
MOILIILI: THE LAST JAPANESE COMMUNITY

by

Gail Miyasaki

history of Honolulu itself--from swampland to farmland to

urbanization, where there is very little land at all. But

Moiliili: has particular significance in that ft is Still one

of the strongest and longest surviving communities in Honolulu

and that a major contributor to that spirit were the Japanese

immigrants who settled there in the early 1900's.

At one time constituting almost 90% of the population of

Moiliili, the Japanese barely make up 50% today. It is estimated

that in "the heart of Moiliili," along the intersection of King

and University, about 75% of the residents are Japanese.

From taro patch. Moiliili was "a flat, wet area where the
Hawaiians grew taro until the 1800's." Being away from the center

of Honolulu which was "bustling with the ships of many foreign

lands," Moiliili was sparsely populated swampland which supported

taro as well as native birds.

In the 1870's the Chinese began to move off the plantations

and many settled in the Moiliili-McCully area to raise taro and

rice. But soon many of them left, attracted by the opportunity

and activity of Honolulu's growing business districts.

To flower farms. They were replaced in the early 1900's

by many Japanese laborers who were leaving the plantations,

following the abolishment of contract labor with annexation.

They sought a better life as independent farmers. So many of

them obtained leases to lands that had formerly belonged to

Hawaiians who had lost them to the large estates.

The Moiliili area was predominantly agricultural because

it was "flat and dry" after the Ala Wai Canal was built to drain

the swampland. A variety of truck farms, including both |
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vegetables and flowers, sprang up as more and more vapanese left

the plantations.

"There were banana patches and duck ponds where there are

traffic jams today," James S. Doi, along-time resident of the

Moiliili-Kapahulu area remarked. "University Avenue was a dirt

road leading up to the stone quarry; and a lake, where people

went to catch opai, stood where the Star Supermarket is now."

A sapanese Eown. By Ene 1920's a Small, but self-sufficient,

community had developed along King Street with flower shops and

meat, vegetable, and Japanese produce markets lining the then

dart, road.

The University of Hawaii was still a small agricultural

school, but the stone quarry which today serves as a parking lot

for university Students was ‘going full blast... Fine dust from

the quarry covered Moiliili daily that people "had to wipe

dishes and tables everytime we sat down for a meal," Doi added.

Many of the residents made their living in the quarry,

perhaps working alongside the chain gangs from Oahu Prison,

breaking stones to make cement.

A Japanese community. Although its boundaries have never

been and still are not defined, Moiliili by the 1920's was clearly

recognizable as a Japanese community. With the establishment of

the Moiliili Japanese Language School, the residents of Moiliili

found a focal point around which to center their community

activities.

Russell Nagata points out that the area on which the

Moiliili Community Center now stands was once used as an open

theater where movies were shown as well as shibais were

enacted. These became major community events where families

would come to watch. Every summer, bon dances, in which practically

the whole community participated, were held in the courtyard.

held in a roped off area in the courtyard. He noted that a

number of well-known "community heroes" in AJA baseball came

from Moiliili, such as Kaiser Tanaka and Fat Nakamura.
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"Campus community." A number of factors were set in motion

that spelled the destruction of this small, self-employed community

with its self-engendered lifestyle largely defined by the Japanese-

American experience in Hawaii.

and 1940's, in part to accommodate the children of the immigrant

families who had settled Moiliili. Much of what had once been

acres of flowers now housed dormitories and classroom buildings.

With the establishment of boutiques and campus beer hang-outs

within the last few years, the university community has extended

Hes lifestyle into the Moiliili area.

BUE more Critically, 1m the 1950°s, explained Nagata,

under the city zoning ordinance, Moiliili was rezoned from

agriculture to urban, allowing the construction of high-density

apartments and condominiums. Many of the few farmers who were

left had to sell their plots.

The indirect effect of Statehood in the early 1960's also

helped in changing Moiliili. Tourists flocked to Hawaii, now

the fiftieth state, and the building boom in Waikiki that resulted

was no longer stopped by the longtime boundary set by the Ala

Wai Canal. The "haole influx" of mainland students also came

as a result of increased air travel between Hawaii and the

mainland. Many settled in the new apartments that had been

built close to the university.

"Progress." Now it is becoming a suburb, dominated by

apartment-style living, but lacking the community sense that

came because people lived and worked in the same place. So

today you'll find a small family house next to a 30-story

apartment .

"Just the fact that people no longer share land boundaries

or common problems of yard and house care, but live stacked one

on top the other; just the word ‘apartment, meaning to be apart,

does not encourage a sense of community," he added.

In face of Moiliili, the last Japanese community in

Honolulu, becoming an apartment-community, the unity and collectivity

that the Japanese community fostered in Moiliili should be recognized
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SOuULce.

from The Hawali Herald, Maren 16, 1973, pp. 4-5.



KONA FARMERS

by

Gail Miyasaki

and easy life. Not only have they had to face droughts, long

hours, and back-breaking toil, but also fluctuating prices,

controlled markets, and high-priced land.

"Farming is and always has been a risky business," explained

Hiroshi Matsuyama from his Holualoa home in North Kona which is

surrounded by fields of bananas. "There were lean years when the

whole family suffered. But when it was a good season, the towns

would be booming with the celebrating farmers."

Although life was hard and the Japanese were poor, neighbors —

helped each other to build homes, pick coffee, and plant erops,

Said Matsuyama. And through cooperative efforts, the Japanese

farmers of Kona have become "the only sizable body of people who

have succeeded in getting even a starvation living out of Kona

Since the Hawaiian villages of Captain Cook's day.”

A retired South Kona farmer, Yoshio Fujikawa of Honaunau,

noted the existence of a number of Japanese churches, language

schools, and civic organizations during the 1920s and 1930s.

But the most important Japanese organization was the kumiai.

Not only did the kumiais provide the social cohesion of the
community, but they served as financial "banks" for the Japanese

who were not given credit at the established banks. Under the

tanomoshi system, many farmers were able to borrow Capital to

make improvements.

"In the old days when money was scarce, we did not have to

worry about weddings or funerals because the kumiai would take

care of the matter for us," Fujikawa explained. The kumiais

also became the unofficial representatives of the coffee farmers

and government representatives often went to see the kumiai for

tex, land, and ‘Zoning issues:



Labor for the coffee fields in the old days was provided

by the farmer's family which had at least six members. Children

from age two were already taught to gather coffee beans.

Matsuyama recalls working at age 8 or 10 on his father's sugar

cane fields, then later on his coffee fields.

Coffee was the only commercially Grown Crop during the

1920s and 1930s, said Matsuyama. In the old days, workers and

family members during the picking season would go out into the

fields before the sun rose, often with lanterns, to begin picking

the red and yellow berries till sundown.

Land was once regarded as only a fool's investment by the

Japanese, according to Fujikawa. Since most of the issei

anticipated making money and returning to Japan, they leased the

land from large estates. Many even sent their money back to

Japan, where during World War II it was frozen.

Most of the farmers today rent their land from five major

land owners in Kona, Greenwell, McWayne, Hind, Huihui Ranch, and

the largest ©L all, he Bishop Estate.

Most of Kona's tenant farmers today therefore are on a year

to year lease. Many complain of fear of eviction, inability to

Only the Bishop Estate whose holdings are mostly in South

Kona is known. to give 40-year leases. Farmers have tried to get

15 to 20-year leases without success.

Tourism and construction centered in Kailua-Kona are the

booming industries in Kona today. Many Kona people have referred

to Kailua as a "mini-Waikiki" and -the hotel and condominium

construction there is reminiscent of the post-Statehood building

boom in Waikiki. Many residents have begun to question the

planning, the assessment of need, and the "profits-not-—people”

attitude vis-a-vis Waikiki.

For many of the younger farmers of Kona, some of them third

generation farmers, the construction industry provides the necessary

second income for them to survive as farmers today.

"Parming has become a weekend job for most of the younger |

farmers," remarked Matsuyama. "Kona is just beginning to develop,
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but eventually farming as a way of life will disappear altogether

here.*

Diversified farming has taken over most of the farms that

had once grown only coffee. Although many, Like Fujikawa, still

raise coffee exclusively, most, like Matsuyama, raise bananas,

papayas, oranges, and macadamia nuts. About 20 years ago,

Still other farmers supplement their income by weaving

lauhala, an industry which Matsuyama is credited with starting

about the time of the second world war.

For the Japanese Of the Big island, farming provided the

first economic step toward independence and self-determination.

Hor a, few, like Matsuyama, 16 was the first opportunity to use

their imaginations and their own labor at doing something over

which they had some control. The flourishing of their communities

is evidence of this new-found freedom.

Yet for the vast majority, the economic oppression they

faced as farmers was not very different from that encountered as

laborers on the sugar plantations. The life and times of the Kona

farmer offers many important lessons to the people of Hawaii.

Not only lessons on the community spirit and cooperation that

enabled the struggling farmers to survive, but Lessons on the

history of Hawaii itselrt.

Source:

Prom Whe Howarl Herald, April 27/1973; po. 4-5.



RELATED ACTIVITIES

Interview an older person. Find out how the communities he

has lived in have changed over the years.

Write a history of the community. Do gravestone rubbings,

photograph cornerstones and historical markers, look at

early newspapers in the library, search out materials at

local historical societies and museums. Join an "Architec-

ture Worth Saving" group to preserve historical buildings.

Be documenters of local events and of skills peculiar to

your community. For anstance, a qroup Of junior high

students in Georgia spent time interviewing people in their

mountain community about almost-lost crafts like quilting,

hog-killing, etc. They have since published two books of

these interviews--Foxfire I& Foxfire II, ed. Eliot Wigginton,

Doubleday, N.Y: LO72.

See the film Aala Park. (Hawaii State Library)



The ol TRG SEARCHING FOR’ THE: PROMISED LAND

It is the twentieth century. Hawaii and Asia have been

industrialized and modernized. Yet Asians are still immigrating

LO. Hawala im search of a better life for their Gamiiives. Some

come to be reunited with relatives that came earlier.

Today, however, instead of jobs on the plantation, the newly

such as tourism and construction. But like those who came before,

the recent Asian-American works hard in hopes that even though he

has to suffer, his children will have a better life in Hawaii and

he can honestly say "lucky come Hawaii."



HAWAII'S NO PARADISE FOR MANY NEWCOMERS

by

Nadine: W. Scott

"Underemployment is common among new immigrants and some

never find employment” to £1t their training, Said Bienvenido D.

dunasa: director Of the State, Immigration Service Center.

State statistician Robert SChmiEt agreed. He said the

immigvants “are surprisingly well-educated. we are not getting

low-Stacus laborers as we did in the past. '

Schmitt said a survey taken in 1968 shows that more than

half of the male immigrants and mere than a third of the females

are college graduates and professional people.

hast year, Ot the 6,88) ammagrants who intended to make

Hawaii their permanent residence:

-~-3,179 were from the Philippines (down substantially

from the numbers who came here in the previous four years).

—~1,305 were from Korea (up substantially from all previous

years reported).

--544 from Japan (down from recent yearly totals).

--455 were from China and Taiwan (up from previous totals).

--64 were from Canada.

--]1,334 were from other countries--Vietnam, Hong Kong,

Thailand, etc.

The main reason Hawaii gets so many immigrants, particularly

from ASia, 1S that about 33 per cent of the State's population

consists of first- or second-generation Americans. Most of them

are from China, Japan, Korea or the Philippines.

The immigrants are predominantly relatives of these resi-

dents. Many are trained in professional fields.

Under the 1965 amendment to the immigration laws, first

preference is. given to unmarried sons or daughters of U.S.
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members of the professions with exceptional abilities: Fourth

Mayrred Sons Of daughters Of Citizens, and flteD co brochers

Sisters, of UlS. citizens.

The historic amendment wiped out the quota system that

heavily favored immigrants from Western European countries.

JOhn BH. © Shea, Director Of the U.S. lmmigratrion Deoactment

here, said he Gannot get upset about the tide of Asian immigrants

to Hawaii.

"In my humble opinion, we're capable of absorbing 6,000 or

SO immigrants a year, — O»Shea said.

/O@ Course, the ampact on one little state like Hawait is

Naturally going tO be tougher than on @ state like Cala fornia

Or New York.

“Bue the imbalance that existed before was unfair.

(Great Britain had 4 quota of 6,000. The Philippines hed

av. quota Of 100... How do you balance -ehate

iin the interest of fairness, 1 think the amendment should

have been made years ago," O'Shea concluded.

source:

From The Honolulu Star-Bulletin, November 29, 1974, p. A-2.



MOTIVATIONS AND ADJUSTMENT: AN ASSIMILATION STUDY

OF THE CHINESE IMMIGRANTS IN HONOLULU

by

David Ip

In the present study of the Chinese immigrants in Hono-

lulu . . . we found that the Chinese immigrants came to Hawaii

- - - a better standard of living, a better social environment,

and in some cases, for personal reasons. Most of them perceived

and thus expected that the place of destination offers, in

general, more opportunities; and specifically, more chances to

get a better job. 2... 3

Most of the immigrants are fairly young, and they are

different from the older ones in terms of better education and

better knowledge of the English language. However, most of them

had to go through a stage of downward social mobility in terms

of their first job. . . . Most of them engaged in occupations

like waiters, cook or kitchen helper in the restaurants or

butchers in the markets.

Source:

From an unpublished manuscript presented to the Department

Of Sociology, University of Hawaii, 1972, p.46.



WAKING UP FROM THE AMERICAN DREAM

by

Beverly Creamer

The Kyung Joe Kim family stepped off the airplane in

Honolulu in a bot spring morning, breathed the tropical.air and

wondered about the new place that was to be their home.

They were exhausted from the eight-hour flight from Korea--

traveling with three children, sweltering in their coats--and

kind of disappointed because the streets in from the airport

weren't like the ones they'd seen in American movies.

That was more than a year ago. Today, the Kims want to go

back to. Korea. But. they can’t: leave.

"If they go back with empty hands it means they will be

losers, they will lose face," said Kay Hong, a social service

worker at the Kalihi-Palama Immigrant Service Center who works

with the Kims.

"Besides, he resigned his job, and there's no guarantee

CO get 2t. back?

Before they left Korea the family sold all their possessions

Save their home, where Mr. Kim's parents now live. They added

that money to their savings and then spent almost half of it on

the $1,000 airfare, a fortune by Korean standards.

They came to Hawaii with $1,600, their clothes, a camera,

a Bible, Mr. Kim's diary and little else. Now their savings are

all gone, spent on meager furnishings and a second-hand car.

Kim has four years college training in pharmacology. In

his hometown, Jeon Ju, he had a good job in a hospital. Now

he stuffs mattresses in a factory, and he was lucky to get that

AOD «

"We came here for a higher standard of living," Kim said

in halting English, with the help of interpretor Kay Hong.



"He expected if he came here he'd have a better chance to

develop himself," Miss Hong added for him.

His little family is trying desperately to become

Americanized yet keep alive vestiges of their own Korean culture.

The three children, aged 3, 5, and 7, watch Checkers and

Pogo and Sesame Street on their new television set and Mrs. Kim

Studies English for three to four hours everyday.

Yet the children are never allowed to go outside without

shoes--a Korean custom--and Kim has refused to let his wife get

a job. He says a Strong family life 15 more important than che

few extra dollars she would bring in.

But he has agreed to let her work as a seamstress

The Kims are immigrants, only one of the hundreds of

families who come to Hawaii each year to find what they believe

is a better life.

But with few good jobs available and almost no housing,

some new immigrants end up receiving public assistance just to

survive.

Figures compiled by the State Department of Social Services

and Housing for 1973. show that nearly 17 per cent of foreign

immigrants were receiving some sort of State subsidy last year.

This included Medicaid, general assistance, aid to

dependent children and assistance to the aged, blind or disabled.

Contrary to some public opinion, most of the immigrants

who come to Hawaii want to make a success of their new life--not

go on the public dole.

According to Luz Abcede, director of the Kalihi-Palama

Immigrant Service Center, they come prepared to work hard to

succeed but they are faced with almost insurmountable problems--

a language barrier, an unexpectedly high cost of living and laws

which prevent them from working in their own professional fields.

But they struggle to keep going, often too proud to take

Charity or welfare. And the first thing they ask when they do

come to a service agency for help is usually, "Where can I find

a job?" she says.
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Though many of them are well-off in their own countries,

they end up living with friends or relatives or in substandard

housing, working at menial jobs.

"They come as dentists and doctors and pharmacists and

end up being bartenders, waitresses and janitors," Mrs. Abcede

said.

The Kims are a case in point. In Korea they were considered

upper middle-class. They owned a luxurious five-bedroom home.

They even had a maid to take care of the children.

By contrast, their home in Hawaii is a concrete cubicle

on the llth floor of Kuhio Park Terrace, and “they're lucky to

fave that. Because it's a State housing project, the rent is

Only S81 a month;

The Kims are saving their money for the day they can move

Out Of Kuhio Park and buy their own home. On Kim'¢ salary--

he takes home $75 a week--that day may never come.

‘in a newSpaper ad,’ he said. Lk. was waxing cars at 4 carwash.

Meanwhile, he was combing the want ads for a job as a pharmacist,

and he applied at all the hospitals in town.

The answer was not Simply no, it was hostile. He said the

common response was: "No one invited you to come here so why

Should you, expect to get a job."

"When we arrived at the airport everyone was so friendly

Due applying, for job, people are cold, "he said.

With jobs--particularly pharmaceutical jobs--at a premium

even for Americans, an immigrant with language difficulties

doesn't have a chance.

After five and a half months, Kim quit the carwash job

when he found a better, higher-paying position stuffing mattresses

at Superior Bedding Co. He is paid $2.30 an hour, and his net

monthly income is approximately $300.

They are relatively happy at Kuhio Park Terrace. There

are many other Korean immigrant families living in the low-income

complex and the group has a good feeling of solidarity.



When one of the other Korean women had a baby recently,

Mrs. Kim looked after the mother and child for three weeks.

In keeping with Korean custom, a new mother spends the first

three weeks in bed, with someone else caring for her and her

family. |

Though America is far from what they expected, Kim can't

get a job in his profession and their language Gdaitticulties

cut them off from enjoying some of the things Hawaii has to offer,

the Kims are optimistic.

And, according to Mrs. Abcede of the Kalihi-Palama

Immigrant Service Center which assists as many as 20 per cent of

Hawaii's new immigrants, they will probably do well in Hawaii.

"The Koreans are one of the most aggressive groups in

finding and seeking help and I think they will progress

rapidly," she says.

"T£ we build up the people who are coming now, they are

going to be stronger people instead of bitter people with a

grudge against the government."

"Our concern should be how can we help them because they're

eager and willing."

Sources:



RELATED ACTIVITIES

Compare and contrast the experiences of the Asian immigrant
in the nineteenth and the twentieth centuries.








