Ava Fonua Unga 
Vava'u; Ava Fonua Unga 
Vava'u; Ava Fonua Unga 
Vava'u; Ava Fonua Unga 
Vava'u; Ava Fonua Unga 
Vava'u; Ava Fonua Unga 
Vava'u; Ava Fonua Unga 
Vava'u; Ava Fonua Unga 



Table I. List of confirmed Tonga speci~neils and species. 

Date Genus Specics 

Wetmorella 
Scorpaenodes 
Myripristis 
Pempheris 
Chromis 
Hypomacrus 
Dinematichthys 
Brotula 
Liopropoma 
Kaupichthys 
Sargocentron 
Canthigaster 
Anampses 
Pentapodus 
Paraglyphidodon 
Cheilinus 
Parupeneus 
Anampses 
Caesio 
Acanthurus 
Cantherhines 
Genicanthus 
Apogon 
Synodus 
Gymnothorax 
Scorpaena 
Fusigobius 
Hologymnosus 
Saurida 
Bathygobius 
Sphyraena 
Arothron 
Synchiropus 
Fusigobius 
Canthigaster 
Chromis 
Pseudochromis 
Sargocentron 
Apogon 
Dinematichthys 

nigropinnata 

kuntee 

iomelas 

multibarbata 
susumi 

tiere 
valentini 
twistii 

carlsoni 
digrammus 
-- 
neoguinaicus 
diagramma 
pyroferus 
pardalis 

lateralis 
variegatus 

doliatus 
nebulosa 

barracuda 

epilamprus 
elerac 
porphyreus 
diadema 
cyanosoma 

Locality 

Vava'u; Ava Fonua Unga 
Vava'u; Ava Fonua Unga 
Vava'u; Ava Fonua Unga 
Vava'u; Ava Fonua Unga 
Vava'u; Ava Fonua Unga 
Vava'u; Ava Fonua Unga 
Vava'u; Ava Fonua Unga 
Vava'u; Ava Fonua Unga 
Vava'u; Ava Fonua Unga 
Vava'u; Ava Fonua Unga 
Vava'u; Ava Fonua Unga 
Vava'u; Ava Fonua Unga 
Vava'u; Ava Fonua Unga 
Vava'u; Luamoko Id 
Vava'u; Maninita Id 
Vava'u; Luamoko Id 
Vava'u; Luamoku Id 
Vava'u; Luamoko Id 
Vava'u; Maninita Id 
Vava'u; Luamoko Id 
Vava,u; Luamoko Id 
Vava'u; Luamoko Id 
Vava'u; otherside of Causeway 
Vava'u; Onetale Bay 
Vava'u; Causeway 
Vava'u; Causeway 
Vava'u; Causeway 
Vava'u; Onetale Bay 
Vava'u; Causeway 
Vava'u; otherside of Causeway 
Vava'u; Causeway 
Vava'u; Causeway 
Vava'u; Onetale Bay 
Vava'u; SW of Mo'ungalofa Mt 
Vava'u; SW of Mo'ungalofa Mt 
Vava'u; SW of Mo'ungalofa Mt 
Vava'u; SW of Mo'ungalofa Mt 
Vava'u; SW of Mo'ungalofa Mt 
Vava'u; SW of Mo'ungalofa Mt 
Vava'u; SW of Mo'ungalofa Mt 



Table I. List of confirmed Tonga specimens and species. 

Date Gcnus Species 

Belonoperca 
Serranocirrhites 
Chcilinus 
Sargocentron 
Gymi~othorax 
Naso 
Anthias 
Ch ron~is 
Canthigaster 
Samariscrts 
Synodus 
Plectranthias 
Neoniphon 
Cryptocentrops 
Heniochus 
Cheilodipterus 
Herklotsichthys 
Cryptocentrus 
Cryp tocentrops 
Parupeneus 
Sphyraena 
Scolopsis 
Scarus 
Chilomycterus 

lates 
arenatus 
tieroides 
mela trema 
lopezi 

amboinensis 
ocellicinctus 
triocellatus 

winniensis 
aurolineatus 

lineatus 
quadrimaculatus 

atrocingulatus 

spinus 
affitiis 
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Locality 

Vava'u; SW of Mo'ungalofa Mt 
Vava'u; SW of Mo'ungalofa Mt 
Vava'u; SW of Mo'ungalofa Mt 
Vava'u; SW of Mo'ungalofa Mt 
Vava'u; SW of Mo'ungalofa Mt 
Vava'u; Neiafu 
Vava'u; SW of Mo'ungalofa Mt 
Vava'u; SW of Mo'ungalofa Mt 
Vava'u; SW of Mo'ungalofa Mt 
Vava'u; SW of Mo'ungalofa Mt 
Vava'u; SW of Mo'ungalofa Mt 
Vava'u; SW of Mo'ungalofa Mt 
Vava'u; SW of Mo'ungalofa Mt 
Vava'u; Neiafu 
Vava'u; Lape Id 
Vava'u; Lape Id 
Vava'u; Lape Id 
Vava'u; Neiafu 
Vava'u; Neiafu 
Vava'u; Lape Id 
Vava'u; Lape Id 
Vava'u; Lape Id 
Vava'u; NW Shallow Cave 
Vava'u; NW Shallow Cave 




