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) entennials are milestones marking progress on a journey. The year
2000 has been designated as the centennial of the arrival of the Oki-
nawan immigrants in Hawai‘i. This book marks some of the complex
) journeys undertaken by Okinawans who left their homeland to sojourn in
5 other parts of the globe and by their descendants who seck to recover their
k Okinawan identity.

This process of large numbers of people emigrating and settling abroad is
referred to as diasporic flows. Diasporais derived from the Greek noun diaspora,
“dispersion.” The verb form is diaspeiro, “to scatter abroad, throw about.” The
original expression described a farmer sowing seeds. The word later acquired
its present meaning when it was used to describe the history of the Jewish
people in exile. More recently, diaspora has been used to describe the experi-
ences of other peoples. In this essay, I will discuss the recent theoretical debate
surrounding the concepts of diaspora, diasporic flows, and diasporic identity
and the ways in which these concepts are used to frame our understanding
of the Okinawan diaspora as presented in this book.

The discovery of the Okinawan diaspora was a surprise for this Sansei
Okinawan born and raised in Hawai‘i. I knew that there were Okinawan
communities in Hawai‘i, the mainland United States, and Brazil. But I was
surprised to learn that the Okinawan presence extended to the Philippines,
Micronesia, and Fukien, China, and Manchuria. I was fascinated to learn of
Okinawansliving as far away as Singapore, Java, Cuba, and New Guinea. These
discoveries raised a host of questions: What were the political and economic
forces that gave rise to the Okinawan diaspora? How was Okinawan identity
constructed outside Okinawa? How was the diasporic Okinawan experience
shaped by the social processes of modernity, nationalism, and globalization?

This article is reprinted with permission from Okinawan Diaspora, edited by Ronald Y.
Nakasone (Honolulu: University of Hawai‘i Press, 2002).







