Study: Big Isle spaceport
won’t blast off in profits

1 No financial
gains are possible
unfil at least 2000

By Rod Thompaon
Big Isiond comespondent

HII.O — A commercial space-
rt on the Big Island would not
profitable until the turn of the
century, a state financial study
says.

There is conflicting opinion on
whether it would be profitable
after that,

The spaceport can make money
if there are at least 15 launches

T vear, according to the study,

ut even the most optimistic pro-
jection shows that number won't
be reached until six years after
the spaceport is built.

Some fattors indicate a down-
turn 4n the number of launches
while othert indicate an upturn.

“Due to these uncertainties,
DBEDT {the state Department of
Business, Economic Development
and Tourism) has not based its
spaceport feasibility studies solely
2:1¢Mket analysis,” the study

Big Island spaceport critic Jay
Hanson, whose insistence led to
the release of the study after state
Office of Space Industry officials
initially refused to make it public,
said that statement is only half

The reality is that the state's
action is not bhased on a market
:gﬁlysis of the Kau site at all, he

“There has never been a study
that shomma Kl:lﬂ.l’kﬁt ::i%.d “flgli' a
spaceport in Kau," he ey
left the market out of tHis thing.
It's like building a car no one
wants to buy.”

In response, the state agency
released a 1991 federal market
study that projected a worldwide
average of 44 commercial launch-
es per year to the end of the
century and then 5% per year for
the next five years,

That study propjected signifi-
cantly higher num of launch-
es than other studies, but justified
the number by including potential
markets as well as e g mar-
kets. The state agency also pointed
to a contract between Lockheed
Missiles and Space Co. and Motoro-
la to build 125 satellites for Moto-
rola's planned global communica-
tion system.

Lockheed is the front-runner to
develop the spaceport, which
wotuld be built with million in

rivate money and supported by
10 million in taxpayer-financed
improvements.

“Although Motorola’s launch
schedule may preclude Hawaii
from' launching the initial con-
stellation (of satellites), a Hawali
launch facility would be well posi-
tioned for future replacement
launches,” the state agency said.
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