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Public can’t

use 2 beaches
at Ko Olina

Associated Press

The developer of Ko Olina's

West Beach Estates in leeward
Oahu created four new beaches
by digging coves into its pri-
vate land.

State law requires that once
that land becomes a beach, it
must be opened to all the peo~
ple of Hawaii.

But security guards for the
Ko Olina have been chasing
people away from two of the
four man-made beaches,

The two beaches will remain
closed until the resort devel
ment is complete, said Ko Oli-
na spokesman Jim Boersema.

The development has been
stalled because of a lack of
funding, and Boersema said the
developers do not have the
funds to staff lifeguards at the
beaches full-time.

Without a lifeguard at the
beach, Ko Olina could have a
liability problem if accidents
oceur.

Sean Kelly of Waianae said a
security guard chased him
away from one of the beaches
over the Labor Day weekend, .

“He said bay two had ‘been
closed because the real estate
sales office was there, and that
it would be hard to sell homes
if a bunch of locals crowded up
the beach,” Kelly said. ,

Don Clegg, director of the
city Department of Land Utili-
zation, said the developer
gigned agreements promising
public access to all of the la-
goons it created.

The public access agreement
was a condition of the develop-
er's permit to build a housing
subdivision in the area, Clegg
said.
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