“I'm About to Get Really Racist”

Racialization, Resistance, and the Local
in 2 Hawai‘i Rap Battle
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he usually busy Waikiki bar-restaurant is even more crowded, packed

shoulder to shoulder. The audience, most of whom would be placed in the
“Asian and Pacific Islander” racial identity category, is hushed, but their excite-
ment and anticipation are visible as they anxiously gaze at the stage. Despite
being in the middle of a global touristic center, the bar is unquestionably a
Local place. Osna, Krystilez, Big Mox, and Mic3, four rappers from the hip
hop supergroup Angry Locals, are celebrating the release of their latest album,
Aloha from Hawaii, by holding a series of rap battles called “Angry Locals v.
Da ‘Mainland.’” The crowd is awaiting the most anticipated battle of the night
with a $1,000 prize at stake. Osna, a local Filipino and Hawaiian rapper, is set
to face Young Throwed, a rapper representing the continental United States,
or “Da Mainland” as it was called on the event flyer. It is important to note
that Young Throwed stepped up for this battle as a late fill-in for Nocando,
the legendary underground rapper from South Los Angeles.

The two combatants use jan-ken-po (rock-paper-scissors) to determine
who goes first. Osna’s paper eventually beats Young Throwed’s rock, but he
elects to let Young Throwed go first. The crowd hushes. Young Throwed un-
leashes his first verbal jabs but is unable to maintain his flow. No one claps.
Osna steps up for his turn. He sports a trucker hat turned backward that bears
his name (a nod to self-promotion), and wears a “N.W.A” (sic) T-shirt where the
faces of Ice Cube, MC Ren, Eazy E, Yella, and Dr. Dre are replaced by the Kame-
hameha line of Hawai‘i’s ruling ali‘i (Kamehameha I, IT, ITI, IV, and V). Here,
“N.W.A” does not stand for Niggas with Attitude, but Natives with Attitude.
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