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REP. WANTS UH TO WORK WITH NFL

ILLUSTRATION BY NICHOLAS SMITH

ALEX BITTER

City Desk Editor

 Experts from the National 
Football League and UH’s John 
Burns School of Medicine would 
meet to discuss brain trauma 
injuries in football under a pro-
posal from one state legislator.
 State Rep. John Mizuno said 
he hopes establishing a task force 
to develop new policies and regula-
tions to minimize the number of brain 
injuries will help local high-school and 
college athletes in addition to NFL players.
 But one local concussion expert says 
the national league is getting enough attention 
already and that Hawai‘i’s investigation should look 
mainly at those younger groups.
 Under HB 645, a three-person task force, including a 
physician specializing in neurology from John Burns and 
two NFL representatives, would meet multiple times at 
JABSOM during the course of a year to come up with ways 
to reduce brain injuries in the NFL and support players 
already suffering from the effects of these injuries.
 The bill would not reimburse task force participants 
the cost of their participation, including travel.
 Mizuno, a former running back for the 1983 UH 
football team, said he got the idea for the bill while talk-
ing to a former teammate. 
 He said brain injuries and their side effects were com-
mon back then, with players often skipping practices due 
to confusion from hard hits.
 “It was scary to witness,” he said. “I didn’t realize 
then that they had concussions.”
 More recently, he said, high-profi le incidents thought 
to be connected to brain damage in athletes, such as the 
2012 suicide of NFL linebacker Tiaina Baul “Junior” Seau 
Jr., have brought attention to the issue.
 Bringing in NFL representatives to work with JABSOM 
staff would give Hawai‘i an opportunity to “be a frontrunner” 
in fi nding solutions for brain injuries in the NFL, he said.

“This will affect the knowledge that the rest of the nation will 
have on the ill effects of playing professional football,” he said.

 

 Although JABSOM has programs that study both neurol-
ogy and sports medicine, the school has not been extensively 
involved in research into traumatic brain injury in the NFL.
 Even so, Jerris Hedges, the school’s dean, said his 
school supports looking into the problem.
 “JABSOM would be happy to communicate with the NFL 
and determine if the NFL would be willing to consult with the 
JABSOM for taking on such a task,” he said in a statement.
 Hedges said one advantage of working directly 
with the football league would be having access to 
health records and other information about players 
who have suf fered brain injuries.
 “Without access to NFL player heath records and injury data, 
it will be diffi cult to be defi nitive regarding this issue,” he said.
 Mizuno said the task force’s fi ndings could also have 
an impact on student athletes in Hawai‘i, including high-
school and Pop Warner teams.
 O‘ahu Interscholastic Association Executive Direc-
tor Raymond Fujino said he attends high-school athletics 
conferences on the continental U.S. and believes Hawai‘i’s 
current policy on concussions and brain injuries in high-
school athletes is adequate.
 “When I see what (other schools) are offering, I think 
we are way ahead of the rest of the nation,” he said.

 According to the Hawai‘i De-
partment of Education’s Concus-
sion Management Program, ath-
letic staf f at high schools must 
administer a variety of baseline 

assessments to students before 
they start playing a contact sport.

 The policy also prescribes a separate 
set of tests for students who may have 

suffered a concussion and bars players 
from returning to the sport until they are eval-

uated by a healthcare professional.
While the protocol has increased the number 

of concussions reported to athletic staff — 900 in 2013 
compared with 314 in 2009, according to DOE records 
— Castle Medical Center Doctor and UH Consulting 
Neurophysiatrist Robert Sloan said there is still much 
that even medical professionals don’t know about con-
cussions and their effects.
 Among the unsolved mysteries are the effects of too 
many sub-concussive blows — hits that don’t result in a 
full concussion — and an Alzheimer’s-like condition that 
is brought on by head injury and may lead to brain func-
tion problems later in life, he said.
 Learning about these conditions and their effects are 
especially crucial for young athletes, he said, adding that 
he thinks Mizuno’s efforts should focus exclusively on im-
proving the guidelines for adolescent athletes.
  “There are enough people focusing on the NFL,” Sloan said. 
“We need to focus on our keiki and our high-school athletes.”
 In the meantime, Department of Education Coordina-
tor for Athletic Health Care Ross Oshiro said the current 
guidelines have already brought new attention to the issue.
 “There is increased concussion awareness by everyone: ath-
letes, parents, coaches, athletic trainers and teachers,” he said.
 While Mizuno said he’s skeptical that his bill will ad-
vance beyond the committee level this session, he said he 
will reintroduce it in the future.
 “This will continue to come up, I’m sure,” he said.



STUDENT

The more distant 
future, students 
will scan IDs to 
ride TheBus

Use One Card to 
make copies with 

Manoa MoneyParents will be able 
to put money on 

their kid’s account

Students will even-
tually be able to use 
their ID for laundry

DORMS

HAMILTON
LIBRARY

CAMPUS
CENTER

SINCLAIR
   C IRCLE

News
Page 2  |  Ka Leo  |  Monday, Feb. 24 2014 Twitter @kaleoohawaii | news@kaleo.org | Noelle Fujii Editor| Fadi Youkhana Associate 

Ka Leo O Hawai‘i
University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa

2445 Campus Road
Hemenway Hall 107
Honolulu, HI 96822

Newsroom   (808) 956-7043
Advertising  (808) 956-7043
Facsimile        (808) 956-9962
E-mail          kaleo@kaleo.org
Website         www.kaleo.org

EDITORIAL STAFF
Editor in Chief  Bianca Bystrom Pino 
Managing Editor  Joseph Han 
Chief Copy Editor  Kim Clark
Assoc Chief Copy Editor  Wesley Babcock
Design Editor  Roselle Julian
Associate Design Editor  Lilian Cheng
News Editor  Noelle Fujii
Assoc News Editor  Fadi Youkhana
City Editor  Alex Bitter
Features Editor  Brad Dell
Assoc Features Editor  Nicolyn Charlot
Opinions Editor  Doorae Shin 
Assoc Opinions Editor  Kristen Bonifacio
Sports Editor  Joey Ramirez
Assoc Sports Editor  Hayley Musashi
Comics Editor  Nicholas Smith 
Photo Editor  Jessica Homrich
Assoc Photo Editor  Shane Grace
Web Specialist  Blake Tolentino 
Web Editor  Joanne Hayag
Web Editor  Robert Chang

Ka Leo O Hawai‘i is the campus newspa-
per of the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa. 
It is published by the Board of Publications 
three times a week except on holidays and 
during exam periods. Circulation is 10,000. 
Ka Leo is also published once a week dur-
ing summer sessions with a circulation of 
5,000. Ka Leo is funded by student fees and 
advertising. Its editorial content reflects only 
the views of its writers, reporters, columnists 
and editors, who are solely responsible for 
its content. No material that appears in Ka 
Leo may be reprinted or republished in any 
medium without permission. The first news-
stand copy is free; for additional copies, 
please visit Ka Leo. Subscription rates are 
$50 for one semester and $85 for one year. 
©2012 Board of  Publications.

ADMINISTRATION
The Board of Publications, a stu-
dent organization chartered by the 
University of Hawai‘i Board of Re-
gents, publishes Ka Leo O Hawai‘i. 
Issues or concerns can be reported 
to the board (Rebekah Carroll, chair; 
Alex Kasula, vice chair; or Mechelins 
Iechad, treasurer) via bop@hawaii.edu. 

Visit www.kaleo.org/bop/

ADVERTISING
E-mail

 
advertising@kaleo.org

Ad Manager  Gabrielle Pangilinan
PR Coordinator  Tianna Barbier

KALEO
T H E  V O I C E

TASHA MERO

Staff Writer

 Standing in line to get a student ID validated 
could become a thing of the past for some Uni-
versity of Hawai‘i students thanks to updates to 
UH Mānoa’s student identifi cation card.
 Starting next fall, students will be able to 
validate their IDs electronically when they 
pay off their student account balance, accord-
ing to Eddie Robles, director of Student Life 
Business Services.
 “Students will no longer need to go to 
the ballroom to get the validation stamps on 
their ID cards since validation privileges are 
now electronically tied to the cardholder ac-
counts,” Robles said.
 Students who use public transportation will 
still need to get the UPASS sticker from the tick-
et offi ce at Campus Center until the city updates 
electronic card readers on TheBus, he said.
 According to Robles, the process of ob-
taining the bus pass sticker should be more 
effi cient since the validation portion would 
already be on the Mānoa One Card.
 “We have met with the city … and it ap-
pears they will upgrade in the future, possi-
bly with the start of the rail system,” he said. 
“When this happens, it will be a much more 
secure and effective way of assigning the 
UPASS privileges and a lot more convenient 
for students who use public transportation.”

ONE CARD, MANY USES
 Robles said student IDs, now known as 
Mānoa One Cards, have numerous uses and 
benefi ts for the campus community.

 They can be used for such things as ad-
mittance into sporting events, access to li-
brary resources and purchasing food.
 Students who get the current validation 
sticker can also use their ID as a bus pass.
 “I used to live up (in) Saint Louis Heights, 
and it would get me to and from school,” said 
Paolo DiGiovanni, a communications major.
 Although Mānoa One Cards have a va-
riety of uses, he said he mainly uses his for 
transportation purposes.
 “I also used to use it to go to work in Ka-
lihi, so that was really helpful,” he said. “It ’s 
way better than having (to carry) change.”

CONTINUING THE GROWTH
 According to Robles, the purpose of the Mānoa 
One Card is to improve the quality of campus life.
 “Many of the Mānoa One Card project 
benefi ts thus far have been behind the scenes, 
such as improved ID record management and 
new point of sales systems,” he said.
 Originally launched last semester, the 
Mānoa One Card project now has more than 
44,000 cards in the system.
 “The active cards include student, faculty 
and staff, guest records and Dining Dollars 
cards that have been successfully added on or 
transferred to the new system,” he said.
 The Mānoa One Card Project also con-
sists of a website where students can oversee 
the transactions on their card.
 Currently, there are 2,647 active accounts 
on the website, Robles said.
 Regardless if students have the new UH 
Mānoa ID cards or the older version, the sys-
tem still treats the cards the same, he said.

 “This means all UH Mānoa ID cardhold-
ers now have the ability to use the eAccounts 
features to manage their card,” he said. “This 
includes loading funds online or through 
the app to a Dining Dollars card, tracking 
transactions and even freezing your account 
should you loose your card.”
 Prior to this project, adding Dining Dollars 
to a card required cardholders to go to the Cam-
pus Center’s Ticket, Information and ID Offi ce.
 Another feature of the Mānoa One Card is 
that users can receive guest deposits.
 “So if your friends or family know your 
UH email and last name they can deposit 
funds on your account,” Robles said.
 Although the mobile app doesn’t cur-
rently display how many meals students have 
left on their weekly meal plan, Robles said 
that they’re pursuing this functionality to be 
added in future app updates.
 Another future phase of the Mānoa One 
Card project is called Mānoa Money.
 “The vision has always been for card-
holders to use the Manoa ID Card to make 
secure, cashless transactions throughout 
campus, to include transactions at vending 
machines, laundry machines, copy services 
and other vendors throughout the campus 
community,” Robles said.
 That unified system will likely take an-
other year to set up as staff install new card 
readers and configure new accounting soft-
ware, he said.
 For a full list of all the different uses of the 
Mānoa One Card, visit manoa.hawaii.edu/on-
ecard/useyouronecard.html.

new id could save time
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SHELBY DELL

Staff Writer

 The University of Hawai‘i at 
Mānoa’s Department of Theatre and 
Dance opened its latest production, 
“Lady Mu and the Yang Family Gener-
als,” at the Kennedy Theatre last week. 
The overall production was surreal at 
times and always intriguing to watch. 
 A story about duty to one’s nation 
and youth versus wisdom, this Jīngjù, 
or Beijing Opera, has something for 
everyone: comedy, drama, fi ghting 
scenes and beautiful costumes and 
backdrops. The emperor of the North-
ern Song Dynasty is hoping to fi nd a 
suitable commander for his warriors 
to lead the attack on the Xi Xia, 
but there can only be one com-
mander who is able to lead the 
warriors into victory. 
 The makeup applied to these 
characters helps set their tone. 
Heavily applied, the cosmet-
ics completely transform the faces of 
the performers. White and pink pow-
der is used on most of the actors’ fac-
es, while the two villains of the sto-
ry have stark white faces with heavy 
black lines, emphasizing their evil in-
tentions. While the makeup may ap-
pear over the top at times, it maintains 
the traditions of Jīngjù.
 The intricate costumes of the char-
acters may be one of the crowning 
achievements of the production. The 
headdresses are formed on the ac-
tors’ heads by hand each day. The 
colorful silks and tassels make a won-
derful visual display on stage. 
 Watching this play without previous 
experience in Beijing Opera, Kabu-
ki theater or other Asian theater can 

be jarring at fi rst. Actors are not cast 
based on their sex, but on their phys-
ical and vocal abilities. So if a male is 
playing a female role or the role of a 
child, they speak in Mickey Mouse-
like falsettos to make up for their vocal 
restraints. The falsettos mixed with 
the traditional Chinese instruments 
playing in the background and the 
heavy makeup on the actors creates 
what can be a surreal but beautiful ex-
perience.  Jīngjù may seem like a 
stuffy, pretentious experience; howev-
er, this production can be enjoyed by 
viewers of all backgrounds and inter-
ests. At one point one of the charac-
ters looks into the audience and asks 
“Does my `okole look okay?” The pro-

duction is fun and has excellent fi ght 
choreography, which includes sword 
play, rolls, cartwheels and more. The 
product is a ballet-like performance of 
grace and strength from the actors.
 Justin Fragiao, who plays the 
Northern Song Dynasty’s Minister 
of the Right Kou Zhun, received ap-
plause for his impressive vocal skills 
in the fi rst sung part of the play. Sha-
ron R. Garcia Doyle received similar 
treatment as she held long notes dur-
ing her singing parts during Friday’s 
performance. Michael Donato, an ac-
tor who often plays comedic roles in 
UHM productions, shone in the role 
of Wang Qiang, the Northern Song 
Dynasty’s Minister of the Left. Wang 
Qiang and his son, Wang Lun (played 

by Zachary Rhys Loscalzo), coaxed 
many laughs out of the audience with 
their evil laughter as they portrayed 
the villains of the show. 
 The entire cast and crew, includ-
ing the musicians, underwent inten-
sive training to achieve authentic cos-
tumes, makeup and staging. The 
actors spent six months training in the 
art of Jīngjù under the guidance of Lu 
Genzhang and Zhang Ling, both re-
nowned actors from the Jiangsu Prov-
ince Jīngjù Company.
 The production was “based on the 
1959 script and performance text of 
Master Mei Lanfang,” according to 
the show’s program. While the original 
script was in Chinese, it has been trans-

lated to English by UH 
Mānoa theater profes-
sor Elizabeth Wichmann-
Walczak and Punahou 
School faculty member 
Hui-Mei Chang. Though 
the play is in English, the 

adaptation has preserved many of the 
traditional aspects of Jīngjù to make it 
as authentic as possible. 
 Those looking for a new experi-
ence in theater or those who are al-
ready a fan of Beijing Opera will en-
joy this production. While those with 
more Western experience in theater 
may require some adjusting in the 
fi rst acts of the play, it is well worth it 
for the beautiful performances, back-
drops and music this production has 
to offer. “Lady Mu and the Yang Fam-
ily Generals” is sure to make Asian 
theater fans out of its viewers. 

BEIJING OPERA COMES TO KENNEDY THEATREBEIJING OPERA COMES TO KENNEDY THEATRE

Jīngjù may seem like a stuffy, preten-
tious experience; however, this produc-
tion can be enjoyed by viewers of all 
backgrounds and interests.

PHOTO COURTESY OF KENNEDY THEATRE

Rating:
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What did you do last weekend?

Check out our next issue 
on 3/5/14

Aloha students,
Can you believe it is already February? The 
semester is speeding ahead, with so much 

going on in the life of the average UHM student here on our 
campus. Since we are in the Spring semester of the academic 
year, it is also the start of the 2014 Legislative Session in our 
state. Several of our ASUH senators were able to congratulate 
our elected offi cials during the Opening Day last month, and we 
are continuing to do what we can to serve you at that level of 
government.

An initiative we have this semester is to get more students 
involved in the legislative process, and to participate civically 
in issues that affect them within and outside of the university. 
We held a Public Access Room (PAR) Workshop last month 
to engage students in ways they can participate and play an 
active role in their government. As your undergraduate student 
senate, our doors are always open to ensure your voice is 
heard and that you have the ability to advocate for what you 
want as a student.

With the legislative session moving forward, let us know what 
matters to you in your time at our Mānoa campus – our state 
legislators are here to empower us and help in making a 
difference, and you can play a role in the future of student life 
now and into the future.

As always, let us know how we can better serve you. Contact us 
at our offi ce to learn more about our initiatives and what we’re 
up to!

Sincerely,
Richard Mizusawa

President, ASUH
101st Senate 

President’s Message
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ROMAN KALINOWSKI

Staff Writer 

      While tradit ional monogamous relationships 
and marriage seem to be losing popularity each 
year, more people are learning about the plural -
ity of possibilit ies of fered by polyamory, or “ the 
love of many.” It ’s t ime to stop treating love as 
i f it were a scarce commodity and instead em-
brace it l ike the air we breathe.

TRIADS, QUADS AND FREE AGENTS, OH MY
    The most common form of relationship has 
historically been the pair bond, as it is statisti-
cally easier to share a close relationship with 
one other person (or just yourself ) than it is to 
form a meaningful relationship with multiple 
people. As such, most marriage and family law 
has yet to catch up to the modern era to fit with 
families with more than two parents.             
       While single working parents have the capa-
bility to raise a child alone, children certainly 
benefit from having two parents of any gender 
to learn from; if there are three (a “triad”) or 
four (a “quad”) parents in a family or house-
hold, children are almost guaranteed to have 
someone to play and talk with at all times. Even 
a mostly monogamous couple can benefit from 
polyamorous “free agents,” or uncommitted 
lovers, especially since the intense spark of pas-
sion from new love can fade with the simmering 
effect of long-term companionship.

LOVE I S THE DRUG
     Much of the deep emotion associated with 
motherhood, serious commitment and friendship 
is based on ambient levels of the hormone oxyto-

cin in both sexes. Oxytocin has been known to cor-
relate strongly between people with high levels who 
are generally more monogamous and people with 
lower levels who are more promiscuous.  
 Similar to many other genetic and personality 
traits, oxytocin levels exist as a result of DNA and 
lifelong exposure to environment. For example, it 
is possible to be born with below average levels 
of oxytocin, which can then be supplemented by 
20 -minute hugs or quality conversations with a 
friend. Being polyamorous is very much a sexual 
orientation like monogamous hetero- and homo-
sexuality, and the public needs to accept it as a vi-
able alternative lifestyle.

HOW TO BE AN ETHICAL SLUT
 The word “slut” conjures images of infidelity, ly-
ing and lack of cleanliness, and it typically refers 
to women. The word also fosters the outdated dou-
ble-standard that women are pure and should not 
indulge in pleasure, while men are free to roam and 
sow their wild oats at their leisure. 
 In contrast to cheating, which is based on decep-
tion and secrecy, polyamory strives to maintain a free 
and open f low of information between relationship 
participants to the benefit of all involved. Sex is great 
daily exercise, pleasurable to all consenting parties 
and is no longer morally or legally reprehensible. All 
that’s required to be an ethical modern slut is to be 
open and honest with everyone you encounter about 
your dreams, desires and expectations; maybe your 
partner(s) are just as freaky as you are. 
 Love truly is limitless, and we must harness this and 
choose compersion, the act of deriving joy from others ex-
periencing pleasure, over jealousy.

THE MANY POSSIBILITIES OF POLYAMORY

Do you agree or disagree?
Tag us on Twitter @KaLeoOpinions 

with your thoughts.
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Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle 
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

ACROSS
1 To-do list item
5 Short-lived crazes
9 Destroy beyond repair

14 Yodeler’s feedback
15 Landed
16 “Laughing” critter
17 Teensy bit
18 A hop, skip and jump away
19 Savanna antelope
20 *Powerful stratum of society
23 In high spirits
24 Spread out, as one’s fingers
25 __ New Guinea
27 Large seaweed
30 Mixed in a glass
33 Travel book inserts
36 Bard’s nightfall
38 Take care of
39 Game with Wild Draw Four 

cards
40 Continue with the fun, and a 

hint to each part of the 
answers to starred clues

42 Keebler cookie character
43 Stone-faced
45 Side with green eggs
46 Part of MIT: Abbr.
47 Unit of explosive force
49 Anjou, e.g.
51 Memorable labor leader 

Jimmy
52 Rinsed the soap from, as a 

car
56 GI R&R provider
58 *When brandy may be 

served
62 __ and crossbones
64 Innovator’s spark
65 Additional
66 Studio stand
67 Line in blue cheese
68 Diva’s solo
69 Rose parts
70 Comes to a close
71 Require

DOWN
1 Glum drops
2 Behave poorly
3 “I __ return”: MacArthur
4 Large Alaskan bears
5 Vampire tooth
6 Baldwin in Capital One ads
7 Call on a retro phone
8 Bra parts
9 Many an Actors Studio 

member
10 Popeye’s Olive
11 *Picturesque spot for a warm 

drink
12 Actress Paquin of “True 

Blood”
13 British noblewoman
21 TV educator Bill in a lab coat
22 Didn’t go out
26 Vessel on a mantel
28 Bat first
29 Each
31 Angled pipes
32 Adept
33 Cologne scent
34 Not pro
35 *Place for changing out of a 

wet suit
37 To the __ degree
40 Traps for the unwary
41 Big mouth, informally
44 John of London?
46 Armored superhero
48 One who was born there
50 Yellowfin tuna
53 Noise from a sleeper
54 Otherworldly
55 Deep anxiety
56 Capitalizes 

on
57 Three-handed card game
59 Blissful place
60 Senator Harry of Nevada
61 Aykroyd and Quayle
63 Moon lander, for short

Fill in the grid so that 
every row, every column, and 
every 3x3 box contains the 

digits 1 thru 9.

Puzzles will become 
progressively more diffi cult 

through the week.

Solutions, tips and 
computer program at 
www.sudoku.com

Go to www.kaleo.org for this 
puzzle’s solution.

2424 S. Beretania   Ph. 808.949.0050

NOW
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Join our family

JOIN OUR 
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TEAM!

Full of glee?

APPLY TODAY!
2445 Campus Rd. Hemenway Hall 107

808-956-7043 // www.kaleo.org/jobs
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BLAKE TOLENTINO

Web Specialist

 Negus Webster-Chan wasn’t supposed 
to be here.
 The 6-foot-7 shooting guard seems to be 
cut from an NBA combine template – the 
sort of talent normally reserved for the blue 
blood programs of college basketball. His 
smooth outside shot and uncommon physi-
cal attributes could have had him on a big-
ger stage, in a more prestigious program.
 Yet it is no accident that he ended up here, 
at the University of Hawai‘i, waiting to lace 
up for this mid-major program. Instead, it 
seems like the logical ending to his unortho-
dox journey of basketball that has spanned 
the entire continent.

F.O.E
 Originally from Ontario, Canada, Webster-
Chan grew up in Malvern, a neighborhood 
in the Scarborough district. An area plagued 
by gang activity and violence, Malvern has 
no shortage of tales of lost innocence and 
forgotten youth claimed by the streets.
 “It’s just normal stuff from bad areas, you 
know? Guns, drugs, violence, robberies, 
everything,” Webster-Chan said.
 While others around him succumbed 
to the negative influences, Webster-Chan 
credits basketball for helping him avoid 
the pitfalls of his hometown.
 “I started playing organized basketball 
in fourth grade,” he said. “That’s when I 
started really playing basketball seriously. I 
had afterschool practice and all that stuff, so I 
wouldn’t have much time (to get in trouble).” 

 He also had his family to fall back on.  
 “My mom and dad kept me out of trouble,” 
Webster-Chan said. “My older brothers always 
looked after me, always looked out for me, 
tried to keep me away from all the violence, all 
that bad stuff going on.”
 Those close family connections helped defi ne 
his life philosophy, 
F.O.E, or “Family 
Over Everything.”
 “I’m all about fam-
ily,” he said. “I’m a 
family orientated guy. 
I love my family. I’d 
do anything for them. 
F.O.E. is just a thing between my family (and) 
close, close friends.”
 His parents became his role models, 
molding him into the person he is today.
 “They’re both just hard working,” he said. 
“I just take that attitude every day. Every day I 
wake up, I just think about them and how hard 
they worked for me and my brothers and my 
sisters. And I just go to work every day, whether 
it’s in class or on the court.”  

AMERICAN DREAMING 
 Leaving Canada was supposed to make 
things easier.
 “Basketball is bigger in the states than in 
Canada,” Webster-Chan said. “Scouts don’t 
go to Canada to go recruit. They all see you in 
the states. They all want to stay in the states.”
 Even though he had already attracted 
some interest in the AAU circuit, Webster-
Chan knew he had to leave his home if he 
wanted to realize his dream of making the 

NBA. In the 11th grade, he made the deci-
sion to leave Scarborough – and his family 
– to play basketball at the prestigious Hun-
tington Prep School in West Virginia.  
 Playing for Huntington Prep promised the 
increased exposure that he missed out on in 
Canada.  Responsible for furthering the careers 

of current star 
talents like Sim 
Bhullar of New 
Mexico State, 
Andrew Wiggins 
of Kansas and 
Gorgui Dieng of 
the Minnesota 

Timberwolves, Huntington Prep gave Webster-
Chan immediate opportunities. Soon, he re-
ceived a scholarship offer from perennial power 
Louisville, which he accepted.

THIRD TIMEʼS THE CHARM 
 With a spot on one of America’s top pro-
grams guaranteed, Webster-Chan seemed 
poised to take the next step to realizing his 
NBA dream. Instead, doubt crept into his 
mind, leading him to decommit.
 “The whole coaching staff broke up,” he said. 
“I was still a junior, I wasn’t sure where I wanted 
to end up, so I just had to pull the trigger.” 
 Despite Louisville’s 2013 national champion-
ship season, he doesn’t have any regrets. 
 “Everything happens for a reason, that’s 
how I go by,” he said. “Things could have 
been dif ferent if I had went there. They 
probably wouldn’t have won. Who knows?”
 Instead, Webster-Chan chose to attend 
the University of Missouri. But a year in 

Columbia still left him looking for more.
One of his old prep school coaches direct-
ed him to Hawai‘i head coach Gib Arnold,
who was still in the process of rebuilding
the Rainbow Warrior’s program.
 Finally, he felt at home.
 “I just felt there were better opportunities
for me here,” he said. “Just the atmosphere
here, it’s one big family, they call it ‘ohana. It
felt good to me here.”

COUNTING DOWN TO GAME TIME 
 Despite having to forgo the season due to
NCAA redshirt rules, he sees the time off
as a blessing, not a curse. While he misses
playing, he knows its an opportunity to come
back even stronger.
 “It’s frustrating, but I’m just trying to use
every day to get better, stay in the weight
room more,” he said. “This is basically the
off-season for me this whole year. I can be
in the weight room more than I could be if
I was in season right now. That’s one of my
main goals: get stronger, put on weight, just
get even better.”
 He also hears the fans hyping him up, hop-
ing he can carry the program to new heights
with his rare talents. Like the fans, he can’t wait
until next season to show off his skills.
 “It’s just more motivation for me to stay
ready and keep getting better every day, to
live up to those standards, live past them,
actually,” he said.  “I hear it. I’m just humble.
I’m not one of those cocky guys, that say
‘Yeah, we’re gonna do it.’ I just let my game
speak. I’m just waiting and ready for that next
year, that next season.”

R eady to take the stage
Negus Webster-Chan’s journey from Canadian
prospect to the future of UH basketball

It’s just normal stuff from bad 
areas, you know? Guns, drugs, 
violence, robberies, everything.

– NEGUS WEBSTER-CHAN

JESSICA HOMRICH / KA LEO O HAWAI‘I
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Campus Center Complex Communique

The Offi ce of Student Life and Development is committed to 
providing opportunities for students through innovative programs 

and quality services, which promote leadership, life skills, and 
personal development.

Student members
Now Hiring

Interested in getting involved 
in a fun, 

on campus position?  
Get involved with: Activities Council (Plan events)

Campus Center Board (Make decisions and policies)
Recreation Sports Council (Plan sports events)

Activities Council Campus 
Center Board

Recreation
Sports Council
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